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Alaska County Upcoming Deadlines and 
Important Dates 

The USDA Alaska County and State Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
offices will be closed on Feb. 20 in observance of President’s Day.   

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) closing 
deadline for millet, sorghum forage, pecans, walnuts, safflower, 
sesame and most annual fruits and vegetables is March 15. Eligible 
producers must apply for coverage and pay the applicable service 
fees annually by the application closing date. Acreage reports are 
also due annually. Coverage for specific crops may be checked 
online at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.    

Please contact Lloyd Wilhelm, Northern County Executive Director, at 
(907) 895-4242, lloyd.wilhelm@ak.usda.gov. or Erin Sturdivant, 
Southern County Executive Director, at (907) 761-7754 
erin.sturdivant@ak.usda.gov if you have questions on these program 
deadlines, NAP crop closure dates, observed holidays and more. 
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Southern County Office 
800 W Evergreen, Ste 216 
Palmer, AK 99645 

County Executive Director 
Erin Sturdivant 
907-761-7754 
Fax: 907-761-7789 
Email: 
erin.sturdivant@ak.usda.gov  

Farm Loan Manager 
Jeff Curry 
907-761-7773 
Fax: 907-761-7789 
Email: 
jeff.curry@ak.usda.gov  

Hours Monday-Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  

Committee Meetings:  
Northern Co  TBA 
Southern Co TBA 

Please contact your local 
FSA Office for questions 
specific to your operation or 
county.   

  

USDA's Farm Service Agency Expands 
Bridges to Opportunity Nationwide 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) announced the expansion of a unique service for farmers and 
ranchers. FSA’s Bridges to Opportunity program provides a one-stop-
shop that connects producers with resources, programs and 
educational services offered across the department, as well as from 
other USDA partner organizations. Bridges to Opportunity, which 
currently provides enhanced customer support to more than 150,000 
customers in 20 states, will expand to serve customers across the 
country before the end of the month using fiscal year 2016 funds.   

FSA’s presence in over 2,100 county offices, in nearly every rural 
county, puts the agency in a unique position to partner with non-
governmental organizations to reach thousands of agricultural 
producers who can benefit from the programs and services.  Bridges 
to Opportunity allows FSA employees to search and obtain a list of all 
local, state, regional and national organizations that may be able 
assist local producers with their specific need. For example, FSA’s 
Houston County office in Texas partnered with many agricultural 
organizations to serve producers affected by severe drought.  When 
drought-stricken agricultural producers came to the county office 
looking for assistance, FSA employees were able to provide 
traditional services, such as the Livestock Forage Program and the 
Emergency loan program administered by FSA, as well as connect 
local farmers with local, regional, and national organizations that 
provide drought assistance and education.  

Bridges to Opportunity was developed by FSA to provide producers 
with a more comprehensive customer service experience by 
connecting them with other USDA agencies and nonfederal partners. 
Through Bridges to Opportunity, FSA county office employees have 
the tools to connect farmers, ranchers and anyone interested in 
agriculture with customized expertise on topics ranging including 
organic production, beginning farmer resources, integrated pest 
management, disaster assistance, conservation practices, agricultural 
educational courses, loans, grants and other financial assistance that 
can start, grow or benefit farming and ranching operations.  

For more information about Bridges to Opportunity, please contact 
your local FSA county office.  
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USDA Expands Farm Loans for Native Americans Farming and 
Ranching on Tribal Land 

Department Awards First Loan Under Highly Fractionated Indian Land Program   

USDA has approved and obligated the first loan under the Highly Fractionated Indian Land Loan 
program (HFIL). The program, made possible by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides revolving loan funds to 
qualified intermediary lenders, allowing qualified tribes and individuals the ability to purchase tribal 
farmland that has multiple owners.   

The first recipient, the Native American Community Development Corporation Financial Services, 
Inc. (NACDCFS) of Browning, Mont., will lend funds directly to tribal members through a $10 million 
intermediary HFIL loan from USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). NACDCFS addresses critical 
needs in Native American communities related to the growth of family assets, supports economic 
development, and enhances the quality of life for communities and residents located on or near 
Montana’s seven Indian reservations. NACDCFS provides one-on-one technical assistance to Native 
American entrepreneurs and agricultural producers. NACDCFS is a 501(c) (3), certified Native 
Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI), through the U.S. Department of Treasury. 

Under the 1887 Dawes Act, Indian reservation land was divided and allotted to individual tribal 
members such that with the passing of each generation, title ownership was divided and parceled 
among heirs, while the land was not. As a result, land once owned by a single person could today be 
owned by hundreds or thousands of individuals, resulting in what is known as “highly fractionated 
Indian land.” In many instances, landowners are unknown or cannot be located, which complicates 
the coordination of ownership or prevents the use of the property altogether. There are more than 
245,000 owners of three million fractionated land interests, spanning approximately 150 Indian 
reservations. 

Under HFIL, tribes and tribal members can submit an application directly to an intermediary lender. 
To participate, intermediary lenders first must be approved by USDA. The lenders may be private 
and tribal nonprofit corporations, public agencies, Indian tribes or lenders subject to federal or state 
regulation (such as a credit union or other financial institution). FSA will lend to the intermediary, 
which will relend to the applicant. The intermediary lender also will administer the loan for the 
applicant.  

For more information on the program, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or contact the local FSA 
county office. To find the local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Makes it Easier to Transfer Land to the Next Generation 
of Farmers and Ranchers 

Allows for Transfer of Certain Conservation Reserve Program Land to New Farmers; Provides 
Priority Enrollment in Working Lands Conservation Programs   

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering an early termination opportunity for certain 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts, making it easier to transfer property to the next 
generation of farmers and ranchers, including family members. The land that is eligible for the early 
termination is among the least environmentally sensitive land enrolled in CRP.  
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Normally if a landowner terminates a CRP contract early, they are required to repay all previous 
payments plus interest. The new policy waives this repayment if the land is transferred to a beginning 
farmer or rancher through a sale or lease with an option to buy. With CRP enrollment close to the 
Congressionally-mandated cap of 24 million acres, the early termination will also allow USDA to 
enroll other land with higher conservation value elsewhere.  

