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Alaska FSA State Directors News 

Some of our Alaska high schools offer Agriculture Education as part 
of the educational curriculum. Many more schools in Alaska do not. 
When considering Agriculture Education, there is an opportunity to 
add to, enhance and grow a student’ educational resume. Urban 
Agriculture is one of the many growth areas for many who want to 
be involved in Agriculture. The latest Census of Agriculture has 
some very curious, informative and telling information about 
Alaskan Agriculture. 

Consider these facts about agriculture in Alaska and nationwide. 

1. One U.S. farm feeds 166 people annually in the U.S. and 
abroad. 

2. 25% of all farmers are beginning farmers 
3. The average age of all U.S. farmers is 56 
4. Women make up 36% of farm operators 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FUSFSA%2Fbulletins%2F26045fd&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf37c448462e442ae0a8808d73d3e6c3f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637045210621389688&sdata=OT4x9LhZkmkCyzo5VF9p1i7Jnr4IHrJ0CQCD3cuIW7w%3D&reserved=0
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcxMTIxLjgxMjc0MTIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MTEyMS44MTI3NDEyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTkwMjI0JmVtYWlsaWQ9ZG9ubmEua3JhbWVyQGFrLnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1kb25uYS5rcmFtZXJAYWsudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ak
mailto:bryan.scoresby@ak.usda.gov


County Executive 
Director/Farm Loan 
Manager Lloyd Wilhelm  
907-895-4242 ext 150  
Fax: 855-711-9095  
Email: 
lloyd.wilhelm@ak.usda.gov  

Southern County Office 800 
W Evergreen, Ste 216 
Palmer, AK 99645 

County Executive 
Director/Farm Loan 
Manager Erin Sturdivant  
907-761-7754  
Fax: 907-761-7789  
Email: 
erin.sturdivant@ak.usda.gov 

Hours Monday-Friday  
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Committee Meetings:  
Northern Co TBA  
Southern Co  
Oct. 8, 10:00 am 

Please contact your local FSA 
Office for questions specific to 
your operation or county 

  

  

  

5. About 11% of U.S. farmers are serving or have served in 
the military 

6. Alaska has the highest growth of new farmers than any 
other state 

7. More than half of America’s farmers intentionally provide 
habitat for wildlife. 

8. Over 50,000 jobs in agriculture are available per year in the 
U.S. yet there aren’t enough qualified graduates to fill the 
spots. 

9. Jobs in Agriculture can be in the field, the lab, factory, 
transportation, restaurant, classroom, even the board room. 

10. Everyone participates in agriculture every day, eating 3 
meals/ day and the clothes we wear. 

Agriculture Education for high school students is much bigger than 
another math or science class. Agriculture Education and the 
associated FFA program prepares students to enter the work force, 
enter college or trade school. Being able to talk to people, give 
presentations, stand in front of a group, conduct meetings, and lead 
a team are all taught and practiced in Agriculture Education and the 
associated Future Farmers of America (FFA) chapter. No other part 
of a student’s high school education can match what Ag. Ed. and 
FFA does. Farming today in the words of Earl Coke is, “a highly 
integrated profession, practiced by professionals, who apply 
modern business techniques, scientific knowledge and mechanical 
innovations to their operations”. In short, they feed the world. 

As a shout out to the Alaska FFA programs state wide. 5 years ago, 
there were 6 chapters and now there are 18. Members have grown 
in the same period from 117 to 406. I would encourage all who read 
this to consider ways to help, grow, begin, cheer for and sustain the 
future of Ag. Ed and FFA in Alaska’s schools, then act of those 
considerations. 

 

 

USDA Reminds Farmers and Ranchers of Nov. 1 Deadline to 
Submit Your RTCP Receipts 

The Reimbursement Transportation Cost Program (RTCP) signup ended on September 6, 
2019.  This program covered transportation expenses incurred from October 1, 2018 through 
September 30, 2019.  If you applied for the RTCP program, and have not turned all your receipts in 
to the FSA office, now is the time to do so.  Applicants will have until COB on Nov. 1, 2019, to 
provide supporting documentation.  If you have any questions, contact your local FSA office. 

