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USDA Continues Conservation Planning and
Programs - NRCS Services Available by Phone
Appointment Only

All USDA Service Centers, including Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS) field
offices, are not currently accessible to customers in person.

NRCS staff are working with customers through phone, mail and online communications,
and field work continues with appropriate social distancing to help producers with
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conservation planning and financial assistance through Farm Bill programs. If you need
information on a Farm Bill program deadline, please call your local NRCS field office.

Online services are available to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to
the farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and
payments and view and track certain USDA program applications and payments. Customers
who do not already have an eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in. Online NRCS
services are available to customers through the Conservation Client Gateway link which can
be found_at www.nrcs.usda.gov. Customers can track payments, report completed
practices, request conservation assistance and electronically sign documents.

For the most current updates on available services and Service Center contact information,
visit farmers.gov/coronavirus.

USDA Updates Pandemic Assistance for
Livestock, Poultry Contract Producers and
Specialty Crop Growers

USDA Sets October 12 Deadline for CFAP 2

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is updating the Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program 2 (CFAP 2) for contract producers of eligible livestock and poultry and producers of
specialty crops and other sales-based commodities. CFAP 2, which assists producers who
faced market disruptions in 2020 due to COVID-19, is part of USDA’s broader Pandemic
Assistance for Producers initiative. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has
set an Oct. 12 deadline for all eligible producers to apply for or modify applications for CFAP
2.

Assistance for Contract Producers

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, provides up to $1 billion for payments to
contract producers of eligible livestock and poultry for revenue losses from Jan. 1, 2020,
through Dec. 27, 2020. Contract producers of broilers, pullets, layers, chicken eggs, turkeys,
hogs and pigs, ducks, geese, pheasants and quail may be eligible for assistance. This
update includes eligible breeding stock and eggs of all eligible poultry types produced under
contract.

Payments for contract producers were to be based on a comparison of eligible revenue for
the periods of Jan. 1, 2019, through Dec. 27, 2019, and Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 27,
2020. Today’s changes mean contract producers can now elect to use eligible revenue from
the period of Jan. 1, 2018, through Dec. 27, 2018, instead of that date range in 2019 if it is
more representative. This change is intended to provide flexibility and make the program
more equitable for contract producers who had reduced revenue in 2019 compared to a
normal production year. The difference in revenue is then multiplied by 80% to determine a
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final payment. Payments to contract producers may be factored if total calculated payments
exceed the available funding and will be made after the application period closes.

Additional flexibilities have been added to account for increases to operation size in 2020
and situations where a contract producer did not have a full period of revenue from Jan. 1 to
Dec. 27 for either 2018 or 2019. Assistance is also available to new contract producers who
began their farming operation in 2020.

Updates for Sales-Based Commodities

USDA is amending the CFAP 2 payment calculation for sales-based commodities, which are
primarily comprised of by specialty crops, to allow producers to substitute 2018 sales for
2019 sales. Previously, payments for producers of sales-based commodities were based
only on 2019 sales, with 2019 used as an approximation of the amount the producer would
have expected to market in 2020. Giving producers the option to substitute 2018 sales for
this approximation, including 2018 crop insurance indemnities and 2018 crop year
Noninsured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity
Program Plus (WHIP+) payments, provides additional flexibility to producers of sales-based
commodities who had reduced sales in 2019.

Grass seed has also been added as an eligible sales commodity for CFAP 2. A complete list
of all eligible sales-based commodities can be found at farmers.gov/cfap2/commaodities.
Producers of sales-based commodities can modify existing applications.

Applying for Assistance

Newly eligible producers who need to submit a CFAP 2 application or producers who need
to modify an existing one can do so by contacting their local FSA office. Producers can find
their local FSA office by visiting farmers.gov/service-locator. Producers can also obtain one-
on-one support with applications by calling 877-508-8364. All new and modified CFAP 2
applications are due by the Oct. 12 deadline.

Bee in the Know

Assistance for Honey Producers — From Plant to Product

The U.S. Department of Agriculture has programs to help honey producers every step of the
way — from plants to the final product. We have programs to help protect and conserve
habitat, protect your investments and recover from disasters impacting your operation.

