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California Farm Service Agency is Hiring 
The California Farm Service Agency (FSA) is hiring six full time County Executive 
Director Positions. Applications must be completed through USAJOBs no later than close 
of business January 9th, 2022. 

If you know of someone who might be interested, please share this information with them: 

Los Angeles/Yreka: USAJOBS - Job Announcement 

Modoc/Fresno/Tulare/Willows: USAJOBS - Job Announcement 

Contact Danielle LeRoux at 530-792-5543 if you have specific questions regarding the 
position. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/33f9a3c
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usajobs.gov%2Fjob%2F695546200%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8b91f079f7da4dc100be08dae878b16f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638077902619926321%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SJJBQOzyZIgdtyzzdmmExWGOdMZyU%2FzW4I%2FX0Vtv6tA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usajobs.gov%2Fjob%2F695552600%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8b91f079f7da4dc100be08dae878b16f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638077902619926321%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=57prVs1xl88lAXxhncUiR2DDVf1myMmzRnTgn5tDsMw%3D&reserved=0


 
USDA Releases Nationwide Farmer, Rancher and 
Forest Manager Prospective Customer Survey 
You can now take a nationwide survey to help the USDA improve and increase access to 
its programs and services for America’s farmers, ranchers, and forest managers. The 
survey includes new and existing customers. USDA encourages all agricultural producers 
to take the survey, especially those who have not worked with USDA previously. The 
survey gathers feedback on programs and services available through USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Risk 
Management Agency (RMA). 

The survey is available online at farmers.gov/survey, and you should complete it by March 
31, 2023. Stakeholder organizations are also encouraged to share the survey link through 
their networks. The survey is available in 14 different languages including Arabic, 
Chinese, English, French, Hmong, Korean, Navajo, Punjabi, Somali, Spanish, Tagalog, 
Thai, Urdu and Vietnamese. 

In addition to the online survey, the FPAC Business Center, which is administering the 
survey, will also mail 11,000 printed surveys to various local state stakeholder 
organizations and farmers markets. 

 
Farmers Can Now Make 2023 Crop Year 
Elections, Enroll in Agriculture Risk Coverage 
and Price Loss Coverage Programs  
Payments Issuing to Producers of 2021 Crops Triggering Safety-Net Program Payments  

Agricultural producers can now change election and enroll in the Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage programs for the 2023 crop year, two key 
safety net programs offered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). Signup began 
Monday, and producers have until March 15, 2023, to enroll in these two programs. 
Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has started issuing payments totaling 
more than $255 million to producers with 2021 crops that have triggered payments 
through ARC or PLC.   

“It’s that time of year for produces to consider all of their risk management options, 
including safety-net coverage elections through Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss 
Coverage,” said FSA Administrator Zach Ducheneaux. “We recognize that market prices 
have generally been very good, but if the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, frequent 
catastrophic weather events and the Ukraine war have taught us anything, it’s that we 
must prepare for the unexpected. It’s through programs like ARC and PLC that FSA can 
provide producers the economic support and security they need to manage market 
volatility and disasters.”  

2023 Elections and Enrollment    

https://www.farmers.gov/contact/survey?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8b91f079f7da4dc100be08dae878b16f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638077902619926321%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5CPyuBawyLUYf87veYU6YmT9CZUNhlkIiaoI1Y3aiGU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8b91f079f7da4dc100be08dae878b16f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638077902619926321%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5CPyuBawyLUYf87veYU6YmT9CZUNhlkIiaoI1Y3aiGU%3D&reserved=0


Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County (ARC-CO) or PLC, which provide 
crop-by-crop protection, or ARC-Individual (ARC-IC), which protects the entire farm. 
Although election changes for 2023 are optional, producers must enroll through a signed 
contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year contract on the farm and makes an 
election change for 2023, they must sign a new contract.     

If producers do not submit their election by the March 15, 2023 deadline, their election 
remains the same as their 2022 election for crops on the farm.  Farm owners cannot enroll 
in either program unless they have a share interest in the farm.     

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, 
flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, 
sunflower seed and wheat.     

Web-Based Decision Tools    

In partnership with USDA, the University of Illinois and Texas A&M University offer web-
based decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using 
crop data specific to their respective farming operations. Tools include:    

• Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of 
Illinois allows producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-CO 
and PLC.   

• ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M that allows 
producers to obtain basic information regarding the decision and factors that 
should be taken into consideration such as future commodity prices and historic 
yields to estimate payments for 2022.    

2021 Payments and Contracts   

ARC and PLC payments for a given crop year are paid out the following fall to allow actual 
county yields and the Market Year Average prices to be finalized. This month, FSA 
processed payments to producers enrolled in 2021 ARC-CO, ARC-IC and PLC for covered 
commodities that triggered for the crop year.    

For ARC-CO, producers can view the 2021 ARC-CO Benchmark Yields and Revenues 
online database, for payment rates applicable to their county and each covered 
commodity. For PLC, payments have triggered for rapeseed and peanuts.  

For ARC-IC, producers should contact their local FSA office for additional information 
pertaining to 2021 payment information, which relies on producer-specific yields for the 
crop and farm to determine benchmark yields and actual year yields when calculating 
revenues.   

By the Numbers   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffarmdocdaily.illinois.edu%2F2019%2F08%2Fintroducing-the-gardner-farmdoc-payment-calculator.html%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8b91f079f7da4dc100be08dae878b16f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638077902619926321%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xDANocE%2FEIfN6QmFVaL0BhTCZr5ehG5YXEq1IZ42ffo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afpc.tamu.edu%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8b91f079f7da4dc100be08dae878b16f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638077902620082538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2UhPDQvFKTzTeXgkxylNo090K6AlFsH2WTpY5zSUOHQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fview.officeapps.live.com%2Fop%2Fview.aspx%3Fsrc%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%252FAssets%252FUSDA-FSA-Public%252Fusdafiles%252Farc-plc%252F2021%252Fexcel%252Farcco_2021_data.xlsx%253Futm_medium%253Demail%2526utm_source%253Dgovdelivery%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%26wdOrigin%3DBROWSELINK&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8b91f079f7da4dc100be08dae878b16f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638077902620082538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VoZT0U0ap1dxM2V7OoeyhPt3Txy%2BBZfUp6CqBQ923S4%3D&reserved=0


In 2021, producers signed nearly 1.8 million ARC or PLC contracts, and 251 million out 
of 273 million base acres were enrolled in the programs.  For the 2022 crop year signed 
contracts surpassed 1.8 million, to be paid in the fall of 2023, if a payment triggers.  

Since ARC and PLC were first authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and reauthorized by the 
2018 Farm Bill, these safety-net programs have paid out more than $34.9 billion to 
producers of covered commodities.   

Crop Insurance Considerations    

ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes 
crop insurance and marketing assistance loans.    

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact 
eligibility for some crop insurance products.    

Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental 
Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers 
on farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that 
crop on that farm.    

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.  
Producers may add ECO regardless of the farm program election.   

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are 
ineligible for the stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for 
that farm.     

More Information     

For more information on ARC and PLC, visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact your 
local USDA Service Center.   

 
Dairy Producers Can Now Enroll for 2023 Signup 
for Dairy Margin Coverage  
Dairy producers can now enroll for 2023 coverage through the Dairy Margin Coverage 
(DMC) Program, an important safety net program from the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) that helps producers manage changes in milk and feed prices. Last year, USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) took steps to improve coverage, especially for small- and 
mid-sized dairies, including offering a new Supplemental DMC program and updating its 
feed cost formula to better address retroactive, current and future feed costs. These 
changes continue to support producers through this year’s signup, which begins today and 
ends Dec. 9, 2022.  

“Dairy producers are the backbone of many agricultural communities across rural 
America,” FSA Administrator Zach Ducheneaux said. “Dairy Margin Coverage provides 
critical assistance to our nation’s small- and mid-sized dairies, helping make sure they can 
manage the numerous and often unpredictable uncertainties that adversely impact market 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8b91f079f7da4dc100be08dae878b16f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638077902620082538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qIcNABxaBYhMnPvPjF3WqZtHHWUi1HbNhKnXQn6htt4%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


prices for milk. This year showed why enrolling in DMC makes good business sense. 
Early in the year, some economists predicted that DMC would not trigger any payments 
for the calendar year, but then fast forward to now, when we’re starting to see payments 
trigger and a return on investment.”   

