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In This Issue:

e Farm & Ranch Transition Workshop

Elections

e Conduct Business Online Through the Farmers.gov Portal

e Get Farm Service Agency_Program Assistance

e USDA Launches Online Debt Consolidation Tool to Increase Farmer And
Rancher Financial Viability

Join The Widget Business Training
Company & The B.E.A.N. Foundation,
Inc. for a workshop to help prepare for the
transition to the next generation.

Workshop Topics
e Heir Property & Succession Planning
Farm Infrastructure Development
Business Development
Value Added Production
Financial Literacy’
\ Beginning Famer Programs
A Programs

Attend in Person or via Zoom Teleconference
TIME: Tuesday September 24™, 2024
10 AM -2 PM CST

LOCATION: The Source
7070 University Court
Montgomery AL, 36117.
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Farm & Ranch Transition Workshop

Outreach meeting Tuesday, September 24, 2025, from 10am to 2pm at The Source,
7070 University Court, Montgomery, AL.

Amplifying Tribal Voices in USDA Farm
Service Agency County Committee
Elections

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve
on USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees. The committees are made
up of three to 11 members who serve three-year terms. Committee members are vital
to how FSA administers disaster assistance, conservation, commodity and price



support programs, advises county office employment and addresses other agricultural
issues.

To hold office or vote in FSA county committee elections, there are specific provisions
for American Indian and Alaska Native (Al/AN) citizens.

Watch this video to hear from agricultural producers, current and retired USDA staff
and tribal government officials about the importance of tribal participation in FSA
county committee elections.

Nominations

Tribal nation leaders and farm and ranch organizations can nominate agricultural
producers for County Committees serving tribal lands. Agricultural producers may be
nominated for candidacy for the county committee if they:

« Participate or cooperate in a USDA program; and
* Reside in the Local Administrative Area that is up for election this year.

A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming
or ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program
benefits. Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations
may also nominate candidates.

Voting

Since the 1990s, every member of an American Indian tribe is considered an
agricultural landowner if the land on which the tribal member’s voting eligibility is
based is tribally owned or held in trust by the United States for the tribe, even if the
individual does not personally produce an agricultural commodity on that land.
Members of American Indian tribes holding agricultural land are eligible to vote in an
FSA county committee election if the tribal member meets the age requirement of 18
years and older. Tribal agricultural landowner voting eligibility applies only to
members of federally recognized Tribes.

How to Vote

Tribal agricultural landowners 18 years and older can contact their USDA Service
Center to register to vote with FSA. After providing FSA with contact information,
including a current mailing address, tribal landowners will be updated as an eligible
voter in the FSA county committee election database.

Tribal Engagement

Additionally, FSA can collaborate directly with Tribal Nations to obtain names and
addresses of tribal members 18 years and older to get tribal membership registered in
the FSA election system. View FSA's 2024 call for tribal nominations.

Additional Information

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) and the USDA Office of Communications
collaborated with the Blackfeet Tribal Business Council in Montana to highlight FSA
opportunities for federally recognized tribal nations to expand USDA service, outreach
and education in tribal communities nationwide.

The national outreach and education project includes aerial footage of the 1.5 million-
acre Blackfeet Indian Reservation in northwestern Montana and video interviews with
agricultural producers, current and retired USDA staff and tribal government officials.
This is part one of a two-part video series — part two will be released later in the year.

For more information, including a USDA Tribal Agricultural Landowner Voting
Eligibility poster, visit your local USDA Service Centers, fsa.usda.gov/elections and
farmers.gov/tribal.

Conduct Business Online Through the
Farmers.gov Portal

Looking for ways to do business
with USDA that saves you time?
Look no further than farmers.gov.

When you create an_account for the FARM ERS.GOV
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portal, you have access to self-

service features through a secure

login. Managing your business with

USDA's Farm Service Agency. For Farmers, By Farmers
(ESA) and Natural Resources

Conservation Service (NRCS) is faster than ever. From e-signing documents,
viewing, printing, and exporting maps and receiving notifications of payment
disbursements, a farmers.gov authenticated account makes doing business with
USDA easy and secure.

What can you do with your farmers.gov account?

¢ View FSA Farm Loan information including interest payments, loan
advances, payment history and paid-in-full/restructured loans.

e Make USDA direct farm loan payments using the Pay My Loan feature.

o Access the Online Loan Application portal.

¢ View, print and export detailed FSA farm records and farm/tract maps.

* Import precision agriculture planting boundaries, create labels containing
crop information, and print both on farm tract maps.

¢ View and print your FSA-156EZ with farm details
¢ View and print your Producer Farm Data Report

¢ View NRCS Disbursements and Farm Loans financial activity from the past
180 days.

¢ View your land, access NRCS data on your conservation plans, contracts,
and planning land units through the Conservation Land Area page.

¢ View, upload, download and e-sign NRCS documents.

¢ Request NRCS conservation and financial assistance, including submitting a
program application.