Learn More “Bee in the Know” Resources for Honey Producers Brochure
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Biden Administration to Invest $67 Million to Help
Heirs Resolve Land Ownership and Succession
Issues

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is providing $67 million in competitive loans through
the new Heirs’ Property Relending Program (HPRP), which aims to help agricultural
producers and landowners resolve heirs’ land ownership and succession issues.
Intermediary lenders -- cooperatives, credit unions, and nonprofit organizations — can apply
for loans up to $5 million at 1% interest once the Farm Service Agency (FSA) opens the
two-month signup window in late August.

After FSA selects lenders, heirs can apply directly to those lenders for loans and assistance.
Heirs’ property issues have long been a barrier for many producers and landowners to
access USDA programs and services, and this relending program provides access to capital
to help producers find a resolution to these issues.

The Heirs’ Property Relending Program is another example of how USDA is working to
rebuild trust with America’s farmers and ranchers. HPRP is a loan and will need to be
repaid as directed by the 2018 Farm Bill.

The program’s benefits go far beyond its participants. It will also keep farmland in farming,
protect family farm legacies and support economic viability.

Eligible Lenders

To be eligible, intermediary lenders must be certified as a community development financial
institution and have experience and capability in making and servicing agricultural and
commercial loans that are similar in nature.

If applications exceed the amount of available funds, those applicants with at least 10 years
or more of experience with socially disadvantaged farmers that are located in states that
have adopted a statute consisting of enactment or adoption of the Uniform Partition of Heirs
Property Act (UPHPA) will receive first preference. A list of these states is available at
farmers.gov/heirs/relending. A secondary preference tier is established for those that have
applications from ultimate recipients already in process, or that have a history of
successfully relending previous HPRP funds. When multiple applicants are in the same ftier,
or there are no applicants in tier 1 or 2, applications will be funded in order of the date the
application was received.

Selected intermediary lenders will determine the rates, terms, and payment structure for
loans to heirs. Interest rates will be the lowest rate sufficient for intermediaries to cover cost
of operating and sustaining the loan.

Additional information for lenders, including how to apply for funding, can be found in the
HPRP final rule (PDF, 387 KB). A webinar will be held Tuesday, August 3, 2021 regarding
applying for funding. Interested re-lenders should register through the
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Relending to Heirs

Heirs may use the loans to resolve title issues by financing the purchase or consolidation of
property interests and financing costs associated with a succession plan. This may also
include costs and fees associated with buying out fractional interests of other heirs in jointly-
owned property to clear the title, as well as closing costs, appraisals, title searches, surveys,
preparing documents, mediation, and legal services.

Heirs may not use loans for any land improvement, development purpose, acquisition or
repair of buildings, acquisition of personal property, payment of operating costs, payment of
finders’ fees, or similar costs.

Intermediary lenders will make loans to heirs who:

e Are individuals or legal entities with authority to incur the debt and to resolve
ownership and succession of a farm owned by multiple owners;

e Are a family member or heir-at-law related by blood or marriage to the previous
owner of the property;

e Agree to complete a succession plan.

More information on how heirs can borrow from lenders under HPRP will be available in the
coming months.

More Information

Heirs’ property is a legal term that refers to family land inherited without a will or legal
documentation of ownership. It has historically been challenging for heirs to benefit from
USDA programs because of the belief that they cannot get a farm number without proof of
ownership or control of land. However, FSA provides alternative options that allow an heir to
obtain a farm number. In states that have adopted the UPHPA, producers may provide
specific documents to receive a farm number. To learn more about heirs property, HPRP, or
UPHPA, visit farmers.gov/heirs/relending.

USDA Reminds Historically Underserved
Producers of Advance Payment Option

If you're a historically underserved producer and participating in the USDA’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service’s (NRCS) Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP), you can receive an advance conservation practice payment before you implement a
practice.

