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CRP Continuous Enrollment Period

The Farm Service Agency is accepting offers for specific
conservation practices under the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) Continuous Signup.

CRP is a voluntary program that contracts with agricultural
producers so that environmentally sensitive agricultural land is
devoted to conservation benefits. CRP participants establish long-
term, resource-conserving vegetative species, such as approved
grasses or trees (known as “covers”), to control soil erosion,
improve the water quality and enhance wildlife habitat. In return,
FSA provides participants with annual rental payments and cost-
share assistance. Continuous signup enrollment contracts are 10 to
15 years in duration.

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land
devoted to certain conservation practices can be enrolled in CRP at
any time. Offers are automatically accepted provided the land and
producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enrollment
levels do not exceed the statutory cap.

Unlike CRP enroliments under general CRP signups or CRP
Grasslands, offers for continuous enrollment are not subject to
competitive bidding during specific periods.

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, visit
fsa.usda.gov/crp.
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Additional Commodities Eligible for Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced an initial list of additional commaodities that
have been added to the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP), and that the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) made other adjustments to the program based on comments received from
agricultural producers and organizations and review of market data. Producers will be able to submit
applications that include these commodities on Monday, July 13, 2020. USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) is accepting through Aug. 28, 2020, applications for CFAP, which helps offset price declines and
additional marketing costs because of the coronavirus pandemic. USDA expects additional eligible
commodities to be announced in the coming weeks.

USDA collected comments and supporting data for consideration of additional commodities through
June 22, 2020.

Changes to CFAP include:

e Adding the following commodities: alfalfa sprouts, anise, arugula, basil, bean sprouts, beets,
blackberries, Brussels sprouts, celeriac (celery root), chives, cilantro, coconuts, collard greens,
dandelion greens, greens (others not listed separately), guava, kale greens, lettuce — including
Boston, green leaf, Lolla Rossa, oak leaf green, oak leaf red and red leaf — marjoram, mint,
mustard, okra, oregano, parsnips, passion fruit, peas (green), pineapple, pistachios, radicchio,
rosemary, sage, savory, sorrel, fresh sugarcane, Swiss chard, thyme and turnip top greens.

o Expanding for seven currently eligible commodities — apples, blueberries, garlic, potatoes,
raspberries, tangerines and taro — CARES Act funding for sales losses because USDA found
these commodities had a 5 percent or greater price decline between mid-January and mid-
April as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Originally, these commodities were only eligible
for marketing adjustments.

e Determining that peaches and rhubarb no longer qualify for payment under the CARES Act
sales loss category.

o Correcting payment rates for apples, artichokes, asparagus, blueberries, cantaloupes,
cucumbers, garlic, kiwifruit, mushrooms, papaya, peaches, potatoes, raspberries, rhubarb,
tangerines and taro.

Additional details can be found in the Federal Register in the Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) and
Final Rule Correction and at www.farmers.gov/cfap.

Producers have several options for applying to the CFAP program:

e Using an online portal, accessible at farmers.gov/cfap, allows producers with secure USDA
login credentials—known as eAuthentication—to certify eligible commodities online, digitally
sign applications and submit directly to the local USDA Service Center. New commodities will
be available in the system on July 13, 2020.

e Completing the application form using our CFAP Application Generator and Payment
Calculator found at farmers.gov/cfap. This Excel workbook allows customers to input
information specific to their operation to determine estimated payments and populate the
application form, which can be printed, then signed and submitted to their local USDA Service
Center. An updated version with the new commodities will be available on the website on July
13, 2020.

¢ Downloading the AD-3114 application form from farmers.gov/cfap and manually completing
the form to submit to the local USDA Service Center by mail, electronically or by hand delivery
to an office drop box. In some limited cases, the office may be open for in-person business by
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appointment. Visit farmers.gov/coronavirus/service-center-status to check the status of your
local office.

USDA Service Centers can also work with producers to complete and securely transmit digitally signed
applications through two commercially available tools: Box and OneSpan. Producers who are
interested in digitally signing their applications should notify their local service centers when calling to
discuss the CFAP application process. You can learn more about these solutions at
farmers.gov/mydocs.

Getting Help from FSA

New customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP application process can call 877-508-8364
to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer general assistance. This is a recommended first
step before a producer engages the team at the FSA county office at their local USDA Service Center.

All other eligibility forms, such as those related to adjusted gross income and payment information, can
be downloaded from farmers.gov/cfap. For existing FSA customers, these documents are likely already
on file.

More than 1.2 million acres accepted for Conservation Reserve
Program Grasslands

More than 1.2 million acres were accepted in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands
during the recent signup period that began March 16 and ended May 15.

