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From the Alaska FSA State Executive Director 
Brrrr! The second half of November has sure brought on the 
cold. I hate to admit it, but winter in Alaska is not my 
favorite. Born and raised on the southern Oregon coast – 
our average yearly temperature is 65 degrees. Right now it 
is zero degrees in Palmer and 50 degrees in my hometown 
of Langlois. The latter just sounds better to me! Things I do 
enjoy about winter include: my daughters upcoming 
basketball season, Go Moose!; Green Bay Packers football; 
the Holidays; and planning for a trip somewhere warm soon. 

A friendly reminder to shop as local as you can this holiday 
season. Whether it’s planning your meals or finding gifts, 
spending your dollars locally has such a positive impact. Did 
you know that if every Alaskan spent $5/week on Alaska 
Grown products, it would have a $187 Million dollar impact 
on our economy?! Shop local, it matters.   

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMzAuNjc0NDA3NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1VTREFGQVJNRVJTL2J1bGxldGlucy8zMzhjY2Q1In0.YFiMaTDFyuflwnSkpQDIq5C61W3c8ZJ1PQ7u4lD93HY/s/1042471123/br/149232133708-l


The State of Alaska, Division of Agriculture is seeking applications for the position of 
Director. Learn more at http://dnr.alaska.gov/ag/ag_bacsolicitation.htm  Note the 12/9/22 
deadline for submitting your letter of interest. 

Reminders: 

• The deadline to return the County Committee Election ballots to local FSA offices, 
or to be postmarked, is Dec. 5, 2022. 

• Acreage Reporting date for 2023 Crop year for Fall-Seeded Small Grains is 
December 15, 2022. 

• Christmas Day, State and County FSA Offices closed, December 26, 2022. 

• New Years Day, State and County FSA Offices closed, January 2, 2023. 

• The FSCSC application period for 2022 ends on January 31, 2023. 

Amy Pettit 
State Executive Director 
Alaska Farm Service Agency 

 

Alaska FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers 
to Vote in County Committee Elections 

December 5 is the Last Day to Return Ballots 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) ballots have been mailed for the Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) county and urban county committee elections to all eligible agricultural 
producers and private landowners across the country. Elections are occurring in certain 
Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for these committee members who make important 
decisions about how federal farm programs are administered locally.  Producers and 
landowners must return ballots to their local FSA county office or have their ballots 
be postmarked by Dec. 5, 2022, in order for those ballots to be counted.     

Producers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program to be eligible to vote in the 
county committee election. A cooperating producer is someone who has provided 
information about their farming or ranching operation but may not have applied or received 
FSA program benefits. Additionally, producers who are not of legal voting age but 
supervise and conduct farming operations for an entire farm are eligible to vote in these 
elections.    

Each committee has from three to 11 elected members who serve three-year terms, and 
at least one seat representing an LAA is up for election each year. Ballots must be in the 
mail or delivered in person by close of business Dec. 5, 2022, to be counted. Newly 
elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2023.     

Producers can find out if their LAA is up for election and if they are eligible to vote by 
contacting their local FSA county office. Eligible voters who do not receive a ballot in the 
mail can request one from their local FSA county office. Visit farmers.gov/service-locator to 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMzAuNjc0NDA3NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vZG5yLmFsYXNrYS5nb3YvYWcvYWdfYmFjc29saWNpdGF0aW9uLmh0bT91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.k1w_a8HZ3aIWMJTjtlsC7HLfKjNDhpM1zLn416Uxcqc/s/1042471123/br/149232133708-l
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find your local USDA Service Center and fsa.usda.gov/elections 
and www.fsa.usda.gov/ak for more information. 

Eligible voters in the Northern County local administrative area (LAA 1) and the Southern 
County local administrative area (LAA 2), who do not receive a ballot can obtain one from 
their local USDA Service Center.   

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2023. 

The following are this year’s candidates who have been nominated in their LAA’s to serve 
as a committee member. All candidates have agreed to serve if elected. 

Northern County LAA-1 Includes the area that encompasses the following areas: North 
Slope, Northwest Arctic, Yukon-Koyukuk and Nome Census areas, as well as the Denali 
and Fairbanks North Star Borough. 

