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Be on the Lookout: New Form Required for Some
NRCS Customers

If you are a producer or landowner who participates in USDA’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation programs, the Farm Service Agency (FSA) may
be reaching out by mail with information about a form you'll need to fill out.

Starting this year, all producers and landowners participating or applying to participate in
certain NRCS conservation programs must complete form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan.
Historically, to participate in these programs, legal entities could file either the CCC-901,
Member Information or the CCC-902, while individuals were not specifically required to file
the CCC-902 with FSA. Now, to ensure FSA and NRCS are properly determining payment
eligibility and maximum payment limitations, all customers must have a CCC-902 on file to
establish eligibility.

These changes will not affect participants who already have a Form CCC-902 with a
“determined” status recorded with FSA. Customers that do not have a CCC-902 on file with
FSA will be sent a letter in the mail in the coming weeks with detailed information on what is
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needed and how to file the form. The letter requests that the form be completed within 30
days of receiving the letter.

For added convenience, USDA is offering options for remote or in-person submission of the
CCC-902. Fiscal year 2021 is considered a transition year to ensure all NRCS program
participants can meet this updated filing requirement. Beginning in FY 2022, if form CCC-902
is not on file your payments may be impacted.

We can help: NRCS and FSA staff are available at USDA Service Centers nationwide to
provide information and assistance to walk you through meeting this filing requirement. For
more information, see the NRCS National Bulletin 300-21-7 or FSA Notice PL-293.

Waiver of DCIA Compliance for Commodity and
Farm Storage Facility Loan Programs

On January 27, 2021, the Biden-Harris Administration suspended all debt collections,
foreclosures, and other adverse actions for borrowers of direct farm loans and Farm Storage
Facility Loans (FSFL) through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) because of the national
public health emergency caused by the Coronavirus pandemic.

It has been determined that the January 2021 suspension included a waiver of the Debt
Collection Improvement Act (DCIA) noncompliance for issuing new Marketing Assistance
Loans (MAL), Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) or FSFL to borrowers who are in delinquent
status with FSFL or farm loans.

Under normal circumstances, DCIA specifies that a person cannot obtain Federal financial
assistance in the form of loans (other than disaster loans), loan insurance, or guarantees if
that person has delinquent Federal non-tax debt. MAL, LDP, and FSFL programs
administered by FSA are currently subject to these statutory constraints.

FSA county offices will review MALs, LDPs, and FSFLs that were previously denied on or
after January 27, 2021, because of DCIA noncompliance. Offices will notify applicants of the
waiver provisions and the opportunity to obtain a loan. All applicable eligibility requirements
remain in place with the exception of DCIA waiver.

Reach out to your local FSA office for more information. To find your local office,
visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

USDA Provides $1.8 Billion to Offset Market
Fluctuations

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is in the process of issuing $1.8 billion in
payments to agricultural producers who enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2020 crop year. These payments provide
critical support to help mitigate fluctuations in either revenue or prices for certain crops.
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These two USDA safety-net programs help producers of certain crops build back better after
facing the impacts of COVID-19 and other challenges.

In addition, USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is encouraging producers to contact their
local USDA Service Centers to make or change elections and to enroll for 2022 ARC or PLC,
providing future protections against market fluctuations. The election and enrollment period
opened on Oct. 18, 2021 and runs through March 15, 2022.

2020 Payments and Contracts

ARC and PLC payments for a given crop year are paid out the following fall to allow actual
county yields and the Market Year Average prices to be finalized. This month, FSA
processed payments to producers enrolled in 2020 ARC-County (ARC-CO), ARC-Individual
(ARC-IC) and PLC for covered commodities that triggered for the crop year.

For ARC-CO, view the 2020 ARC-CO Benchmark Yields and Revenues online database for
payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity.

For PLC, payments have triggered for barley, canola, chickpeas (large and small), dry peas,
flaxseed, lentils, peanuts, seed cotton and wheat. More information on rice payments will be
announced later this fall and in early 2022.

For ARC-IC, producers should contact their local FSA office for additional information
pertaining to 2020 payment information, which relies on producer-specific yields for the crop
and farm to determine benchmark yields and actual year yields when calculating

revenues.

By the Numbers

More than 1.7 million contracts were signed in 2019. In 2020, producers signed nearly 1.8
million ARC or PLC contracts, and 251 million out of 273 million base acres were enrolled in
the programs. In 2021, signed contracts surpassed 1.8 million.