A historically underserved producer is described as one of the below:

e Beginning Farmer or Rancher — is new to farming or ranching, or, has operated a
farm or ranch for less than 10-consecutive years.
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e Socially Disadvantaged Farmer or Rancher — is a member of a group whose
members have been subjected to racial or ethnic prejudice because of their identity
as members of that group without regard to their individual qualities.

e Veteran Farmer or Rancher — has served in the armed forces and has not
operated a farm or ranch, has operated a farm or ranch for less than 10-consecutive
years, or first obtained veteran status during the last 10 years.

e Limited Resource Farmer or Rancher — has a household income at or below the
national poverty level. Eligibility can be determined by using this online tool.

Under the advance payment option, such producers may request payments when they have
final designs and job sheets and are ready to begin their EQIP practices. Advance
payments provide at least 50 percent of the payment rate for each practice. The funds must
be spent within 90 days of receipt and practices must be completed as agreed to in an EQIP
plan of operations. Producers also may opt to have NRCS pay the contractors or vendors
directly.

For more information, visit the advance payments webpage where you can download the
EQIP Advance Payment Fact Sheet.

USDA Accepts 2.8 Million Acres for the
Conservation Reserve Program

USDA expects to reverse the trend of declining CRP enrollment

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has accepted 2.8 million acres in offers from
agricultural producers and private landowners for enrollment into the Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) in 2021. This year, almost 1.9 million acres in offers have been accepted
through the General CRP Signup, and USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has accepted
over 897,000 acres for enroliment through the Continuous Signup. The Continuous Signup
remains open and CRP Grasslands Signup closed last week, so USDA expects to enroll
more acres into all of CRP than the 3 million acres that are expiring.

The 4-million-acre shortfall in CRP would have had the following impacts:

e More than 359,000 acres less annual forage under CRP Grasslands;

e Aloss of 1,500,000 acres of quality wildlife and pollinator less habitat for wildlife;
o 20% fewer apiaries in major production regions meeting critical forage thresholds;
e Aloss of more than 4 million upland game and other grassland birds;

e About 90 million pounds of nitrogen entering waterways;

e Over 30 million tons of soil eroded, leading to increased pollution and sedimentation
in streams and rivers; and

e Foregone sequestration of more than 3 million metric tons of CO2.

Like other USDA conservation programs, CRP is a voluntary program that has a variety of
options that can be tailored to the specific conservation issues of a state or region and
desires of the landowner. The options run the gamut from working lands such as CRP
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Grasslands to partnerships with states and private entities to target a specific joint concern
such as water quality or quantity.

Continuous CRP Signup

Continuous CRP allows USDA to target the most sensitive land like highly erodible land, the
most environmentally beneficial land like wetlands and buffers along streams and rivers, or
locally identified critical habitat like State Acres For Wildlife. This targeted approach also
reduces the whole-farm type enroliment in CRP that was more common when it first began
and helps meet the conservation goals while maintaining the majority of the land in
production agriculture. FSA has accepted offers from over 37,000 producers to enroll more
than 897,000 acres through the Continuous Signup. This is double the enroliment from last
year and three times the enroliment from 2018 and 2019. FSA expects this process to be
completed by the end of September so contracts may start on October 1, 2021.

The growth in the targeted enroliment through Continuous Signup is due to a recommitment
of USDA to incentives and partnerships that brought in nearly 1.4 million acres in 2016 and
2017. These efforts have also included the expansion of the Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and
Rives Initiative 30-year (CLEAR30) from two regions to nationwide as well as moving State
Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) practices from the General to the Continuous
signhup. This year, offers for 20,000 acres have been submitted for CLEAR30 and 296,000
acres in SAFE practices.

General CRP Signup

FSA opened the General CRP Signup 56 in January 2021 and extended the original
deadline to July 23, 2021, to enable producers to consider FSA’s new improvements to the
program, which included higher rental payments and more incentivized environmental
practices.

Additionally, FSA introduced a new Climate-Smart Practice Incentive to increase carbon
sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. This incentive provides a 3%, 5% or
10% incentive payment based on the predominate vegetation type for the practices enrolled
— from grasses to trees to wetland restoration.

Through CRP, producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving plant
species, such as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality
and enhance wildlife habitat on cropland. In addition to the other well-documented benefits,
lands enrolled in CRP is playing a key role in mitigating impacts from climate change.

A full list of changes to CRP, including those to the Continuous and General Signups, can
be found in our “What’s New with CRP” fact sheet.

