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Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2

Signup for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2)
began on Sept. 21, 2020 and will continue through Dec. 11, 2020.
CFAP 2 provides eligible producers with direct financial assistance due
to market disruptions and associated costs because of the COVID-19
pandemic. Check out our brief video about the program.

CFAP 2 is a separate program from the first round of the Coronavirus
Food Assistance Program, now referred to as CFAP 1. Farmers and
ranchers who participated in CFAP 1 will not be automatically enrolled
and must complete a new application for CFAP 2. Details on how to
apply can be found on farmers.gov/cfap/apply.

CFAP 2 Eligible Commodities Finder

Many more commodities are eligible for CFAP 2 than CFAP 1.
Interested in finding the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2
payment rates for the eligible commodities you grow or raise? Our
new, easy-to-use CFAP 2 Eligible Commodities Finder makes finding
payment rates specific to your operation simple. From yam to alpaca
farmers — and everyone in between — the payment rate information you
need is just a few clicks away. Try it today on your desktop, tablet, or
mobile device.

Call Center

A call center is available for producers who would like additional one-
on-one support with the CFAP 2 application process. Please call 877-
508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer
assistance. The call center can provide service to non-English
speaking customers. Customers will select 1 for English and 2 to
speak with a Spanish speaking employee. For other languages,
customers select 1 and indicate their language to the call center staff.
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Join USDA in Following the #Harvest2020 Progress

Harvest is underway in Alabama and we hope this year brings favorable harvest conditions and high
yields.

Farmers, we invite you to share your harvest progress by sending an email
to sharingoursuccesses@usda.gov with landscape-orientation photos or videos under 10 seconds, a
short description of your photo or video, your city and state, and your Twitter handle (if you have one).

In addition to harvest photos, you can send photos and videos of preparing for harvest as well as those
that show any challenges along the way. This will be a way for you to show other farmers as well as
Americans in general all of the hard work that goes into harvest on your farm.

You can follow along by checking back in periodically to see new harvest photos and videos. To view
the #Harvest2020 progress, visit https://arcg.is/1j9fab0.

New to Farming Because of the Pandemic? USDA Can Help!

Are you new to farming because of the pandemic? USDA can help you get started — everything from
helping you register your farm to getting financial assistance and advice. Our team members, based at
USDA Service Centers across the country, are hearing from people who are interested in more space
and working the land, and we want to let you know we can help.

Get Started with USDA

First, you want to make sure your farm is registered. If you purchased land, it might already be
established with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) with a farm number on file. If not, FSA can help
you register your farm.

To obtain a farm number, you’ll bring an official tax ID (Social Security number or an employer ID) and
a property deed. If you do not own the land, bring a lease agreement to show you have control of the
property to your FSA representative. If your operation is incorporated or an entity, you may also need
to provide proof that you have signature authority and the legal ability to enter contracts with USDA.

Access to Capital

USDA can provide access to capital through its farm loans, which is a great resource when producers
aren’'t able to get a loan from a traditional lender. Loans can help with purchasing land or equipment or
with operating costs, and FSA even offers microloans, which are especially popular among producers
with smaller farms. For more information, check out our Farm Loan Discovery Tool.

Conservation Practices

We can help you make conservation improvements to your farm, which are good for your bottom line
and your operation. We’'ll help you develop a conservation plan as well as apply for financial assistance
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that'll cover the bulk of the costs for implementing. To learn more about some of the conservation
practices that we help producers with, check out our Conservation at Work Video Series.

If you purchase land, and you don’t want to farm all of it, you can look at either a conservation
easement or managing for native shrubs and grasses through either the Agricultural Conservation
Easement Program or Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Easements are long-term, while a CRP
contract is 10-15 years. These are good options for lands with land that is not optimal for production or
sensitive lands like wetlands and grasslands.

