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Eligibility for Nominations for the 2017
County Committee Elections

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA)
county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations
of FSA and allow grassroots input and local administration of federal
farm programs.

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers
responsible for the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm
programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to the
Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local
decision making and farm program delivery process.

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from
local administrative areas (LAA). Each member serves a three-year
term. To be eligible for nomination and hold office as a committee
member or alternate, a person must fulfill each of the following
requirements: (1) be a producer with an interest in farming or ranching
operations, (2) participate or cooperate in any FSA program provided for
by law, (3) be a U.S. citizen, (4) be of legal voting age, (5) meet the
basic eligibility requirements, and (6) reside in the county or multi-county
jurisdiction in which they will be serving.

All nomination forms for the 2017 election must be postmarked or
received in the local USDA service center by Aug. 1, 2017. For more
information on FSA county committee elections and appointments, refer
to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC
Member available online at: www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.
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Cover Crop Guidelines

Recently the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and
Risk Management Agency (RMA) worked together to develop consistent, simple and a flexible policy
for cover crop practices.

The termination and reporting guidelines were updated for cover crops.

Termination:

The cover crop termination guidelines provide the timeline for terminating cover crops, are based on
zones and apply to non-irrigated cropland. To view the zones and additional guidelines visit
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/ and click “Cover Crop
Termination Guidelines.”

Reporting:

The intended use of cover only will be used to report cover crops. This includes crops that were
terminated by tillage and reported with an intended use code of green manure. An FSA policy
change will allow cover crops to be hayed and grazed. Program eligibility for the cover crop that is
being hayed or grazed will be determined by each specific program.

If the crop reported as cover only is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not
terminated properly, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop.

Crops reported with an intended use of cover only will not count toward the total cropland on the
farm. In these situations a subsequent crop will be reported to account for all cropland on the farm.

Cover crops include grasses, legumes, and forbs, for seasonal cover and other conservation
purposes. Cover crops are primarily used for erosion control, soil health Improvement, and water
quality improvement. The cover crop may be terminated by natural causes, such as frost, or
intentionally terminated through chemical application, crimping, rolling, tillage or cutting. A cover crop
managed and terminated according to NRCS Cover Crop Termination Guidelines is not considered
a crop for crop insurance purposes.

Cover crops can be planted: with no subsequent crop planted, before a subsequent crop, after
prevented planting acreage, after a planted crop, or into a standing crop.

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) - Annual Certification

Before an annual rental payment can be issued, participants must certify to contract compliance
using either the FSA-578, Report of Acreage, or CCC-817U, Certification of Compliance for CRP.

Beginning with 2016, once certified, a CRP acreage report is considered continuous unless there is a
CRP revision. Annual reports on FSA-578 or CCC-817U are not required in this case.

Double-Cropping

Each year, state committees will review and approve or disapprove county committee recommended
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changes or additions to specific combinations of crops.

Double-cropping is approved when the two specific crops have the capability to be planted and
carried to maturity for the intended use, as reported by the producer, on the same acreage within a
crop year under normal growing conditions. The specific combination of crops recommended by the
county committee must be approved by the state committee.

Double-cropping is approved in Alabama on a county-by-county basis. Contact your local FSA Office
for a list of approved double-cropping combinations for your county.

A crop following a cover crop terminated according to termination guidelines is approved double
cropping and these combinations do not have to be approved by the state committee.

Measurement Service

Farmers who would like a guarantee on their crop plantings and land use acreages can make it
official by using the FSA measurement service. Producers must file a request with the county office
staff and pay the cost of a field visit to have stake and referencing done on the farm. Measurement
service is available using digital imagery. If an on-site visit is not required producers are charged a
reduced rate.

Incorrect acreage self-certification can result in reduced program payments, penalty or loss of
eligibility.

New Improvement to Streamline Crop Reporting

Update Lets Farmers and Ranchers Report Common Acreage Information Once

Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and
participating insurance providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can provide
the common information from their acreage reports at one office and the information will be
electronically shared with the other location.

This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This
interagency collaboration also includes participating private crop insurance agents and insurance
companies, all working to streamline the information collected from farmers and ranchers who
participate in USDA programs.

Once filing at one location, data that’'s important to both FSA and RMA will be securely and
electronically shared with the other location avoiding redundant and duplicative reporting, as well as
saving farmers and ranchers time.

USDA has been working to streamline the crop reporting process for agricultural producers, who
have expressed concerns with providing the same basic common information for multiple locations.
In 2013, USDA consolidated the deadlines to 15 dates for submitting these reports, down from the
previous 54 dates at RMA and 17 dates for FSA. USDA representatives believe farmers and
ranchers will experience a notable improvement in the coming weeks as they approach the peak
season for crop reporting later this summer.

More than 93 percent of all annual reported acres to FSA and RMA now are eligible for the common



data reporting, and USDA is exploring adding more crops. Producers must still visit both locations to
validate and sign acreage reports, complete maps or provide program-specific information. The
common data from the first-filed acreage report will now be available to pre-populate and accelerate
completion of the second report. Plans are underway at USDA to continue building upon the
framework with additional efficiencies at a future date.

Farmers and ranchers are also reminded that they can now access their FSA farm information from
the convenience of their home computer. Producers can see field boundaries, images of the farm,
conservation status, operator and owner information and much more.

The new customer self-service portal, known as FSAFarm+, gives farmers and ranchers online
access to securely view, print or export their personal farm data. To enroll in the online service,
producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for details. To find a local FSA office in
your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Producers are Encouraged to Report Prevented Planting and
Failed Acres

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to report prevented planting and failed acres
in order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs.

Producers should report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were
prevented from planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of
Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk
Management Agency (RMA).

Contact your local FSA office for a list of final planting dates by crop.

If a producer is unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days following
the final planting date, a late-filed report can be submitted. Late-filed reports will only be accepted if
FSA conducts a farm visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented the crop from being
planted. A measurement service fee will be charged.

Additionally, producers with failed acres should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report
failed acres.

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office by
any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss,
within the required 15 calendar days.

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP),
producers must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses
become apparent. Producers must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including
grasses.
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Beginning Farmer Loans

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans.
FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

e Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local
USDA Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Farm Loan Graduation Reminder

FSA Direct Loans are considered a temporary source of credit that is available to producers who do
not meet normal underwriting criteria for commercial banks.

FSA periodically conducts Direct Loan graduation reviews to determine a borrower’s ability to
graduate to commercial credit. If the borrower’s financial condition has improved to a point where
they can refinance their debt with commercial credit, they will be asked to obtain other financing and
partially or fully pay off their FSA debt.

By the end of a producer’s operating cycle, the Agency will send a letter requesting a current balance
sheet, actual financial performance and a projected farm budget. The borrower has 30 days to return
the required financial documents. This information will be used to evaluate the borrower’s potential
for refinancing to commercial credit.

If a borrower meets local underwriting criteria, FSA will send the borrower’s name, loan type, balance
sheet and projected cash flow to commercial lenders. The borrower will be notified when loan
information is sent to local lenders.

If any lenders are interested in refinancing the borrower’s loan, FSA will send the borrower a letter
with a list of lenders that are interested in refinancing the loan. The borrower must contact the
lenders and complete an application for commercial credit within 30 calendar days.

If a commercial lender rejects the borrower, the borrower must obtain written evidence that specifies
the reasons for rejection and submit to their local FSA farm loan office.

If a borrower fails to provide the requested financial information or to graduate, FSA will notify the
borrower of noncompliance, FSA'’s intent to accelerate the loan, and appeal rights.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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