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Alaska FSA State Directors News

November is here and as we look forward to the Thanksgiving Holiday, we
have much to be thankful for. Many of us had the most wonderful summer
time weather for growing our crops and gardens. Personally, | irrigated more
this year than ever before. History tells us many fun facts about the first
Thanksgiving, the origins and traditions of this marvelous holiday.

This Thanksgiving, | express to each of you, my gratitude for you being a
farmer. Because you chose to be a farmer, all have a wide variety and
wonderful selection of safe foods to enjoy from all over Alaska and

America. We also enjoy many non-food products to deepen that
enjoyment. The traditional turkey, cranberry sauce, potatoes, rolls, pumpkin
and pecan pie with ice cream, all come from dedicated, hardworking
farmers. Without the farmer, we would not be able to celebrate the food
traditions of this wonderful Holiday.

Do you know where all these traditional holiday foods come from? Can your
family identify the state where it was grown? Is your turkey or ham from an
Alaskan farmer or from a farm in Minnesota or North Carolina? Are the
potatoes Alaskan grown, or from a farm in Idaho or Washington? Do the
green beans for the traditional casserole come from your own garden or


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTExMTguMTMwNDMwMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1VTRlNBL2J1bGxldGlucy8yNmMyMDgxIn0.b1lib_75sEwq8lf10z4rkhN_3MiLsfqVBEe0zU3z6ss%2Fbr%2F71503214987-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3bec37193cf0449cdcdd08d76c502d8b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637096963925379619&sdata=rlmCvNFp6CxB9YlWoMxNlrMuqqkRXcbMX8C2L%2BXxIl8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTExMTguMTMwNDMwMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3Yvc3RhdGUtb2ZmaWNlcy9BbGFza2EvaW5kZXg_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.Pp--zjL39f4fbOM6pEPPpOoQ86xh9-XAWQTMTwRPYyQ%2Fbr%2F71503214987-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3bec37193cf0449cdcdd08d76c502d8b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637096963925389615&sdata=Pji4D0nDbjVbv7aUo0Y9bRS8ZZxmEt93KzztYkMLg30%3D&reserved=0
mailto:bryan.scoresby@usda.gov

Email:
lloyd.wilhelm@usda.gov

Southern County Office
800 W Evergreen, Ste 216
Palmer, AK 99645

County Executive
Director/Farm Loan Manager
Erin Sturdivant

907-761-7754

Fax: 907-761-7789

Email:
erin.sturdivant@usda.gov

Hours Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. -

4:30 p.m.

Committee Meetings:
Northern Co Dec 5, 10:30 am
Southern Co Dec 5, 2:30 pm

Please contact your local FSA
Office for questions specific to
your operation or county.

farmers market? It would be difficult to grow cranberries, pecans and sweet
potatoes here, but | have known some valiant gardeners who attempted
sweet potatoes. How much of your holiday meal can be sourced to an
Alaskan farmer?

Our nation has the most productive farmers and ranchers in the world, each
producing enough food to feed another 155 persons. An estimated 11% of
the US workforce is employed in agriculture and related industries. This
Thanksgiving season join others in sharing with your friends your Holiday
celebration with Alaska Grown foods on social media. Encourage the kids to
research where each food item comes from. Remember the Founding
Farmers like George Washington who issued a proclamation designating a
“Day of Public Thanksgiving” as the 4" Thursday in November. Lastly, in
giving thanks, also Thank a Farmer.

Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any
unreported changes of address, zip code, phone number, email address or
an incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our
office. Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or
purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers participating in
FSA and NRCS programs are required to timely report changes in their
farming operation to the County Committee in writing and update their CCC-
902 Farm Operating Plan. If you have any updates or corrections, please
call your local FSA office to update your records.

Alaska FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in
County Committee Elections

The 2019 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections will begin on Nov. 4, when ballots will be mailed
to eligible voters. The deadline to return the ballots to local FSA offices, or to be postmarked, is Dec. 2, 2019.

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and provide a link
between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to county committees help
deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to make decisions on
commodity price support programs; conservation programs; incentive indemnity and disaster programs for
some commodities; emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate within official regulations
designed to carry out federal laws.

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program. A person
who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm, may also

be eligible to vote.

Eligible voters in the Northern County local administrative area (LAA 1) and the Southern County local
administrative area (LAA 2), who do not receive a ballot can obtain one from their local USDA Service

Center.

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2020.
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The following are this year’s candidates who have been nominated in their LAA’s to serve as a committee
member. All candidates have agreed to serve if elected.

Northern County LAA-1 Includes the area that encompasses the following areas: North Slope, Northwest
Arctic, Yukon-Koyukuk and Nome Census areas, as well as the Denali and Fairbanks North Star Borough.

McLaren “Mac” Carter resides in Central, AK, a diversified farmers market vegetable producer who raises a
large variety of crops from tomatoes to potatoes and has lived and farmed in the Central, Alaska community
for 23 years. The Carter’s are very involved with the community and each year celebrate an annual bringing
in of the crops through a community festival for the whole area.

Rebecca “Becky” Hammond resides on an 80 acre farm east of Fairbanks, AK. For many years produced
brome hay on their farm to feed their animals. Currently raises angora goats, merino sheep, and angora
rabbits for fiber and meat. She also raises poultry for show, eggs, and meat. Becky stays very busy
processing fibers by hand spinning, hand dying, and creating different wares from the fiber.

Mark W. Kern resides on Eielson Farm Road in Salcha, AK. Mark has a small farm that has produced grass
hay and raised animals. Mark actively supports agriculture in Alaska.

