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USDA'’s Conservation Reserve Program
Grasslands Signup

Farmers and ranchers may apply to enroll grasslands in the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands signup. The signup
runs through May 15.

Through CRP Grasslands, participants retain the right to conduct
common grazing practices, such as haying, mowing or harvesting seed
from the enrolled land. Timing of some activities may be restricted by
the primary nesting season of birds.

Participants will receive an annual rental payment and may receive up
to 50 percent cost-share for establishing approved conservation
practices. The duration of the CRP contract is either 10 or 15 years.
FSA will rank applications using a number of factors including
existence of expiring CRP land, threat of conversion or development,
existing grassland, and predominance of native species cover, and
cost.

The 2018 Farm Bill set aside 2 million acres for CRP Grassland
enroliment. CRP is one of the largest conservation programs at USDA.
CRP marks its 35-year anniversary in 2020 with 22 million acres
currently enrolled.

For more information or to enroll in CRP Grasslands, contact your local
FSA county office or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local FSA
office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.
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CRP Continuous Enrollment Period

The Farm Service Agency is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup.

CRP is a voluntary program that contracts with agricultural producers so that environmentally sensitive
agricultural land is devoted to conservation benefits. CRP participants establish long-term, resource-
conserving vegetative species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”), to control soil
erosion, improve the water quality and enhance wildlife habitat. In return, FSA provides participants
with annual rental payments and cost-share assistance. Continuous signup enroliment contracts are 10
to 15 years in duration.

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation practices
can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers are automatically accepted provided the land and producer
meet certain eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap.

Unlike CRP enrolliments under general CRP signups or CRP Grasslands, offers for continuous
enrollment are not subject to competitive bidding during specific periods.

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.

USDA Stands Up New Team to Better Serve Beginning Farmers
and Ranchers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is standing up a new team of U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) staff that will lead a department-wide effort focused on serving beginning farmers
and ranchers.

To institutionalize support for beginning farmers and ranchers and to build upon prior agency work, the
2018 Farm Bill directed USDA to create a national coordinator position in the agency and state-level
coordinators for four of its agencies — Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS), Risk Management Agency (RMA), and Rural Development (RD).

Sarah Campbell was selected as the national coordinator to lead USDA'’s efforts. A beginning farmer
herself, Campbell held previous positions with USDA and has a wealth of experience working on issues
impacting beginning farmers and ranchers. She recently served as acting director of customer
experience for the Farm Production and Conservation Business Center, where she led the piloting of
innovative, customer-centric initiatives.

In her new role, she will work closely with the state coordinators to develop goals and create plans to
increase beginning farmer participation and access to programs while coordinating nationwide efforts
on beginning farmers and ranchers.

Each state coordinator will receive training and develop tailored beginning farmer outreach plans for
their state. Coordinators will help field employees better reach and serve beginning farmers and
ranchers and will also be available to assist beginning farmers who need help navigating the variety of
resources USDA has to offer.
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More on Beginning Farmers
Twenty seven percent of farmers were categorized as new and beginning producers, with 10 years or
less of experience in agriculture, according to the 2017 Census of Agriculture.

USDA offers a variety of farm loan, risk management, disaster assistance, and conservation programs
to support farmers, including beginning farmers and ranchers. Additionally, a number of these programs
have provisions specifically for beginning farmers, including targeted funding for loans and conservation
programs as well as waivers and exemptions.

More Information

Learn more about USDA’s resources for beginning farmers as well as more information on the national
and state-level coordinators at newfarmers.usda.gov and farmers.gov. For more information on
available programs in your area, contact your local USDA service center.

Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage Enroliment
for 2020

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages agricultural producers to enroll now in the Agriculture
Risk Loss (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs. The deadline to enroll for the 2020 crop
year is June 30, 2020. By enrolling soon, producers can beat the rush as the deadline nears.

FSA offices have multiple programs competing for the time and attention of our staff. Because of the
importance and complexities of the ARC and PLC programs; and to ensure FSA meets your program
delivery expectations, please do not wait to start the enroliment process. Contact your FSA county
office and make an appointment soon to ensure your elections are made and contracts signed well
ahead of the deadline.

ARC and PLC provide financial protections to farmers from substantial drops in crop prices or revenues
and are vital economic safety nets for most American farms.

The programs cover the following commodities: barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain
rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and
wheat.

Farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields that take effect beginning with
crop year 2020. If the owner accompanies the producer to the office, the yield update and enroliments
may be completed during the same office visit.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC, download our program fact sheet or our 2014-2018 farm bills
comparison fact sheet. Online ARC and PLC election decision tools are available

at fsa.usda.gov/arc/plc. To enroll, contact your FSA county office for an appointment.

Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain

Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is heaped
up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases.
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Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral should
remember that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term of the loan.

Final Planting Dates

All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final planting
date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so please
contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. The timely planting of a
crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits.

Livestock Inventory Records

Producers are reminded to keep updated livestock inventory records. These records are necessary in
the event of a natural disaster.

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist producers who suffered
excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, producers will be required to provide verifiable
documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a
notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.
For grazing or feed losses, producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30
calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and receipts.

Producers should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:

e Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock
e Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts;

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local FSA office.

Communication is Key in Lending

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary to
be a success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:

Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation;

Any significant changes to family income or expenses;

The development of problem situations;

Any losses or proposed significant changes in securityln addition, if a farm loan borrower
cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact your farm loan
staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.



For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Borrower Training

Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency customers. This training is required for all
direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to help
the applicant develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm and build
equity in the operation. It aims to help the producer become financially successful. Borrower training is
provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a list
of approved vendors.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-
8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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