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Alabama A&M University Small Farms Research Center in
collaboration with USDA Farm Service Agency and Alabama
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Management Series Program VI: Using Trust to Estate Planning.
Phone: 334-279-3500
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Target Audience: Small Farmers, Landowners, Heirs Property Owners,

Farm Service Agency Farm Program Participants, Agribusinesses,

Community Gardeners, Extension Agents and All interested parties.
State Executive Director:
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Doug Trantham, Member After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing

information about joining the meeting.

https://aamu.zoom.us/meeting/reqister/tJApfu-
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To find contact information for
your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/al
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USDA Offers Secure New Options for Signing and Sharing
Documents Online

Farmers and ranchers working with USDA’s Farm Service Agency or Natural Resources Conservation
Service can now sign and share documents online in just a few clicks. By using Box or OneSpan,
producers can digitally complete business transactions without leaving their homes or agricultural
operations. Both services are free, secure, and available for multiple FSA and NRCS programs.

Box is a secure, cloud-based site where FSA or NRCS documents can be managed and shared.
Producers who choose to use Box can create a username and password to access their secure Box
account, where documents can be downloaded, printed, manually signed, scanned, uploaded, and
shared digitally with Service Center staff. This service is available to any FSA or NRCS customer with
access to a mobile device or computer with printer connectivity.

OneSpan is a secure eSignature solution for FSA and NRCS customers. Like Box, no software
downloads or eAuthentication is required for OneSpan. Instead, producers interested in eSignature
through OneSpan can confirm their identity through two-factor authentication using a verification code
sent to their mobile device or a personalized question and answer. Once identity is confirmed,
documents can be reviewed and e-signed through OneSpan via the producer’s personal email address.
Signed documents immediately become available to the appropriate Service Center staff.

Box and OneSpan are both optional services for customers interested in improved efficiency in signing
and sharing documents with USDA, and they do not replace existing systems using eAuthentication for
digital signature. Instead, these tools provide additional digital options for producers to use when
conducting business with FSA or NRCS.

USDA Service Center staff are available to help producers get started with Box and OneSpan through a
few simple steps. Please visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find your local office and let Service Center
staff know you’re interested in signing and sharing documents through these new features. In most
cases, one quick phone call will be all that is needed to initiate the process.

Visit farmers.gov/mydocs to learn more about Box and OneSpan, steps for getting started, and
additional resources for conducting business with USDA online.

FSA Opens CFAP 2 Signup for Additional Enroliment; Updates
Additional CFAP Provisions

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that signup has
reopened for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2) as part of the Pandemic
Assistance for Producers initiative. The initial CFAP 2 signup ended on Dec. 11, 2020, but USDA has
reopened sign-up for CFAP 2 for at least 60 days beginning April 5, 2021, for producers to apply or
make modifications to existing CFAP 2 applications.
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CFAP 2 provides direct financial relief to producers due to market disruptions and associated costs
because of COVID-19. CFAP 2 payments will be made for three categories of commodities — Price
Trigger Commodities, Flat-rate Crops and Sales Commodities. Visit farmers.gov/cfap/commodities for a
full list of eligible commodities for each category.

Price Trigger Commodities

Price trigger commodities are major commodities that meet a minimum 5-percent price decline over a
specified period of time. Eligible price trigger crops include barley, corn, sorghum, soybeans,
sunflowers, upland cotton, and all classes of wheat. Payments will be based on 2020 planted acres of
the crop, excluding prevented planting and experimental acres.

For broilers and eggs, payments will be based on 75 percent of the producers’ 2019 production.

Dairy (cow’s milk) payments will be based on actual milk production from April 1 to Aug. 31, 2020. The
milk production for Sept. 1, 2020, to Dec. 31, 2020, will be estimated by FSA.

Eligible beef cattle, hogs and pigs, and lambs and sheep payments will be based on the maximum
owned inventory of eligible livestock, excluding breeding stock, on a date selected by the producer,
between April 16, 2020, and Aug. 31, 2020.

Flat-rate Crops

Crops that either do not meet the 5-percent price decline trigger or do not have data available to
calculate a price change will have payments calculated based on eligible 2020 acres multiplied by $15
per acre. These crops include alfalfa, extra long staple (ELS) cotton, oats, peanuts, rice, hemp, millet,
mustard, safflower, sesame, triticale, rapeseed, and several others.

Sales Commodities

Sales commodities include specialty crops; aquaculture; nursery crops and floriculture; other
commodities not included in the price trigger and flat-rate categories, turfgrass sod; pullets; goat milk;
mink (including pelts); mohair; wool; and other livestock (excluding breeding stock), not included under
the price trigger category that were grown for food, fiber, fur, or feathers. Payment calculations will use
a sales-based approach, where producers are paid based on five payment gradations associated with
their 2019 sales, and crop insurance indemnities, Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP), and Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus (WHIP+) payments for crop year 2019.

Applying for CFAP 2

Visit farmers.gov/cfap for details on all eligible commodities, producer eligibility, payment limitations and
structure and additional program resources.

Producers have multiple options to apply for CFAP 2, including through an online application portal and
by working directly with the FSA office. Customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP 2
application process can call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer
assistance.