Election Ballots will be Counted in Public at the Northern County FSA Office at 10:00 a.m. on
December 5, 2019.

Southern County LAA-2 Includes the municipality of Anchorage, Valdez/Cordova Census area south of
Chugach Mtns. Kenai Peninsula Borough north of Kasilof River.

Abby Ala, a 2nd generation farmer in Soldotna on land that has been in her family for over 71 years. Abby
operates a greenhouse, producing vegetables for local restaurants, markets and CSA.

Amy Daugherty has been a resident of Southeast Alaska for 45 years. She and her husband owned and
operated Merryweather Farm in remote Gustavus, near Glacier Bay National Park for seven years. Their
farm sold to inns, restaurants and local food enthusiasts at farmer’s market type venues.

Election Ballots will be Counted in Public at the Southern County FSA Office at 2:00 p.m. on
December 5, 2019.

More information on county committees, such as fact sheets, can be found on the FSA website at
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/ak.

USDA Safety Net Program Enrollment Opens for 2020

Agricultural producers now can enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) programs — two U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety net programs — for the 2020 crop year.
Meanwhile, producers who enrolled farms for the 2018 crop year have started receiving more than $1.5

billion for covered commodities for which payments were triggered under such programs.

ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue declines below a
specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on historical base acres when the
effective price for a covered commaodity falls below its reference price. The 2018 Farm Bill reauthorized and
updated both programs.
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Signup for the 2020 crop year closes June 30, 2020, while signup for the 2019 crop year closes March 15,
2020. Producers who have not yet enrolled for 2019 can enroll for both 2019 and 2020 during the same visit
to an FSA county office.

ARC and PLC have options for the farm operator who is actively farming the land as well as the owner of the
land. Farm owners also have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields beginning with crop year
2020. If the farm owner and producer visit the FSA county office together, FSA can also update yield
information during that visit.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium and short grain
rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.

2018 Crop Year ARC and PLC Payments

FSA began processing payments last week for 2018 ARC-County (ARC-CO) and PLC on covered
commodities that met payment triggers on enrolled farms in the 2018 crop year. In addition to the $1.5 billion
now in process, FSA anticipates it will issue another $1 billion in November once USDA’s National
Agricultural Statistics Service publishes additional commodity prices for the 2018 crop.

Producers who had 2018 covered commodities enrolled in ARC-CO can visit www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc for
payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity. For farms and covered commaodities
enrolled in 2018 PLC, the following crops met payment triggers: barley, canola, corn, dry peas, grain
sorghum, lentils, peanuts, and wheat.

Oats and soybeans did not meet 2018 PLC payment triggers.

2018 PLC payment rates for the following covered commodities have not been determined: crambe,
flaxseed, large and small chickpeas, long and medium grain rice, mustard seed, rapeseed, safflower, seed
cotton, sesame seed, sunflower seed and temperate Japonica rice.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC including two online decision tools that assist producers in making
enrollment and election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and PLC webpage.

New Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans
that Fit Their Operation

A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan Discovery Tool
as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for farmers.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their operations.
From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. Compared to this time last
year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has obligated for direct farm ownership loans,
and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits for several loan products.

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to better
understand their needs and challenges.
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How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple
questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After submitting
their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. The loan
application and additional resources also will be provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an application to
receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, and youth, as well as
information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and
documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service
center visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start”
button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is applicable to
your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the
Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and manage
accounts.

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial

Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and alerts by
logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features, the site
also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-
tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can help their operation recover from natural disasters.

With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov delivers farmer-
focused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest immediate value to America’s
agricultural producers — helping farmers and ranchers do right, and feed everyone.

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan Program
(FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, quarterly,
semi-annual or annual payments on loans.

PAD payments are pre-authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting Operations
Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a financial institution.

PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make payments
on loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can only be established
for future payments.

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This form has
no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to which payments are
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to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development (RD) website at
http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search for “Form 3550-28.”

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial institution
with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD DCFO.

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost.
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written request to
your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment rejections within a three-
month period, the preauthorized debt agreement will be cancelled by FSA. The payment amount and due
date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized debit. You are responsible to ensure your
full payment is made by the due date.

For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov

Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before actions
are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but are not limited
to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and Farm
Loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental review, this will result in
a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to
wait until you receive written approval of your project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not
limited to, vegetation clearing, site preparation or ground disturbance.

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA must have
copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved.

Payments to Deceased Producers

In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all program
conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of death.

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the order of precedence for the
representatives of the producer:

administrator or executor of the estate

the surviving spouse

surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children

surviving father and mother

surviving brothers and sisters

heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law
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In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file a form
FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and determine that
the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment issuance, was signed by
the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally authorized to act on their behalf at
that time of application.

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the participant who is
deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the legal authority to submit the
form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant.

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program participant’s
tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset regulations for debts owed
by the deceased.

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program benefits that
may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared incompetent.

Livestock Inventory Records

Producers are reminded to keep updated livestock inventory records. These records are necessary in the
event of a natural disaster.

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist producers who suffered excessive
livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, producers will be required to provide verifiable
documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of
loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or
feed losses, producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when
the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and receipts.

Producers should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:

e Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock
e  Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts;

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local FSA office.

All Alaska State and County FSA Offices will be closed on November 28, 2019.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in these meetings and/or
events should contact Lloyd Wilhelm, Northern CED, at (907) 895-4242, Erin Sturdivant, Southern CED, at
(907) 761-7754 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,



SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local
or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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