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USDA Extends General Signup for
Conservation Reserve Program

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is extending the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General Signup period, which
had previously been announced as ending on Feb. 12, 2021. USDA
will continue to accept offers as it takes this opportunity for the incoming
Administration to evaluate ways to increase enrollment. Under the
previous Administration, incentives and rental payment rates were
reduced resulting in an enroliment shortfall of over 4 million acres. The
program, administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA),
provides annual rental payments for 10 to 15 years for land devoted to
conservation purposes, as well as other types of payments.

Before the General CRP signup period ends, producers will have the
opportunity to adjust or resubmit their offers to take advantage of
planned improvements to the program.

As one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the United
States, CRP provides both economic and conservation benefits by
taking land out of agricultural production. Program successes include:

e Sequestering in soils and plants over 12 million metric tons of
carbon dioxide equivalent (COze), or about the same amount
that the entire state of Delaware emits annually.

e Preventing more than 2 billion tons of soil from being blown
away by wind erosion over the life of currently enrolled acres.

¢ Reducing phosphorous reaching streams by almost 85 million
pounds, nitrogen by nearly 450 million pounds, and sediment
by over 160 million tons in 2020 alone.
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e Creating more than 2.3 million acres of restored wetlands while
protecting more than 177,000 stream miles with riparian forest
and grass buffers, enough to go around the world seven times.

e Establishing over a half million acres of dedicated pollinator
habitat and nearly 15 million more acres of diverse plantings
that provide forage for pollinators.

e Increasing populations of ducks and other game birds, prairie
chickens, and such grassland songbirds as Baird’s Sparrow.
CRP in the Northern Great Plains supports an estimated 8.6%
of the grassland bird population.

¢ Increasing habitat that supports economic opportunities, such
as job creation, related to hunting and fishing activities.

This signup for CRP gives producers an opportunity to enroll land for
the first time or re-enroll land under existing contracts that will be
expiring Sept. 30, 2021. All interested producers, including those on
Indian reservations and with trust lands, are encouraged to contact their
local USDA Service Center for more information.

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that
restrict in-person visits or require appointments. All Service Center
visitors wishing to conduct business with FSA, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency should call
ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for
appointments will pre-screen visitors based on health concerns or
recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social distancing guidelines.
Visitors are also required to wear a face covering during their
appointment. Our program delivery staff will continue to work with our
producers by phone, email, and using online tools. More information
can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

March 15 is Deadline to Make Elections and Complete
Enrollment in 2021 Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) Programs

Agricultural producers can now make elections and enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2021 crop year.

Enrollment for the 2021 crop year closes March 15, 2021.

ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue declines
below a specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on historical base acres
when the effective price for a covered commodity falls below its reference price.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium and short
grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.
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2021 Elections and Enroliment

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in crop-by-crop ARC-County or PLC, or ARC-Individual for the
entire farm, for the 2021 crop year. Although election changes for 2021 are optional, enroliment (signed
contract) is required for each year of the program. If a producer has a multi-year contract on the farm
and makes an election change for 2021, it will be necessary to sign a new contract.

If an election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2021, the election defaults to the current
election for crops on the farm from the prior crop year.

For crop years 2022 and 2023, producers will have an opportunity to make new elections during those
signups. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a share interest in the farm.

Web-Based Decision Tools

In partnership with USDA, the University of lllinois and Texas A&M University offer web-based decision
tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to their
respective farming operations. Tools include:

e Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, the University of lllinois tool that offers farmers the ability
to run payment estimate modeling for their farms and counties for ARC-County and PLC.

e ARC and PLC Decision Tool, the Texas A&M tool allows producers to analyze payment yield
updates and expected payments for 2021. Producers who have used the tool in the past should
see their username and much of their farm data already available in the system.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC, including two online decision tools that assist producers in
making enrollment and election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and PLC webpage.

For additional questions and assistance, contact your local USDA service center. To locate your local
FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

Change to Policy on Filing a Notice of Loss for Grazed Forage
Producers with NAP Coverage

For the 2021 and subsequent crop years, NAP forage producers with the intended use of grazing who
elect to use independent assessments or other approved alternative loss percentage methods to
establish their loss are no longer required to file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss with FSA. However, a CCC-
576 Application for Payment form must be submitted to FSA no later than 60 calendar days after the
coverage period ends.

