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e Job Opening at Northern Service Center
USDA Provides One-Time Extension of Deadline to Update Base Acres or Yield History for
ARC/PLC Programs

e USDA Provides Greater Protection for Fruit, Vegetable and Other Specialty Crop Growers
e USDA Announces New Support for Beginning Farmers and Ranchers
e Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers
e Special Accommodations
Alaska State FSA Office i
800 W Evergreen, Ste 216 Job Qpemng at Northern
Palmer, AK 99645 Service Center

www.fsa.usda.gov/ak

A permanent full-time Loan Analyst vacancy
located in the Northern Service Center in

State Executive Director Delta Junction, Alaska is being

Danny Consenstein advertised under Job Announcements FSA-
907-761-7738 15-0694-AK-PBP, FSA-15-0695-AK-PBP,
Cell: 907-841-4890 FSA-15-0697-AK-PBP and FSA-15-0698-
Email: AK-PBP. Applicants wishing to be

danny.consenstein@ak.usda.gqov ¢onsidered for all announcements must
submit separate and complete application

PO Box 585 announcement. The closing date is April 6,
Delta Junction, AK 99737 2015. We are looking for applicants with a

) passion for helping Alaska farmers succeed,
County Executive and an interest in working with a great team
Director/Farm Loan Officer of USDA farm professionals. If you are
Lloyd Wilhelm interested and meet the qualifications for the
907-895-4242 ext 150 position, you are encouraged to
Fax: 855-711-9095 apply. Please go to the Federal
Email: Government's Official Job site USAjobs to

lloyd.wilhelm@ak.usda.gov view this vacancy announcement
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Southern County Office
800 W Evergreen, Ste 216
Palmer, AK 99645

County Executive Director
Erin Sturdivant
907-761-7754

Fax: 907-761-7789

Email:
erin.sturdivant@ak.usda.gov

Farm Loan Manager

Jeff Curry

907-761-7773

Fax: 907-761-7789

Email: jeff.curry@ak.usda.gov

Hours Monday-Friday
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Committee Meetings:
Northern Co March TBA
Southern Co March TBA

https://www.usajobs.gov/

USDA Provides One-Time
Extension of Deadline to
Update Base Acres or Yield
History for ARC/PLC
Programs

Farmers Now Have Until March 31 to
Update Yields and Reallocate Base
Acres; Deadline for Choosing Between
ARC and PLC also Remains March 31

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack
announced today that a one-time extension
will be provided to producers for the new
safety-net programs established by the 2014
Farm Bill, known as Agriculture Risk
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage
(PLC). The final day to update yield history
or reallocate base acres has been extended
one additional month, from Feb. 27, 2015
until March 31, 2015. The final day for farm
owners and producers to choose ARC or
PLC coverage also remains March 31,
2015.

If no changes are made to yield history or
base acres by March 31, 2015, the farm's
current yield and base will be used. A
program choice of ARC or PLC coverage
also must be made by March 31, 2015, or
there will be no 2014 payments for the farm
and the farm will default to PLC coverage
through the 2018 crop year.

Nationwide, more than 2.9 million
educational postcards, in English and
Spanish, have been sent to producers, and
over 4,100 training sessions have been
conducted on the new safety-net programs.
The online tools, available at
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc, allow producers
to explore projections on how ARC or PLC
coverage will affect their operation under
possible future scenarios.

Covered commaodities include barley,
canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils,
mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas,
rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice
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(which includes short grain rice), safflower
seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed
and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a
covered commodity.

To learn more, farmers can contact their
local Farm Service Agency county
office. To find your local office visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Provides Greater Protection for Fruit, Vegetable and
Other Specialty Crop Growers

Free Basic Coverage Plans and Premium Discounts Available for New, Underserved and Limited
Income Farmers

Greater protection is now available from the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program for
crops that historically have been ineligible for federal crop insurance. The new options, created by
the 2014 Farm Bill, provide greater coverage for losses when natural disasters affect specialty crops
such as vegetables, fruits, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass,
ginseng, honey, syrup, and energy crops.

Previously, the program offered coverage at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses
that exceed 50 percent of expected production. Producers can now choose higher levels of
coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected production at 100 percent of the average market price.

The expanded protection will be especially helpful to beginning and underserved producers, as well
as farmers with limited resources, who will receive fee waivers and premium reductions for
expanded coverage. More crops are now eligible for the program, including expanded aquaculture
production practices, and sweet and biomass sorghum. For the first time, a range of crops used to
produce bioenergy will be eligible as well.

To help producers learn more about the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program and how it
can help them, USDA, in partnership with Michigan State University and the University of lllinois,
created an online resource. The Web tool, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap, allows producers to
determine whether their crops are eligible for coverage. It also gives them an opportunity to explore
a variety of options and levels to determine the best protection level for their operation.

To learn more, visit the Farm Service Agency (FSA) website at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact
your local FSA office at offices.usda.gov.

USDA Announces New Support for Beginning Farmers and
Ranchers

Department Implementing New Farm Bill Programs, Unveiling New Centralized Online Resource to
Support Next Generation of Farmers

USDA has announced the implementation of new Farm Bill measures and other policy changes to
improve the financial security of new and beginning farmers and ranchers. USDA also unveiled
www.USDA.gov/newfarmers, a new website that will provide a centralized, one-stop resource where
heninnina farmere and ranchears can eynlare the varietv nf | ISDA initiativec decinned tn heln them
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succeed.

USDA’s www.usda.gov/newfarmers has in depth information for new farmers and ranchers,
including: how to increase access to land and capital; build new market opportunities; participate in
conservation opportunities; select and use the right risk management tools; and access USDA
education, and technical support programs. These issues have been identified as top priorities by
new farmers. The website will also feature instructive case studies about beginning farmers who
have successfully utilized USDA resources to start or expand their business operations.

Today’s policy announcements in support of beginning farmers and ranchers include:

. Waiving service fees for new and beginning farmers or ranchers to enroll in the Non-Insured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the 2014 crop year. NAP provides risk management
tools to farmers who grow crops for which there is no crop insurance product. Under this waiver,
announced via an official notice to Farm Service Agency offices, farmers and ranchers whom
already enrolled in NAP for the 2014 crop year and certified to being a beginning farmer or social
disadvantaged farmer are eligible for a service fee refund.

. Eliminating payment reductions under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for new and
beginning farmers which will allow routine, prescribed, and emergency grazing outside the primary
nesting season on enrolled land consistent with approved conservation plans. Previously, farmers
and ranchers grazing on CRP land were subject to a reduction in CRP payments of up to 25
percent. Waiving these reductions for new and beginning farmers will provide extra financial
support during times of emergency like drought and other natural disasters.

. Increasing payment rates to beginning farmers and ranchers under Emergency Assistance for
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). Under this provision, beginning
farmers can claim up 90 percent of losses for lost livestock, such as bees, under ELAP. This is a
fifty percent increase over previously available payment amounts to new and beginning farmers.

In the near future, USDA will also announce additional crop insurance program changes for
beginning farmers and ranchers — including discounted premiums, waiver of administrative fees,
and other benefits.

Additional information about USDA actions in support of beginning farmers and ranchers is
available here.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or
ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided
priority funding for members of targeted underserved groups.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to
his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA Inang are nnlv availahle tn annlicante whn meet all the elinihilitv realiiremente and are 11inahle
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to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

Special Accommodations

Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision
impairment or hearing impairment. If accommodations are required, individuals should contact the

county FSA office staff directly or by phone.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)

877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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