Since the ARC and PLC were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and reauthorized by the 2018
Farm Bill, these safety-net programs have paid out more than $32.5 billion to producers of
covered commodities.

2022 Elections and Enrollment

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-CO or PLC, which are both crop-by-crop, or
ARC-IC, which is for the entire farm. Although election changes for 2022 are optional,
producers must enroll through a signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-
year contract on the farm and makes an election change for 2022, it will be necessary to sign
a new contract.

If an election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2022, the election remains the
same as the 2021 election for crops on the farm. Farm owners cannot enroll in either
program unless they have a share interest in the farm.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe,
flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain
rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower
seed, and wheat.
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Web-Based Decision Tools

In partnership with USDA, the University of lllinois and Texas A&M University offer web-
based decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop
data specific to their respective farming operations. Tools include:

e Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of
lllinois allows producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-CO
and PLC.

e ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M tallows producers
to estimate payments and yield updates and expected payments for 2022.

Crop Insurance Considerations
ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes crop
insurance and marketing assistance loans.

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact eligibility
for some crop insurance products.

Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental
Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers on
farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that crop on
that farm.

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.
Producers may add ECO regardless of the farm program election.

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are
ineligible for the stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for that
farm.

More Information
For more information on ARC and PLC, visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact your
local USDA Service Center.

NRCS Announces Conservation Funding
Opportunities for 2022

USDA has several fiscal year 2022 assistance opportunities for agricultural producers and
private landowners for key programs, such as the Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP), Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), Agricultural Conservation Easement
Program (ACEP), Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) and Agricultural
Management Assistance (AMA) program.

Through conservation programs, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
provides technical and financial assistance to help producers and landowners make
conservation improvements on their land that benefit natural resources, build resiliency and
contribute to the nation’s broader effort to combat the impacts of climate change.
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Applying for Assistance

NRCS accepts applications for its conservation programs year-round. State Technical
Committees, composed of representatives from conservation and agricultural-related
organizations, work with NRCS to set state-specific, ranking dates to evaluate applications
for funding. These dates account for producer needs, staff workload and ensure potential
participants have ample opportunity to apply. Producers should apply by their state’s ranking
dates to be considered for funding in the current cycle.

Funding is provided through a competitive process. State-specific, ranking dates for all
programs are available. Applications received after ranking dates will be automatically
deferred to the next funding period.

Program Options

EQIP provides cost share assistance for producers to use 170-plus conservation practices to
address a wide variety of resource concerns. Within EQIP, Conservation Incentive Contracts
allow producers to further target priority resource concerns. CSP helps producers take their
conservation activities to the next level through comprehensive conservation and advanced
conservation activities. ACEP helps producers enroll wetlands, grasslands and farmlands
into easements for long-term protection. Additionally, through RCPP, producers and
landowners can work with partners who are co-investing with NRCS on targeted projects.

Historically Underserved Producer Benefits

Special provisions are also available for historically underserved producers. For EQIP,
historically underserved producers are eligible for advance payments to help offset costs
related to purchasing materials or contracting services up front. In addition, historically
underserved producers can receive higher EQIP payment rates (up to 90% of average cost).
NRCS sets aside EQIP, CSP and ACEP funds for historically underserved producers.

Conservation Practices and Climate

NRCS conservation programs play a critical role in USDA’s commitment to partnering with
farmers, ranchers, forest landowners and local communities to deliver climate solutions that
strengthen agricultural operations and rural America. States may prioritize a variety of
voluntary conservation practices through these NRCS programs, including those that support
climate-smart agriculture and forestry (CSAF).

In fiscal year 2022, EQIP and CSP will provide targeted funding for CSAF practices, and
Conservation Incentive Contracts — a new EQIP program — will be available nationwide with
an emphasis on CSAF practices. Building on these efforts, NRCS will also prioritize climate
investments through ACEP, RCPP and Conservation Innovation Grants.

