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Enrollment Period for 2017
Safety Net Coverage
Continues Through Aug. 1

Producers on farms with base acres under the
safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm
Bill, known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage
(ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs,
can visit their local FSA office to sign contracts
and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The enrollment
period will continue until Aug. 1, 2017.

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change
year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll by
signing a contract each program year.

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017
enrollment period, the producers on that farm will
not be eligible for financial assistance from the
ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should
crop prices or farm revenues fall below the
historical price or revenue benchmarks
established by the program. Producers who made
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their elections in 2015 must still enroll during the
2017 enrollment period.

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by
the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to
agricultural producers when there is a substantial
drop in prices or revenues for covered
commodities. Covered commodities include
barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard
seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short
grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland
cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For
more details regarding these programs, go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

For more information, producers are encouraged
to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

ARC/PLC Acreage
Maintenance

Producers enrolled in the Agriculture Risk
Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
programs must protect all cropland and non-
cropland acres on the farm from wind and water
erosion and noxious weeds. Producers who sign
ARC county or individual contracts and PLC
contracts agree to effectively control noxious
weeds on the farm according to sound agricultural
practices. If a producer fails to take necessary
actions to correct a maintenance problem on a
farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County
Committee may elect to terminate the contract for
the program year.

Acreage Reporting

Filing an accurate crop and acreage report at your local FSA office can prevent the loss of benefits
for a variety of programs. Failed acreage is acreage that was timely planted with the intent to
harvest, but because of disaster related conditions, the crop failed before it could be brought to
harvest.

Prevented planting must be reported no later than 15 days after the final planting date. Annual
acreage reports are required for most Farm Service Agency programs. Annual crop report deadlines
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vary based on region, crop, perennial vs. annual crop type, NAP or non-NAP crop and fall or winter
seeding. Consult your local FSA office for deadlines in your area.

To be eligible for the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program or
a Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) or Loan Deficiency Payment (LDP), producers must submit an
acreage report to account for all cropland on all farms.

Farmers to Receive Documentation of USDA Services

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that FSA provides a receipt to
customers who request or receive assistance or information on FSA programs.

The 2014 Farm Bill requires a customer receipt to be issued for any agricultural program assistance
requested from FSA, the National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development
(RD). Receipts include the date, summary of the visit and any agricultural information, program
and/or loan assistance provided to an individual or entity. Electronic receipts for acreage reports
began on Aug. 1, 2016.

A service is any information, program or loan assistance provided whether through a visit, email, fax
or letter.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating purposes and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches. While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has
provided priority funding for underserved applicants. An underserved applicant is one of a group
whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her
identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual qualities. For purposes of
this program, underserved groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan
Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans, and Pacific Islanders. If producers or their spouses believe
they would qualify as underserved, they should contact their local FSA office for details. FSA loans
are only available to applicants who meet all eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the
needed credit elsewhere.

Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program

FSA borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous disaster areas who are
unable to make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA)
program.

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and is intended
to relieve immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting aside the
portion of a payment/s needed for the operation to continue on a viable scale.

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify. Borrowers
have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete application. The
application must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable for the debt along with



production records and financial history for the operating year in which the disaster occurred. FSA
may request additional information from the borrower in order to determine eligibility.

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is
complete. Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each loan. The amount set-
aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on or before the
final due date of the loan. For more information, contact your local FSA farm loan office.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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