DMC is a voluntary risk management program that offers protection to dairy producers 
when the difference between the all-milk price and the average feed price (the margin) 
falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer.   

So far in 2022, DMC payments to more than 17,000 dairy operations have triggered for 
August for more than $47.9 million. According to DMC margin projections, an indemnity 
payment is projected for September as well. At $0.15 per hundredweight for $9.50 
coverage, risk coverage through DMC is a relatively inexpensive investment.  

DMC offers different levels of coverage, even an option that is free to producers, aside 
from a $100 administrative fee. Limited resource, beginning, socially disadvantaged or a 
military veteran farmers or ranchers are exempt from paying the administrative fee, if 
requested. To determine the appropriate level of DMC coverage for a specific dairy 
operation, producers can use the online dairy decision tool.   

Supplemental DMC  

Last year, USDA introduced Supplemental DMC, which provided $42.8 million in 
payments to better help small- and mid-sized dairy operations that had increased 
production over the years but were not able to enroll the additional production. 
Supplemental DMC is also available for 2023.  

Supplemental DMC coverage is applicable to calendar years 2021, 2022 and 
2023.  Eligible dairy operations with less than 5 million pounds of established production 
history may enroll supplemental pounds.   

For producers who enrolled in Supplemental DMC in 2022, the supplemental coverage will 
automatically be added to the 2023 DMC contract that previously established a 
supplemental production history.  

Producers who did not enroll in Supplemental DMC in 2022 can do so now. Producers 
should complete their Supplemental DMC enrollment before enrolling in 2023 DMC. To 
enroll, producers will need to provide their 2019 actual milk marketings, which FSA uses 
to determine established production history.  

DMC Payments  

Additionally, FSA will continue to calculate DMC payments using updated feed and 
premium hay costs, making the program more reflective of actual dairy producer 
expenses.  These updated feed calculations use 100% premium alfalfa hay rather than 
50%. The benefits of these feed cost adjustments were realized in the recent August 2022 
margin payment as current high feed and premium hay costs were considered in payment 
calculations.  

More Information     

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdmc.dairymarkets.org%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%23%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8b91f079f7da4dc100be08dae878b16f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638077902620082538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OduqQAzcQaLkTzYNZRREPCj0FNy%2BEVSDxrlWtATtNkI%3D&reserved=0


In addition to DMC, USDA offers other risk management tools for dairy producers, 
including the Dairy Revenue Protection (DRP) plan that protects against a decline in milk 
revenue (yield and price) and the Livestock Gross Margin (LGM) plan, which provides 
protection against the loss of the market value of livestock minus the feed costs. Both 
DRP and LGM livestock insurance policies are offered through the Risk Management 
Agency. Producers should contact their local crop insurance agent for more information.  

For more information on DMC, visit the DMC webpage or contact your local USDA Service 
Center.   

 
New Guide Available for Underserved Farmers, 
Ranchers 
A new multi-agency guide for USDA assistance for underserved farmers and ranchers is 
now available. If you are a farmer or rancher and are a minority, woman, veteran, 
beginning, or limited resource producer, you can use this booklet to learn about 
assistance and targeted opportunities available to you. This includes programs offered 
through the Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and Risk 
Management Agency. The guide is also available in Spanish, Hmong, Korean, 
Vietnamese, Thai and Chinese on farmers.gov/translations.  

 
Community Alliance with Family Farmers Offers 
Small Farm Tech Hub 

How can technology help expand market opportunities and 
increase business efficiencies for small farms? 

Community Alliance with Family Farmers (CAFF) Tech Hub 
is here to Help! 

Free Consultation services available to small scale farmers, 
food hubs and farmers markets operating out of California. 