More Information

In April, USDA announced several changes to CRP to increase participation while improving
climate-related and other environmental benefits. CRP sequesters carbon while preserving
topsoil, mitigating greenhouse gas emissions, reducing nitrogen runoff, and providing
healthy habitat for wildlife.

The 2018 Farm Bill established a nationwide acreage limit for CRP, with the total number of
acres that may be enrolled capped at 25 million acres in 2021 and growing to 27 million by
2023.
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Under the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is engaged in a whole-of-government effort to
combat the climate crisis and conserve and protect our nation’s lands, biodiversity, and
natural resources, including our soil, air, and water. Through conservation practices, USDA
aims to enhance economic growth and create new streams of income for farmers, ranchers,
producers, and private foresters. Successfully meeting these challenges will require USDA
and our agencies to pursue a coordinated approach alongside USDA stakeholders,
including state, local, and tribal governments.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on
more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring
access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and
streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and forestry
practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural
America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers
and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more,

visit www.usda.gov.

Farmers, Homeowners Can Help Pollinators
Prosper

Why are pollinators so important? That's easy - Food. One out of three bites of food can be
attributed to these important creatures — such as bees, butterflies, moths, birds, beetles,
bats, and a few other small mammals. Pollinators provide crucial assistance to fruit,
vegetable and seed crops as well as other plants that produce fiber, medicine and fuel. For
many plants, without the help of pollinators, they would be unable to reproduce.

But as you may know, pollinators are in trouble. Many are seeing decreasing populations
because of habitat loss, disease, parasites and pesticide use. But there’s good news. There
are simple ways you can help. It can be as easy as selecting high-quality pollinator plants
for your garden. To find the best plants for your area, visit the websites of NRCS partners at
the Xerces Society Pollinator Conservation Program or Pollinator Partnership.

If you operate a farm or ranch, NRCS can help you create habitat for pollinators. This not
only benefits pollinators, but also provides ample perks for the farmers and ranchers, too.
More pollinators can increase crop yields. Pollinators can be increased by planting
wildflowers in and around fields and choosing the right cover crops. NRCS offers more than
three dozen conservation practices that assist in building healthier landscapes for
pollinators. NRCS can also help fund the implementation of these practices.

Habitats used by pollinators attract beneficial insects (insects that eat crop pests), and they
may provide habitat for other wildlife, reduce soil erosion, and improve water quality. As you
can see, pollinators and healthy habitat for pollinators help keep the ecosystem healthy. In
fact, if you are putting in conservation practices to prevent soil erosion or protect stream
banks, consider including wildflowers, shrubs and trees that support pollinators.

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit nrcs.usda.gov/pollinators.
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USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover
Costs for Organic Certification

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic producers and handlers can
apply for USDA funds to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic
certification through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP). Applications
for eligible certification expenses paid between Oct. 1, 2020, and Sept. 30, 2021, are due
Nov. 1, 2021.

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of agricultural products
for the costs of obtaining or maintaining organic certification under the USDA’s National
Organic Program. Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who have
paid organic certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Producers

can be reimbursed for expenses including application fees, inspection costs, fees related to
equivalency agreement and arrangement requirements, travel expenses for inspectors, user
fees, sales assessments and postage.

For 2021, OCCSP will reimburse 50 percent of a certified operation’s allowable certification
costs, up to a maximum of $500 for each of the following categories or “scopes:”

e crops
e wild crops

o livestock

e processing/handling

e State organic program fees.

Organic farmers and ranchers may apply through an FSA county office or a participating
state agency.

More Information
To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit the OCCSP
webpage, visit usda.gov/organic, or contact your local USDA Service Center.

High Tunnels Provide More Locally Grown Fresh
Fruits, Veggies

It's hard to beat produce grown locally. It's often fresher and tastier, uses less energy for
transport, and helps farmers in your community. But the off-season presents a big challenge
for farmers who grow fruits and vegetables and for consumers who want to find local
produce throughout the year.

When farmers can lengthen the growing season, even by several weeks, their options
change. That's why the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service promotes
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seasonal high tunnel as such a powerful tool. High tunnels are plastic-wrapped, metal-
framed structures that are fairly easy and inexpensive to build. They are designed to extend
the growing season into the colder months, helping to increase the availability of local
produce, keep plants at a steady temperature and even conserve water and energy.

