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From the Alaska FSA State Executive Director 

I hope you had a Merry Christmas filled with love, laughter, and 
joy, surrounded by friends, family and those you hold dear. Did 
you eat your favorite foods and cherish long held traditions? I 
hope it was delicious. 

Can you believe that we are just days away from 2023? As one 
year ends and another begins, I like to take time to both reflect 
and plan ahead. If you were to make a list of the significant 
events of your life from 2022, what would it include? And if you 
were to make another list of outcomes or accomplishments for 
2023, what are you planning for? In both farming and in life, it 
pays to get a little organized. What’s not working? What would 
you like more of? A year from now when you’re looking back on 
2023, what do you hope is on your “noteworthy” list? Cheers to 
making it happen. 

Reminders: 

• Acreage Reporting deadline for Honey, January 2, 2023. 

• New Years Day, State and County FSA Offices closed, January 2, 2023. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEyMjcuNjg4ODc3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1VTREFGQVJNRVJTL2J1bGxldGlucy8zM2RlNWQyIn0.hwJw3zrxc66G5CGyuerIcIrBCRfHDmrbcuEo5-dWycA/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l


• Birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Observed, State and County FSA Offices 
closed, January 16, 2023. 

• The FSCSC application period for 2022 ends on January 31, 2023. 

Amy Pettit 
State Executive Director 
Alaska Farm Service Agency 

 

USDA Reminds Alaska Producers to File Crop 
Acreage Reports 

Agricultural producers in Alaska who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after 
planting should make an appointment with their U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) service center before the applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing 
an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage 
and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in Alaska: 

January 2, 2023                     Honey 
May 31, 2023                         Nursery 
July 15, 2023                         All other spring planted crops, CRP, Perennial Forage 
September 30, 2023             Value-loss crops and controlled environment crops 
                                              (except Nursery) 
December 15, 2023               Fall-Seeded Small Grains 

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 

• Intended use of the crop. 

• Number of acres of the crop. 

• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 

• Planting date(s). 

• Planting pattern, when applicable. 

• Producer shares. 

• Irrigation practice(s). 

• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 

• Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEyMjcuNjg4ODc3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9jcm9wLWFjcmVhZ2UtcmVwb3J0cz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.oZkBJXTCkbNDDn9JaMnej7Si8cCIHlhB9nOETJpnXM0/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l


The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must 
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring 
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

• If crops are covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, acreage 
reports should be submitted by the applicable state, county, or crop-specific reporting 
deadline or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, 
were unable to because of a natural disaster. 

Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 
15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk 
Management Agency. 

FSA offers continuous certification for perennial forage. This means after perennial forage is 
reported once and the producer elects continuous certification, the certification remains in 
effect until a change is made. Check with FSA at the local USDA Service Center for more 
information on continuous certification. 

New Option to View, Print and Label Maps on Farmers.gov 

Producers with an eAuth account linked to their USDA customer record can now access their 
FSA farm records, maps and common land units by logging into farmers.gov. A new feature 
will allow producers to export field boundaries as shapefiles and import and view other 
shapefiles, such as precision agriculture boundaries. This will allow producers to view, print 
and label their own maps for acreage reporting purposes.  

Producers who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via form 
FSA-211 Power of Attorney, Business Partner Signature Authority, along with other signature 
types, or as a member of a business can now access information in the farmers.gov portal. 

Producers can learn how to use the farmers.gov Farm Records Mapping functionality with this 
fact sheet and these video tutorials.  

More Information 

For questions, please contact the Northern County FSA office at 907-895-4242 ext 150 and 
the Southern County FSA Office at 907-761-7773. 

 

USDA Announces Assistance for On-Farm Food 
Safety Expenses for Specialty Crop Growers 

New Program Part of Broader Effort to Transform Food System, Create Jobs  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEyMjcuNjg4ODc3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9zaXRlcy9kZWZhdWx0L2ZpbGVzLzIwMjEtMDkvZmFybWVyc2dvdi1wb3J0YWwtZmFybXJlY29yZHMtZmFjdHNoZWV0LnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.qIkw2OWvi-ayDPlmY5YESHPjHRphU4d4dPOKr1k7Rf4/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..Ovb5eLSEccLQka1N3ioGDRs5Om1WjMvYZPInsUAhNCw/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l


Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
plans to provide up to $200 million in assistance for specialty crop producers who incur 
eligible on-farm food safety program expenses to obtain or renew a food safety certification in 
calendar years 2022 or 2023. USDA’s new Food Safety Certification for Specialty Crops 
(FSCSC) program will help to offset costs for specialty crop producers to comply with 
regulatory requirements and market-driven food safety certification requirements, which is part 
of USDA’s broader effort to transform the food system to create a more level playing field for 
small and medium producers and a more balanced, equitable economy for everyone working 
in food and agriculture.   