Rebecca “Becky” Hammond resides on an 80 acre farm east of Fairbanks, AK.  For 
many years she has raised angora goats, merino sheep, and angora rabbits for fiber and 
meat.   She also raises poultry for show, eggs, and meat. Becky stays very busy 
processing fibers by hand spinning, hand dying, and creating different wares from the 
fiber. 

Mark W. Kern resides on Eielson Farm Road in Salcha, AK.  Mark has a small farm that 
has produced grass hay and raised animals. Mark actively supports agriculture in Alaska. 

Election Ballots will be Counted in Public at the Northern County FSA Office at 
10:00 a.m. on December 13, 2022. 

Southern County LAA-2 Includes the municipality of Anchorage, Valdez/Cordova 
Census area south of Chugach Mtns. Kenai Peninsula Borough north of Kasilof River. 

Abby Ala, a 2nd generation farmer in Soldotna on land that has been in her family for 
over 71 years.  Abby operates a greenhouse, producing vegetables for local restaurants 
and markets. 

Election Ballots will be Counted in Public at the Southern County FSA Office at 9:00 
a.m. on December 13, 2022. 

Urban and Suburban County Committees    

The 2018 Farm Bill directed USDA to establish county committees specifically focused on 
urban agriculture.     

Urban committee members are nominated and elected to serve by local urban producers 
in the same jurisdiction. Urban county committee members will provide outreach to ensure 
urban producers understand USDA programs and serve as the voice of other urban 
producers and assist in program implementation that support the needs of the growing 
urban community.       

Urban and suburban county committees in the following cities will hold elections this 
year:  Phoenix, Atlanta, New Orleans, Minneapolis-St. Paul, St. Louis, Albuquerque, 
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Cleveland, Portland, Philadelphia, Dallas, and Richmond. These elections will serve local 
urban producers in the same jurisdiction. A fact sheet on the urban county committee 
election and a list of eligible cities can be found at fsa.usda.gov/elections.    

Over the summer, USDA announced six new urban county committees in Chicago, Detroit, 
Grand Rapids, Los Angeles, New York City, and Oakland. The nomination period for 
these locations began Oct. 21 and will end on Dec. 2, 2022. Elections will be held from 
Jan. 3 through Jan. 31, 2023.  Learn more at farmers.gov/urban.     

More Information       

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus 
on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, 
ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new 
markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and 
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy 
capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing 
systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, 
visit usda.gov. 

 

USDA Previews Crop and Revenue Loss 
Assistance for Agricultural Producers   

New Programs Will Provide Additional Pandemic and Natural Disaster Assistance for 
2020 and 2021; Deadline Announced for Previous Emergency Relief   

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced plans for additional emergency relief 
and pandemic assistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). USDA is 
preparing to roll out the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two as well as the new 
Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP), which are two programs to help offset 
crop and revenue losses for producers.  USDA is sharing early information to help 
producers gather documents and train front-line staff on the new approach.  

ERP Phase Two will assist eligible agricultural producers who suffered eligible crop 
losses, measured through decreases in revenue, due to wildfires, hurricanes, floods, 
derechos, excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke 
exposure, excessive moisture and qualifying droughts occurring in calendar years 2020 
and 2021.      

PARP will assist eligible producers of agricultural commodities who experienced revenue 
decreases in calendar year 2020 compared to 2018 or 2019 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. PARP will help address gaps in previous pandemic assistance, which was 
targeted at price loss or lack of market access, rather than overall revenue losses.    

Emergency Relief Program Phase Two   

ERP is authorized under the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency 
Assistance Act, which includes $10 billion in assistance to agricultural producers impacted 
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by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced 
during calendar years 2020 and 2021.   

Phase Two builds on ERP Phase One, which was rolled out in May 2022 and has since 
paid more than $7.1 billion to producers who incurred eligible crop losses that were 
covered by federal crop insurance or Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program.    

ERP Phase Two includes producers who suffered eligible losses but may not have 
received program benefits in Phase One. To be eligible for Phase Two, producers must 
have suffered a loss in allowable gross revenue as defined in forthcoming program 
regulations in 2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops 
from a qualifying natural disaster event.    

