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Deadline Approaches for the 2017
Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity
Program

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that the
deadline to apply for assistance under the 2017 Wildfires and
Hurricanes Indemnity Program (2017 WHIP) is Nov. 16, 2018.
Agricultural producers affected by hurricanes and wildfires in 2017
can apply for assistance to help recover and rebuild their farming
operations.

The program was authorized by Congress earlier this year by the
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018.

Eligible crops, trees, bushes, or vines, located in a county declared
in a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or Secretarial
Disaster Designation as a primary county are eligible for assistance
if the producer suffered a loss as a result of a hurricane during
calendar year 2017. The designated primary counties in Alabama
include Baldwin, Choctaw, Clarke, Mobile, and Washington. Also,
losses located in a county not designated as a primary county may
be eligible if the producer provides documentation showing that the
loss was due to a hurricane or wildfire in 2017. A list of counties
that received qualifying hurricane declarations and designations is
available at https://www.farmers.gov/recover/whip. Eligibility is
determined by Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees.

Agricultural production losses due to conditions caused by last
year’s wildfires and hurricanes, including excessive rain, high
winds, flooding, mudslides, fire, and heavy smoke, could qualify for
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assistance through the program. Typically, 2017 WHIP is only
designed to provide assistance for production losses, however, if
quality was taken into consideration under the insurance or
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy, where
production was further adjusted, the adjusted production will be
used in calculating assistance under this program.

Eligible crops include those for which federal crop insurance or
NAP coverage is available, excluding crops intended for grazing. A
list of crops covered by crop insurance is available through the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Actuarial Information Browser
at https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser.

Producers will be subject to payment limitations based on their
average adjusted gross income.

Both insured and uninsured producers are eligible to apply for 2017
WHIP. However, all producers receiving 2017 WHIP payments will
be required to purchase crop insurance and/or NAP, at the 60
percent coverage level or higher, for the next two available crop
years to meet statutory requirements. Producers who fail to
purchase crop insurance for the next two applicable years will be
required to pay back the 2017 WHIP payment.

Each producer will be asked to provide acceptable production
records which must be either verifiable or reliable production
records. If a producer is unable to provide production records,
USDA will calculate the production based on the higher of the
producer certified production and the county disaster yield.

Contact your local FSA office to make an appointment to apply. For
more information on USDA disaster assistance programs, visit
https://www.farmers.gov/recover.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not
covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse
weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and additional cost
associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.
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Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 2017 to
Sept. 30, 2018 must file:

e Anotice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by Dec. 3,
2018
e An application for payment by Dec. 3, 2018

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:
e ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet

e ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
e ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.

2019 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list
of county-specific deadlines. Beginning with the 2019 crop year, the acreage reporting date is
established as July 15 for perennial forage. The following upcoming acreage reporting dates are
applicable for Alabama:

November 15, 2018 Onions

January 2, 2019 Honey (If colonies are acquired after January 2, 2019, the crop must be
reported within 30 calendar days of the date colonies of bees are acquired, brought into, or removed
from the county.)

January 15, 2019 Blueberries, Canola, Rapeseed, Fall Oats, Peaches, Fall Wheat

March 15, 2019 Pecans, Potatoes (planted Jan. 1- Mar. 1)

May 15, 2019 Sweet Corn, Potatoes (planted Mar. 2-Apr. 15), Tobacco, Tomatoes
May 31, 2019 Nursery Crops

July 15, 2019 PRF/Perennial Forage, CRP and All Other Crops

September 30, 2019 — Value loss and controlled environment crops, with the exception of Nursery

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates for Alabama:
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e If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

e If a producer is subject to a growing season inspection, then the acreage must be reported no
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

” o

green manure,”

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days before
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA office.

USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2018

Farmers and ranchers with generic base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) safety net program still have time to enroll for the 2018 crop year. Producers with
generic base acres have until Dec. 7, 2018, to allocate generic base acres, update yields, make a
program election for seed cotton base acres and enroll farms that formerly contained generic base
acres.

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must enroll by
signhing a contract each program year.

The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enroliment period will not be eligible for
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or farm
revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. Producers
who made their elections in previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enroliment period.

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities.
Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice
(which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed,
wheat and upland cotton. For more details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA
office, visit https://www.farmers.gov/.

Changing Bank Accounts

FSA program payments are issued electronically into your bank account. In order to make timely
payments, you need to notify your FSA servicing office if you close your account or if your bank
information is changed for whatever reason (such as your financial institution merging or being
purchased). Payments can be delayed if FSA is not notified of changes to account and bank routing
numbers.
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For some programs, payments are not made until the following year. For example, payments for crop
year 2017 through the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage program aren’t paid until
2018. If the bank account was closed due to the death of an individual or dissolution of an entity or
partnership before the payment was issued, please notify your local FSA office as soon as possible to
claim your payment.