Producers, landowners and forest managers interested in applying for assistance should
contact the NRCS at their local USDA Service Center.



https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMjEuNTIxNzA3MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ucmNzLnVzZGEuZ292L3dwcy9wb3J0YWwvbnJjcy9kZXRhaWwvbmF0aW9uYWwvcHJvZ3JhbXMvZmluYW5jaWFsLz9jaWQ9bnJjc2VwcmQxODM3NjYxJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.pvTCSzuQdNMbRGNlsGXyrUu5OXuLX_eV9-rcAPEJT2M/s/1849533421/br/125460336197-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMjEuNTIxNzA3MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ucmNzLnVzZGEuZ292L3dwcy9wb3J0YWwvbnJjcy9kZXRhaWwvbmF0aW9uYWwvcGVvcGxlL291dHJlYWNoL3NsYmZyLz9jaWQ9bnJjc2RldjExXzAwMTA0MCZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.C9Ayx-DAkyVinM8w0aZJFge8dX6ibkGwPvSkj9jdkV8/s/1849533421/br/125460336197-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMjEuNTIxNzA3MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi93b3JraW5nLXdpdGgtdXMvc2VydmljZS1jZW50ZXItbG9jYXRvcj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.TZu7kdp2tGjdw5ZIAJJgZfPjsNsk3pt1a1opUTn8M1A/s/1849533421/br/125460336197-l

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm
Records

Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the
latest self-service feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website.

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer,
tablet or phone. Capabilities include:

e View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields,
CRP acres, land ownership details, and much more;

e View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or
fertilizer providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and

e Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles.

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves you
time and money.

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA portal
for producers, while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. A
new enhancement expands the scope of accessibility to include farmers and ranchers who
are members of an entity, as well as people with a power of attorney form (FSA-211) on file
with FSA.

Managing USDA Business Online

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also:
¢ View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents.

¢ Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application.

¢ View and submit conservation requests.

e View technical references and submit questions.

e Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts.
¢ Report practice completion and request practice certification.

e View farm loan and interest information (producers only).

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as precision
agriculture planting boundaries.

To access your information, you'll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov.
After obtaining an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s
authenticated portal via the Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. Google
Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the recommended browsers to access the
feature.
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In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also
has ample information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans,
disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated
the navigation and organization of the site as well as added some new webpages, including
“Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more about these changes.

Noninsured Crop Coverage Helps Producers
Manage Risks

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
helps you manage risk through coverage for both crop losses and crop planting that was
prevented due to natural disasters. The eligible or “noninsured” crops include agricultural
commodities not covered by federal crop insurance.

You must be enrolled in the program and have purchased coverage for the eligible crop in
the crop year in which the loss incurred fo receive program benefits following a
qualifying natural disaster.

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5
percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Buy-up levels of NAP
coverage are available if the producer can show at least one year of previously successfully
growing the crop for which coverage is being requested.

Producers of organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-
up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the
coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected production.

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses
that exceed 50 percent of expected production.

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing.

NAP Service Fees

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per
producer per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in
multiple counties.

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans

Qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are eligible for a service fee waiver and premium
reduction, if the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility criteria.

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for
a waiver of NAP service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Cetrtification.”
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For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, contact your County USDA
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Ask USDA available to answer questions about
FSA programs

Ask USDA is now available as a tool for FSA customers to ask questions about FSA
programs and services.

Ask USDA, available at ask.usda.gov is similar to AskFSA, which was

decommissioned Sept. 21, but it also provides information for all USDA programs. Ask
USDA allows USDA customers to search for and read answers about FSA programs and
services in the same location as they read about other USDA programs and services.

Customers are able to submit questions through email, chat, and phone if they need more
information. This improved customer service approach provides a one-stop shopping
experience that covers all of USDA’s many programs.

Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed
Borrowers with Real Estate Security

Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for their Farm Service Agency
(FSA) direct or guaranteed loans are responsible for maintaining loan collateral. Borrowers
must obtain prior consent or approval from FSA or the guaranteed lender for any transaction
that affects real estate security. These transactions include, but are not limited to:

e Leases of any kind

o Easements of any kind
e Subordinations

e Partial releases

e Sales

Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement, promissory note, and other
security instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current
and future loans.

It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or
guaranteed lender when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on
borrower responsibilities, read Your FSA Farm Loan Compass.

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early
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The Farm Loan teams are already working on operating loans for spring 2022 and asks
potential borrowers to submit their requests early so they can be timely processed. The farm
loan team can help determine which loan programs are best for applicants.

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm
operation for just about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ownership
loans can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing
discounts for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the year.

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm
Ownership and Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller
and non-traditional operations, can be used for operating expenses, starting a new operation,
purchasing equipment, and other needs associated with a farming operation. Loans to
beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a priority.

Other types of loans available include:

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral
and obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the
producer and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store
eligible commodities, for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling
equipment. A variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain
bins, hay storage structures, and refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer
may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.

Y
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