Eligible crops include both traditional insurable commodities and specialty crops that are 
produced in the United States as part of a farming operation and are intended to be 
commercially marketed. Like other emergency relief and pandemic assistance programs, 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) continues to look for ways to simplify the process for 
both staff and producers while reducing the paperwork burden. The design of ERP Phase 
Two is part of that effort. 

In general, ERP Phase Two payments are expected to be based on the difference in 
certain farm revenue between a typical year of revenue as will be specified in program 
regulations for the producer and the disaster year.  ERP Phase Two assistance is targeted 
to the remaining needs of producers impacted by qualifying natural disaster events, while 
avoiding windfalls or duplicative payments. Details will be available when the rule is 
published later this year.    

Deadline for Emergency Relief Program Phase One  

Producers who are eligible for assistance through ERP Phase One have until Friday, Dec. 
16, 2022, to contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center to receive program benefits. 
Going forward, if any additional ERP Phase One prefilled applications are generated due 
to corrections or other circumstances, there will be a 30-day deadline from the date of 
notification for that particular application.       

Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program    

PARP is authorized and funded by the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021. 

To be eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of 
farming during at least part of the 2020 calendar year and had a certain threshold 
decrease in allowable gross revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as compared to 2018 or 
2019. Exact details on the calculations and eligibility will be available when the 
forthcoming rule is published.   

How Producers Can Prepare    

ERP Phase Two and PARP will use revenue information that is readily available from 
most tax records. FSA encourages producers to have their tax documents from the past 
few years and supporting materials ready, as explained further below. Producers will need 
similar documentation to what was needed for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 
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(CFAP) Phase Two, where a producer could use 2018 or 2019 as the benchmark year 
relative to the disaster year.    

In the coming weeks, USDA will provide additional information on how to apply for 
assistance through ERP Phase Two and PARP. In the meantime, producers are 
encouraged to begin gathering supporting documentation including:   

• Schedule F (Form 1040); and  

• Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 
2020, 2021 and 2022 for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for 
PARP.    

 Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both 
ERP and PARP program participation:   

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program 
participant);   

• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;  

• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and   

• Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland 
Conservation (WC) Certification.   

 Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will 
likely have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to 
confirm should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center.   

In addition to the forms listed above, underserved producers are encouraged to register 
their status with FSA, using Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, 
Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, as certain existing permanent 
and ad-hoc disaster programs provide increased benefits or reduced fees and premiums.  

Through proactive communications and outreach, USDA will keep producers and 
stakeholders informed as program eligibility, application and implementation details 
unfold.    

 

USDA Announces Assistance for On-Farm Food 
Safety Expenses for Specialty Crop Growers 

New Program Part of Broader Effort to Transform Food System, Create Jobs  

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) plans to provide up to $200 million in assistance for specialty crop producers who 
incur eligible on-farm food safety program expenses to obtain or renew a food safety 
certification in calendar years 2022 or 2023. USDA’s new Food Safety Certification for 
Specialty Crops (FSCSC) program will help to offset costs for specialty crop producers to 
comply with regulatory requirements and market-driven food safety certification 
requirements, which is part of USDA’s broader effort to transform the food system to 
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create a more level playing field for small and medium producers and a more balanced, 
equitable economy for everyone working in food and agriculture.   

Specialty crop operations can apply for assistance for eligible expenses related to a 2022 
food safety certificate issued on or after June 21, 2022, beginning June 27, 2022. USDA is 
delivering FSCSC to provide critical assistance for specialty crop operations, with an 
emphasis on equity in program delivery while building on lessons learned from the 
COVID-19 pandemic and supply chain disruptions. Vilsack made the announcement from 
Hollis, N.H., where he toured a local, family-owned farm and highlighted USDA’s efforts to 
help reduce costs for farmers and support local economies by providing significant funding 
to cut regulatory costs and increase market opportunities for farmers in New Hampshire 
and across the nation. 

Program Details  

FSCSC will assist specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety 
certification and related expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety 
certification in calendar years 2022 and 2023. For each year, FSCSC covers a percentage 
of the specialty crop operation’s cost of obtaining or renewing their certification, as well as 
a portion of their related expenses.  