Producers that elect to have the grazing loss determined using similar mechanically harvested units still
must timely file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss within 15 days of the disaster event or damage to the crop
first becomes apparent or within 15 days of harvest.
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USDA Fruit, Vegetable and Wild Rice Planting Rules Unchanged
in 2018 Farm Bill

Fruit, vegetable and wild rice producers will continue to follow the same rules for certain Farm Service
Agency (FSA) programs.

If you intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
programs, you are subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables or
wild rice are planted on payment acres of a farm. Payment reductions do not apply to mung beans, dry
peas, lentils or chickpeas. Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres not considered payment acres
will not result in a payment reduction. Farms that are eligible to participate in ARC/PLC but are not
enrolled for a particular year may plant unlimited fruits, vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not
receive ARC/PLC payments. Eligibility for succeeding years is not affected.

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-for-
acre payment reduction when those crops are planted on more than 15 percent of the base acres of an
ARC enrolled farm using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of the base acres of an
ARC enrolled farm using the individual coverage.

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a payment
reduction if the farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’'s Commodity Credit
Corporation.

USDA Offers Annual Installment Deferral Option for Farm
Storage Facility Loan Borrowers

To assist Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) borrowers experiencing financial hardship from the
pandemic and other challenges in production agriculture, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is offering
a one-time annual installment payment deferral option. No fees or prepayment penalties apply for
borrowers who choose this FSFL loan flexibility option.

Eligible borrowers can request a one-time only annual installment payment deferral for loans having
terms of three, five, seven or ten years. The installment deferral option is not available for 12-year term
loans.

The FSFL installment payments will remain the same, except for the last year. The original loan interest
rate and annual payment due date will remain the same. However, because the installment payment
deferral is a one-year loan term extension, the final payment will be higher due to additional accrued
interest.

Borrowers interested in exercising the one-time annual installment deferral option should contact FSA to
make the request and to obtain, complete and sign required forms.

FSFLs provide low-interest financing for producers to store, handle and transport eligible commodities.
More Information

In addition to offering flexibilities for FSFLs, FSA has also made other flexibilities to help producers
impacted by the pandemic, including relaxing the loan-making process for farm operating and ownership
loans and implementing the Disaster Set-Aside provision that enables an upcoming installment on a



direct loan to be set aside for the year. More information on these flexibilities can be found at
farmers.gov/coronavirus.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit
farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in excess of
normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild
by the federal government or protected by federal law.

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths
were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and
management.

For 2020 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first
apparent. You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local FSA office no
later than 60 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition
occurred.

e Proof of death documentation
e Copy of grower’s contracts
e Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e.
Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 3%. These established
percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions.

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 1,
2021.

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Getting Acreage Reporting Right

You have a lot at stake in making sure your crop insurance acreage reporting is accurate and on time. If
you fail to report on time, you may not be protected. If you report too much acreage, you may pay too
much premium. If you report too little acreage, you may recover less when you file a claim.

Crop insurance agents often say that mistakes in acreage reporting are the easiest way for producers to
have an unsatisfactory experience with crop insurance. Don’t depend on your agent to do this important
job for you. Your signature on the bottom of the acreage reporting form makes it, legally, your
responsibility. Double-check it for yourself.

Remember - acreage reporting is your responsibility. Doing it right will save you money. Always get a
copy of your report immediately after signing and filing it with your agent and keep it with your records.
Remember, it is your responsibility to report crop damage to your agent within 72 hours of discovery.
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Never put damaged acreage to another use without prior written consent of the insurance adjuster. You
don’t want to destroy any evidence of a possible claim. Learn more by visiting RMA’s website.

USDA Temporarily Suspends Debt Collections, Foreclosures
and Other Activities on Farm Loans for Several Thousand
Distressed Borrowers Due to Coronavirus

Due to the national public health emergency caused by coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), the U.S.
Department of Agriculture announced the temporary suspension of past-due debt collections and
foreclosures for distressed borrowers under the Farm Storage Facility Loan and the Direct Farm Loan
programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA).

