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Farm Foundations for Veterans

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) in partnership with the National Center of
Appropriate Technology (NCAT) will host four, 2.5-day seminars titled,
“Farm Foundations for Veterans” in Alabama. The seminars are free and
open to active duty military members, veterans and spouses with less than
10 years of experience in agriculture. The program will consist of 1.5 days
of in-class information on how to get started in farming, how to qualify for
government programs that reward land stewardship and conservation
efforts, how to pursue profitable niche markets, business plan development
and organic certification. It will also include pest management, livestock
production, risk management and estate planning. USDA agencies
including FSA, Rural Development (RD) and the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) will present program information the first day
of the course. A full day will be devoted to farm visits for hands-on
experience at production farms, including a livestock operation (goats
and/or cattle) and a fruit/vegetable farm.

The location and date of these seminars are as follows:
Montgomery, Alabama: April 5 -7, 2016

Huntsville, Alabama: May 24 — 26, 2016
Dothan/Enterprise, Alabama: June 7 — 9, 2016
Tuscaloosa, Alabama: To Be Determined

Active duty military members, veterans and their spouses who are
interested in registering for a seminar or who need additional information
can contact Cassondra Searight, Public Affairs Specialist at
cassondra.searight@al.usda.gov or by telephone at 334-279-3502.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or
participate in these events should contact Cassondra Searight at 334-279-
3502 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.
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USDA Financial Assistance Available to Help Organic Farmers
Create Conservation Buffers

USDA is assisting organic farmers with the cost of establishing up to 20,000 acres of new conservation
buffers and other practices on and near farms that produce organic crops.

The financial assistance is available from the USDA Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a federally
funded voluntary program that contracts with agricultural producers so that environmentally sensitive
land is not farmed or ranched, but instead used for conservation benefits. CRP participants establish
long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”) to
control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat. In return, FSA provides
participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract duration is between 10 and 15
years.

For conservation buffers, funds are available for establishing shrubs and trees, or supporting pollinating
species, and can be planted in blocks or strips. Interested organic producers can offer eligible land for
enrollment in this initiative at any time.

Other USDA FSA programs that assist organic farmers include:

e The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program that provides financial assistance for 55 to
100 percent of the average market price for organic crop losses between 50 to 65 percent of
expected production due to a natural disaster.

e Marketing assistance loans that provide interim financing to help producers meet cash flow
needs without having to sell crops during harvest when market prices are low, and deficiency
payments to producers who forgo the loan in return for a payment on the eligible commodity.

e Avariety of loans for operating expenses, ownership or guarantees with outside lenders,
including streamlined microloans that have a lower amount of paperwork.

e Farm Storage Facility Loans for that provide low-interest financing to build or upgrade storage
facilities for organic commodities, including cold storage, grain bins, bulk tanks and drying and
handling equipment.

e Services such as mapping farm and field boundaries and reporting organic acreage that can be
provided to a farm’s organic certifier or crop insurance agent.

Visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic to learn more about how FSA can help organic farmers. For an
interactive tour of CRP success stories, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30 or follow #CRPis30 on Twitter.
To learn more about FSA programs visit a local FSA office or www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Double-Cropping

Each year, state committees will review and approve or disapprove county committee recommended
changes or additions to specific combinations of crops.

Double-cropping is approved when the two specific crops have the capability to be planted and carried
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to maturity for the intended use, as reported by the producer, on the same acreage within a crop year
under normal growing conditions. The specific combination of crops recommended by the county
committee must be approved by the state committee.

Double-cropping is approved in Alabama on a county-by-county basis. Contact your local FSA Office for
a list of approved double-cropping combinations for your county.

A crop following a cover crop terminated according to termination guidelines is approved double
cropping and these combinations do not have to be approved by the state committee

USDA Issues Safety-Net Payments to Alabama Farmers Facing
Market Downturn

The USDA Farm Service Agency has begun issuing financial assistance for the 2014 crop year to those
agricultural producers who are participating in the new safety-net programs established by the 2014
Farm Bill. The new programs, known as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage
(PLC), are designed to protect against unexpected drops in crop prices or revenues due to market
downturns.

Unlike the old direct payments program, which provided funds in good years and bad years, these new
programs only provide financial assistance when prices or revenues drop below normal. For example,
nationwide, farms participating in ARC-County that are receiving payments experienced a $20 billion
drop in revenues relative to the historical benchmark. Similarly, lower prices in commodities such as
peanuts and rice have triggered PLC assistance.

