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USDA Announces Dates for Conservation
Reserve Program General and Grasslands
Signups

USDA has set a July 23 deadline for agricultural producers and landowners to apply for
the CRP General signup 56 and will accept applications for CRP Grasslands from July 12
to August 20.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has set a July 23, 2021, deadline for
agricultural producers and landowners to apply for the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) General signup 56. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will accept
applications for CRP Grasslands from July 12 to August 20. This year, USDA updated
both signup options to provide great incentives for producers and increase its
conservation benefits, including reducing the impacts of climate change.

Both signups are competitive and will provide for annual rental payments for land devoted
to conservation purposes.

“Bottom line, CRP now makes more financial sense for producers while also providing a
bigger return on investment in terms of natural resource benefits. The General and
Grasslands signups are part of a broader suite of tools available through CRP to integrate
key conservation practices on our nation’s working lands.”

General Signup

Through CRP, producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving plant
species, such as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality,
and enhance wildlife habitat on cropland. Lands enrolled in CRP also play a key role in
mitigating impacts from climate change, and FSA has added a new Climate-Smart
Practice Incentive for practices that sequester carbon and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.

FSA is also adding a one-time “inflationary” adjustment for payment rates, as well as
having more flexibility on adjusting soil rental rates.

FSA opened the General Signup in January 2021 and extended the original deadline to
July 23, 2021, to enable producers to consider FSA’s new improvements to the program.

Grasslands Signup

CRP Grasslands helps landowners and operators protect grassland, including rangeland,
and pastureland and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas as grazing lands.
Protecting grasslands contributes positively to the economy of many regions, provides
biodiversity of plant and animal populations, and improves environmental quality.

FSA has updated the Grasslands Signup to establish a minimum rental rate of $15 per
acre, as well as new National Grassland Priority Zones.

How to Sign Up

To enroll in the CRP General signup, producers and landowners should contact their local
USDA Service Center by the July 23 deadline. To enroll in the CRP Grasslands signup,
they should contact USDA by the August 20 deadline. While USDA offices may have
limited visitors because of the pandemic, Service Center staff continue to work with
agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. To work with FSA,




producers and landowners should contact their local USDA Service Center. Contact
information can be found at farmers.gov/service-locator.

More Information on CRP

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation
programs in the United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion
and potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The
program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and economic benefits.
The program marked its 35-year anniversary this past December.

Under the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is engaged in a whole-of-government effort
to combat the climate crisis and conserve and protect our nation’s lands, biodiversity, and
natural resources, including our soil, air and water. Through conservation practices, USDA
aims to enhance economic growth and create new streams of income for farmers,
ranchers, producers and private foresters. Successfully meeting these challenges will
require USDA and our agencies to pursue a coordinated approach alongside USDA
stakeholders, including state, local, and tribal governments.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus
on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers,
ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new
markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy
capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing
systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more,

visit www.usda.gov.

USDA Opens Signup for CLEAR30, Expands
Pilot to Be Nationwide

30-Year Option Focuses on Improving Water Quality

Landowners and agricultural producers currently enrolled in the Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) now have a wider opportunity to enroll in a 30-year contract through the
Clean Lakes, Estuaries, And Rivers initiative, called CLEAR30. The U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) is expanding CLEAR30 — a water-quality focused option available
through CRP — to be nationwide now.

Interested producers with CRP contracts expiring September 30, 2021, should sign up by
August 6, 2021. CLEAR30 provides an opportunity for producers to receive incentives for
a 30-year commitment to water quality practices on their CRP land, building on their
original 10- to 15-year CRP contracts.

These long-term contracts ensure that practices remain in place for 30 years, which
improves water quality through reducing sediment and nutrient runoff and helping prevent
algal blooms.

About CLEAR30



CLEAR30 was created by the 2018 Farm Bill to better address water quality concerns.
Originally, CLEAR30 was only available in the Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay
watersheds. Now, access is expanded to agricultural producers nationwide.