Additional Resources

Depending on your farm, you may want to look at crop insurance. The USDA’s Risk Management
Agency provides crop insurance to help you manage risks on your farm. There are many types of
insurance products available for a wide variety of production practices, including organic and
sustainable agriculture.

Your local communities also have great resources for farmers including conservation districts, Rural
Development, cooperative extensions, and different farming groups. To get started with USDA, contact
your local USDA service center.

USDA Announces Oct. 30 Deadline to Submit Wildfire,
Hurricane Disaster Assistance Applications

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced Friday, Oct. 30, 2020, as the deadline to
submit applications for the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program — Plus (WHIP+) for 2018 and
2019 losses. USDA did not originally specify a deadline when the program was announced.

WHIP+ compensates producers for losses due to hurricanes, floods, snowstorms, tornadoes,
typhoons, volcanic activity, drought, excessive moisture, and wildfires occurring in calendar years 2018
and 2019. Drought and excessive moisture were added as eligible losses for the program in March
2020. To date, FSA has received more than 133,000 applications for WHIP+ disaster assistance and
paid out nearly $1.4 billion in WHIP+ benefits.

Next week, FSA will launch a new tool on the farmers.gov WHIP+ webpage to help producers
understand eligibility for the program and whether they had possible losses in 2018 and 2019. The tool
will also allow producers an opportunity to provide information for FSA staff to reach out to them.

FSA will announce soon the details for producers who experienced quality loss from 2018 and 2019
natural disaster events authorized in appropriations legislation. There will be a separate signup period
for producers reporting quality loss.

For more information or application assistance, visit farmers.gov WHIP+ webpage, or contact your local
USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct
business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with
the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency should call
ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-screen
visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social distancing
guidelines. Visitors are required to wear a face covering during their appointment. Field work will
continue with appropriate social distancing. Our program delivery staff will be in the office, and they will


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwMzAzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9jb25zZXJ2ZS9jb25zZXJ2YXRpb24tYXQtd29yaz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.UsvFKTm1BaaJCR_tvmoSvo1tfIPZY1U9pzNyqw85ciI%2Fs%2F6538392%2Fbr%2F87118922436-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C86468af0ff1d4dd3ecc208d874fbf801%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637387972831277230%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=d2O2fJTaAhGiUHz%2FsoD0VVgz7FvuZRoIt2JBTI5hry8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwMzAzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ybWEudXNkYS5nb3YvVG9waWNzL0JlZ2lubmluZy1GYXJtZXJzP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.4izy3wo6U3qPcjTwUNfNtsjSnp5tN4xDUAT7-qdYo0k%2Fs%2F6538392%2Fbr%2F87118922436-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C86468af0ff1d4dd3ecc208d874fbf801%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637387972831287181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yK2mz6dF1i%2BODWBGQ6URCY%2F9KVN890bIiIGj0M6TDlA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwMzAzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ybWEudXNkYS5nb3YvVG9waWNzL0JlZ2lubmluZy1GYXJtZXJzP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.4izy3wo6U3qPcjTwUNfNtsjSnp5tN4xDUAT7-qdYo0k%2Fs%2F6538392%2Fbr%2F87118922436-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C86468af0ff1d4dd3ecc208d874fbf801%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637387972831287181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yK2mz6dF1i%2BODWBGQ6URCY%2F9KVN890bIiIGj0M6TDlA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwMzAzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L3doaXAtcGx1cz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.RYcVcQfaYZXafFS8zQqJu8sK6FgUgf9fLIRVqujXnis%2Fs%2F6538392%2Fbr%2F87118922436-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C86468af0ff1d4dd3ecc208d874fbf801%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637387972831287181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vjio1fLJP6Yr54ozkmMtUn9MZ%2Bx4Dpk%2Br5EynbR4hLk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwMzAzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9yZWNvdmVyL3doaXAtcGx1cz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.UJJgHGju5YghfqU15STPnruHNirBEJyzBAaYfRwtTMk%2Fs%2F6538392%2Fbr%2F87118922436-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C86468af0ff1d4dd3ecc208d874fbf801%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637387972831287181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2k3p5cZbBjGuGc1l3ssjukp%2FtGO%2BGqJj2D%2BmW%2FbA7q0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMjAuMjkwMzAzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9zZXJ2aWNlLWNlbnRlci1sb2NhdG9yP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.h3eX3QeMVEEvySqSDs0Xnr9RLn8L4khSl48vRo9CYq0%2Fs%2F6538392%2Fbr%2F87118922436-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C86468af0ff1d4dd3ecc208d874fbf801%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637387972831297140%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=twHKyC4v0bFNNHMmSBvGa%2FLd%2FmDjBjH6FSkupMs%2FLZY%3D&reserved=0

