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• Five Facts About the United States Drought Monitor 
• USDA Supports Military Veteran’s Transition to Farming 
• USDA to Mail Additional Pre-Filled Applications to Producers Impacted 

by 2020, 2021 Disasters  
• USDA Accepts More than 3.1 Million Acres in Grassland CRP Signup  
• USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs of Organic, 

Transitioning Producers 
• FSA Offers Drought Assistance for Livestock Producers Through 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) 

Five Facts About the United States Drought 
Monitor 
This is likely no surprise to you, but drought 
persists across the western U.S. and is intensifying in some 
areas. No geographic area is immune to the potential of 
drought at any given time. The U.S. Drought 
Monitor provides a weekly drought assessment, and it plays 
an important role in USDA programs that help farmers and 
ranchers recover from drought. 

Fact #1 - Numerous agencies use the Drought Monitor to inform drought-related 
decisions. 

The map identifies areas of drought and labels them by intensity on a weekly basis. It 
categorizes the entire country as being in one of six levels of drought. The first two, None 
and Abnormally Dry (D0), are not considered to be drought. The next four describe 
increasing levels of drought: Moderate (D1), Severe (D2), Extreme (D3) and Exceptional 
(D4).  

While many entities consult the Drought Monitor for drought information, drought 
declarations are made by federal, state and local agencies that may or may not use the 
Drought Monitor to inform their decisions. Some of the ways USDA uses it to determine a 
producer’s eligibility for certain drought assistance programs, like the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program and Emergency Haying or Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program 
acres and to “fast-track” Secretarial drought disaster designations.  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA5MDIuNjMxNjgxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2ZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi8_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.e7jPOC5Sa9ztQhhl7X6hfzjFJLgAeczHdT1kVEIWnwc/s/1119560993/br/143480764788-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA5MDIuNjMxNjgxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ucmNzLnVzZGEuZ292L3dwcy9wb3J0YWwvbnJjcy9zaXRlL25hdGlvbmFsL2hvbWUvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.Bah-D1hCeinyvwFjx8c1zWm6wceLY6Ct-CrOOktn7eQ/s/1119560993/br/143480764788-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA5MDIuNjMxNjgxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3JtYS51c2RhLmdvdi8_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.wF4GLy8vSsfLBoydWBYoMXhenSv2nXYwWjNfQFTHdIw/s/1119560993/br/143480764788-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA5MDIuNjMxNjgxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Ryb3VnaHRtb25pdG9yLnVubC5lZHUvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.157j26lOxxrepWU1vHz5pljpo0K8a9Js7Je_d6M-bAA/s/1119560993/br/143480764788-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA5MDIuNjMxNjgxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Ryb3VnaHRtb25pdG9yLnVubC5lZHUvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.157j26lOxxrepWU1vHz5pljpo0K8a9Js7Je_d6M-bAA/s/1119560993/br/143480764788-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA5MDIuNjMxNjgxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Ryb3VnaHQudW5sLmVkdS9QbGFubmluZy9Ecm91Z2h0UGxhbnMuYXNweD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.mThoLZExaoiAXVj2p96X9Dx30VlJ8tO95KOlQqrDYNk/s/1119560993/br/143480764788-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA5MDIuNjMxNjgxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL2Rpc2FzdGVyLWFzc2lzdGFuY2UtcHJvZ3JhbS9pbmRleD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.efNQ52fpiwcWv-u3MhT05PZMjvexCeScIdmCIY9lGXE/s/1119560993/br/143480764788-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA5MDIuNjMxNjgxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL2Rpc2FzdGVyLWFzc2lzdGFuY2UtcHJvZ3JhbS9saXZlc3RvY2stZm9yYWdlL2luZGV4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.oMp3QPdlWTa4VE6ZSq-E5uibC-iX9NeB3eFbMu8I4as/s/1119560993/br/143480764788-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA5MDIuNjMxNjgxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL2Rpc2FzdGVyLWFzc2lzdGFuY2UtcHJvZ3JhbS9saXZlc3RvY2stZm9yYWdlL2luZGV4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.oMp3QPdlWTa4VE6ZSq-E5uibC-iX9NeB3eFbMu8I4as/s/1119560993/br/143480764788-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA5MDIuNjMxNjgxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvQXNzZXRzL1VTREEtRlNBLVB1YmxpYy91c2RhZmlsZXMvRmFjdFNoZWV0cy9jcnBfaGF5aW5nX2dyYXppbmdfZmFjdHNoZWV0LnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.RnlrQg3CQiHAD22cVi2uC_tExViWkfO6gkL88wQ9Eu0/s/1119560993/br/143480764788-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA5MDIuNjMxNjgxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvQXNzZXRzL1VTREEtRlNBLVB1YmxpYy91c2RhZmlsZXMvRmFjdFNoZWV0cy9jcnBfaGF5aW5nX2dyYXppbmdfZmFjdHNoZWV0LnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.RnlrQg3CQiHAD22cVi2uC_tExViWkfO6gkL88wQ9Eu0/s/1119560993/br/143480764788-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA5MDIuNjMxNjgxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL2Rpc2FzdGVyLWFzc2lzdGFuY2UtcHJvZ3JhbS9kaXNhc3Rlci1kZXNpZ25hdGlvbi1pbmZvcm1hdGlvbi9pbmRleD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.uk2opsJBDl6FTYDmo5_bUC-JR2PjkX8wkxkMEsNaxk8/s/1119560993/br/143480764788-l


