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Sonny Perdue Sworn in as 31st U.S.
Secretary of Agriculture

Sonny Perdue was sworn in as the 31st U.S. Secretary of Agriculture by
fellow Georgian and Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court
Clarence Thomas in a brief ceremony on April 25 at the Supreme Court
building.

Perdue grew up on a dairy and diversified row crop farm in Bonaire,
Georgia. Being uniquely qualified as a former farmer, agribusinessman,
veterinarian, state legislator and governor of Georgia, he has
experienced the agriculture industry from every possible perspective
throughout his life.

As secretary, Perdue says he will champion the concerns of farmers,
ranchers, foresters and producers, and will work tirelessly to solve the
issues facing our farm families.

Perdue’s policies as U.S. Secretary of Agriculture will be guided by four
principles which will inform his decisions. First, he will maximize the
ability of the men and women of America’s agriculture and agribusiness
sector to create jobs, to produce and sell the foods and fiber that feed
and clothe the world, and to reap the earned reward of their labor.
Second, he will prioritize customer service every day for American
taxpayers and consumers. Third, as Americans expect a safe and
secure food supply, USDA will continue to serve in the critical role of
ensuring the food we put on the table to feed our families meets the
strict safety standards we've established. And fourth, Perdue will always
remember that America’s agricultural bounty comes directly from the
land.

For more information about Secretary Perdue, visit www.usda.gov.
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Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for acreage reporting
for cover crops, revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as well as updated the
definitions of “idle” and “fallow.”

Reporting Cover Crops:
FSA made changes to the types of cover crops. Cover crop types can be chosen from the following
four categories:

e Cereals and other grasses - Any cover crop that is classified as a grass plant or cereal
grain, and would include, but not be limited to, the following cover crops: cereal rye, wheat,
barley, oats, black oats, triticale, annual ryegrass, pearl millet, foxtail millet (also called
German, Italian or Hungarian millet), sorghum sudan grass, sorghum and other millets and
grasses.

e Legumes - Any cover crop that is classified as a legume, including, but not limited to,
clovers, vetches, peas, sun hemp, cowpeas, lentils and other legumes.

e Brassicas and other broadleaves - Any cover crop that is classified as a non-legume
broadleaf, including, but not limited to, Brassicas such as radishes, turnips, canola,
rapeseed, oilseed rape, and mustards, as well as other broadleaf plants such as phacelia,
flax, sunflower, buckwheat, and safflower.

e Mixtures - Mixes of two or more cover crop species planted at the same time, for example,
oats and radishes.

If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated
according to policy guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop and the
acreage report must be revised to reflect the actual crop.

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date:

New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed and
the crop has already been reported on the farm, have 30 days to change the intended use. Producer
share interest changes alone will not allow for revisions to intended use after the acreage reporting
date. The revision must be performed by either the acreage reporting date or within 30 calendar days
from the date when the new operator or owner acquired the lease on land, control of the land or
ownership and new producer crop share interest in the previously reported crop acreage. Under this
policy, appropriate documentation must be provided to the County Committee’s satisfaction to
determine that a legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop share interest change occurred
to permit the revision.

Acreage Reports:

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, producers must timely file acreage reports.
Failure to file an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for
future program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more than a year after the
acreage reporting deadline.

Reporting Grazing Allotments:
FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. Producers will use form “FSA-
578" to report grazing allotments as animal unit months (AUMSs) using the “Reporting Unit” field. The



local FSA office will need the grazing period start and end date and the percent of public land.

Definitions of Terms

FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU)
(field/subfield) which is not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition of
fallow or skip row. For example, the balance of a field that could not be planted due to moisture or a
turn area that is not planted would be reported as idle.

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where
cultivated land that is normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular growing
season. Resting the ground in this manner allows it to recover its fertility and conserve moisture for
crop production in the next growing season.

Census of Agriculture Countdown Begins for America’s
Farmers and Ranchers

America’s farmers and ranchers will soon have the opportunity to strongly represent agriculture in
their communities and industry by taking part in the 2017 Census of Agriculture. Conducted every
five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics Service
(NASS), the census, to be mailed at the end of this year, is a complete count of all U.S. farms,
ranches, and those who operate them.

The Census of Agriculture highlights land use and ownership, operator characteristics, production
practices, income and expenditures, and other topics. The 2012 Census of Agriculture revealed that
over three million farmers operated more than two million farms, spanning over 914 million acres.
This was a four percent decrease in the number of U.S. farms from the previous census in 2007.
However, agriculture sales, income, and expenses increased between 2007 and 2012. This telling
information and thousands of other agriculture statistics are a direct result of responses to the
Census of Agriculture.

Producers who are new to farming or did not receive a Census of Agriculture in 2012 still have time
to sign up to receive the 2017 Census of Agriculture report form by visiting www.agcensus.usda.gov
and clicking on the ‘Make Sure You Are Counted’ button through June. NASS defines a farm as any
place from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced and sold, or normally would
have been sold, during the census year (2017).