be working with our producers in office, by phone, and using online tools. More information can be
found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Enroliment Begins for Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price
Loss Coverage Programs for 2021

Agricultural producers can now make elections and enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2021 crop year. The signup period opened Tuesday, Oct.
13. These key U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety-net programs help producers weather
fluctuations in either revenue or price for certain crops, and more than $5 billion in payments are in the
process of going out to producers who signed up for the 2019 crop year.

Enroliment for the 2021 crop year closes March 15, 2021.

ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue declines
below a specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on historical base acres
when the effective price for a covered commodity falls below its reference price.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium and short
grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.

2021 Elections and Enrollment

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in crop-by-crop ARC-County or PLC, or ARC-Individual for the
entire farm, for the 2021 crop year. Although election changes for 2021 are optional, enroliment (signed
contract) is required for each year of the program. If a producer has a multi-year contract on the farm
and makes an election change for 2021, it will be necessary to sign a new contract.

If an election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2021, the election defaults to the current
election for crops on the farm from the prior crop year.

For crop years 2022 and 2023, producers will have an opportunity to make new elections during those
signups. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a share interest in the farm.

2019 Crop Year ARC and PLC Payments

FSA began processing payments last week for 2019 ARC-County (ARC-CO) and PLC on covered
commodities that met payment triggers on farms enrolled for the 2019 crop year. In addition to the $5
billion now in process, FSA anticipates it will issue additional payments by the end of November for
2019 commodities covered under ARC-Individual (ARC-IC) and additional commodities that trigger
PLC and ARC-CO payments for which rates have not yet been published. Producers who had 2019
covered commodities enrolled in ARC-CO can visit the ARC and PLC webpage for payment rates
applicable to their county and each covered commaodity. For farms and covered commodities enrolled
in 2019 PLC, the following crops met payment triggers: barley, canola, chickpeas (small and large),
corn, dry peas, grain sorghum, lentils, peanuts, seed cotton and wheat.

Oats and soybeans did not meet 2019 PLC payment triggers.

2019 PLC payment rates for the following covered commodities have not been determined: crambe,
flaxseed, long and medium grain rice, mustard seed, rapeseed, safflower, sesame seed, sunflower
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seed and temperate Japonica rice. Payment rates for these commodities will be announced at a later
date.

Web-Based Decision Tools

In partnership with USDA, the University of lllinois and Texas A&M University offer web-based decision
tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to their
respective farming operations. Tools include:

e Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, the University of lllinois tool that offers farmers the
ability to run payment estimate modeling for their farms and counties for ARC-County and
PLC.

e ARC and PLC Decision Tool, the Texas A&M tool allows producers to analyze payment vield
updates and expected payments for 2021. Producers who have used the tool in the past
should see their username and much of their farm data already available in the system.

More Information
For more information on ARC and PLC, including two online decision tools that assist producers in
making enrollment and election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and PLC webpage.

For additional questions and assistance, contact your local USDA service center. To locate your local
FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct
business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with
the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency should call
ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-screen
visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social distancing
guidelines. Visitors are required to wear a face covering during their appointment. Field work will
continue with appropriate social distancing. Our program delivery staff will be in the office, and they will
be working with our producers in office, by phone, and using online tools. More information can be
found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers
Impacted by COVID-19

Set-Aside Delays Loan Payments for Borrowers

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan
provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans who
are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In some
cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers who have already had one payment set
aside because of a prior designated disaster.

FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside
authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations of
the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a loan payment Set-
Aside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local FSA county office.
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The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to accrue
interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current production cycle.

FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for servicing
direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants and
borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to discuss loan making and servicing
flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers participating in FSA’s guaranteed loan programs
are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office contact information,
can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus.

FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature. Some services
are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the
farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain program
applications and payments. Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request
conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in.

USDA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will continue
with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into the office,
they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible. All Service
Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or
any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center to schedule a phone
appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

New USDA Survey to Measure Areas for Improvement

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a new annual survey of farmers, ranchers and
private forestland owners. The survey will help USDA understand what it is doing well and where
improvements are needed, specifically at the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) and Risk Management Agency (RMA).

A selection of 28,000 producers will receive the survey over the next few weeks, but all farmers are
encouraged to take the survey at farmers.gov/survey.

This survey is part of the President’s Management Agenda. It requires High Impact Service Provider
agencies across the federal government, including FSA and NRCS, to conduct annual surveys to
measure and respond to areas needing improvement.

The survey consists of 20 questions and takes approximately 10 minutes to complete. Responses are
confidential, and individual responses will be aggregated. The survey will be open for at least six weeks
and will be closed once USDA receives a 30% response rate.

Learn more and take the survey at www.farmers.gov/survey.

Environmental Review Required Before Project Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.
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For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL)
program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental
review, the request will be denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and
emergencies, it's important to wait until you receive written approval of your project proposal before
starting any actions.

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact your local FSA
office early in your planning process to determine what level of environmental review is required for
your program application so that it can be completed timely.

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that Fit
Their Operation

Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmgers.gov to find information on
USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help.

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to
better understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple
questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After
submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their specific
needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities,
and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements
and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers
prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start”
button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is
applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome,
Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in
Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and
manage accounts.
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The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and alerts
by logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features,
the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can help
their operation recover from natural disasters.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov.

USDA Issues CRP Payments

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is issuing $1.68 billion in payments to agricultural
producers and landowners for the 21.9 million acres enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP), which provides annual rental payments for land devoted to conservation purposes.

Through CRP, farmers and ranchers establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as
approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality, and enhance wildlife habitat
on cropland. Farmers and ranchers who participate in CRP help provide numerous benefits to the
nation’s environment and economy.

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the United
States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity
prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing
many conservation and economic benefits. The program marks its 35-year anniversary this December.
Program successes include:

e Preventing more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, which is enough soil to fill 600 million
dump trucks;

e Reducing nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled cropland by 95 and 85
percent, respectively;

e Sequestering an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9
million cars off the road;

e Creating more than 3 million acres of restored wetlands while protecting more than 175,000
stream miles with riparian forest and grass buffers, which is enough to go around the world
seven times; and

e Benefiting bees and other pollinators and increasing populations of ducks, pheasants, turkey,
bobwhite quail, prairie chickens, grasshopper sparrows, and many other birds.

e For more information on CRP, visit fsa.usda.gov or contact your |local FSA county office.

e CRP participants with contracts effective beginning on October 1, 2020, will receive their first
annual rental payment in October 2021.

The successes of CRP contribute to USDA’s Agriculture Innovation Agenda and its goal of reducing
the environmental footprint of U.S. agriculture by half by 2050. Earlier this year, Secretary Perdue
announced the department-wide initiative to align resources, programs, and research to position
American agriculture to better meet future global demands.
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CRP participants with contracts effective beginning on October 1, 2020, will receive their first annual
rental payment in October 2021.

For more information on CRP, visit fsa.usda.gov or contact your local FSA county office.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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