Fact #2 - U.S. Drought Monitor is made with more than precipitation data. 

When you think about drought, you probably think about water, or the lack of it. 
Precipitation plays a major role in the creation of the Drought Monitor, but the map’s 
author considers numerous indicators, including drought impacts and local insight from 
over 450 expert observers around the country. Authors use several dozen indicators to 
assess drought, including precipitation, streamflow, reservoir levels, temperature and 
evaporative demand, soil moisture and vegetation health. Because the drought monitor 
depicts both short and long‐term drought conditions, the authors must look at data for 
multiple timeframes. The final map produced each week represents a summary of the 
story being told by all the pieces of data. To help tell that story, authors don’t just look at 
data. They converse over the course of the map-making week with experts across the 
country and draw information about drought impacts from media reports and private 
citizens 

.Fact #3 - A real person, using real data, updates the map. 

Each week’s map author, not a computer, processes and analyzes data to update the 
drought monitor. The map authors are trained climatologists or meteorologists from the 
National Drought Mitigation Center at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (the academic 
partner and website host of the Drought Monitor), the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration and USDA. The author’s job is to do what a computer can’t – use their 
expertise to reconcile the sometimes-conflicting stories told by each stream of data into a 
single assessment. 

Fact #4 - The Drought Monitor provides a current snapshot, not a forecast. 

The Drought Monitor is a “snapshot” of conditions observed during the most recent week 
and builds off the previous week’s map. The map is released on Thursdays and depicts 
conditions based on data for the week that ended the preceding Tuesday. Rain that falls 
on the Wednesday just before the USDM’s release won’t be reflected until the next map is 
published. This provides a consistent, week‐to‐week product and gives the author a 
window to assess the data and come up with a final map. 

Fact #5 – Your input can be part of the drought-monitoring process. 

State climatologists and other trained observers in the drought monitoring network relay 
on-the-ground information from numerous sources to the US Drought monitor author each 
week. That can include information that you contribute. 

The Drought Monitor serves as a trigger for multiple forms of federal disaster relief for 
agricultural producers, and sometimes producers contact the author to suggest that 
drought conditions in their area are worse than what the latest drought monitor shows. 
When the author gets a call like that, it prompts them to look closely at all available data 
for that area, to see whether measurements of precipitation, temperature, soil moisture 
and other indicators corroborate producer-submitted reports. This is the process that 
authors follow whether they receive one report or one hundred reports, although reports 
from more points may help state officials and others know where to look for impacts. 

There are multiple ways to contribute your observations: 

1. Talk to your state climatologist - Find the current list at the American 
Association of State Climatologists website. 
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2. Email - Emails sent to droughtmonitor@unl.edu inform the USDM authors. 
3. Become a CoCoRaHS observer - Submit drought reports along with daily 

precipitation observations to the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow 
Network. 

4. Submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) - go.unl.edu/CMOR. 
  

For more information, read our Ask the Expert blog with a NDMC climatologist or 
visit farmers.gov/protection-recovery. 

 
USDA Supports Military Veteran’s Transition to 
Farming 
Are you a military veteran interested in farming? USDA offers resources to help you: 

  

• Fund Your Operation: USDA’s Farm Service Agency offers a variety of funding 
opportunities to help agricultural producers finance their businesses. Certain funds 
are targeted for veterans and beginning farmers and ranchers. 

• Conserve Natural Resources: USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 
offers conservation programs and expert one-on-one technical assistance to 
strengthen agricultural operations now and into the future. Veterans may be 
eligible for a cost share of up to 90 percent and advance payments of up to 50 
percent to cover certain conservation practices.  

• Manage Risks: USDA is here to help you prepare for and recover from the 
unexpected. Veterans who are beginning farmers may be eligible for reduced 
premiums, application fee waivers, increased insurance coverage, and other 
incentives for multiple USDA programs that support risk management.  

USDA wants to ensure that veterans transitioning to agriculture have the resources 
needed to succeed. While USDA offices are currently closed to visitors because of the 
pandemic, Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, 
email, and other digital tools. To conduct business, please contact your local USDA 
Service Center. Additionally, more information related to USDA’s response and relief for 
producers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. If you’re a new farmer, you can also 
reach out to your state Beginning Farmer and Rancher Coordinator. 

  

 
USDA to Mail Additional Pre-Filled Applications 
to Producers Impacted by 2020, 2021 Disasters  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced another installment (phase) 
in assistance to commodity and specialty crop producers impacted by natural disaster 
events in 2020 and 2021. More than 18,000 producers will soon receive new or updated 
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pre-filled disaster applications to offset eligible crop losses. Approximately $6.4 billion has 
already been distributed to 165,000 producers through USDA’s Farm Service Agency’s 
(FSA) Emergency Relief Program (ERP).  

FSA will begin mailing pre-filled applications in late August to producers who have 
potentially eligible losses and:  

• Received crop insurance indemnities for qualifying 2020 and 2021 disaster events 
after May 2, 2022. 

• Received crop insurance indemnities associated with Nursery, Supplemental 
Coverage Option (SCO), Stacked Income Protection Plan (STAX), Enhanced 
Coverage Option (ECO) and Margin Protection (MP) policies.  

• New primary policyholders not included in the initial insured producer Phase 1 
mailing from May 25, 2022, because their claim records had not been filled.  

• Certain 2020 prevent plant losses related to qualifying 2020 disaster events that 
had only been recorded in crop insurance records as related to 2019 adverse 
weather events and, as such, were not previously provided in applications sent 
earlier this year. 

• New Substantial Beneficial Interest (SBI) records, including SBIs where tax 
identification numbers were corrected. 

Producers are expected to receive assistance direct deposited into their bank account 
within three business days after they sign and return the pre-filled application to the FSA 
county office and the county office enters the application into the system.   

Before applying any program payment factors or eligibility criteria, it is estimated that this 
next installment (phase) may generate about $756 million in assistance. 

Emergency Relief Payments to Date  

This emergency relief under ERP complements ERP assistance recently provided to more 
than 165,000 producers who had received crop insurance indemnities and Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) payments for qualifying losses. USDA has 
processed more than 255,000 applications for ERP, and to date, has made approximately 
$6.4 billion in payments to commodity and specialty crop producers to help offset eligible 
losses from qualifying 2020 and 2021 natural disasters. Also, earlier this year, staff 
processed more than 100,000 payments through the Emergency Livestock Relief Program 
(ELRP) and paid eligible producers more than $601.3 million for 2021 grazing losses 
within days of the program announcement.  

Phase Two  

The second phase of both ERP and ELRP will be aimed at filling gaps and provide 
assistance to producers who did not participate in or receive payments through the 
existing risk management programs that are being leveraged for phase one 
implementation. USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as program details 
are made available.      

More Information  



In addition, on Aug. 18, 2022, USDA published a technical correction to the Notice of 
Funds Availability for ERP and ELRP to clarify how income from the sale of farm 
equipment and the provision of production inputs and services to farmers, ranchers, 
foresters, and farm operations are to be considered in the calculation of average adjusted 
gross farm income.  Producers whose average adjusted gross farm income is at least 
75% of the producer’s the average Adjusted Gross Income can gain access to a higher 
payment limitation. 

