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Deadlines Approaching for FSA Livestock
Disaster Assistance Programs

Livestock producers are reminded that deadlines for the Livestock
Forage Disaster Program (LFP) and the Livestock Indemnity
Program (LIP) are quickly approaching.

The deadline to apply for LFP benefits for 2017 grazing losses is
Jan. 30, 2018. Eligible livestock producers must complete a CCC-
853 and submit the required supporting documentation by the
deadline. LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock
producers who suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to
drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally
managed land.

Producers with eligible livestock losses must submit a LIP
application for payment by March 31, 2018. LIP provides
assistance to eligible producers for livestock death losses in excess
of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals
reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by
federal law.

For 2017, eligible LIP losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2017,
and no later than 60 calendar days from the ending date of the
applicable adverse weather event or attack. A notice of loss must
be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is
apparent. Participants must provide the following supporting
documentation to their local FSA office no later than 90 calendar
days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss
condition occurred.
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e Proof of death documentation
e Copy of growers contracts
e Proof of normal mortality documentation

Please contact to your local FSA office to make an appointment to
apply for LFP or LIP benefits.

Perdue Names Appointees to the Alabama USDA Farm Service
Agency State Committee

U. S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue recently announced the individuals who will serve on the
Alabama USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) state committee. The state committee is responsible for
the oversight of farm programs and county committee operations, resolving appeals from the agriculture
community, and helping to keep producers informed about FSA programs.

Each state committee has five members, one chairperson and four members. The individuals appointed
to serve on this committee include:

Committee Chair Monica Carroll — Ozark
Andy Lavender — Brundidge

Rodney Moon — Harvest

Steve Penry — Daphne

Doug Trantham — Alexandria

The Farm Service Agency serves farmers, ranchers and agricultural partners through the delivery of
effective, efficient agricultural programs. The agency offers farmers a strong safety net through the
administration of farm commodity and disaster programs. FSA continues to conserve natural resources
and provides credit to agricultural producers who are unable to receive private, commercial credit,
including special emphasis on beginning, underserved and women farmers and ranchers.

Under the direction of Secretary Sonny Perdue, the USDA will always be facts-based and data-driven,
with a decision-making mindset that is customer-focused. Secretary Perdue leads the USDA with four
guiding principles: to maximize the ability of American agriculture to create jobs, sell food and fiber, and
feed and clothe the world; to prioritize customer service for the taxpayers; to ensure that our food supply
is safe and secure; and to maintain good stewardship of the natural resources that provide us with our
miraculous bounty. Understanding that we live in a global economy where trade is of top importance,
Secretary Perdue has pledged to be an unapologetic advocate for American agriculture.

2018 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit their
local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

The following upcoming acreage reporting dates are applicable for Alabama:

November 15, 2017 Apiculture, PRF/Perennial Forage, Onions



January 2, 2018 Honey (If colonies are acquired after January 2, 2018, the crop must be reported
within 30 calendar days of the date colonies of bees are acquired, brought into, or removed from the
county.)

January 15, 2018 Blueberries, Canola, Rapeseed, Fall Oats, Peaches, Fall Wheat

March 15, 2018 Pecans, Potatoes (planted Jan. 1- Mar. 1)

May 15, 2018 Sweet Corn, Potatoes (planted Mar. 2-Apr. 15), Tobacco, Tomatoes
May 31, 2018 Nursery Crops

July 15, 2018 CRP and All Other Crops

September 30, 2018 Aquaculture and Value Loss Crops

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list of
county-specific deadlines.

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,
standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

green manure,” “left

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days before
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA office.

Environmental Review Required Before Project Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but are
not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL)
program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental
review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and
emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your project proposal before
starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site preparation or ground
disturbance.

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.



Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA must
have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved.

New Actively Engaged Provisions for Non-Family Joint
Operations or Entities

Many Farm Service Agency programs require all program participants, either individuals or legal
entities, to be “actively engaged in farming”. This means participants provide a significant contribution to
the farming operation, whether it is capital, land, equipment, active personal labor and/or management.
For entities, each partner, stockholder or member with an ownership interest, must contribute active
personal labor and/or management to the operation on a regular basis.

The 2014 Farm Bill established additional payment eligibility provisions relating to the farm management
component of meeting “actively engaged in farming”. These new provisions apply to joint operations
comprised of non-family members or partners, stockholders or persons with an ownership in the farming
operation. Effective for 2016 and subsequent crop years, hon-family joint operations are afforded to one
member that may use a significant contribution of active personal management exclusively to meet the
requirements to be determined “actively engaged in farming”. The person or member will be defined as
the Farm Manager for the purposes of administering these new management provisions.

In some instances, additional persons or members of a non-family member joint operation who meet the
definition of Farm Manager may also be allowed to use such a contribution of active personal
management to meet the eligibility requirements. However, under no circumstances may the number of
Farm Managers in a non-family joint operation exceed a total of three in any given crop and program
year.

Annual Review of Payment Eligibility for New Crop Year

All participants of FSA programs who request program benefits are required to submit a completed
CCC-902 (Farming Operation Plan) and CCC-941 Average Gross Income (AGI) Certification and
Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information to be considered for payment eligibility and payment limitation
applicable for the program benefits.

Participants are not required to annually submit new CCC-902s for payment eligibility and payment
limitation purposes unless a change in the farming operation occurs that may affect the determination of
record. A valid CCC-902 filed by the participant is considered to be a continuous certification used for all
payment eligibility and payment limitation determinations applicable for the program benefits

requested.

Participants are responsible for ensuring that all CCC-902 and CCC-941 and related forms on file in the
county Office are correct at all times. Participants are required to timely notify the county office of any
changes in the farming operation that may affect the determination of record by filing a new or updated
CCC-902 as applicable.

Changes that may require a NEW determination include, but are not limited to, a change of:

e  Shares of a contract, which may reflect:
-A land lease from cash rent to share rent



-A land lease from share rent to cash rent (subject to the cash rent tenant rule)
-A modification of a variable/fixed bushel-rent arrangement

e The size of the producer’s farming operation by the addition or reduction of cropland that may
affect the application of a cropland factor

e The structure of the farming operation, including any change to a member's share

e The contribution of farm inputs of capital, land, equipment, active personal labor, and/or active
personal management

e Farming interests not previously disclosed on CCC-902 including the farming interests of a
spouse or minor child

e Financial status that may affect the 3-year average for the determination of average AGI or
other changes that affects eligibility under the average adjusted gross income limitations.

Participants are encouraged to file or review these forms within the deadlines established for each
applicable program for which program benefits are being requested.

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection
Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. The 2014 Farm
Bill expanded NAP to include higher levels of protection. Beginning, underserved and limited resource
farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted premiums for
additional levels of protection.”

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and excessive
moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop
insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables,
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy,
and industrial crops.

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser2017/CropCriteria.aspx.

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed
50 percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected
production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics and crops
marketed directly to consumers.

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or
contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service Centers go to
http://offices.usda.gov.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent
lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA'’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.
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USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and
Improve Property

Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to Land

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful to
beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who have
small and mid-sized farming operations.

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans,
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses
since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers.

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and water
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process,
expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their
operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be issued to the applicant
directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA)

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your
local FSA office.

Beginning Farmer Loans

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans.
FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

e Wil materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local USDA
Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-
8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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