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FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers
to Vote in County Committee Elections

The 2020 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections voting
will begin on Nov. 4, when ballots are mailed to eligible voters. The
deadline to return the ballots to local FSA offices, or to be
postmarked, is Dec. 2, 2020.

County committee members are an important component of the
operations of FSA and provide a link between the agricultural
community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to county
committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying
their knowledge and judgment to make decisions on commodity
price support programs; conservation programs; incentive
indemnity and disaster programs for some commodities;
emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate within
official regulations designed to carry out federal laws.

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or
cooperate in an FSA program. A person who is not of legal voting
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To find contact information for
your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/az

age but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an
entire farm, may also be eligible to vote.

Eligible voters who do not receive a ballot can obtain one from their
local USDA Service Center.

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2021.

USDA Announces More Eligible
Commodities for CFAP

Application Deadline Extended to Sept. 11, and Producers Who
Have Approved Applications to Receive Final Payments

USDA announced today that additional commodities are covered
by the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) in response
to public comments and data. Additionally, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) is extending the deadline to apply for the
program to September 11th, and producers with approved
applications will receive their final payment. After reviewing over
1,700 responses, even more farmers and ranchers will have the
opportunity for assistance to help keep operations afloat during
these tough times.

Background:

USDA collected comments and supporting data for consideration of
additional commodities through June 22, 2020. The following
additional commodities are now eligible for CFAP:

e Specialty Crops - aloe leaves, bananas, batatas, bok
choy, carambola (star fruit), cherimoya, chervil (french
parsley), citron, curry leaves, daikon, dates, dill, donqua
(winter melon), dragon fruit (red pitaya), endive, escarole,
filberts, frisee, horseradish, kohlrabi, kumquats, leeks,
mamey sapote, maple sap (for maple syrup), mesculin mix,
microgreens, nectarines, parsley, persimmons, plantains,
pomegranates, pummelos, pumpkins, rutabagas, shallots,
tangelos, turnips/celeriac, turmeric, upland/winter cress,
water cress, yautia/malanga, and yuca/cassava.

¢ Non-Specialty Crops and Livestock - liquid eggs, frozen
eggs and all sheep. Only lambs and yearlings (sheep less
than two years old) were previously eligible.

e Aquaculture - catfish, crawfish, largemouth bass and carp
sold live as foodfish, hybrid striped bass, red drum, salmon,
sturgeon, tilapia, trout, ornamental/tropical fish, and
recreational sportfish.

e Nursery Crops and Flowers - nursery crops and cut
flowers.
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Other changes to CFAP include:

e Seven commodities — onions (green), pistachios,
peppermint, spearmint, walnuts and watermelons — are
now eligible for Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Stability (CARES) Act funding for sales losses. Originally,
these commaodities were only eligible for payments on
marketing adjustments.

e Correcting payment rates for onions (green), pistachios,
peppermint, spearmint, walnuts, and watermelons.

Additional details can be found in the Federal Register in the Notice
of Funding Availability and Final Rule Correction and at
www.farmers.gov/cfap.

Producers Who Have Applied:

To ensure availability of funding, producers with approved
applications initially received 80 percent of their payments. The
Farm Service Agency (FSA) will automatically issue the remaining
20 percent of the calculated payment to eligible producers. Going
forward, producers who apply for CFAP will receive 100 percent of
their total payment, not to exceed the payment limit, when their
applications are approved.

Applying for CFAP:

Producers, especially those who have not worked with FSA

previously, are recommended to call 877-508-8364." to begin the
application process. An FSA staff member can help producers start
their application during the phone call.

On farmers.gov/cfap, producers can:

e Download the AD-3114 application form and manually
complete the form to submit to their local USDA Service
Center by mail, electronically or by hand delivery to their
local office or office drop box.

e Complete the application form using the CFAP Application
Generator and Payment Calculator. This Excel workbook
allows customers to input information specific to their
operation to determine estimated payments and populate
the application form, which can be printed, then signed and
submitted to their local USDA Service Center.

e If producers have login credentials known as
eauthentication, they can use the online CFAP Application
Portal to certify eligible commodities online, digitally sign
applications and submit directly to the local USDA Service
Center.

All other eligibility forms, such as those related to adjusted gross
income and payment information, can be downloaded from
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farmers.gov/cfap. For existing FSA customers, these documents
are likely already on file.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish
producers who have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards
and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.

Eligible losses include:

e Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought
and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

e Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of
additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or
loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.

o Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased
feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.

If you've suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year 2020,
you must file:

e A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for honeybee
losses)
e An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2021

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:
e ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet

e ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
e ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan
Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly,
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans.

PAD payments are pre-authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a
financial institution.
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PAD may be useful if you use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make payments on
loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can only be
established for future payments.

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This
form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to
which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development
(RD) website at rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search for “Form
3550-28.”

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD
DCFO.

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost.
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written
request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment
rejections within a three-month period, the preauthorized debit agreement will be cancelled by FSA.
The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized
debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date.

New USDA Survey to Measure Areas for Improvement

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced a new annual survey of farmers,
ranchers and private forestland owners. The survey will help USDA understand what it is doing well
and where improvements are needed, specifically at the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Risk Management Agency (RMA).

A selection of 28,000 producers will receive the survey over the next few weeks, but all farmers are
encouraged to take the survey at farmers.gov/survey.

This survey is part of the President’'s Management Agenda. It requires High Impact Service Provider
agencies across the federal government, including FSA and NRCS, to conduct annual surveys to
measure and respond to areas needing improvement.

The survey consists of 20 questions and takes approximately 10 minutes to complete. Responses
are confidential, and individual responses will be aggregated. The survey will be open for at least six
weeks and will be closed once USDA receives a 30% response rate.

Learn more and take the survey at www.farmers.gov/survey.

Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers

Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency (FSA) customers. This training is required
for all direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to
help the applicants develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm
and build equity in the operation. It aims to help the producer become financially successful.
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Borrower training is provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm
Loan Manager for a list of approved vendors.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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