To be eligible for FSCSC, the applicant must be a specialty crop operation; meet the 
definition of a small business or very small business; and have paid eligible expenses 
related to the 2022 (issued on or after June 21, 2022) or 2023 certification.  

Specialty crop operations may receive assistance for the following costs:  

• Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification. 

• Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan. 

• Food safety certification. 

• Certification upload fees. 

• Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water. 

• Training 

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each category of eligible costs. A higher 
payment rate has been set for socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning and 
veteran farmers and ranchers. Details about the payment rates and limitations can be 
found at farmers.gov/food-safety. 

Applying for Assistance  

The FSCSC application period for 2022 ends on January 31, 2023, and the application 
period for 2023 will be announced at a later date. Interested specialty crop producers can 
apply by completing the FSA-888, Food Safety Certification for Specialty Crops Program 
(FSCSC) application. The application, along with other required documents, can be 
submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand 
delivery or via electronic means. Producers can visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find 
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their local FSA office. Specialty crop producers can also call 877-508-8364 to speak 
directly with a USDA employee ready to assist. 

Producers can visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, eligibility 
information and forms needed to apply. 

 

Farmers Can Now Make 2023 Crop Year 
Elections, Enroll in Agriculture Risk Coverage 
and Price Loss Coverage Programs  

Payments Issuing to Producers of 2021 Crops Triggering Safety-Net Program Payments 

Agricultural producers can now change election and enroll in the Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage programs for the 2023 crop year, two key 
safety net programs offered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). Signup began 
Monday, and producers have until March 15, 2023, to enroll in these two programs. 
Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has started issuing payments totaling 
more than $255 million to producers with 2021 crops that have triggered payments 
through ARC or PLC.   

2023 Elections and Enrollment    

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County (ARC-CO) or PLC, which provide 
crop-by-crop protection, or ARC-Individual (ARC-IC), which protects the entire farm. 
Although election changes for 2023 are optional, producers must enroll through a signed 
contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year contract on the farm and makes an 
election change for 2023, they must sign a new contract.  

If producers do not submit their election by the March 15, 2023 deadline, their election 
remains the same as their 2022 election for crops on the farm.  Farm owners cannot enroll 
in either program unless they have a share interest in the farm.      

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, 
flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, 
sunflower seed and wheat.    

Web-Based Decision Tools    

In partnership with USDA, the University of Illinois and Texas A&M University offer web-
based decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using 
crop data specific to their respective farming operations. Tools include:    

• Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of 
Illinois allows producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-CO 
and PLC.   
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• ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M that allows 
producers to obtain basic information regarding the decision and factors that 
should be taken into consideration such as future commodity prices and historic 
yields to estimate payments for 2022.    

2021 Payments and Contracts   

ARC and PLC payments for a given crop year are paid out the following fall to allow actual 
county yields and the Market Year Average prices to be finalized. This month, FSA 
processed payments to producers enrolled in 2021 ARC-CO, ARC-IC and PLC for covered 
commodities that triggered for the crop year.  

For ARC-CO, producers can view the 2021 ARC-CO Benchmark Yields and Revenues 
online database, for payment rates applicable to their county and each covered 
commodity. For PLC, payments have triggered for rapeseed and peanuts.  

For ARC-IC, producers should contact their local FSA office for additional information 
pertaining to 2021 payment information, which relies on producer-specific yields for the 
crop and farm to determine benchmark yields and actual year yields when calculating 
revenues.   

By the Numbers   

In 2021, producers signed nearly 1.8 million ARC or PLC contracts, and 251 million out 
of 273 million base acres were enrolled in the programs.  For the 2022 crop year signed 
contracts surpassed 1.8 million, to be paid in the fall of 2023, if a payment triggers. 

Since ARC and PLC were first authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and reauthorized by the 
2018 Farm Bill, these safety-net programs have paid out more than $34.9 billion to 
producers of covered commodities.   

Crop Insurance Considerations    

ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes 
crop insurance and marketing assistance loans.   

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact 
eligibility for some crop insurance products.    

Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental 
Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers 
on farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that 
crop on that farm.    

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.  
Producers may add ECO regardless of the farm program election.   