ERP and the previously announced ELRP are authorized by the Extending Government 
Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act, which President Biden signed into law 
in 2021. The law provided $10 billion to help agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, 
droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced during 
calendar years 2020 and 2021.   

For more information on ERP and ELRP eligibility, program provisions for historically 
underserved producers as well as Frequently Asked Questions, producers can visit 
FSA’s Emergency Relief webpage. A new public-facing dashboard on the ERP webpage 
has information on ERP payments that can be sorted by crop type – specialty or non-
specialty– specific commodities and state. FSA will update the dashboard every Monday.  

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including 
the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet and Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool. For FSA and Natural Resources Conservation Service programs, 
producers should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance with a crop 
insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent. 

  

 
USDA Accepts More than 3.1 Million Acres in 
Grassland CRP Signup  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is accepting offers for more than 3.1 million 
acres from agricultural producers and private landowners through this year’s Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) Grassland Signup, the highest in history. The signup’s results 
include 2,676 acres in Alabama. This program allows producers and landowners to 
continue grazing and haying practices while protecting grasslands and promoting plant 
and animal biodiversity and conservation, and it’s part of the Biden-Harris administration’s 
broader effort to address climate change and to conserve natural resources.  

Nationwide, this year’s Grassland CRP signup surpassed last year’s 2.5 million acres by 
22%. So far this year, producers have enrolled 2 million acres through the General Signup 
and more than 464,000 acres have been submitted through the Continuous CRP Signup. 
This means about 5.6 million acres are entering CRP in 2023, surpassing the 3.9 million 
acres expiring this year.  

Other highlights include:  
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• Top states included Colorado (642,000 acres), South Dakota (nearly 425,000 
acres) and Nebraska (nearly 422,000 acres).  

• States with the highest increase in acres compared with last year include Arizona 
(141% increase), California (129% increase), and Utah (122% increase).  

Because Grassland CRP supports not only grazing operations but also biodiversity and 
conserving environmentally sensitive land such as that prone to wind erosion, USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) created two National Priority Zones in 2021: the Greater 
Yellowstone Migration Corridor and Dust Bowl Zone. For this year’s signup, FSA 
expanded the Greater Yellowstone Wildlife Migration Corridor Priority Zone to include 
seven additional counties across Montana, Wyoming, and Utah, to help protect the big-
game animal migration corridor associated with Wyoming elk, mule deer and antelope. 
FSA accepted offers on more than 1.4 million acres in these two zones.  

Grasslands enrolled in CRP help sequester carbon in vegetation and soil, while enhancing 
resilience to drought and wildfire. Meanwhile, producers can still conduct common grazing 
practices, such as haying, mowing, or harvesting seed from the enrolled land, which 
supports ag production.   

Broadening Reach of Program      As part of the Agency’s Justice40 efforts, producers 
and landowners who are historically underserved, including beginning farmers and military 
veterans, will receive 10 additional ranking points to enhance their offers. From more than 
5,000 underserved producers, USDA accepted offers of more than 1.9 million acres, about 
87% of those who submitted applications.       Additionally, USDA is working to broaden 
the scope and reach of Grassland CRP by leveraging the Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP) to engage historically underserved communities. CREP is 
a partnership program that enables states, Tribal governments, and non-profit entities to 
partner with FSA to implement CRP practices and address high priority conservation and 
environmental objectives. Interested entities are encouraged to contact FSA.  

  

Producers can still make an offer to participate in CRP through the Continuous CRP 
Signup, which is ongoing, by contacting the FSA at their local USDA Service Center. 

  

 
USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover 
Costs of Organic, Transitioning Producers 
Agricultural producers and handlers who are certified organic, along with producers and 
handlers who are transitioning to organic production, can now apply for the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Organic and Transitional Education Certification 
Program (OTECP) and Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), which help 
producers and handlers cover the cost of organic certification, along with other related 
expenses. Applications for OTECP and OCCSP are both due October 31, 2022.  
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OTECP covers:   

• Certification costs for organic producers and handlers (25% up to $250 per 
category).  