For more information on RTCP, farmers and ranchers in the eligible areas can visit their FSA county 
office or the FSA website at fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport. To find your local FSA county office, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

mailto:lloyd.wilhelm@ak.usda.gov
mailto:erin.sturdivant@ak.usda.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fprice-support%2FIndex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf37c448462e442ae0a8808d73d3e6c3f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637045210621389688&sdata=mUeCg6BwDcvR4E2VxZJ1WnmRjwjrjRUz6FD00ieXda4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf37c448462e442ae0a8808d73d3e6c3f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637045210621399680&sdata=74N4BYI2TEKk%2Bl8SXr284otk7XxZozAgR9XyevGyQt0%3D&reserved=0


 

USDA Opens Signup for Market Facilitation Program 

Enrollment Open through Dec. 6 

Signup is ongoing for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP), a U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) program to assist farmers who continue to suffer from damages because of unjustified 
trade retaliation from foreign nations. Through MFP, USDA will provide up to $14.5 billion in direct 
payments to impacted producers, part of a broader trade relief package announced in late July. The 
sign-up period runs through Dec. 6, 2019. 

MFP payments will be made to producers of certain non-specialty and specialty crops as well as 
dairy and hog producers. 

Non-Specialty Crops 

MFP payments will be made to producers of alfalfa hay, barley, canola, corn, crambe, dried beans, 
dry peas, extra-long staple cotton, flaxseed, lentils, long grain and medium grain rice, millet, 
mustard seed, oats, peanuts, rapeseed, rye, safflower, sesame seed, small and large chickpeas, 
sorghum, soybeans, sunflower seed, temperate japonica rice, triticale, upland cotton, and wheat. 

MFP assistance for 2019 crops is based on a single county payment rate multiplied by a farm’s total 
plantings to the MFP-eligible crops in aggregate in 2019. Those per acre payments are not 
dependent on which of those crops are planted in 2019. A producer’s total payment-eligible 
plantings cannot exceed total 2018 plantings. View payment rates by county. 

Dairy and Hogs 

Dairy producers who were in business as of June 1, 2019, will receive a per hundredweight 
payment on production history, and hog producers will receive a payment based on the number of 
live hogs owned on a day selected by the producer between April 1 and May 15, 2019. 

Specialty Crops 

MFP payments will also be made to producers of almonds, cranberries, cultivated ginseng, fresh 
grapes, fresh sweet cherries, hazelnuts, macadamia nuts, pecans, pistachios, and walnuts. Each 
specialty crop will receive a payment based on 2019 acres of fruit or nut bearing plants, or in the 
case of ginseng, based on harvested acres in 2019. 

More Information 

Payments will be made in up to three tranches, with the second and third tranches evaluated as 
market conditions and trade opportunities dictate. If conditions warrant, the second and third 
tranches will be made in November and early January. 

MFP payments are limited to a combined $250,000 for non-specialty crops per person or legal 
entity. MFP payments are also limited to a combined $250,000 for dairy and hog producers and a 
combined $250,000 for specialty crop producers. However, no applicant can receive more than 
$500,000. Eligible applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) for tax years 
2015, 2016, and 2017 of less than $900,000, or 75 percent of the person’s or legal entity’s average 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fmarket-facilitation-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf37c448462e442ae0a8808d73d3e6c3f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637045210621409677&sdata=JJdXXQ9Sqje7mSUuekAXkb36TDXwta7P1QG3dvkuiew%3D&reserved=0


AGI for those tax years must have been derived from farming and ranching. Applicants must also 
comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation regulations. 

More information can be found on farmers.gov/mfp, including payment information and a program 
application. 

 

USDA Opens 2019 Enrollment for Agriculture Risk Coverage 
and Price Loss Coverage Programs 

Agricultural producers can now enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) programs, two popular safety net programs, for the 2019 crop year. Interested 
producers must sign up for either program by March 15, 2020. 

The 2018 Farm Bill reauthorized and made updates to these two USDA Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) programs. ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop 
revenue declines below a specified guarantee level. PLC program provides income support 
payments on historical base acres when the price for a covered commodity falls below its effective 
reference price. 

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, 
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium 
grain rice (which includes short grain rice), safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, 
sunflower seed and wheat. 

Updated provisions in the 2018 Farm Bill allow producers with an interest in a farm to enroll and 
elect coverage in crop-by-crop ARC-County or PLC, or ARC-Individual for the entire farm, for 
program year 2019. The election applies to both the 2019 and 2020 crop years. If a 2019 election is 
not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2020, the election defaults to the current elections of the 
crops on the farm established under the 2014 Farm Bill. No payments will be earned in 2019 if the 
election defaults. 

For crop years 2021 through 2023, producers will have an opportunity to make new elections. Farm 
owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a share interest in the farm.  

Once the 2019 election and enrollment are completed, producers on the farm for 2020 can 
complete an enrollment contract for the 2020 crop year beginning Oct. 7, 2019 and ending June 30, 
2020.  

Although 2019 enrollment begins Sept. 3, 2019 and must occur first, a producer waiting until Oct. 7, 
2019 to enroll is afforded the opportunity to enroll in either program for both 2019 and 2020 during 
the same office visit. During this time, farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC 
payment yields that takes effect beginning with crop year 2020. If the owner accompanies the 
producer to the office, the yield update may be completed during the same office visit. 

