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Deadline Extended to Apply for Pandemic 
Support for Certified Organic and Transitioning 
Operations  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has extended the deadline for agricultural 
producers who are certified organic, or transitioning to organic, to apply for the Organic 
and Transitional Education and Certification Program (OTECP). This program provides 
pandemic assistance to cover certification and education expenses. The deadline to apply 
for 2020 and 2021 eligible expenses is now Feb. 4, 2022, rather than the original deadline 
of Jan. 7, 2022. 

Signup for OTECP, administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), began Nov. 8. 

Certified operations and transitional operations may apply for OTECP for eligible 
expenses paid during the 2020, 2021 and 2022 fiscal years. Signup for the 2022 fiscal 
year will be announced at a later date. 

For each year, OTECP covers 25% of a certified operation’s eligible certification 
expenses, up to $250 per certification category (crop, livestock, wild crop, handling and 
State Organic Program fee). This includes application fees, inspection fees, USDA organic 
certification costs, state organic program fees and more.    

Crop and livestock operations transitioning to organic production may be eligible for 75% 
of a transitional operation’s eligible expenses, up to $750, for each year. This includes 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/303050b


fees charged by a certifying agent or consultant for pre-certification inspections and 
development of an organic system plan.     

For both certified operations and transitional operations, OTECP covers 75% of the 
registration fees, up to $200, per year, for educational events that include content related 
to organic production and handling in order to assist operations in increasing their 
knowledge of production and marketing practices that can improve their operations, 
increase resilience and expand available marketing opportunities. Additionally, both 
certified and transitional operations may be eligible for 75% of the expense of soil testing 
required under the National Organic Program (NOP) to document micronutrient deficiency, 
not to exceed $100 per year.       

Producers apply through their local FSA office and can also obtain one-on-one support 
with applications by calling 877-508-8364. The program application and additional 
information can be found at farmers.gov/otecp.   

Additional Organic Support     

OTECP builds upon USDA’s Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) which 
provides cost share assistance of 50%, up to a maximum of $500 per scope, to producers 
and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification 
under the NOP. Although the application period for OCCSP ended Nov. 1, 2021, FSA will 
consider late-filed applications for those operations who still wish to apply. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) recently made improvements to 
Whole-Farm Revenue Protection to make it more flexible and accessible to organic 
producers. 

To learn more about USDA’s broader assistance for organic producers, visit 
usda.gov/organic.   

 

USDA Expands Partnerships for Conservation 
Through Its Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program 

New Partners are Encouraged to Apply  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is leveraging its authorities under 
the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) to bring in new types of 
partners and ultimately expand opportunities in voluntary conservation for the Nation’s 
agricultural producers and private landowners. In direct response to feedback from state 
agencies, Tribes, non-profits and other groups, USDA has updated CREP’s rule regarding 
matching fund requirements, and invested in additional staff to work directly with 
partners for streamlined, partner-driven conservation efforts.   

CREP is part of the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and enables USDA’s 
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC), through Farm Service Agency (FSA), and partners 
to co-invest in partner-led projects. CREP also plays an important role in USDA’s broader 
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climate change strategy, bringing together producers, landowners and partners for 
climate-smart land management.     

Matching Funds  

A Dec. 6, 2019, rule required that 50% of matching funds from partners be in the form 
of direct payments, which made it more difficult for diverse types of groups to participate 
as partners in CREP. With this rule change, partners can now 
provide their negotiated level of matching funds in the form of cash, in-
kind contributions, or technical assistance. This change allows for greater flexibility and 
opportunity for additional partners to participate in the program.  

This change was enacted through a Dec. 13, 2021 rule in the Federal Register.   

The rule also updated policy to now provide a full annual rental rate to producers who are 
impacted by state, Tribal or local laws, ordinances and regulations that require a resource 
conserving or environmental protection measure. The previous rule reduced the rental 
payment made to producers who were covered by such laws.    

Additional Capacity to Support Partners and Producers  

In order to implement these changes, FSA has hired three 
new CREP staff members, using a regional approach to work closely with potential and 
existing partners and expand program availability. The team members include:  

• Evelyn Whitesides, focusing on Alabama, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, 
Georgia, Kentucky Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia and 
Caribbean Region (Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands).  

• Kim Martin, focusing on Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South 
Dakota, Texas and Wisconsin.  

• Patrick Lewis, focusing on Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Pacific Basin, Utah, Washington and 
Wyoming.  

These investments in CREP staffing build on other recent outreach and 
education efforts by FSA, including a  $4.7 million investment announced this year to 
establish partnerships with organizations to provide outreach and technical assistance to 
historically underserved farmers and ranchers on a variety of CCC and FSA programs, 
including conservation programs.  

Currently, all CREP partners are States; however, FSA is strongly encouraging Tribes and 
non-governmental organizations to consider partnerships. This program is a great vehicle 
for their conservation-focused efforts.    

About CREP  
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Currently, CREP has 34 projects in 26 states. In total, more than 860,000 acres are 
enrolled in CREP.  

Eligible partners include States, Tribal groups, and non-governmental 
organizations. Potential partners interested in CREP should contact their FSA State 
Office or one of the new CREP team members listed above.  