USDA will temporarily suspend non-judicial foreclosures, debt offsets or wage garnishments, and
referring foreclosures to the Department of Justice. USDA will work with the U.S. Attorney’s Office to
stop judicial foreclosures and evictions on accounts that were previously referred to the Department of
Justice. Additionally, USDA has extended deadlines for producers to respond to loan servicing actions,
including loan deferral consideration for financially distressed and delinquent borrowers. In addition, for
the Guaranteed Loan program, flexibilities have been made available to lenders to assist in servicing
their customers.

This announcement by USDA expands previous actions undertaken by the Department to lessen
financial hardship. According to USDA data, more than 12,000 borrowers—approximately 10% of all
borrowers—are eligible for the relief announced today. Overall, FSA lends to more than 129,000
farmers, ranchers and producers.

The temporary suspension is in place until further notice and is expected to continue while the national
COVID-19 disaster declaration is in place.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency provides several different loans for producers, which fall under two main
categories:

e Guaranteed loans are made and serviced by commercial lenders, such as banks, the Farm
Credit System, credit unions and other non-traditional lenders. FSA guarantees the lender’s loan
against loss, up to 95%.

e Direct loans are made and serviced by FSA using funds from the federal government.

The most common loan types are Farm Ownership, Farm Operating and Farm Storage Facility Loans,
with Microloans for each:

e Farm Ownership: Helps producers purchase or enlarge a farm or ranch, construct a new or
improve an existing farm or ranch building, pay closing costs and pay for soil and water
conservation and protection.

e Farm Operating: Helps producers purchase livestock and equipment and pay for minor real
estate repairs and annual operating expenses.

e Farm Storage Facility Loans are made directly to producers for the construction of cold or dry
storage and includes handling equipment and mobile storage such as refrigerated trucks.

e Microloans: Direct Farm Ownership, Operating Loans and Farm Storage Facility Loans have a
shortened application process and reduced paperwork designed to meet the needs of smaller,
non-traditional and niche-type operations.
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Contact FSA

FSA encourages producers to contact their county office to discuss these programs and temporary
changes to farm loan deadlines and the loan servicing options available. For Service Center contact
information, visit farmers.gov/coronavirus. For servicing information, access farmers.gov.

Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with Real
Estate Security

Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for their Farm Service Agency (FSA)
direct or guaranteed loans are responsible for maintaining loan collateral. Borrowers must obtain prior
consent or approval from FSA or the guaranteed lender for any transaction that affects real estate
security. These transactions include, but are not limited to:

Leases of any kind
Easements of any kind
Subordinations

Partial releases

Sales

Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement, promissory note, and other security
instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current and future loans.

It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or guaranteed
lender when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on borrower responsibilities,
read Your FSA Farm Loan Compass.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-
8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTguMzU0OTk2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.-6MFdOfj-AIplF13e6PtIWSJpjSYQq0uZ5a3Vub6MCc%2Fs%2F6538392%2Fbr%2F97858109744-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf8109d48246e4147ae1908d8d4465035%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637492745750336042%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=6q9QStafg1aFkbULK%2BD8Q87WGIKh6dr9QBeK4gzb8aU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTguMzU0OTk2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi8_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.3agGIr0e8QHIIEtNIwSEU3Bi0PukIzBhQKtTKGs4ARE%2Fs%2F6538392%2Fbr%2F97858109744-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf8109d48246e4147ae1908d8d4465035%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637492745750346003%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=IG67m1dTc6oZ0YOk1E%2FOskO4D6%2FMLVBILRBhwrOGIak%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTguMzU0OTk2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvQXNzZXRzL1VTREEtRlNBLVB1YmxpYy91c2RhZmlsZXMvRmFybS1Mb2FuLVByb2dyYW1zL3BkZnMvbG9hbi1zZXJ2aWNpbmcvZmFybV9sb2FuX2NvbXBhc3NfOS0yMi0xNy5wZGY_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.aiTLptN0YznFiCVolHsDca236IcE42eC8T4DJS_uJs4%2Fs%2F6538392%2Fbr%2F97858109744-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf8109d48246e4147ae1908d8d4465035%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637492745750346003%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=uEoY%2FfYkbE5hiHPe9FNkjLd7BMQfwpCwf1Cv4IcXxd4%3D&reserved=0
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