Actively Engaged Provisions for Non-Family Joint Operations
or Entities

Many Farm Service Agency programs require all program participants, either individuals or legal
entities, to be “actively engaged in farming.” This means participants provide a significant contribution
to the farming operation, whether it is capital, land, equipment, active personal labor and/or
management. For entities, each partner, stockholder or member with an ownership interest, must
contribute active personal labor and/or management to the operation on a regular basis.

Joint operations comprised of non-family members or partners, stockholders or persons with an
ownership in the farming operation must meet additional payment eligibility provisions. Joint
operations comprised of family members are exempt from these additional requirements. For 2016
and subsequent crop years, non-family joint operations can have one member that may use a
significant contribution of active personal management exclusively to meet the requirements to be
determined “actively engaged in farming.” The person or member will be defined as the farm manager
for the purposes of administering these management provisions.

Non-family joint operations may request to add up to two additional managers for their farming
operation based on the size and/or complexity of the operation. If additional farm managers are
requested and approved, all members who contribute management are required to complete form
CCC-902MR, Management Activity Record. The farm manager should use the form to record
management activities including capital, labor and agronomics, which includes crop selection, planting
decisions, acquisition of inputs, crop management and marketing decisions. One form should be used
for each month and the farm manager should enter the number of hours of time spent for each activity
under the date of the month the actions were completed. The farm manager must also document if
each management activity was completed on the farm or remotely.

The records and supporting business documentation must be maintained and timely made available
for review by the appropriate FSA reviewing authority, if requested.

If the farm manager fails to meet these requirements, their contribution of active personal
management to the farming operation for payment eligibility purposes will be disregarded and their
payment eligibility status will be re-determined for the applicable program year.

In some instances, additional persons or members of a non-family member joint operation who meet
the definition of farm manager may also be allowed to use such a contribution of active personal
management to meet the eligibility requirements. However, under no circumstances may the number
of farm managers in a non-family joint operation exceed a total of three in any given crop and program
year.

USDA and SCORE Joining Forces to Find Mentors

If you are a farmer or rancher, or have agricultural or business experience, join us in supporting the
next generation and in investing in your local community! Your experiences and knowledge as a



business owner, agricultural professional, or farmer can provide vital support to the community you
live in.

USDA is collaborating with SCORE — www.score.org - the nation's largest network of volunteer,
expert business mentors in an effort to expand the field of available agricultural mentors and provide
free business mentoring to farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural and rural business

owners. SCORE is currently looking for volunteers with experience in an agriculture-related field who
would like to become a part of an extended field of volunteers. The organization’s Orientation and
Mentoring Certification program provides volunteers with everything needed to be a successful
volunteer. Training includes background about SCORE’s mission and services, as well as guidance
on how to be a business mentor, including enhancement of listening, interviewing and problem-
solving skills.

Current SCORE volunteer mentors have backgrounds in finance, accounting, marketing, operations,
business and financial planning. The mentors provide local expertise and free one-on-one business
mentoring to new and existing farmers and business owners. Together they work through the process
of starting up or maintaining agricultural and rural businesses. No matter what stage a business is in,
SCORE volunteer mentors can help in developing business plans, navigating financing and legal
issues, identifying new markets, and other topics, in order to help their clients succeed.

FSA invites you to learn more and sign up to become a mentor today at
https://newfarmers.usda.gov/mentorship.

Supervised Credit

Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans from
a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Therefore, it is our goal to
help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help borrowers through
training and credit counseling.

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. Through this
process, FSA staff will advise borrowers in developing strategies and a plan to meet your operation’s
goals and graduate to commercial credit. Ultimately, the borrower is responsible for the success of the
farming operation, but FSA's staff will help in an advisory role to provide the tools necessary to help
you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Maintaining Good Credit History

Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs require that applicants have a satisfactory credit
history. A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are reviewed
to verify outstanding debts, if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash flow.

Information found on a customer’s credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in
conducting FSA business.
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Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will
provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is
up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies.

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score.

e Make sure to pay bills on time. Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can
be an effective way to remember payment due dates.

o Pay down existing debt.

e Keep your credit card balances low.

e Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts.

FSA'’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a loan
after improving or correcting your credit report.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).


http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMTA5Ljk3NDIwNTgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTEwOS45NzQyMDU4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3Mjk1MDQxJmVtYWlsaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&114&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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