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California Producers Have Until Aug. 1 to Submit
FSA County Committee Nominations

Farmers and ranchers have until Aug. 1, 2024, to nominate candidates to serve on the
their local county Farm Service Agency (FSA) Committee. The U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) accepts nominations each year in certain Local Administrative Areas
(LAASs) for individuals to serve on these locally led committees.

“Serving on a Farm Service Agency county committee is your chance to ensure that other
producers who share your interests, your production practices, and your perspective are
represented. County committee service is a unique opportunity in the federal government
for citizen stakeholders to participate in the implementation of policy and programs at the



local level,” said FSA Administrator Zach Ducheneaux. “Nominations are now open, and
elections will begin in November; don’t miss this chance to help FSA serve all producers.”

Elections for committee members will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA).
LAAs are elective areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction
and may include LAAs that are focused on an urban or suburban area.

Customers can locate their LAA through a geographic information system locator tool
available at fsa.usda.gov/elections and determine if their LAA is up for election by
contacting their local FSA office.

Agricultural producers may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee if they:

e Participate or cooperate in a USDA program.
¢ Reside in the LAA that is up for election this year.

A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or
ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits.

Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may also
nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority, women, urban and beginning farmers
or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold office.

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on
FSA county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve
three-year terms. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster recovery,
conservation, commodity and price support programs, as well as making decisions on
county office employment and other agricultural issues.

More Information

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get
involved in their county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be
considered, a producer must be registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form. This
form and other information about FSA county committee elections are available
atfsa.usda.gov/elections.

All nomination forms for the 2024 election must be postmarked or received in the local
USDA Service Center by the Aug.1, 2024, deadline. Election ballots will be mailed to
eligible voters in November 2024.
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USDA Announces August 14 Application Deadline
for Emergency Relief Program Assistance for
Commodity and Specialty Crop Producers Impacted
by 2022 Natural Disasters

If natural disasters impacted your farm or ranch in 2022, there’s still time to submit your
application for ERP assistance before the Aug. 14 deadline.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the deadline for commodity
and specialty crop producers to apply for the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) for 2022
natural disaster losses is Aug. 14, 2024. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) began
accepting ERP 2022 applications in October 2023.

Through the Disaster Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2023 (P.L. 117-328)
Congress allocated $3.2 billion in funding to cover an estimated $10 billion in uncovered
crop losses.

ERP 2022 covers losses to crops, trees, bushes and vines due to qualifying calendar year
2022 natural disaster events including wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive
heat, tornadoes, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure,
excessive moisture, qualifying drought and related conditions.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 1

ERP 2022 Track 1 leverages existing federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating payments for eligible crop
producers who received indemnities through these risk management programs.

In fall 2023, FSA began issuing pre-filled ERP 2022 Track 1 application forms to
producers who had crop insurance and NAP data already on file with USDA. Receipt of a
pre-filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive an ERP 2022
Track 1 payment.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 2

Track 2 is a revenue-based certification program designed to assist producers who
suffered an eligible decrease in revenue resulting from 2022 calendar year disaster events
when compared with revenue in a benchmark year using revenue information that is
readily available from most tax records.

In cases where revenue does not reasonably reflect a normal year’s revenue, Track 2
provides an alternative method for establishing revenue. Likewise, Track 2 affords
producers of crops that are used within an operation and do not generate revenue from
the sale of the crop a method for establishing revenue for the purpose of applying for ERP
2022 benefits. Producers are not required to submit tax records to FSA unless requested
by the County Committee if required for an FSA compliance spot check.



Although not required when applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, applicants might find the
following documents useful to the process:

e Schedule F (Form 1040)

e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019,
2022 and 2023.

Track 2 targets gaps in emergency relief assistance for eligible producers whose eligible
losses were not covered by crop insurance or NAP, including revenue losses too small
(shallow loss) to be covered by crop insurance.

It's important to note that disaster-impacted producers may be eligible for ERP 2022
assistance under one or both tracks (ERP 2022 Track 1 and Track 2). To avoid duplicative
benefits, if a producer applies for both tracks, the Track 2 payment calculation will take
into account any payments received through Track 1.

Additional Required Forms

For both ERP 2022 tracks, all producers must have certain required forms on file with FSA
within 60 days of the Aug. 14 application deadline. If not already on file, producers can
update, complete and submit required forms to FSA by Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2024.

Required forms:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).

e Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for
Certain Programs (if applicable).

¢ Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and
Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, if applicable, for the 2022 program year.

o Note: Currently, there is a Federal court injunction that prohibits USDA
from “making or increasing payments, or providing any additional relief,
based on its ‘socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher’ designation” under
ERP 2022. This may impact certain payments.

¢ A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland
conservation certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and
applicable affiliates.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will
likely have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to
confirm the status of their forms can contact their local FSA county office.

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements

All producers who receive ERP 2022 payments must purchase crop insurance, or NAP
coverage where crop insurance is not available, in the next two available crop years as



determined by the Secretary. Purchased coverage must be at the 60/100 coverage level
or higher for insured crops or at the catastrophic coverage level or higher for NAP crops.

More Information
ERP 2022 eligibility details and payment calculation factor tables are available on FSA’s

Emergency Relief webpage, in the ERP Track 1 and ERP Track 2 fact sheets and through
the FSA at your local USDA Service Center.

California Producers Encouraged to Apply for
USDA'’s Continuous Conservation Reserve Program

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is now accepting applications for the
Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (Continuous CRP). USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) encourages agricultural producers and landowners in California who are
interested in conservation opportunities for their land in exchange for yearly rental
payments to consider the enrollment options available through Continuous CRP, which
also includes the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) offered by FSA
partners. Additionally, producers participating in CRP can now apply to re-enroll, if their
contracts will expire this year.

