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Firearms and Dangerous 
Weapons Forbidden In Federal 
Facilities 
USDA Service Centers and Farm Service Agency 
Offices are Off Limits for Firearms 

This is an important reminder to all customers and 
patrons of USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices 
and USDA Service Centers statewide that firearms 
are forbidden (even with a permit/license) in 
Federal Buildings. A Federal Building by definition 
is any building owned, leased or rented by the 
Federal Government, where Federal employees are 
regularly present for the purpose of performing their 
official duties. 

The items that are prohibited in Federal facilities 
include any item prohibited by any applicable 
Federal, State, local, and tribal law and/or ordinance, 
as well as firearms, dangerous weapons, explosives, 
or other destructive devices (including their individual 
parts or components) designed, redesigned, used, 

http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/12fef6a
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Carla Hill 
and 
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Please 
contact 
your local 
FSA Office 
for 
questions 
specific to 
your 
operation 
or county.  

intended for use, or readily converted to cause injury, 
death, or property damage. Possession of firearms 
and dangerous weapons in Federal facilities as 
outline above is a crime punishable by fines and 
imprisonment. 

For a complete list of items prohibited in Federal 
facilities, please view and/or download the document 
titled, Items Prohibited from Federal Facilities: An 
Interagency Security Committee Standard: 
http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/isc-
items-prohibited-federal-facilities-feb-2013-508.pdf. 
The lists of prohibited items outlined in this 
document apply to all facility occupants, 
contractors, and the visiting public. 

If you have questions or concerns regarding this 
notification, please contact your local Farm Service 
Agency Office–http://offices.usda.gov.  

  

 

Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, 
honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who have 
losses due to disease, adverse weather or other 
conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not 
covered by other agricultural disaster assistance 
programs.  

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not 
covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or 
mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible 
adverse weather event, additional cost of 
transporting water because of an eligible drought 
and additional cost associated with gathering 
livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.  

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased 
feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost 
of additional feed purchased above normal quantities 
due to an eligible adverse weather condition, colony 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to an 
eligible weather event or loss condition, including 
CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse 

http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/isc-items-prohibited-federal-facilities-feb-2013-508.pdf
http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/isc-items-prohibited-federal-facilities-feb-2013-508.pdf
http://offices.usda.gov/


weather. 

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses 
in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of 
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather 
event. 

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or 
farm-raised fish losses from October 1, 2015 to 
September 30, 2016 must file: 

• A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar 
days of when the loss is apparent or by 
November 1, 2016 

• An application for payment by November 1, 
2016 

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 
million per federal fiscal year.  

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are 
available online: 

• ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  
• ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 
• ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet 

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, 
visit the FSA fact sheet web page at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets. 

 

 

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up  
Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar 
year 2015 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the 
date when the loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent 
disaster program.  TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree 
growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.  

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have 
been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own 
the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.  

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets


trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres 
annually.  

  

 

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications 
Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing 
Assistance Loans (MALs) because they have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income 
Certification. LDPs will not be paid until all eligible producers, including landowners who share in the 
crop, have filed a valid CCC-941.   

Producers without a valid CCC-941 certifying their compliance with the average adjusted gross 
income provisions will not receive payments that have been processed. All farm 
operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should 
IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are 
encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form. FSA has been issuing 2014 
ARC/PLC payments, 2015 LDPs and Market Gains.  

 FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2014, 2015 and 2016. Unlike the past, producers must have the 
CCC-941 certifying their AGI compliance before any payments can be issued. 

  

 

Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to 
establish, maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and 
service direct loans.  

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be 
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related 
debts, excluding real estate.  

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct 
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.  

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a 
down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and 
the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and 
farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.  

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or 
operating loan.  

 



Guaranteed Loan Program 
FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a 
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss 
of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and 
operating purposes.   

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, 
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.  

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, 
farm chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.  

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary 
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating 
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.  

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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