Also, please note that funds provided by the ARC-County program can vary from county to county. The
2014 Farm Bill requires ARC-County payments to be calculated using the national average market year
price (which does not vary by county), and the average county yield (which varies by county). This
creates county-by-county differences in payment rates. The yield data comes from surveys conducted
by the USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the national standard that uses the
highest-precision statistical procedures available. Where that data does not exist, the next strongest
data is used: county-level crop insurance data from the Risk Management Agency. If that data does not
exist, the next strongest data is used: NASS district data. Where NASS district data doesn't exist, the
FSA State Committees provide data.

Because the new programs are designed as financial assistance for prices and revenues lower than
normal, not all producers will receive a payment, (as occurred with the old direct payments program).
ARC/PLC payments are designed to help with unexpected changes in the marketplace, and to
supplement other assistance programs, such as crop insurance. To learn more about the data used in
calculating payments, how payments are calculated, crop-specific and state-specific information, please
visit our website at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

2016 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit the
local County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Alabama:
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November 15, 2015 - Apiculture, PRF/Perennial Forage, Onions

January 2, 2016 - Honey (If colonies are acquired after January 2, 2016, the crop must be reported
within 30 calendar days of the date colonies of bees are acquired, brought into, or removed from the
county.)

January 15, 2016 - Blueberries, Canola, Rapeseed, Fall Oats, Peaches, Fall Wheat

March 15, 2016 - Pecans, Potatoes (planted Jan. 1- Mar. 1)

May 15, 2016 - Sweet Corn, Potatoes (planted Mar. 2-Apr. 15), Tobacco, Tomatoes

May 31, 2016 - Nursery Crops

July 15, 2016 - All Other Crops

September 30, 2016 - Aquaculture and Value Loss Crops

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,
standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

green manure,” “left

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local County FSA
office.

Filing a Notice of Loss

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all
crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days of
the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office by
any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within
the required 15 calendar days.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of
the final planting date for the crop.



USDA Offers Flood Impacted Alabama Farmers and Ranchers
Immediate Disaster Assistance

Farm Service Agency Stands Ready to Assist Agricultural Producers Slammed by Recent Heavy
Rains

Alabama Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers across the state of federal farm
program benefits that may be available to help eligible producers recover from recent heavy rains and
flooding.

FSA offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist agricultural producers in their
recovery efforts following floods or similar qualifying natural disasters. Available programs and loans
include:

e Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur
due to natural disasters (includes native grass for grazing). Eligible producers must have
purchased NAP coverage for 2015 crops.

e Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock death
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. Eligible losses may include those
determined by FSA to have been caused by hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, tropical
storms, tornados lightening, extreme heat, and extreme cold. Producers will be required to
provide verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather
event and must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when
the loss of livestock is apparent.

e Tree Assistance Program (TAP) — provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery tree
growers for qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disaster.

e Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
- provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse
weather, or other conditions, which are not adequately addressed by other disaster programs.
ELAP covers physically damaged or destroyed livestock feed that was purchased or
mechanically harvested forage or feedstuffs intended for use as feed for the producer's eligible
livestock. In order to be considered eligible, harvested forage must be baled; forage that is only
cut, raked or windrowed is not eligible. Producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA
office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent.

ELAP also covers up to 150 lost grazing days in instances when a producer has been forced to
remove livestock from a grazing pasture due to floodwaters.

For beekeepers, ELAP covers beehive losses (the physical structure) in instances where the
hive has been destroyed by a natural disaster including flooding, high winds and tornadoes.

e Emergency Loan Program — Available to producers with agriculture operations located in a
county under a primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low interest
loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding.

e Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and
ranchers to rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters; includes fence loss.

e HayNet - is an Internet-based Hay and Grazing Net Ad Service allowing farmers and ranchers
to share 'Need Hay' ads and 'Have Hay' ads online. Farmers also can use another feature to
post advertisements for grazing land, specifically ads announcing the availability of grazing land
or ads requesting a need for land to graze. www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet.

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, farmers and ranchers must report prevented planting and
failed acres (crops and grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form FSA-576,
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Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and
Risk Management Agency (RMA).

For more information on disaster assistance programs and loans visit www.fsa.usda.gov/ or contact
your local FSA Office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Borrower Training

Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency customers. This training is required for all
direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to help
the applicant develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm and build
equity in the operation. It aims to help the producer become financially successful. Borrower training is
provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a list
of approved vendors.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his
or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American
Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to
obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-
8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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