Eligible producers must have certain water quality benefitting practices currently enrolled
under continuous CRP or through the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
(CREP), under contracts that are expiring on September 30, 2021.

These long-term contracts will help ensure that conservation impacts and benefits remain
in place for 30 years, reducing sediment and nutrient runoff and, ultimately, algal blooms.
Conservation in riparian areas also provides important carbon sequestration benefits.
Traditional CRP contracts run from 10 to 15 years.

Annual rental payments for landowners who enroll in CLEAR30 will be equal to the current
Continuous CRP annual payment rate plus a 20% water quality incentive and annual rate
adjustment of 27.5%.

How to Sign Up

To sign up for CLEAR30, contact your local USDA Service Center by August 21, 2021.
While USDA offices may be closed to visitors because of the pandemic, Service Center
staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools.
To conduct business, please contact your local USDA Service Center. Contact information
can be found at farmers.gov/service-locator.

More Information

CLEARS3Q0 is an option available through CRP, which is one of the world’s largest voluntary
conservation programs with a long track record of preserving topsoil, sequestering carbon
and reducing nitrogen runoff, as well providing healthy habitat for wildlife.

Under the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is engaged in a whole-of-government effort
to combat the climate crisis and conserve and protect our nation’s lands, biodiversity, and
natural resources including our soil, air and water. As such, CLEAR30 contracts receive a
water quality incentive and a climate-smart practice incentive. Through conservation
practices and partnerships, USDA aims to enhance economic growth and create new
streams of income for farmers, ranchers, producers, and private foresters. Successfully
meeting these challenges will require USDA and our agencies to pursue a coordinated
approach alongside USDA stakeholders, including state, local, and tribal governments.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus
on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers,
ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new
markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy
capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing
systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America.

To enroll in CLEAR3O0, please contact your local USDA Service Center. For more
information on CRP, visit the Conservation Reserve Program.



USDA Reminds Alabama Producers to File Crop
Acreage Reports

Agricultural producers in Alabama who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports
after planting should make an appointment with their Farm Service Agency (FSA) office
before the applicable deadline.

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses.
Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed
acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits.

How to File a Report
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in Alabama:

July 15, 2021 - All other crops, Perennial Forage, CRP
September 30, 2021 - Value-loss and controlled environment crops, except nursery

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office for a
list of acreage reporting deadlines by crop.

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and
other digital tools. Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to
limited visitors. Contact your Service Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment.

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide:

e Crop and crop type or variety.

¢ Intended use of the crop.

¢ Number of acres of the crop.

¢ Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.

e Planting date(s).

e Planting pattern, when applicable.

e Producer shares.

e Irrigation practice(s).

e Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.
e Other information as required.

Acreage Reporting Details

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or
acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county
office.



Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural
disaster, were unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form
CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as
established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note
that the acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates
listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

More Information

For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office
visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

Manage Your USDA Business Online,
Conservation Client Gateway Retiring

You can now manage your conservation activities and request assistance from USDA’s
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) by logging into your farmers.gov
account. These conservation features join several others already available through the
farmers.gov portal, including the ability to view farm loan information. As more content and
capabilities are added, farmers.gov is quickly becoming the online hub for producers to
find resources, submit applications, and request assistance.

Previously, self-service conservation activities were available through Conservation Client
Gateway, but that portal was retired on Oct. 15.

But those functionalities are now available through farmers.gov. It was designed and built
with the valuable input of USDA customers like you and ready to use for your conservation
needs.

Through farmers.gov, you can:

e View, upload, download and e-sign documents;

¢ Request conservation assistance;

e Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application;
¢ View and request application details;

e Reference technical terms and submit questions;

e Access information on current and past conservation practices;

e Report practice completion and request practice certification;

e View detailed information on all previous and ongoing contracts, including the
amount of cost share assistance received and anticipated; and

e Have authority for FSA and NRCS customers to work in the portal and act on
behalf of their active power-of-attorney entitlements and their current authorities
for business entities.



