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Arizona Farm Service  Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting
Agency
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several
230 N. 1st Avenue, Suite 506 policy updates for acreage reporting for cover crops, revising
Phoenix, Arizona 85003 intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as well as
updated the definitions of “idle” and “fallow.”

Phone: 602-285-6300 .
Fax: 855-220-1760 Reporting Cover Crops:

FSA made changes to the types of cover crops. Cover crop types

www.fsa.usda.gov/az . ;
g can be chosen from the following four categories:

State Executive Director:

James Mago o Cereals and other grasses_- Any cover crop that is

classified as a grass plant or cereal grain, and would
include, but not be limited to, the following cover crops:
cereal rye, wheat, barley, oats, black oats, triticale, annual
ryegrass, pearl millet, foxtail millet (also called German,
Italian or Hungarian millet), sorghum sudan grass, sorghum
and other millets and grasses.
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To find contact information for
your local office go to:
www.fsa.usda.gov/az

e Legumes - Any cover crop that is classified as a legume,
including, but not limited to, clovers, vetches, peas, sun
hemp, cowpeas, lentils and other legumes.

e Brassicas and other broadleaves - Any cover crop that is
classified as a non-legume broadleaf, including, but not
limited to, Brassicas such as radishes, turnips, canola,
rapeseed, oilseed rape, and mustards, as well as other
broadleaf plants such as phacelia, flax, sunflower,
buckwheat, and safflower.

e Mixtures - Mixes of two or more cover crop species
planted at the same time, for example, oats and radishes.

e |f the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage
or grazing and is not terminated according to policy
guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a
cover crop and the acreage report must be revised to
reflect the actual crop.

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting
Date:

New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage
reporting deadline has passed and the crop has already been
reported on the farm, have 30 days to change the intended use.
Producer share interest changes alone will not allow for revisions to
intended use after the acreage reporting date. The revision must be
performed by either the acreage reporting date or within 30
calendar days from the date when the new operator or owner
acquired the lease on land, control of the land or ownership and
new producer crop share interest in the previously reported crop
acreage. Under this policy, appropriate documentation must be
provided to the County Committee’s satisfaction to determine that a
legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop share interest
change occurred to permit the revision.

Acreage Reports:

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, producers must
timely file acreage reports. Failure to file an acreage report by the
crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for future
program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided
more than a year after the acreage reporting deadline.

Reporting Grazing Allotments:

FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments.
Producers will use form “FSA-578” to report grazing allotments as
animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit” field. The
local FSA office will need the grazing period start and end date and
the percent of public land.

Definitions of Terms
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FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a
Common Land Unit (CLU) (field/subfield) which is not planted or
considered not planted and does not meet the definition of fallow or
skip row. For example, the balance of a field that could not be
planted due to moisture or a turn area that is not planted would be
reported as idle.

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a
crop/fallow rotation where cultivated land that is normally planted is
purposely kept out of production during a regular growing season.
Resting the ground in this manner allows it to recover its fertility and
conserve moisture for crop production in the next growing season.

Producers are Encouraged to Report
Prevented Planting and Failed Acres

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to report
prevented planting and failed acres in order to establish or retain
FSA program eligibility for some programs.

Producers should report crop acreage they intended to plant, but
due to natural disaster, were prevented from planting. Prevented
planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of
Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as
established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).

Contact your local FSA office for a list of final planting dates by
crop.

If a producer is unable to report the prevented planting acreage
within the 15 calendar days following the final planting date, a late-
filed report can be submitted. Late-filed reports will only be
accepted if FSA conducts a farm visit to assess the eligible disaster
condition that prevented the crop from being planted. A
measurement service fee will be charged.

Additionally, producers with failed acres should also use form CCC-
576, Notice of Loss, to report failed acres.

Producers of hand-harvested crops and certain perishables must
notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative County
Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes
apparent. This notification can be provided by filing a CCC-576,
email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office by any
method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a
CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the required 15 calendar days.

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP), producers must file a Notice of Loss
within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses



become apparent. Producers must timely file a Notice of Loss for
failed acres on all crops including grasses.

Document the Drought: USDA U.S. Drought Monitor Offers
Producers a Voice to Report Drought Impacts

The USDA, in partnership with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the
University of Nebraska in Lincoln, produced the U.S. Drought Monitor to include a reporting feature
that allows producers to report local drought impacts and conditions.

The report allows producers to:

Provide a written description of drought impacts on livelihood, activities, etc.;

Select categories to show losses and gains as a result of the drought;

Report on the duration of drought event;

Select Affected Places — geographic areas ranging from an entire state to a small area
within a state;

Submit images that document the drought and its impact;

e Provide contact information (includes an option to keep information confidential).

The reporting tool for producers to record the effects of the drought can be accessed at the
following link: http://droughtreporter.unl.edu/submitreport/

More information including state specific drought impact maps can be found on the U. S. Drought
Monitor homepage: http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home.aspx

ASKFSA

Are you looking for answers to your FSA questions? Then ASK FSA at askfsa.custhelp.com.

AskFSA is an online resource that helps you easily find information and answers to your FSA
questions no matter where you are or what device you use. It is for ALL customers, including
underserved farmers and ranchers who wish to be enrolled in FSA loans, farm, and conservation
programs.

Through AskFSA you can:

Access our knowledge base 24/7

Receive answers to your questions faster

Submit a question and receive a timely response from an FSA expert

Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operation are updated
Customize your account settings and view responses at any time

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved
Groups and Beginning Farmers
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The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and
ranchers.

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women,
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific
Islanders.

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria.

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the
operation.

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and
Improve Property

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who
have small and mid-sized farming operations.

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans,
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers.

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers
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strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can be
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your
local FSA office.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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