2017 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Alabama:
November 15, 2016 Apiculture, PRF/Perennial Forage, Onions
January 2, 2017 Honey (If colonies are acquired after January 2, 2017, the crop must be

reported within 30 calendar days of the date colonies of bees are acquired, brought into, or removed
from the county.)


http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwNTEwLjczMjI4ODUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDUxMC43MzIyODg1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODYyMTYzJmVtYWlsaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&104&&&https://www.agcensus.usda.gov/

January 15, 2017 Blueberries, Canola, Rapeseed, Fall Oats, Peaches, Fall Wheat

March 15, 2017 Pecans, Potatoes (planted Jan. 1- Mar. 1)

May 15, 2017 Sweet Corn, Potatoes (planted Mar. 2-Apr. 15), Tobacco, Tomatoes
May 31, 2017 Nursery Crops

July 15, 2017 CRP and All Other Crops

September 30, 2017 Aquaculture and Value Loss Crops

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,”
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days before
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA
office.

Nonrecourse Marketing Assistance Loans and Loan
Deficiency Payments

Nonrecourse Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) are
available to eligible producers for the 2016 crop year for wheat, corn, grain sorghum, barley, oats,
upland cotton, extra-long staple cotton, long grain rice, medium grain rice, soybeans, other oilseeds
(including sunflower seed, rapeseed, canola, safflower, flaxseed, mustard seed, crambe and sesame
seed), dry peas, lentils, small chickpeas, large chickpeas, graded and non-graded wool, mohair,
unshorn pelts, honey and peanuts.

To be eligible for a MAL or LDP, producers must comply with conservation and wetland protection
requirements and submit an acreage report to account for all cropland on all farms. Additionally, they
must have and retain beneficial interest in the commaodity until the MAL is repaid or the Commodity
Credit Corporation (CCC) takes title to the commodity while also meeting Adjusted Gross Income
(AGI) limitations.

In addition to producer eligibility, the commodity must have been produced, mechanically harvested,
or shorn from live animals by an eligible producer and be in storable condition. It also must be
merchantable for food, feed or other uses, as determined by CCC. Nonrecourse MALs must meet
specific CCC minimum grade and quality standards.

If beneficial interest in the commaodity is lost, the commodity loses eligibility for a MAL or LDP and



remains ineligible even if the producer later regains beneficial interest. To retain beneficial interest,
the producer must have control and title to the commodity. The producer must be able to make all
decisions affecting the commodity including movement, sale and the request for a MAL or LDP. The
producer must not have sold or delivered the commodity or warehouse receipt to the buyer.

Producers are responsible for any loss in quantity or quality of commodities pledged as collateral for
a farm-stored or warehouse stored loan. CCC will not assume any loss in quantity or quality of the
loan collateral regardless of storage location.

The 2014 Farm Bill sets national loan rates. County and regional loan rates are based on each
commodity’s national loan rate, and they vary by county or region and are based on the average
prices and production of the county or region where the commaodity is stored.

For all loan-eligible commodities except extra-long staple (ELS) cotton, a producer may repay a MAL
any time during the loan period at the lesser of the loan rate plus accrued interest and other charges
or an alternative loan repayment rate as determined by CCC.

Producers may obtain MALSs or receive LDPs on all or part of their eligible production anytime during
the loan availability period. The loan availability period runs from when the commodity is normally
harvested (or sheared for wool) until specified dates in the following calendar year.

The final loan/LDP availability dates for the respective commodities are:

Jan. 31 - Peanuts, Wool, Mohair and LDP only for Unshorn Pelts
March 31 - Barley, Canola, Crambe, Flaxseed, Honey, Oats, Rapeseed, Sesame seed and
Wheat

e May 31 - Corn, Dry peas, Grain sorghum, Lentils, Mustard seed, Long grain rice,
Medium grain rice, Safflower, Small chickpeas, Large chickpeas, Cotton, Soybeans
and Sunflower seed

Annual Review of Payment Eligibility for New Crop Year

All participants of FSA programs who request program benefits are required to submit a completed
CCC-902 (Farming Operation Plan) and CCC-941 Average Gross Income (AGI) Certification and
Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information to be considered for payment eligibility and payment
limitation applicable for the program benefits.

Participants are not required to annually submit new CCC-902s for payment eligibility and payment
limitation purposes unless a change in the farming operation occurs that may affect the
determination of record. A valid CCC-902 filed by the participant is considered to be a continuous
certification used for all payment eligibility and payment limitation determinations applicable for the
program benefits requested.

Participants are responsible for ensuring that all CCC-902 and CCC-941 and related forms on file in
the county Office are correct at all times. Participants are required to timely notify the county office of
any changes in the farming operation that may affect the determination of record by filing a new or
updated CCC-902 as applicable.

Changes that may require a NEW determination include, but are not limited to, a change of:

e Shares of a contract, which may reflect:



-A land lease from cash rent to share rent
-A land lease from share rent to cash rent (subject to the cash rent tenant rule)
-A modification of a variable/fixed bushel-rent arrangement

e The size of the producer’s farming operation by the addition or reduction of cropland that
may affect the application of a cropland factor

e The structure of the farming operation, including any change to a member's share

e The contribution of farm inputs of capital, land, equipment, active personal labor, and/or
active personal management

e Farming interests not previously disclosed on CCC-902 including the farming interests of a
spouse or minor child

e Financial status that may affect the 3-year average for the determination of average AGI or
other changes that affects eligibility under the average adjusted gross income limitations.

Participants are encouraged to file or review these forms within the deadlines established for each
applicable program for which program benefits are being requested.

Direct Loans

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to
establish, maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and service
direct loans.

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related
debts, excluding real estate.

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a
down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and
the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and
farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or
operating loan.

Guaranteed Loan Program

FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of
principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and
operating purposes.



Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings,
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel,
farm chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans
are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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