• Eligible expenses for transitional producers, including fees for pre-certification 
inspections and development of an organic system plan (75% up to $750).  

• Registration fees for educational events (75% up to $200).  
• Soil testing (75% up to $100).   

Meanwhile, OCCSP covers 50% or up to $500 per category of certification costs in 2022.   

  

This cost share for certification is available for each of these categories: crops, wild crops, 
livestock, processing/handling and State organic program fees.    

  

Producers can receive cost share through both OTECP and OCCSP. Both OTECP and 
OCCSP cover costs incurred from October 1, 2021, to September 30, 2022.  Producers 
have until October 31, 2022 to file applications, and FSA will make payments as 
applications are received.   

  

To apply, producers and handlers should contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) at their 
local USDA Service Center. As part of completing the OCCSP applications, producers and 
handlers will need to provide documentation of their organic certification and eligible 
expenses. Organic producers and handlers may also apply for OCCSP through 
participating State agencies.    

  

Additional details can be found on the OTECP and OCCSP webpages.  

 
FSA Offers Drought Assistance for Livestock 
Producers Through Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) 
If you’ve suffered above normal expenses for hauling feed or water to livestock or hauling 
livestock to forage/grazing acres due to the impacts of drought, you may be eligible for 
financial assistance through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and 
Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). 
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For eligible producers in qualifying counties, ELAP provides financial assistance for: 

• the transportation of water to livestock; 
• the above normal cost of mileage for transporting feed to livestock, 
• the above normal cost of transporting livestock to forage/grazing acres.* 

*Hauling livestock one-way, one haul per animal reimbursement and no payment for 
“empty miles.” 

  

Eligible livestock include cattle, buffalo, goats and sheep, among others, that are 
maintained for commercial use and located in a county where the qualifying drought 
conditions occur. A county must have had D2 severe drought intensity on the U.S. 
Drought Monitor for eight consecutive weeks during the normal grazing period, or D3 or 
D4 drought intensity at any time during the normal grazing period. Producers must have 
risk in both eligible livestock and eligible grazing land in an eligible county to qualify for 
ELAP assistance. 

  

WATER TRANSPORTATION 

For ELAP water transportation assistance, a producer must be transporting water to 
eligible livestock on eligible grazing land where the producer had adequate livestock 
watering systems or facilities in place before the drought occurred and where they do not 
normally require the transportation of water. Payments are for costs associated with 
personal labor, equipment, hired labor, equipment, and/or contracted water transportation 
fees. Cost of the water itself is not covered. The ELAP payment formula uses a national 
average price per gallon. 

  

ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING FEED  

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who incur above normal 
expenses for transporting feed to livestock during drought. The payment formula excludes 
the first 25 miles and any mileage over 1,000 miles. The reimbursement rate is 60% of the 
costs above what would normally have been incurred during the same time period in a 
normal (non-drought) year. ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING 
LIVESTOCK TO FORAGE/GRAZING ACRES 

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who are hauling livestock to a 
new location for feed resources due to insufficient feed and/or grazing in drought-impacted 
areas. Assistance for Livestock transportation is retroactive to 2021 and available for 2022 
and subsequent years. Please contact your county FSA office for additional details. 

  

For calendar year 2022 forward, producers must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA 
office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent; producers should contact 



their county FSA office as soon as the loss of water resources or feed resources are 
known. For ELAP eligibility, documentation of expenses is critical. Producers should 
maintain records and receipts associated with the costs of transporting water to eligible 
livestock, the costs of transporting feed to eligible livestock, and the costs of transporting 
eligible livestock to forage/grazing acres. 

  

ELAP also offers assistance to producers impacted by wildfire. Contact your county FSA 
office for more information on ELAP resources for wildfire losses. In addition, beekeepers 
also can benefit from ELAP provisions and should contact their county FSA office within 
15 calendar days of when a loss occurs or from when the loss is apparent. For more 
information regarding ELAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center at or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

  

 

 

Alabama Farm Service Agency 

4121 Carmichael Rd. Suite 600 
Montgomery, AL 36106 

334-279-3500 
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