Request an appointment at www.caff.org/techsupport 

For any questions email Techhub@caff.org or visit 
www.caff.org/techhub 

 
USDA Launches Loan Assistance Tool to 
Enhance Equity and Customer Service 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) launched a new online tool to help farmers 
and ranchers better navigate the farm loan application process. This uniform application 
process will help to ensure all farm loan applicants receive equal support and have a 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FFact-Sheets%2FNational-Fact-Sheets%2FDairy-Revenue-Protection%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8b91f079f7da4dc100be08dae878b16f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638077902620082538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O0oRN1F41THRvzmhr18VixjfYvvOG%2Fpbutx5Yfcc0wU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FFact-Sheets%2FNational-Fact-Sheets%2FLivestock-Gross-Margin-Insurance-Dairy-Cattle%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8b91f079f7da4dc100be08dae878b16f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638077902620082538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9FAfa2LNJVm8h50MFj5YZ2DSusGdRMvjOgVeSjkv1As%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rma.usda.gov%2FInformation-Tools%2FAgent-Locator-Page%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8b91f079f7da4dc100be08dae878b16f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638077902620082538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1uTXkiec%2Fy7iHbgJvgZMYjMhHcW0MYXKkaAnloT%2Fcis%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdairy-margin-coverage-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8b91f079f7da4dc100be08dae878b16f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638077902620082538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2uuC8AFKX5UXWBAPEjfeEhovJVVQ9i1vFQkqjnhLOIU%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/translations?utm_campaign=underservedfarmers&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.caff.org%2Fsmall-farm-tech-hub-support%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8b91f079f7da4dc100be08dae878b16f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638077902620082538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rPVleYzFHBwePFtnOXdOu6%2FeaQr7jrqcC9SDzKy%2F5Bo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Techhub@caff.org
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.caff.org%2Fsmall-farm-tech-hub%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8b91f079f7da4dc100be08dae878b16f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638077902620082538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qpBp3FGDqQvk%2Fc9s34xwAsPvBz1G1DIk%2BOA3dtDsgD8%3D&reserved=0


consistent customer experience with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) regardless of 
their individual circumstances.   

USDA experiences a high rate of incomplete or withdrawn applications, particularly among 
underserved customers, due in part to a challenging and lengthy paper-based application 
process. The Loan Assistance Tool is available 24/7 and gives customers an online step-
by-step guide that supplements the support they receive when working in person with a 
USDA employee, providing materials that may help an applicant prepare their loan 
application in one tool.  

Farmers can access the Loan Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-
assistance-tool  and clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. From here they can follow the 
prompts to complete the Eligibility Self-Assessment and start the farm loan journey. The 
tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari 
browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.   

The Loan Assistance Tool is the first of multiple farm loan process improvements that will 
be available to USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements and 
tools that are anticipated to launch in 2023 include:  

• A streamlined and simplified direct loan application, reduced from 29 pages to 13 
pages.  

• An interactive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and 
electronic signature option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents 
such as tax returns.   

• An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity 
of calling, mailing, or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.  

Background  

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain 
sufficient commercial credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and 
direction Congress provided in Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA is 
taking action to immediately provide relief to qualifying distressed borrowers whose 
operations are at financial risk while working on making transformational changes to loan 
servicing so that borrowers are provided the flexibility and opportunities needed to 
address the inherent risks and unpredictability associated with agricultural operations.  

 
SBA Economic Injury Disaster Loans Available 
to California Small Businesses 
Small nonfarm businesses in 26 California counties and neighboring counties in Nevada 
are now eligible to apply for low-interest federal disaster loans from the U.S. Small 
Business Administration, announced Director Tanya N. Garfield of SBA’s Disaster Field 
Operations Center-West. These loans offset economic losses because of reduced 
revenues caused by a freeze in the following primary counties that occurred April 11 – 12, 
2022. 

http://www.farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/10/18/usda-provides-payments-nearly-800-million-assistance-help-keep?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Primary California counties:  Butte, Glenn, Nevada, Placer, Tehama, Tuolumne, Yolo and 
Yuba; Neighboring California counties:  Alpine, Calaveras, Colusa, El Dorado, Lake, 
Madera, Mariposa, Mendocino, Mono, Napa, Plumas, Sacramento, Shasta, Sierra, 
Solano, Stanislaus, Sutter and Trinity; Neighboring Nevada counties:  Douglas, Washoe 
and Carson City. 

“SBA eligibility covers both the economic impacts on businesses dependent on farmers 
and ranchers that have suffered agricultural production losses caused by the disaster and 
businesses directly impacted by the disaster,” Garfield said. 

Small nonfarm businesses, small agricultural cooperatives, small businesses engaged in 
aquaculture and most private nonprofit organizations of any size may qualify for Economic 
Injury Disaster Loans of up to $2 million to help meet financial obligations and operating 
expenses which could have been met had the disaster not occurred. 