Additional CFAP Payments for Beef and Row-Crop Producers

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorizes an increase in CFAP 1 payment rates for cattle.
Cattle producers with approved CFAP 1 applications will automatically receive these payments and do
not need to submit a new application since payments are based on previously approved CFAP 1
applications. Producers may be asked for additional information depending on how they filed the
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original application. Information on the additional payment rates for cattle can be found on
farmers.gov/cfap.

This act also authorized additional CFAP assistance of $20 per acre for producers of eligible CFAP 2
flat-rate or price trigger commaodities. FSA will automatically issue payments to eligible producers based
on the eligible acres included on their CFAP 2 applications. Eligible producers do not need to submit a
new CFAP 2 application.

Additional CFAP Actions
FSA has also begun payment processing applications filed as part of the CFAP Additional Assistance
program in the following categories:

e Applications filed for pullets and turfgrass sod;

e A formula correction for row-crop producer applications to allow producers with a non-Actual
Production History (APH) insurance policy to use 100% of the 2019 Agriculture Risk Coverage-
County Option (ARC-CO) benchmark yield in the calculation; and

e Sales commodity applications revised to include insurance indemnities, Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program payments, and Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus
payments.

Additional payments for swine producers and contract growers under CFAP Additional Assistance
remain on hold and are likely to require modifications to the regulation as part of the broader evaluation
and future assistance; however, FSA will continue to accept applications from interested producers.

Double-Cropping

Each year, state committees review and approve or disapprove county committee recommended
changes or additions to specific combinations of crops.

Double-cropping is approved when two specific crops have the capability to be planted and carried to
maturity for the intended use, as reported by the producer, on the same acreage within a crop year
under normal growing conditions. The specific combination of crops recommended by the county
committee must be approved by the state committee.

Double-cropping is approved in Alabama on a county-by-county basis. Contact your local FSA Office
for a list of approved double-cropping combinations for your county.

A crop following a cover crop terminated according to termination guidelines is approved double
cropping and these combinations do not have to be approved by the state committee.

USDA Farm Service Agency Offers Text Alerts and Email
Notifications to Producers

Subscribers Can Receive Important Program Reminders and Updates

Producers can subscribe to receive notifications from their Farm Service Agency county office through
text messages on their cell phone.



Whether producers are in the field, on a tractor or even on horseback, this service enables FSA
customers and stakeholders to receive notifications while on the go. Producers will receive text

messages regarding important program deadlines, reporting requirements, outreach events and
updates.

Producers can text AL+their county name (with no spaces) to FSANOW (372-669) to subscribe to text
message alerts from local County offices. Standard text messaging rates apply. Contact your wireless
carrier for details associated with your particular data plan. Participants may unsubscribe at any time.

To receive GovDelivery email notifications, subscribe online at www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe or contact
your County FSA office for subscription assistance. Producers can establish subscriber preferences by
choosing to receive federal farm program information by topic, by state or by county. Producers can
select as many subscriber options as they want, which allows producers who farm in multiple counties
or across state lines to receive updates from each county in which they operate or have an interest.

If you have questions regarding FSA’s email news service or the new text message option, contact your
local County USDA Service Center.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S.
agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons who have
purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction to FSA within 90
days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of
the fair market value of the property. County government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved
in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. The
data gained from these disclosures is used in the preparation of periodic reports to the President and
Congress concerning the effect of such holdings upon family farms and rural communities.

Click here for more information on AFIDA.

Malted Grains and Maple Syrup Eligible for Farm Storage
Facility Loans

Malted small grains and maple syrup are now eligible for Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL) through
the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

FSFLs provide low-interest financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase
portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.

Eligible malted small grains include barley, oats, rice, rye and wheat. Maple sap is used to produce
maple syrup.

The low-interest funds can be used for:

e bottler or filling systems for maple syrup, excluding containers

e equipment to improve, maintain, or monitor the quality of stored FSFL commaodities, such as
cleaners, moisture testers, heat detectors, along with a proposed storage facility

e handling and drying equipment determined by the County Committee to be needed and
essential to the proper functioning of a storage system
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e electrical equipment, such as pumps, lighting, motors, and wiring, integral to the proper
operation of the storage and handling equipment, excluding installing electric service to the
electrical meter.

FSFLs are not available for the actual processing of the small grain into the malted commodity or maple
sap into maple syrup. Additionally, purchased commodities are not eligible for FSFLs.

The following storage and handling equipment is ineligible for FSFLs:

boiling equipment

feed handling and processing equipment

production and feed facilities

structures of a temporary nature not having a useful life of the term of the loan
maple sap tubing and pumping systems.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between $50,000
and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require additional
security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are
designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses,
new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and
underserved producers.

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.

Applying for Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be
planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the
loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The maximum loan
amount is $5,000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

e Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,

American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements

Be unable to get a loan from other sources

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined

above

e Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and
assistance from a project advisor.The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan
applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.

For help preparing the application forms, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov.
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Applying for Beginning Farmer Loans

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under
these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either
direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

e  Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

e For more information contact, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit

fsa.usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-
8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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