Specialty crop operations can apply for assistance for eligible expenses related to a 2022 food 
safety certificate issued on or after June 21, 2022, beginning June 27, 2022. USDA is 
delivering FSCSC to provide critical assistance for specialty crop operations, with an 
emphasis on equity in program delivery while building on lessons learned from the COVID-19 
pandemic and supply chain disruptions. Vilsack made the announcement from Hollis, N.H., 
where he toured a local, family-owned farm and highlighted USDA’s efforts to help reduce 
costs for farmers and support local economies by providing significant funding to cut 
regulatory costs and increase market opportunities for farmers in New Hampshire and across 
the nation. 

Program Details  

FSCSC will assist specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety 
certification and related expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety certification in 
calendar years 2022 and 2023. For each year, FSCSC covers a percentage of the specialty 
crop operation’s cost of obtaining or renewing their certification, as well as a portion of their 
related expenses.  

To be eligible for FSCSC, the applicant must be a specialty crop operation; meet the definition 
of a small business or very small business; and have paid eligible expenses related to the 
2022 (issued on or after June 21, 2022) or 2023 certification.  

Specialty crop operations may receive assistance for the following costs:  

• Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification. 

• Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan. 

• Food safety certification. 

• Certification upload fees. 

• Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water. 

• Training 

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each category of eligible costs. A higher 
payment rate has been set for socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning and veteran 
farmers and ranchers. Details about the payment rates and limitations can be found at 
farmers.gov/food-safety. 

Applying for Assistance  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9._dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.3M-6VsA3AgNtPf_k1SORsBjk58e9UUc_gq9WFf_zYag/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9._dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.DtOt9G1g_rXKPOGQC6L9b3rYEjZsU50dDPLq1jyo3hY/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l


The FSCSC application period for 2022 ends on January 31, 2023, and the application period 
for 2023 will be announced at a later date. Interested specialty crop producers can apply by 
completing the FSA-888, Food Safety Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) 
application. The application, along with other required documents, can be submitted to the 
FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via 
electronic means. Producers can visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find their local FSA office. 
Specialty crop producers can also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee 
ready to assist. 

Producers can visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, eligibility 
information and forms needed to apply. 

 

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider NAP 
Risk Protection Coverage Before Crop Sales 
Deadlines 

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk 
protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline. 

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. 
Beginning, underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic 
level coverage. 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no 
permanent federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and 
grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, 
turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting 
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialInformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx?utm_
medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery. 

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected 
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of 
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to 
obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of 
between 50 and 65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 
percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected 
production. 

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per 
producer per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in 
multiple counties. 

For Alaska, 2023 Spring deadlines for crop year 2023 coverage: 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..ajDEjDYESG_coIU5_Hspy8VsFm7HmlVNnn8BbimJ7Hc/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9._dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.GRJsXjRpfjiVQWUPnDiN2Sqf2V64sIAApbK0P8hWWVA/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9._dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.99U_4vZGLzK_g48ovqpMGMhCPfO_6M0LaIFYggmz6qU/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9._dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.99U_4vZGLzK_g48ovqpMGMhCPfO_6M0LaIFYggmz6qU/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l


The following crops in Alaska have a NAP application deadline of March 15, 2023:  

Spring planted annual crops (vegetables) 

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA 
Service Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov. 

For Alaska, 2023 Fall deadlines for crop year 2024 coverage: 

The following crops in Alaska have a NAP application deadline of September 01, 2023: 
Floriculture (Peonies), Aquaculture, Turf Grass 

The following crops in Alaska have a NAP application deadline of September 30, 2023: 
Perennial Grass Forage (Perennial Grasses intended use seed), Honey 

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance 
agents. Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent 
Locator: http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA 
Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx?utm_medium=email&utm_so
urce=govdelivery, to predict insurance premium costs. 