¢ View detailed information on all previous and ongoing NRCS contracts,
including the amount of cost- share assistance received and anticipated; and
even request contract modifications, report practice completion and request
practice certification.

¢ “Switch Profiles” to act on behalf of your entity or another individual when
you have active representative authority on file

If you'd like to see the features in action and learn more about how to use them,
check out the 3-5 minute farmers.gov account video tutorials.

How do you create a farmers.gov account?

Visit farmers.gov/account to access information about farmers.gov accounts and sign
in to the site’s authenticated portal. You will need a Login.gov account linked to your
USDA customer record to access your farmers.gov authenticated site. Customers
who are new to USDA should visit Get Started at Your USDA Service Center, then go
to farmers.gov/account to create a farmers.gov account.

To create a farmers.gov account you will need:

e A USDA individual customer record — A customer record contains
information you have given to USDA to do business with them, like your name,
address, phone number, and any legal representative authority relationships.
Contact your local USDA Service Center to make sure you have an individual
USDA customer record on file and your information is up to date.

¢ AlLogin.gov account — Login.gov is a sign-in service that gives people
secure online access to participating government programs. You can create a
Login.gov account linked to your customer record by following the directions on
farmers.gov/account.

* Identity Verification — You can choose to verify your identity with Login.gov
or in-person at a USDA Service Center.

In addition to the self-service features, farmers.gov also has information on USDA
programs, farm loans, disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop



insurance.

Get Farm Service Agency Program
Assistance

Farm Service Agency Call Center

Farmers and ranchers can contact a call center to
receive one-on-one assistance from USDA Farm
Service Agency (FSA) employees ready to help. By
I calling 877-508-8364, customers can ask questions
- * about FSA programs.

The call center was created as a way to better serve customers, especially those
who have not worked with FSA previously.

Customers who contact the call center can expect to receive the same great service
they would receive as if they were in their FSA county office.

FSA Call Center staff can also provide service to non-English speaking customers.
Customers using the call center will still call 877-508-8364 and select 1 for English
and 2 to speak with a Spanish-speaking employee. For other languages, customers
select 1 and indicate their language to the call center staff.

The call center is just one of many ways USDA has adjusted and added flexibilities to
meet the needs of our customers. One thing remains the same, USDA stands
committed to offering exceptional customer service to our nation’s farmers and
ranchers.

Ask USDA Available to Answer Questions About FSA Programs

Ask USDA is now available as a tool for FSA customers to ask questions about FSA
programs and services.

Ask USDA, available at ask.usda.gov is similar to AskFSA, which was
decommissioned Sept. 21, but it also provides information for all USDA programs.
Ask USDA allows USDA customers to search for and read answers about FSA
programs and services in the same location as they read about other USDA programs
and services.

Customers are able to submit questions through email, chat, and phone if they need
more information. This improved customer service approach provides a one-stop
shopping experience that covers all of USDA’'s many programs.

USDA Launches Online Debt
Consolidation Tool to Increase Farmer
And Rancher Financial Viability

For the over 26,000 producers who submit a direct loan application annually, FSA has
made several impactful improvements including:

e The Loan Assistance Tool that provides customers with an interactive online,
step-by-step guide to identifying the direct loan products that may be a fit for
their business needs and to understanding the application process.

¢ The Online Loan Application, an interactive, guided application that is paperless

and provides helpful features including an electronic signature option, the ability

to attach supporting documents such as tax returns, complete a balance sheet,
and build a farm operating plan.

An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the

necessity of calling, mailing, or visiting a local USDA Service Center to pay a

loan installment.

e Anew educational hub with farm loan resources and videos.
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USDA encourages producers to reach out to their local FSA farm loan staff to ensure
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with starting, expanding, or maintaining their agricultural operation. To conduct
business with FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center.

FSA helps America’s farmers, ranchers and forest landowners invest in, improve,
protect and expand their agricultural operations through the delivery of agricultural
programs for all Americans. FSA implements agricultural policy, administers credit and
loan programs, and manages conservation, commodity, disaster recovery and
marketing programs through a national network of state and county offices and locally
elected county committees. For more information, visit fsa.usda.gov.

ALABAMA USDA

Farm Service Agency (FSA)
4121 Carmichael Road, Ste 600
Montgomery, AL 36106

Phone: 334-279-3500

Fax: 855-747-0599

Clifton Warren, FSA State Director

FSA State Committee
Donald Means, Chairperson
Marvin Datcher

Gary Terry

William Townsend Kyser IlI

Natural Resource Conservation
Service (NRCS)

3381 Skyway Dr. Auburn, AL 36830
Phone: (334) 887-4500

Fax: (855)292-1671

Ben Malone, NRCS State
Conservationist

Risk Management

106 S. Patterson Street, Suite 250
Valdosta, GA 31601-5673

Phone: 229-242-7235

Danny Ellison Fax: (229) 242-3566

Davina Lee, RMA Regional Director

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a
complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington,
DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-
8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

CONTACT US:
Farm Service Agency
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Risk Management Agency

Service Center Locator
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