High tunnels are similar to greenhouses, except they are considered “passively heated.”
That means they do not require electricity to heat — only sunlight. The plastic on the frame
actually provides enough insulation to add up to 12 extra weeks to the growing season,
depending on location. The inside of a high tunnel boasts its own microclimate, often
producing crops of higher quality and quantity that those in traditional farm fields. High
tunnels are also different than greenhouses in that the plants are actually in the ground, not
in pots or on tables. You can think of it as a plastic covering over a field.

High tunnels can cut costs for the producer by conserving water and requiring fewer inputs,
like fertilizers or pesticides. In high tunnels, these inputs are often applied through tubes that
run along the base of the plants, allowing water and fertilizer to be delivered directly above
the soil. Outside of high tunnels, these inputs are often dispersed on a larger scale and
require more to ensure the plants receive an adequate amount.

NRCS helps farmers build high tunnels, providing technical expertise and funding. Local
and regional markets often provide farmers with a higher share of the food dollar, and
money spent at a local business often continues to circulate within community, creating a
multiplier effect and providing greater economic benefits to the area.

For more information contact your local USDA Service Center in your county, or visit
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/al/home/

Save Big by Planting Trees on Your Home, Farm

Did you know the cooling effect of a young, healthy tree is the same as having 10 air
conditioners operating 20 hours every day? In addition to their cooling power, trees provide
other benefits. Trees growing along the banks of rivers and streams keep the soil and
nutrients on your land and ensure the water running off is cleaner downstream. These same
trees also help prevent floods by slowing down water during periods of heavy rain. As the
water slows, it helps recharge underground aquifers that supply fresh water for drinking
wells and irrigation.

A native deciduous tree planted in the right location can keep your house or barn
temperature regulated. To maximize your energy savings, plant your large deciduous trees
on the east, west and northwest of your building. Doing so can help you reduce your air
conditioning needs by 30 percent and heating needs by 20-50 percent depending on your
location.

USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service works with farmers and ranchers to plant
trees as part of conservation work. For more information contact your local USDA Service
Center in your county, or visit https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/al/home/
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USDA Announces Pandemic Assistance for
Timber Harvesters and Haulers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is providing up to $200 million to provide relief
to timber harvesting and timber hauling businesses that have experienced losses due to
COVID-19 as part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Loggers and
truckers can apply for assistance through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) July 22
through Oct. 15, 2021. The Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers
program (PATHH) is administered by FSA in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service.

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized this critical assistance for the timber
industry. Timber harvesting and hauling businesses that have experienced a gross revenue
loss of at least 10% during the period of Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2020, compared to the period of
Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2019, are encouraged to apply.

Program Details

To be eligible for payments, individuals or legal entities must be a timber harvesting or
timber hauling business where 50% or more of its gross revenue is derived from one or
more of the following:

e Cutting timber.
e Transporting timber.

e Processing of wood on-site on the forest land (chipping, grinding, converting to
biochar, cutting to smaller lengths, etc.).

Payments will be based on the applicant’s gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2019,
through Dec. 1, 2019, minus gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 1,
2020, multiplied by 80%. FSA will issue an initial payment equal to the lesser of the
calculated payment amount or $2,000 as applications are approved. A second payment will
be made after the signup period has ended based upon remaining PATHH funds.

The maximum amount that a person or legal entity may receive directly is $125,000.
Applying for Assistance

Loggers and truckers can apply for PATHH beginning on July 22 by completing form FSA-
1118, Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers Program application, and
certifying to their gross revenue for 2019 and 2020 on the application. Additional
documentation may be required. Visit farmers.gov/pathh for more information on how to

apply.

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by
mail, fax, hand delivery, or via electronic means. To find a local FSA office, loggers and
truckers can visit farmers.gov/service-locator. They can also call 877-508-8364 to speak
directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance.
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USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase
Farmland and Improve Property

Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These
microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans
looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations.

Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer,
tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013.

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help
farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers
and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local County USDA Service
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

I
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