 

USDA Previews Crop and Revenue Loss 
Assistance for Agricultural Producers   

New Programs Will Provide Additional Pandemic and Natural Disaster Assistance for 2020 
and 2021; Deadline Announced for Previous Emergency Relief   

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced plans for additional emergency relief and 
pandemic assistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). USDA is preparing to 
roll out the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two as well as the new Pandemic 
Assistance Revenue Program (PARP), which are two programs to help offset crop and 
revenue losses for producers.  USDA is sharing early information to help producers gather 
documents and train front-line staff on the new approach.  

ERP Phase Two will assist eligible agricultural producers who suffered eligible crop losses, 
measured through decreases in revenue, due to wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, 
excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive 
moisture and qualifying droughts occurring in calendar years 2020 and 2021.      

PARP will assist eligible producers of agricultural commodities who experienced revenue 
decreases in calendar year 2020 compared to 2018 or 2019 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
PARP will help address gaps in previous pandemic assistance, which was targeted at price 
loss or lack of market access, rather than overall revenue losses.      

Emergency Relief Program Phase Two   

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..41lAc0QNOtAT4omTY8gbxDzLEZK7gDSMWmRpNozrjvQ/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..703mQrsWuOK4H9wDlCtENgHDPVkOhzzCBJfdG-l3kss/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..xMYBsg2g6P7GwYYKC00_leQ0I7appQt_CdcAKNC2vIc/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..uM7SemGXQWSTe7H678a5E_NMtgWXNNQ3FgYY31dw0ak/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..uM7SemGXQWSTe7H678a5E_NMtgWXNNQ3FgYY31dw0ak/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..4JeusDRvuDOWKQ1x28pIyzNn-_Cxwi4E_pcTM5_-U3I/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEyMjcuNjg4ODc3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy9wYW5kZW1pYy1hc3Npc3RhbmNlL3BhcnA_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.9UNzE2R5v5UL1zSgODLxwj2XZ89T3S67ltK1Zgtngfo/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEyMjcuNjg4ODc3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy9wYW5kZW1pYy1hc3Npc3RhbmNlL3BhcnA_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.9UNzE2R5v5UL1zSgODLxwj2XZ89T3S67ltK1Zgtngfo/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l


ERP is authorized under the Extending Government Funding and Delivering Emergency 
Assistance Act, which includes $10 billion in assistance to agricultural producers impacted by 
wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced during 
calendar years 2020 and 2021.      

Phase Two builds on ERP Phase One, which was rolled out in May 2022 and has since paid 
more than $7.1 billion to producers who incurred eligible crop losses that were covered by 
federal crop insurance or Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program.     

ERP Phase Two includes producers who suffered eligible losses but may not have received 
program benefits in Phase One. To be eligible for Phase Two, producers must have suffered a 
loss in allowable gross revenue as defined in forthcoming program regulations in 2020 or 
2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops from a qualifying natural 
disaster event.    

Eligible crops include both traditional insurable commodities and specialty crops that are 
produced in the United States as part of a farming operation and are intended to be 
commercially marketed. Like other emergency relief and pandemic assistance programs, 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) continues to look for ways to simplify the process for 
both staff and producers while reducing the paperwork burden. The design of ERP Phase Two 
is part of that effort. 

In general, ERP Phase Two payments are expected to be based on the difference in certain 
farm revenue between a typical year of revenue as will be specified in program regulations for 
the producer and the disaster year.  ERP Phase Two assistance is targeted to the remaining 
needs of producers impacted by qualifying natural disaster events, while avoiding windfalls or 
duplicative payments. Details will be available when the rule is published later this year.    

Deadline for Emergency Relief Program Phase One  

Producers who are eligible for assistance through ERP Phase One have until Friday, Dec. 16, 
2022, to contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center to receive program benefits. Going 
forward, if any additional ERP Phase One prefilled applications are generated due to 
corrections or other circumstances, there will be a 30-day deadline from the date of 
notification for that particular application.      

Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program    

PARP is authorized and funded by the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021. 

To be eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming 
during at least part of the 2020 calendar year and had a certain threshold decrease in 
allowable gross revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as compared to 2018 or 2019. Exact 
details on the calculations and eligibility will be available when the forthcoming rule is 
published.    