“Eligibility for these loans is based on the financial impact of the disaster only and not on 
any actual property damage. These loans have an interest rate of 2.94 percent for 
businesses and 1.875 percent for private nonprofit organizations, a maximum term of 
30 years and are available to small businesses and most private nonprofits without the 
financial ability to offset the adverse impact without hardship,” Garfield said. 

By law, SBA makes Economic Injury Disaster Loans available when the U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture designates an agricultural disaster. The Secretary declared this disaster on 
Nov. 4, 2022. 

Businesses primarily engaged in farming or ranching are not eligible for SBA disaster 
assistance. Agricultural enterprises should contact the Farm Services Agency about the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture assistance made available by the Secretary’s declaration. 

Applicants may apply online, receive additional disaster assistance information and 
download applications at https://disasterloanassistance.sba.gov/. Applicants may also call 
SBA’s Customer Service Center at (800) 659-2955 or email 
disastercustomerservice@sba.gov for more information on SBA disaster assistance. For 
people who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech disability, please dial 7-1-1 to 
access telecommunications relay services. Completed applications should be mailed to 
U.S. Small Business Administration, Processing and Disbursement Center, 14925 
Kingsport Road, Fort Worth, TX  76155. 

The deadline to apply for economic injury is July 5, 2023. 

About the U.S. Small Business Administration 

The U.S. Small Business Administration helps power the American dream of business 
ownership. As the only go-to resource and voice for small businesses backed by the 
strength of the federal government, the SBA empowers entrepreneurs and small business 
owners with the resources and support they need to start, grow, expand their businesses, 
or recover from a declared disaster. It delivers services through an extensive network of 
SBA field offices and partnerships with public and private organizations. To learn more, 
visit www.sba.gov. 
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California Agricultural Mediation Program 
(CALAMP) helps farmers and ranchers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) in California has partnered with the California 
Agriculture Mediation Program to provide free mediation services. Mediation can be an 
effective tool for farmers and ranchers who are experiencing challenges with their farm 
loans, creditors, neighbors, leases, or USDA agencies,. 

Mediation is free to any producer for debt/credit issues, family farm transitions, leases, 
neighbor disputes, organic certification, adverse USDA decisions, and more. If your issue 
is not included in our authorized list of covered topics, we’ll work with you to find an 
affordable option. 

Discussions and notes made during mediation cannot be shared unless everyone agrees 
to do so. Keeping information private helps create a safe space for difficult conversations. 
If you come to an agreement or plan, the parties may then decide to share it outside of the 
meeting. 

Mediators are trained to help people talk to each other in a productive way. The mediator 
does not take a “side” in the conversation, but instead is there to support the conversation 
and move it forward to address the issue at hand. All of our mediators have agricultural 
backgrounds, so they understand the issues that are unique to the industry. 

The mediator leads a discussion about reaching an agreement or plan. Should the parties 
reach an agreement, the mediator will draft a settlement document, which is a binding 
contract. But the parties, not the mediator, decide the outcome and course of action. 

Statistically, 75 percent of mediations result in an agreement. Sometimes even if a final 
agreement is not reached, everyone gains a better understanding of the issue. Mediation 
can go hand-in-hand with other processes such as working with an estate planner or 
applying for a farm loan. Mediation can reopen lines of communication and help the 
participants continue productive conversations outside the meeting. 

For more information, submit a request for mediation at www.calamp.org 

Or contact: 

Matt Strassberg (Director) at 916-330-4500 x101 or matts@emcenter.org 

Mary Campbell (S. CA Coordinator) at 916-330-4500 x101 or maryc@emcenter.org 

Jenna Muller (N. CA Coordinator) at 916-330-4500 x101 or jennam@emcenter.org 

 
Free Farm Manager Apprentice Training 
Farmers, are you searching for your future manager or supervisor? Whether you have a 
current employee who could use some additional training, or are seeking to hire a new 
team member, The Beginning Farm and Ranch Management Apprenticeship provides a 
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structured pathway for aspiring farm managers to develop the knowledge and skills they 
need to be successful on your farm. The Center for Land-Based Learning covers all tuition 
for coursework and provides support for farmers and apprentices. To learn more about 
training an apprentice, visit https://landbasedlearning.org/apprentice-farmer-mentor 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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