Acres terminated early from CRP under these land tenure provisions will be eligible for priority 
enrollment consideration into the CRP Grasslands, if eligible; or the Conservation Stewardship 
Program or Environmental Quality Incentives Program, as determined by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service.  

According to the Tenure, Ownership and Transition of Agricultural Land survey, conducted by USDA 
in 2014, U.S. farmland owners expect to transfer 93 million acres to new ownership during 2015-
2019. This represents 10 percent of all farmland across the nation. Details on the early termination 
opportunity will be available starting on Jan. 9, 2017, at local USDA service centers. For more 
information about CRP and to find out if your acreage is eligible for early contract termination, 
contact your local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office or go online at www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.   

 

Organic Producers and Handlers May Apply for Certification 
Cost Share Reimbursements; Expanded Eligibility for 
Transition and State Certification Cost 

Starting March 20, 2017, organic producers and handlers will be able to visit over 2,100 USDA Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) offices to apply for federal reimbursement to assist with the cost of receiving 
and maintaining organic or transitional certification. 

USDA reimburses organic producers up to 75 percent of the cost of organic certification, but only 
about half of the nation’s organic operations currently participate in the program. Starting March 20, 
USDA will provide a uniform, streamlined process for organic producers and handlers to apply for 
organic cost share assistance either by mail or in person. 

USDA is making changes to increase participation in the National Organic Certification Cost Share 
Program (NOCCSP) and the Agricultural Management Assistance Organic Certification Cost Share 
Program, and at the same time provide more opportunities for organic producers to access other 
USDA programs, such as disaster protection and loans for farms, facilities and marketing. Producers 
can also access information on nonfederal agricultural resources, and get referrals to local experts, 
including organic agriculture, through USDA’s Bridges to Opportunity service at the local FSA office. 

Historically, many state departments of agriculture have obtained grants to disburse reimbursements 
to those producers and handlers qualifying for cost share assistance. FSA will continue to partner 
with states to administer the programs. For states that want to continue to directly administer the 
programs, applications will be due Feb. 17, 2017.    

Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who have paid organic or transitional 
certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Application fees, inspection costs, fees 
related to equivalency agreement/ arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user 
fees, sales assessments and postage are all eligible for a cost share reimbursement from USDA. 
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Once certified, producers and handlers are eligible to receive reimbursement for up to 75 percent of 
certification costs each year up to a maximum of $750 per certification scope—crops, livestock, wild 
crops and handling. This announcement also adds transitional certification and state organic 
program fees as additional scopes. 

To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or 
contact a local FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection 
Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines 

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection 
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.  

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. The 2014 
Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher levels of protection. Beginning, underserved and limited 
resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted 
premiums for additional levels of protection."  

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent 
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, 
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.  

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that 
exceed 50 percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their 
expected production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics and 
crops marketed directly to consumers.  

March 15th is the Crop Sales Deadline for Spring Planted Annual Crops. To learn more about NAP 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA 
Service Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.    

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. 
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs. 
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Farm Loan Graduation Reminder 

FSA Direct Loans are considered a temporary source of credit that is available to producers who do 
not meet normal underwriting criteria for commercial banks.    

FSA periodically conducts Direct Loan graduation reviews to determine a borrower’s ability to 
graduate to commercial credit. If the borrower’s financial condition has improved to a point where 
they can refinance their debt with commercial credit, they will be asked to obtain other financing and 
partially or fully pay off their FSA debt.    

By the end of a producer’s operating cycle, the Agency will send a letter requesting a current balance 
sheet, actual financial performance and a projected farm budget. The borrower has 30 days to return 
the required financial documents. This information will be used to evaluate the borrower’s potential 
for refinancing to commercial credit.    

If a borrower meets local underwriting criteria, FSA will send the borrower’s name, loan type, balance 
sheet and projected cash flow to commercial lenders. The borrower will be notified when loan 
information is sent to local lenders.      

If any lenders are interested in refinancing the borrower’s loan, FSA will send the borrower a letter 
with a list of lenders that are interested in refinancing the loan. The borrower must contact the 
lenders and complete an application for commercial credit within 30 calendar days.   

If a commercial lender rejects the borrower, the borrower must obtain written evidence that specifies 
the reasons for rejection and submit to their local FSA farm loan office.    

If a borrower fails to provide the requested financial information or to graduate, FSA will notify the 
borrower of noncompliance, FSA’s intent to accelerate the loan, and appeal rights.

 

Youth Loans 

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be 
planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay 
the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The maximum 
loan amount is $5000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

 Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident 
alien  

 Be 10 years to 20 years of age 

 Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  

 Be unable to get a loan from other sources  

 Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined 
above  

 Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and 
assistance from a project advisor.  The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan 
applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.  



Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in these meetings 
and/or events should contact Lloyd Wilhelm, Northern CED, at (907) 895-4242, Erin Sturdivant, 
Southern CED, at (907) 761-7754 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

 

 

Questions?  

Contact Us  

STAY CONNECTED: 

      

  
 

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES:  
Manage Preferences  |  Delete Profile  |  Help 

This email was sent to donna.kramer@ak.usda.gov using GovDelivery, on behalf 

of: USDA Farm Service Agency · 1400 Independence Ave., S.W. · Washington, DC 

20250 · 800-439-1420 
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