How Producers Can Prepare    

ERP Phase Two and PARP will use revenue information that is readily available from most tax 
records. FSA encourages producers to have their tax documents from the past few years and 
supporting materials ready, as explained further below. Producers will need similar 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fnews-releases%2F2022%2Fusda-to-provide-approximately-6-billion-to-commodity-and-specialty-crop-producers-impacted-by-2020-and-2021-natural-disasters%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C7a1c0d2fa87d42571bfd08dae83f540b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638077655948410770%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V%2BMrzpkp%2BU3OurpIFxcsZLHkaVp438bXzxyu2vhj4s4%3D&reserved=0
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEyMjcuNjg4ODc3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L3NlcnZpY2UtbG9jYXRvcj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.x2UOMru4ljUHmFq5gxP9lyJXNrEkz_oY8KgCbFxEUSI/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l


documentation to what was needed for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) 
Phase Two, where a producer could use 2018 or 2019 as the benchmark year relative to the 
disaster year.    

In the coming weeks, USDA will provide additional information on how to apply for assistance 
through ERP Phase Two and PARP. In the meantime, producers are encouraged to begin 
gathering supporting documentation including:   

• Schedule F (Form 1040); and  

• Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2020, 
2021 and 2022 for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for PARP.    

 Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both ERP 
and PARP program participation:   

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);   

• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;  

• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and   

• Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation 
(WC) Certification.   

 Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will 
likely have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm 
should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center.   

In addition to the forms listed above, underserved producers are encouraged to register their 
status with FSA, using Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning 
and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc 
disaster programs provide increased benefits or reduced fees and premiums.  

Through proactive communications and outreach, USDA will keep producers and 
stakeholders informed as program eligibility, application and implementation details unfold.     

 

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm 
Loans that Fit Their Operation 
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find 
information on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance 
their operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can 
help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm 
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEyMjcuNjg4ODc3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi93b3JraW5nLXdpdGgtdXMvc2VydmljZS1jZW50ZXItbG9jYXRvcj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.UkifFjhnRIYXVhwtCReZkiTOFpO3bAPk-_yQTF7k6QY/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEyMjcuNjg4ODc3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi8_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.Jw6BvpJLRbn-SmYvCkfKijDq-iSx0ZmcZFkOFV2d3-U/s/1042471123/br/151298343381-l


How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few 
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to 
borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best 
fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, 
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility 
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These 
guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking 
the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan 
information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any 
modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on 
mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with 
an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process 
transactions, and manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect 
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My 
Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, 
payments, and alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan 
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that 
can help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

For more information, contact the Northern County FSA office at 907-895-4242 ext 150 and 
the Southern County FSA Office at 907-761-7773 or visit farmers.gov. 

 

Update Your Records  

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any 
changes of address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business 
name on file to our office. You should also report changes in your farm operation, like the 
addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You should also report any changes to your operation 
in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal entity.  
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FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming 
operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form 
CCC-902. 

To update your records, you can find contact information at farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 

If you would need to request an accommodation to attend or participate in these meetings 
and/or events, please contact the Northern County FSA Service Center, at (907) 895-4242, 
ext. 150 or the Southern County FSA Service Center, at (907) 761-7773 to request 
accommodations (e.g., an interpreter, translator, seating arrangements, etc.) or materials in 
an alternative format (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape – captioning, etc.).   Dial 7-1-1 to 
access telecommunication relay services. 

Alaska State Farm Service Agency 

800 E Palmer-Wasilla Hwy., Suite 216 
Palmer, AK  99645 

Phone: 907-761-7738 
Fax: 907-761-7789 

    

Northern County FSA Service Center 

PO Box 585 

Delta Junction, AK 99737 

Southern County FSA Service Center 

800 E Palmer-Wasilla Hwy. Ste 216 

Palmer, AK 99645 

Phone: 907-895-4242 ext. 150 

Fax: 855-711-9095 

Phone: 907-761-7773 

Fax: 907-761-7789 

Hours: 

Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

www.fsa.usda.gov/ak 

County Committee Meetings 

Northern Co January 10, 10:00 a.m. 

Southern Co January 10,  9:00 a.m. 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of 
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-
9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 
(Relay voice users). 

   

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

USDA Farm Service Agency 
www.fsa.usda.gov  |  contact us 

 

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES: 
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