More Information     

Earlier this year, FSA rolled out a number of improvements to CRP, which included a 
larger emphasis on climate-smart agriculture through a new Climate-Smart Practice 
Incentive for CRP general and continuous signups. Learn more in our “What’s New with 
CRP” fact sheet. These updates to CREP build on FSA’s larger effort to improve 
all components of CRP.  

To learn about CREP and other CRP opportunities, producers and landowners should 
contact their local USDA Service Center.  

 

USDA Provides Additional Pandemic Assistance 
to Hog Producers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a new 
program to assist hog producers who sold hogs through a negotiated sale during the 
period in which these producers faced the greatest reduction in market prices due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The Spot Market Hog Pandemic Program (SMHPP) is part 
of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative and addresses gaps in previous 
assistance for hog producers. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will accept 
applications Dec. 15, 2021 through Feb. 25, 2022.      

SMHPP provides assistance to hog producers who sold hogs through 
a negotiated sale from April 16, 2020 through Sept. 1, 2020. Negotiated sale, 
or negotiated formula sale, means a sale of hogs by a producer to a packer under which 
the base price for the hogs is determined by seller-buyer interaction and agreement on a 
delivery day. USDA is offering SMHPP as packer production was reduced due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic due to employee illness and supply chain issues, resulting in fewer 
negotiated hogs being procured and subsequent lower market prices.    

The Department has set aside up to $50 million in pandemic assistance funds through the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act for SMHPP.   

SMHPP Program Details    

Eligible hogs include hogs sold through a negotiated sale by producers between April 16, 
2020, and Sept. 1, 2020. To be eligible, the producer must be a person or legal entity 
who has ownership in the hogs and whose production facilities are located in the United 
States, including U.S. territories. Contract producers, federal, state and local 
governments, including public schools and packers are not eligible for SMHPP.    
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SMHPP payments will be calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible hogs, 
not to exceed 10,000 head, by the payment rate of $54 per head. FSA will issue payments 
to eligible hog producers as applications are received and approved.    

Applying for Assistance    

Eligible hog producers can apply for SMHPP starting Dec. 15, 2021, by completing the 
FSA-940, Spot Market Hog Pandemic Program application. Additional documentation may 
be required. Visit farmers.gov/smhpp for a copy of the Notice of Funds Availability, 
information on applicant eligibility and more information on how to apply.    

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide 
by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. To find your local FSA office, 
visit farmers.gov/service-locator. Hog producers can also call 877-508-8364 to speak 
directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. 

 

Applying for Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to youth to establish and operate 
agricultural income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other 
agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the 
organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth 
with practical business and educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5,000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, 
Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or 
a legal resident alien 

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 

• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 

• Be unable to get a loan from other sources 

• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as 
outlined above 

• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under 
guidance and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must 
recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision. 

For help preparing the application forms, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Communication is Key in Lending 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools 
necessary to be successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan 
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is 
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FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is 
crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is 
the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following: 

• Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation 

• Any significant changes to family income or expenses 

• The development of problem situations 

• Any losses or proposed significant changes in security 

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, 
contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact the Northern County FSA office 
at 907-895-4242 ext 150 and the Southern County FSA Office at 907-761-7754 or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm 
Records 

Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the 
latest self-service feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website. 

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer, 
tablet or phone. Capabilities include: 

• View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields, 
CRP acres, land ownership details, and much more; 

• View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical 
or fertilizer providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; 
and 

• Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles. 

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves 
you time and money. 

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA 
portal for producers, while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user 
experience. A new enhancement expands the scope of accessibility to include farmers 
and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as people with a power of attorney 
form (FSA-211) on file with FSA.  

Managing USDA Business Online 

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also: 

• View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents. 
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• Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application. 

• View and submit conservation requests. 

• View technical references and submit questions. 

• Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and 
contracts. 

• Report practice completion and request practice certification. 

• View farm loan and interest information (producers only). 

 Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as 
precision agriculture planting boundaries. 

To access your information, you’ll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to 
farmers.gov. After obtaining an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and 
sign into the site’s authenticated portal via the Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the 
website. Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the recommended 
browsers to access the feature. 

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website 
also has ample information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm 
loans, disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA 
updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as added some new 
webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more 
about these changes. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in these 
meetings and/or events should contact the Northern County FSA Service Center, at (907) 
895-4242, ext. 150, Southern County FSA Service Center, at (907) 761-7754 or Federal 
Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

Alaska State Farm Service Agency 

800 E Palmer-Wasilla Hwy. Suite 216 
Palmer, AK  99645 

Phone: 907-761-7738 
Fax: 907-761-7789 

Northern County FSA Service Center 

PO Box 585 

Delta Junction, AK 99737 

Southern County FSA Service Center 

800 E Palmer-Wasilla Hwy. Ste 216 

Palmer, AK 99645 
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Phone: 907-895-4242 ext. 150 

Fax: 855-711-9095 

Phone: 907-761-7754 

Fax: 907-761-7789 

Hours: 

Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

www.fsa.usda.gov/ak 

County Committee Meetings 

Northern Co TBA 

Southern Co January 18, 10:00 a.m. 

    

    

  

   

 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

USDA Farm Service Agency 
www.fsa.usda.gov  |  contact us 

 

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES: 
Manage Subscriptions  |  Help 
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