Current Conservation Client Gateway Users

If you are a current Conservation Client Gateway user, your information and data will
continue to be available through farmers.gov. To access your information, visit
farmers.gov and sign into the site’s authenticated portal via the_“Sign In / Sign Up” link at
the top right of the website. You'll sign in using your existing CCG account login
information.

New Farmers.gov Users

If you do not have login information for farmers.gov, you can create your login profile, or
eAuthentication by following the instructions at farmers.gov/sign-in

Help and Support

The Conservation Features User Guide gives you step-by-step instructions on how to
navigate farmers.gov and the how-to video instructions explain some of the popular
features. If you need additional help, personal assistance is available at the farmers.gov
Service Desk by selecting the “Help” link located at the top of the all authenticated portal
pages and submitting a “Contact Us” request. NRCS field office staff are always available
to assist you with your conservation questions and other needs.

Mulching and Composting Provide Benefits for
Farm, Home Garden

Mulching and composting are two of the most simple and beneficial practices for home
lawns, gardens and farms.

Mulching is a protective layer of material that is spread on top of the soil. Mulches can be
either organic —grass clippings, straw, bark chips and similar materials — or inorganic —
stone, brick chips and plastics.

The benefits of mulching include:

e Protecting soil from erosion;

e Reducing compaction from animal and vehicle traffic;

e Conserving moisture, reducing the need for frequent watering;

e Maintaining a more even soil temperature;

e Preventing weed growth;

e Keeping fruits and vegetables clean;

e Keeping feet clean, allowing access to gardens even when damp; and
e Providing a “finished” look to the garden.

Meanwhile, compost also has ample benefits to the home garden and farm. Compost
largely consists of decayed organic matter and is used to add nutrients and condition the
soil. Compost is blended with the soil to improve its structure and nutrients so the roots of
the plants or crops can more easily penetrate down. This way your plantings will get more
nutrients and more access to water.



USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service can help you use compost and muich in
many ways. For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit

nrcs.usda.gov._

High Tunnels Provide More Locally Grown Fresh
Fruits, Veggies

It's hard to beat produce grown in the Birmingham and Bessemer area. It's often fresher
and tastier, uses less energy for transport, and helps farmers in your community. But the
off-season presents a big challenge for farmers who grow fruits and vegetables and for
consumers who want to find local produce throughout the year.

When farmers can lengthen the growing season, even by several weeks, their options
change. That's why the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service promotes
seasonal high tunnel as such a powerful tool. High tunnels are plastic-wrapped, metal-
framed structures that are fairly easy and inexpensive to build. They are designed to
extend the growing season into the colder months, helping to increase the availability of
local produce, keep plants at a steady temperature and even conserve water and energy.

High tunnels are similar to greenhouses, except they are considered “passively heated.”
That means they do not require electricity to heat — only sunlight. The plastic on the frame
actually provides enough insulation to add up to 12 extra weeks to the growing season,
depending on location. The inside of a high tunnel boasts its own microclimate, often
producing crops of higher quality and quantity that those in traditional farm fields. High
tunnels are also different than greenhouses in that the plants are actually in the ground,
not in pots or on tables. You can think of it as a plastic covering over a field.

High tunnels can cut costs for the producer by conserving water and requiring fewer
inputs, like fertilizers or pesticides. In high tunnels, these inputs are often applied through
tubes that run along the base of the plants, allowing water and fertilizer to be delivered
directly above the soil. Outside of high tunnels, these inputs are often dispersed on a
larger scale and require more to ensure the plants receive an adequate amount.

NRCS helps farmers build high tunnels, providing technical expertise and funding. Local
and regional markets often provide farmers with a higher share of the food dollar, and
money spent at a local business often continues to circulate within community, creating a
multiplier effect and providing greater economic benefits to the area.

For more information, contact your Jefferson County USDA Service Center at 205-565-
2655 or visit nrcs.usda.gov.

