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USDA Acreage Reporting Deadline for
Perennial Forage Changes to July 15

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has established a new acreage
reporting deadline for perennial forage for 2019 and subsequent
years. Previously set in the fall, the new deadline is July 15 for all
states, except for Hawaii and Puerto Rico.

Timely and accurate acreage reports for all crops and land uses,
including prevented planting or failed acreage, are the foundation
for many FSA program benefits, including disaster programs for
livestock owners. Producers must report their acreage to maintain
program eligibility.

Producers who have coverage for perennial forage under the
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) must report
their crop acreage by the earlier of any of the following:

e the established acreage reporting date (July 15)

e 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of
the specific crop acreage being reported

e the established normal harvest date for the end of the
coverage period.
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Storage and Handling Trucks Eligible for Farm Storage Facility
Loans

Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL) provide low-interest financing so producers can build or upgrade
facilities to store commodities. Some storage and handling trucks are eligible for the FSFL. These
include:

e Cold Storage Trucks-A van or truck designed to carry perishable freight at specific
temperatures. Cold storage trucks can be ice-cooled or equipped with any variety of
mechanical refrigeration systems.

e Flatbed Trucks-Truck with an open body in the form of a platform with no side walls for easy
loading and unloading. These trucks can be categorized into different sizes which range from
light, medium, or heavy duty, compact or full-size, or short and expandable beds.

e Grain Trucks-A piece of farm equipment specially made to accommodate grain products and
are traditionally truck chassis units with a mounted grain “dump” body where grain
commodities are transported from a field to either a grain elevator or a storage bin.

e Storage Trucks with a Chassis Unit-Commonly referred to as a box truck, box van or
straight truck, is a truck with a cargo body mounted on the same chassis with the engine and
cab.

To be eligible for FSFL, the storage and handling truck must be less than 15 years old and have a
maximum of four axles with a gross weight rating of 60,000 pounds or less. Pick-up trucks, semi-
trucks, dump trucks, and simple insulated and ventilated vans are ineligible for FSFL.

FSFL for storage and handling trucks must be $100,000 or less. FSFL-financed storage and handling
trucks must be used for the purpose for which they were acquired for the entire FSFL term.

Eligible commodities include grains, oilseeds, pulse crops, hay, honey, renewable biomass
commodities, fruits and vegetables, floriculture, hops, maple sap, milk, cheese, yogurt, butter, eggs,
meat/poultry (unprocessed), rye and aquaculture.

For more information or to apply for a FSFL, contact your local ESA Service Center.

Environmental Review Required Before Project Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL)
program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the
Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your project
proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site preparation
or ground disturbance.

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.


http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMjE4Ljk5MjQwMTIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTIxOC45OTI0MDEyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MzM2MTkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&102&&&https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved.

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider NAP Risk Protection
Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. Beginning,
underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage.

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits,
vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey,
syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialinformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx. NAP basic
coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent
of expected production.

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service Centers go to
http://offices.usda.gov.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent
lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.

Emergency Disaster Declarations and Designations

Farmers and ranchers know all too well that natural disasters can be a common, and likely a costly,
variable to their operation. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has emergency assistance programs to
provide assistance when disasters strike, and for some of those programs, a disaster designation may
be the eligibility trigger. When natural disaster occurs, there is a process for requesting a USDA
Secretarial disaster designation for a county. Agricultural producers can play a vital role in this
process.

If you have experienced a production loss as a result of a natural disaster you may submit a request
to your local FSA county office for your county to be evaluated for a Secretarial disaster designation.
Once a request is received, the county office will collect disaster data and create a Loss Assessment
Report. The County Emergency Board will review the Loss Assessment Report and determine if a
recommendation is sent forward to the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture for the designation.
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For more information on FSA disaster programs and disaster designations, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster.

Save Time — Make an Appointment with FSA

Producers are encouraged to call their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to ensure
maximum use of their time and to make sure FSA staff is available to tend to their important business
needs. Please call your local FSA office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to discuss any
records or documentation that might be needed during your appointment. To find your local FSA
office, visit: http://offices.sc.eqgov.usda.gov/locator/app.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership
Loans
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help farmers

and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations,
increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations.

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular,
down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for
smaller financial needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up
to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the
property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The
maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment period for the loan is
up to 40 years.

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted.
The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation of the farm
or ranch was not solely as a laborer.

For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan
Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly,
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans.

PAD payments are pre-authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a
financial institution.
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PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make
payments on loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can only
be established for future payments.

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This
form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to
which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development
(RD) website at http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search for
“Form 3550-28."

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD
DCFO.

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost.
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written
request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment rejections
within a three-month period, the preauthorized debt agreement will be cancelled by FSA. The
payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized debit.
You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date.

For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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