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are 
ineligible for the stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for 
that farm.    
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More Information     

For more information on ARC and PLC, visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact your 
local USDA Service Center.   

 

USDA Releases Nationwide Farmer, Rancher and 
Forest Manager Prospective Customer Survey 

USDA needs your vital feedback to make programs more accessible, equitable and easier 
to use. 

Are you a farmer, rancher or forest manager? Please share your vital feedback with USDA 
by taking a nationwide survey at farmers.gov/survey! The survey is completely 
anonymous, will take about 10 minutes to complete, is available in multiple languages, 
and will be open until March 31, 2023. The survey focuses on gathering feedback about 
the Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service and Risk 
Management Agency. 

All farmers, ranchers and forest managers are encouraged to take the survey. USDA 
would especially like to hear from prospective customers: those who don’t know about 
USDA or have yet to work with USDA, and those who were unable to participate in the 
past. The survey will help USDA enhance support, improve programs and services, 
increase access, and advance equity for new and existing customers. 

 

USDA Launches Loan Assistance Tool to 
Enhance Equity and Customer Service 

Access the Loan Assistance Tool by Visiting Farmers.gov 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) launched a new online tool to help farmers 
and ranchers better navigate the farm loan application process. This uniform application 
process will help to ensure all farm loan applicants receive equal support and have a 
consistent customer experience with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) regardless of 
their individual circumstances.   

USDA experiences a high rate of incomplete or withdrawn applications, particularly among 
underserved customers, due in part to a challenging and lengthy paper-based application 
process. The Loan Assistance Tool is available 24/7 and gives customers an online step-
by-step guide that supplements the support they receive when working in person with a 
USDA employee, providing materials that may help an applicant prepare their loan 
application in one tool.  

Farmers can access the Loan Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-
assistance-tool  and clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. From here they can follow the 
prompts to complete the Eligibility Self-Assessment and start the farm loan journey. The 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMzAuNjc0NDA3NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL2FyY3BsY19wcm9ncmFtL2luZGV4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.05pcB_OE2JqH7nXpK7j-5xFG4xfnWjt4IS-THPb9WUU/s/1042471123/br/149232133708-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMzAuNjc0NDA3NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L3NlcnZpY2UtY2VudGVyLWxvY2F0b3I_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.QwrILKdYxBKRIf5H8Vpu8ZAMJmvg7z4_DP_YADxXQO8/s/1042471123/br/149232133708-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMzAuNjc0NDA3NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L3N1cnZleT91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.G1W3cGN7NHrNQPbahmoYY23wXXNDRUf0j31X2idN6cw/s/1042471123/br/149232133708-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMzAuNjc0NDA3NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L2Zhcm0tbG9hbi1hc3Npc3RhbmNlLXRvb2w_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.BBDZr9c9XxlUQiCJVQKOIgW5N0Pce3DNQUrWrD-RRjs/s/1042471123/br/149232133708-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMzAuNjc0NDA3NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L2Zhcm0tbG9hbi1hc3Npc3RhbmNlLXRvb2w_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.BBDZr9c9XxlUQiCJVQKOIgW5N0Pce3DNQUrWrD-RRjs/s/1042471123/br/149232133708-l


tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari 
browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.   

The Loan Assistance Tool is the first of multiple farm loan process improvements that will 
be available to USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements and 
tools that are anticipated to launch in 2023 include:  

• A streamlined and simplified direct loan application, reduced from 29 pages to 13 
pages.  

• An interactive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and 
electronic signature option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents 
such as tax returns.   

• An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity 
of calling, mailing, or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.  

Background  

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain 
sufficient commercial credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and 
direction Congress provided in Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA is 
taking action to immediately provide relief to qualifying distressed borrowers whose 
operations are at financial risk while working on making transformational changes to loan 
servicing so that borrowers are provided the flexibility and opportunities needed to 
address the inherent risks and unpredictability associated with agricultural operations.  

 

USDA Updates Farm Loan Programs to Increase 
Equity  

Improvements Part of USDA’s Commitment to Increase Equity in All Programs 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is updating its farm loan programs to better 
support current borrowers, including historically underserved producers. These 
improvements are part of USDA’s commitment to increase equity in all programs, 
including farm loans that provide important access to capital for covering operating 
expenses and purchasing land and equipment.   

