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Nominations Open June 15 for the 2017
County Committee Elections

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service
Agency (FSA) encourages all farmers, ranchers, and FSA
program participants to take part in the Northern and Southern
County Committee election nomination process which opens
June 15.

FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-
day operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local
administration of federal farm programs.

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural
producers responsible for the fair and equitable administration of
FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members
become part of a local decision making and farm program
delivery process.
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Southern County Office
800 W Evergreen, Ste 216
Palmer, AK 99645

County Executive Director
Erin Sturdivant
907-761-7754

Fax: 907-761-7789

Email:
erin.sturdivant@ak.usda.gov

Farm Loan Manager
Jeff Curry
907-761-7773

Fax: 907-761-7789
Email:
jeff.curry@ak.usda.gov

Hours Monday-Friday
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Committee Meetings:
Northern Co TBA
Southern Co July 11, 4 :00
pm

Please contact your local
FSA Office for questions
specific to your operation or
county.

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members
from local administrative areas (LAA). Each member serves a
three-year term. One-third of the seats on these committees are
open for election each year. To be eligible for nomination and
hold office as a committee member or alternate, a person must
fulfill each of the following requirements: (1) be a producer with
an interest in farming or ranching operations, (2) participate or
cooperate in any FSA program provided for by law, (3) be a U.S.
citizen, (4) be of legal voting age, (5) meet the basic eligibility
requirements, and (6) reside in the county or multi-county
jurisdiction in which they will be serving. County committees may
have one or more appointed advisors to further represent the
local interests of underserved farmers and ranchers.
Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority
farmers and ranchers and land owners and/or operators who
have limited resources. Other minority groups including Native
American and Alaska Natives; persons under the poverty level,
and persons that have disabilities are also considered
underserved.

All nomination forms for the 2017 election must be postmarked or
received in the local USDA service center by Aug. 1, 2017. For
more information on FSA county committee elections and
appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and
Hold Office as a COC Member available online at:
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or www.fsa.usda.gov/ak.

This year, nominations and elections will be held in the
following Alaska LAAs:

Southern County LAA-3
LAA-3 Matanuska Borough.
Northern County LAA-2

LAA-2 Area beginning where the Clearwater road intersects the
AK Hwy NE to north line of Southeast Fairbanks census area,
proceeding NE to Canadian border, then SE following Canadian
border, where the Alaska Gateway Regional Educational
Attendance Area (AKGREAA) line intersects the Canadian
border, turning NW following AKGREAA line to the AK Hwy, then
proceed NW on AK Hwy to Clearwater road.

For more information about county committees, please contact
the Northern County FSA office at 907-895-4242 and the
Southern County FSA office at 907-761-7754 or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or www.fsa.usda.gov/ak.
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2017 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to
visit your County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Alaska:
For 2017 Crop Year

September 30, 2016 Value-loss crops and controlled environment crops(except
Nursery)

December 15, 2016 Perennial Forage, Fall-Seeded Small Grains

January 2, 2017 Honey
May 31, 2017 Nursery
July 15, 2017 All other crops, CRP

For 2018 Crop Year
September 30, 2017 Value-loss crops and controlled environment crops (except Nursery)
December 15, 2017 Perennial Forage, Fall-Seeded Small Grains

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

o If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

o If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,”
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your County FSA
office.

Farm Storage Facility Loans

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and
storage and handling trucks.



The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.
Eligible commaodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley,
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey,
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commaodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require
additional security.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm
products, and underserved producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or
contact your local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

Breaking New Ground

Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground
for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to
create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk
your eligibility for benefits.

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA
to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further
review is necessary.

Communications is Key in Lending

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary
to be a success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:
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Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation;
Any significant changes to family income or expenses;

The development of problem situations;

Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on
time, contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The
maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

e Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident
alien

e Be 10 years to 20 years of age

e Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements

e Be unable to get a loan from other sources

e Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined
above

o Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance
and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth
loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.

The Alaska State and the Northern and Southern County Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices will be
closed on July 4 in observance of Independence Day.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in these meetings
and/or events should contact Lloyd Wilhelm, Northern CED, at (907) 895-4242, Erin Sturdivant,
Southern CED, at (907) 761-7754 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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