USDA Announces Grants for Urban Agriculture
and Innovative Production

$4 million in competitive grants is available to support the development of urban
agriculture and innovative production projects. USDA will accept applications on
Grants.gov for planning and implementation projects until midnight July 30, 2021.



Planning Projects

Planning projects initiate or expand efforts of farmers, gardeners, citizens, government
officials, schools and other stakeholders in urban areas and suburbs. Projects may target
areas of food access, education, business and start-up costs for new farmers, urban
agroforestry or food forests, and development of policies related to zoning and other
needs of urban production.

Implementation Projects

Implementation projects that accelerate existing and emerging models of urban, indoor
and other agricultural practices that serve multiple farmers. Projects will improve local food
access and collaborate with partner organizations and may support infrastructure needs,
emerging technologies, educational endeavors and urban farming policy implementation.

USDA to Begin Payments for Producers
Impacted by 2018 and 2019 Natural Disasters

Producers to Receive Assistance through QLA and WHIP+

More than $1 billion in payments will be released over the next several weeks starting
June 15 for agricultural producers with approved applications for the Quality Loss
Adjustment (QLA) Program and for producers who have already received payments
through the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus (WHIP+). These U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) programs provide disaster assistance to producers who
suffered losses to 2018 and 2019 natural disasters.

Producers weathered some significant natural disasters in 2018 and 2019, and USDA'’s
Farm Service Agency (FSA) provided support for crop value and production losses
through QLA and crop quantity losses through WHIP+.

QLA Payments

QLA provides assistance to crop and forage producers who suffered a quality loss due to
qualifying natural disasters occurring in 2018 or 2019. FSA will begin issuing payments to
producers on June 15. FSA accepted applications from Jan. 6 to April 9, 2021. Based on
these QLA applications, producers will receive 100% of the calculated assistance under
QLA.

For each crop year, 2018, 2019 and 2020, the maximum amount that a person or legal
entity may receive, directly or indirectly, is $125,000. Payments made to a joint operation
(including a general partnership or joint venture) will not exceed $125,000, multiplied by
the number of persons and legal entities that comprise the ownership of the joint
operation. A person or legal entity is ineligible for QLA payment if the person’s or legal
entity’s average Adjusted Gross Income exceeds $900,000, unless at least 75% is derived
from farming, ranching or forestry-related activities.

Second WHIP+ Payments

WHIP+ provides payments to producers to offset production losses due to hurricanes,
wildfires, and other qualifying natural disasters that occurred in 2018 and 2019. WHIP+



covered losses of crops, trees, bushes and vines that occurred as a result of those
disaster events.

Producers who applied for and have received their first WHIP+ payment can expect to
receive the second payment beginning in mid-June for eligible crop losses. Due to budget
constraints, producers received an initial WHIP+ payment for 2019 crop losses equal to
50% of the calculated payment. This second payment will be equal to 40% of the
calculated payment for a total 90% WHIP+ program payment. This second round of
WHIP+ payments are expected to exceed $700 million. A third round of payments may be
issued if sufficient funds become available. Producers with 2018 crop losses have already
been compensated at 100%.

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements

All producers receiving QLA Program and WHIP+ payments are required to purchase
federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage
for the next two available crop years at the 60% coverage level or higher. If eligible, QLA
participants may meet the insurance purchase requirement by purchasing Whole-Farm
Revenue Protection coverage offered through USDA’s Risk Management Agency.

More Information

USDA offers a comprehensive portfolio of disaster assistance programs. On farmers.gov,
the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan
Discovery Tool can help producers and landowners determine all program or loan options
available for disaster recovery assistance. For assistance with a crop insurance claim,
producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent. For FSA and NRCS
programs, they should contact their local USDA Service Center.

New Rule Makes Enhancements to
Environmental Quality Incentives Program

USDA released the final rule for its Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).
NRCS provides producers with financial resources and one-on-one help to plan and
implement conservation practices through EQIP. Popular EQIP practices include cover
crops, nutrient management, forest stand improvement, prescribed grazing, irrigation
efficiency improvement, and water quality improvement practices. Implementing
conservation practices can lead to cleaner water and air, healthier soil, and better wildlife
habitat while improving agricultural operations.