The 2018 Farm Bill authorized FSA to provide equitable relief to certain direct loan 
borrowers, who are non-compliant with program requirements due to good faith reliance 
on a material action of, advice of, or non-action from an FSA official. Previously, borrowers 
may have been required to immediately repay the loan or convert it to a non-program loan 
with higher interest rates, less favorable terms, and limited loan servicing.   

Now, FSA has additional flexibilities to assist borrowers in such situations. If the agency 
provided incorrect guidance to an existing direct loan borrower, the agency may provide 
equitable relief to that borrower. FSA may assist the borrower by allowing the borrower to 
keep their loans at current rates or other terms received in association with the loan which 
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was determined to be noncompliant or the borrower may receive other equitable relief for 
the loan as the Agency determines to be appropriate. 

USDA encourages producers to reach out to their local loan officials to ensure they fully 
understand the wide range of loan and servicing options available that can assist them in 
starting, expanding or maintaining their operation.   

Additional Updates     

Equitable relief is one of several changes authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill that USDA has 
made to the direct and guaranteed loan programs. Other changes that were previously 
implemented include:   

• Modifying the existing three-year farming experience requirement for Direct Farm 
Ownership loans to include additional items as acceptable experience.  

• Allowing socially disadvantaged and beginning farmer applicants to receive a 
guarantee equal to 95%, rather than the otherwise applicable 90% guarantee.  

• Expanding the definition of and providing additional benefits to veteran farmers.  

• Allowing borrowers who received restructuring with a write down to maintain 
eligibility for an Emergency loan.  

• Expanding the scope of eligible issues and persons covered under the agricultural 
Certified Mediation Program.  

Additional information on these changes is available in the March 8, 2022 rule on the 
Federal Register.  

More Background  

FSA has taken other recent steps to increase equity in its programs. Last summer, USDA 
announced it was providing $67 million in competitive loans through its new Heirs’ 
Property Relending Program to help agricultural producers and landowners resolve heirs’ 
land ownership and succession issues. FSA also invested $4.7 million to establish 
partnerships with organizations to provide outreach and technical assistance to historically 
underserved farmers and ranchers, which contributed to a fourfold increase in 
participation by historically underserved producers in the Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program 2 (CFAP 2), a key pandemic assistance program, since April 2021.  

Additionally, in January 2021, Secretary Vilsack announced a temporary suspension of 
past-due debt collection and foreclosures for distressed direct loan borrowers due to the 
economic hardship imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Producers can explore available loan options using the Farm Loan Discover Tool on 
farmers.gov (also available in Spanish) or by contacting their local USDA Service Center. 
Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and 
other digital tools. Due to the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited 
visitors. Producers can contact their local Service Center to set up an in-person or phone 
appointment to discuss loan options.   
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USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus 
on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, 
ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new 
markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and 
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy 
capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing 
systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, 
visit usda.gov.  

 

If you would need to request an accommodation to attend or participate in these meetings 
and/or events, please contact the Northern County FSA Service Center, at (907) 895-
4242, ext. 150 or the Southern County FSA Service Center, at (907) 761-7773 to request 
accommodations (e.g., an interpreter, translator, seating arrangements, etc.) or materials 
in an alternative format (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape – captioning, etc.).   Dial 7-1-1 
to access telecommunication relay services. 

Alaska State Farm Service Agency 

800 E Palmer-Wasilla Hwy., Suite 216 
Palmer, AK 99645 

Phone: 907-761-7738 
Fax: 907-761-7789 

    

    

Northern County FSA Service Center 

PO Box 585 

Delta Junction, AK 99737 

Southern County FSA Service Center 

800 E Palmer-Wasilla Hwy. Ste 216 

Palmer, AK 99645 

Phone: 907-895-4242 ext. 150 

Fax: 855-711-9095 

Phone: 907-761-7773 

Fax: 907-761-7789 

Hours: 

Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

www.fsa.usda.gov/ak 

County Committee Meetings 

Northern Co December 13, 10:00 a.m. 

Southern Co December 13,  9:00 a.m. 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of 
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 
377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

   

 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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