In partnership with USDA, the University of Illinois and Texas A&M University are offering web-
based decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data 
specific to their respective farming operations. These decision tools can be found 
at fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

Producers are reminded that enrolling in ARC or PLC programs can impact eligibility for some forms 
of crop insurance. Producers who elect and enroll in PLC also have the option of purchasing 
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Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) through the USDA Risk Management Agency 
(RMA). Producers of covered commodities who elect ARC are ineligible for SCO on their planted 
acres. 

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are ineligible for 
the stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres. To be eligible for STAX 
coverage, producers must not enroll their seed cotton base acres into the ARC or PLC programs. 

For more information on ARC and PLC, download our program fact sheet or our 2014-2018 farm 
bills comparison fact sheet, or visit fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

 

2019 Livestock Forage Losses 

Producers in Kenai Peninsula, Anchorage, Matanuska Susitna, and Ketchikan Gateway Boroughs 
are eligible to apply for 2019 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on improved 
pasture. 

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffer grazing losses for covered 
livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. 

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National 
Office of qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted 
livestock on federally managed lands due to qualifying fire.  Eligible livestock producers must 
complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation no later than January 30, 2020, for 
2019 losses.  .Additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, is 
available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

New Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans 
that Fit Their Operation 

A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for 
farmers. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their 
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 
Compared to this time last year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has 
obligated for direct farm ownership loans, and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits 
for several loan products. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan 
staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works  

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few 
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. 
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After submitting their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their 
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, 
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility 
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides 
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the 
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that 
is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like 
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not 
work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov  

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and 
manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial 
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and 
alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan 
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can 
help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov 
delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest 
immediate value to America’s agricultural producers – helping farmers and ranchers do right, and 
feed everyone. 

For more information or to locate your USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov.  

 

Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program  

FSA borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous disaster areas who are 
unable to make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) 
program. 

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and is intended 
to relieve immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting aside the 
portion of a payment/s needed for the operation to continue on a viable scale. 

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Ffund%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf37c448462e442ae0a8808d73d3e6c3f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637045210621459646&sdata=q0SXebfTfRuDYmC10ZX25iiHvHJ06nTstNXniQwA1rI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Frecover%2Fdisaster-assistance-tool%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%23step-1&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf37c448462e442ae0a8808d73d3e6c3f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637045210621459646&sdata=CbdDAL1adoYRZulqWOIYK644J%2FgR9JJEgjaIJM9BVsY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf37c448462e442ae0a8808d73d3e6c3f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637045210621469640&sdata=yIPNtxfy2ckamau9EuEKvKjOniOjJTIVXDVzmFa6N10%3D&reserved=0


Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete 
application. The application must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable for 
the debt along with production records and financial history for the operating year in which the 
disaster occurred. FSA may request additional information from the borrower in order to determine 
eligibility. 

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is 
complete. Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each loan. 

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on 
or before the final due date of the loan. 

For more information, contact your local FSA farm loan office. 

 

Several Areas in Alaska are Eligible for Emergency Loans 

Anchorage, Kenai Peninsula, and Matanuska-Susitna Boroughs were declared a primary disaster 
due to drought and heat using the streamlined Secretarial Disaster Designation process. In 
Addition, producers in the contiguous Alaska boroughs of Denali, Kodiak Island, and Lake and 
Peninsula, along with the census areas of Bethel, Southeast Fairbanks, Valdez-Cordova, and 
Yukon-Koyukuk, are included in this designation.  Under this designation, producers with operations 
in any primary or contiguous county are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans. 

The streamlined disaster designation process issues a drought disaster declaration when a county 
has experienced a drought intensity value of at least a D2 (severe drought) level for eight 
consecutive weeks based on the U.S. Drought Monitor during the crop year. 

Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, 
flooding and other natural disasters or quarantine. 

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan 
assistance. FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent 
of losses, security available and repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of 
actual production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000. 

For more information about emergency loans, please contact your local FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
All Alaska State and County FSA Offices will be closed on October 14, 2019. 

 

 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in these meetings 
and/or events should contact Lloyd Wilhelm, Northern CED, at (907) 895-4242, Erin Sturdivant, 
Southern CED, at (907) 761-7754 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf37c448462e442ae0a8808d73d3e6c3f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637045210621469640&sdata=NZN2Ir0KsxR63GoA6jIkaPFFH8CGW8SQgusJq6vAdug%3D&reserved=0


Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

 

 

Questions?  
Contact Us  

STAY CONNECTED: 
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