Based on feedback from 600 comments on the interim rule, NRCS made the following
changes in the final rule include:

e Revise its purpose statement to expressly include addressing resource concerns
for organic producers, avoiding the need for more regulatory programs, and
helping producers transition from the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).

e Authorize reduced matching requirements for Conservation Innovation Grant
projects aimed at helping historically underserved producers

e Creating incentive contracts and payments for incentive practices to better support
locally led conservation needs.
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¢ Requiring NRCS to offer an advance payment option for historically underserved
producers.

¢ Raising the payment cap for producers participating in the Organic Initiative to
$140,000 for contracts entered into for fiscal years 2019 through 2023. Previously,
it was $20,000 per year and $80,000 for any six-year period.

¢ Expanding the Conservation Innovation Grant program, which is funded through
EQIP, to include opportunities for On-Farm Conservation Innovation Trials and
Soil Health Demonstration Trials.

For a full list of updates, view the final rule on the Federal Register. Visit your state
website from nrcs.usda.gov or contact your local NRCS field office to learn how to apply
for EQIP.

USDA Announces Cooperative Agreements for
Community Compost and Food Waste Reduction

$2 million in cooperative agreements is available for local governments to host Community
Compost and Food Waste Reduction (CCFWR) pilot projects. The cooperative
agreements support projects that develop and test strategies for planning and
implementing municipal compost plans and food waste reduction plans and they are part
of USDA’s broader efforts to support urban agriculture.

In Historic Move, USDA to Begin Loan Payments
to Socially Disadvantaged Borrowers under
American Rescue Plan Act Section 1005

The U.S. Department of Agriculture Farm Service Agency (FSA) published the first notice
of funding availability (NOFA) (PDF, 242 KB) announcing loan payments for eligible
borrowers with qualifying direct farm loans under the American Rescue Plan Act Section
1005. The official NOFA will be published in the Federal Register and USDA expects
payments to begin in early June and continue on a rolling basis. A subsequent notice
addressing guaranteed loan balances and direct loans that no longer have collateral and
have been previously referred to the Department of Treasury for debt collection for offset,
will be published within 120 days.

Section 1005 of the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA) provides funding and
authorization for USDA FSA to pay up to 120 percent of direct and guaranteed loan
outstanding balances as of January 1, 2021, for socially disadvantaged farmers and
ranchers as defined in Section 2501(a) of the Food, Agriculture Conservation, and Trade
Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 2279(a)). Section 2501(a) defines a socially disadvantaged farmer
or rancher as a farmer or rancher who is a member of a socially disadvantaged group,
which is further defined as a group whose members have been subjected to racial or
ethnic prejudice because of their identity as members of a group without regard to their
individual qualities. Qualifying loans as part of today’s announcement are certain direct
loans under the Farm Loan Programs (FLP) and Farm Storage Facility Loan Program
(FSFL).
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For much of the history of the USDA, socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers have
faced discrimination—sometimes overt and sometimes through deeply embedded rules
and policies—that have prevented them from achieving as much as their counterparts who
do not face these documented acts of discrimination. Over the past 30 years, several
major civil rights lawsuits have compensated farmers for specific acts of discrimination—
including Pigford | and Pigford I, Keepseagle, and the Garcia cases. However, those
settlements and other related actions did not address the systemic and cumulative
impacts of discrimination over a number of decades that the American Rescue Plan now
begins to address.

Sections 1005 and 1006 of ARPA provide USDA with new tools to address longstanding
inequities for socially disadvantaged borrowers. Section 1006 of ARPA provides additional
funding to begin long-term racial equity work within USDA, including to address heirs
property claims and to stand up an Equity Commission to identify barriers to access USDA
programming.

To learn more about the loan payments to socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers,
visit www.farmers.gov/americanrescueplan.
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