Through CRP Grasslands, participants retain the right to conduct common grazing practices, such as
haying, mowing or harvesting seed from the enrolled land. Timing of some activities may be restricted
by the primary nesting season of birds.

Participants will receive an annual rental payment and may receive up to 50 percent cost-share for
establishing approved conservation practices. The duration of the CRP contract is 10 or 15 years. FSA
ranked offers using a number of factors, including existence of expiring CRP land, threat of conversion
or development, existing grassland and predominance of native species cover and cost.

The 2018 Farm Bill set aside 2 million acres for CRP Grassland enroliment. CRP is one of the largest
conservation programs at USDA. CRP marks its 35-year anniversary in 2020 with 22 million acres
currently enrolled.

For more information or to enroll in CRP Grasslands, contact your local FSA county office or visit
fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

USDA Announces Flexibilities for Producers Filing ‘Notice of
Loss’ for Failed, Prevented Planted Acres

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is providing additional flexibilities for producers to file on
acres with failed crops or crops that were prevented from planting because of extreme weather events.
USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is adding these flexibilities for Notice of Loss on both insured and
uninsured crops to enable Service Centers to best assist producers.
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Filing for Prevented Planted Acres

For insured crops, producers who timely filed a prevented planted claim with the reinsurance company
but filed a Notice of Loss (CCC-576) form after the deadline will be considered timely filed for FSA
purposes. FSA can use data from the Risk Management Agency (RMA) for accepting the report of
prevented planting with FSA. If the information is not available through RMA, the producer may also
provide proper evidence to FSA that the prevented planted claim was timely filed with the reinsurance
company.

For uninsured crops, producers may start a Notice of Loss (CCC-576) by calling their FSA county
office, or they may print and complete the Notice of Loss (CCC-576) form from home and send to their
county office. For prevented planted acreage, Notice of Loss forms mailed to the FSA office must be
postmarked by the final acreage reporting date in the county to be considered timely filed. For all
prevented planted cases, the Report of Acreage (FSA-578) form and the completed and signed Notice
of Loss (CCC-576) must be filed by the applicable acreage reporting date.

Filing for Failed Acres
For failed acreage of uninsured crops, the Notice of Loss (CCC-576) must be completed, signed and
verified before the disposition of the crop.

When to File a ‘Notice of Loss’
A Notice of Loss cannot be filed for a crop before the final planting date, but it can be filed before
completing the crop acreage report.

More Information
Producers who miss FSA’s July 15 acreage reporting deadline will not face a late filing fee if filed within
a month of the deadline.

For questions, please contact your FSA county office. To locate your FSA county office at your Service
Center, visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

Eligibility for Nominations for the 2020 County Committee
Elections

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees are a
critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local
administration of federal farm programs.

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and
equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable
to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision making and farm
program delivery process.

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas
(LAA). Each member serves a three-year term. To be eligible for nomination and hold office as a
committee member or alternate, a person must fulfill each of the following requirements: (1) be a
producer with an interest in farming or ranching operations, (2) participate or cooperate in any FSA
program provided for by law, (3) be a U.S. citizen, (4) be of legal voting age, (5) meet the basic
eligibility requirements, and (6) reside in the county or multi-county jurisdiction in which they will be
serving.
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All nomination forms for the 2020 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service
Center by Aug. 1, 2020 (or next business day). For more information on FSA county committee
elections and appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC
Member available online at: fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
Losses

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to producers
of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to natural
disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive
heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others.

Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2020 crops. A notice of loss must be filed
the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of
the final harvest date.

Producers of hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must notify FSA within 72 hours of
when a loss becomes apparent.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not
available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms,
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and
industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Guaranteed Loan Program

FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of
principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and operating
purposes.

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings,
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, farm
chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,776,000. Repayment terms vary
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans
are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.
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Direct Loans

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to establish,
maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and service direct loans.

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts,
excluding real estate.

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct and
repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan amount
for direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans
are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or
operating loan.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



	July 2020
	Alabama FSA Newsletter
	Alabama Farm Service Agency

	CRP Continuous Enrollment Period 
	Additional Commodities Eligible for Coronavirus Food Assistance Program
	More than 1.2 million acres accepted for Conservation Reserve Program Grasslands
	USDA Announces Flexibilities for Producers Filing ‘Notice of Loss’ for Failed, Prevented Planted Acres 
	Eligibility for Nominations for the 2020 County Committee Elections 
	Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Losses
	Guaranteed Loan Program
	Direct Loans