To submit an offer, producers should contact the FSA at their local USDA Service Center
by July 31, 2024, in order to have an offer effective by Oct. 1, 2024. To ensure enroliment
acreages do not exceed the statutory cap, FSA will accept offers from producers on a first-
come, first-served basis and will return offers for approval in batches throughout the year.

Additionally, producers with acres enrolled in Continuous CRP set to expire Sept. 30,
2024, can now offer acres for re-enroliment. A producer can both enroll new acres into
Continuous CRP and re-enroll any acres expiring Sept.30, 2024.

FSA water quality practices, such as riparian buffers, prairie strips, grassed waterways,
and wetlands, will receive an additional 20% incentive. Buffer practices have a positive
impact on water quality. Additionally, the Climate-Smart Practice Incentive launched in
2021 is also available in the Continuous signup.

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance to California
Farmers and Livestock Producers Impacted by
Wildfires

he U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has technical and financial assistance available
to help farmers and livestock producers across California recover from recent wildfires.
Producers impacted by wildfires should contact their local USDA Service Center to report
losses and learn more about program options available to assist in their recovery from
crop, land, infrastructure and livestock losses and damages.
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USDA Disaster Assistance for Wildfire Recovery

Producers who experience livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality may be eligible
for the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). To participate in LIP, producers will need to
provide documentation of death losses and submit a notice of loss to the USDA Farm
Service Agency (FSA) no later than the annual program payment application date. The
LIP payment application and notice of loss deadline is March 3, 2025, for 2024 calendar
year losses.

Meanwhile, the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish
Program (ELAP) provides eligible producers with compensation for feed and grazing
losses and transportation cost associated with transporting feed/forage to livestock and
livestock to feed. For ELAP, producers are required to complete a notice of loss and a
payment application to their local FSA office no later than Jan. 30, 2025, for 2024 calendar
year losses.

FSA also offers a variety of direct and guaranteed farm loans, including operating and
emergency farm loans, to producers unable to secure commercial financing. Depending
on program funding availability, producers in counties with a primary or contiguous
disaster designation may be eligible for low-interest emergency loans to help them recover
from production and physical losses. Loans can help producers replace essential property,
purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, cover family living expenses or
refinance farm-related debts and other needs. Additionally, FSA offers several loan
servicing options available for borrowers who are unable to make scheduled payments on
their farm loan programs debt to the agency because of reasons beyond their control.

Conservation

Outside of the primary nesting season, emergency and non-emergency haying and
grazing of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres may be authorized to provide
relief to livestock producers in areas affected by a severe drought or similar natural
disasters. Producers interested in haying or grazing of CRP acres should contact their
county FSA office to determine eligibility.

FSA’s Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) can assist landowners with financial and
technical assistance to remove debris from farmland such as woody material, sand, rock
and materials from collapsed hoop houses/high tunnels on cropland or pastureland.
Through the program, FSA can provide assistance toward the restoration or replacement
of fences including livestock cross fences, boundary fences, cattle gates or wildlife
exclusion fences on agricultural land.

Additionally, the Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) can assist eligible
owners of nonindustrial private forestland to also restore the land by removing debris,
repairing forestland roads, and replacing fence. For both programs, farmers and ranchers
should check with their local FSA office to find out about sign-up periods, which are set by
the FSA County Committee.

More Information

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance
fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help producers and landowners determine
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program or loan options. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and
landowners should contact their crop insurance agent. For FSA and NRCS programs, they
should contact their local USDA Service Center.

Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities

USDA’s Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commaodities effort is expanding markets for
America’s climate-smart commodities, leveraging the greenhouse gas benefits of climate-
smart commodity production, and providing direct, meaningful benefits to production
agriculture, including for small and underserved producers. Learn more about expanded
markets, premiums and incentives for producing climate-smart commodities as well as
cost share and technical assistance to implement climate-smart practices. Find a project
near you and get started today!

USDA Offers Assistance and Resources for
Recovery from and Prevention of Highly Pathogenic
Avian Influenza H5N1 in Dairy Herds

USDA is helping producers affected by H5N1, including expanding its ELAP Program to
Help Dairy Producers Offset Milk Losses

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) has confirmed the detection of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI), also
known as H5N1, in dairy cattle in 12 states including Colorado, Idaho, lowa, Kansas,
Michigan, Minnesota, North Carolina, New Mexico, Ohio, South Dakota, Texas and
Wyoming. To protect the U.S. livestock industry from the threat posed by HPAI H5N1
USDA is taking a number of actions with our federal partners.

On April 24, APHIS announced a federal order that includes mandatory testing for
interstate movement of dairy cattle and mandatory reporting of influenza A detections in
livestock. In addition to the Federal Order mandates, USDA provides several voluntary
testing and monitoring options, including the HPAI Dairy Herd Status Program announced
on May 31, 2024. APHIS has released a list of requirements and recommendations that
apply to interstate moving of lactating dairy cattle, testing guidance for livestock, and
answers to frequently asked questions. Producers are encouraged to visit the APHIS
HPAI Livestock Detection website for information about these programs and requirements,
as well as the most comprehensive and timely updates about this rapidly evolving
situation.

Assistance for Milk Loss
Confirmed H5N1 Positive Test Results Required for Recovery Assistance
Producers who incur milk losses in their dairy herds due to HPAI H5N1 can now apply for

financial assistance through the USDA’s updated Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA)
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expanded ELAP policy through the rule-making process to assist with financial losses
resulting from reduced milk production when cattle are removed from commercial milking
in dairy herds having a confirmed positive H5N1 test. Positive tests must be confirmed
through the USDA’s APHIS’ National Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL).

To apply, producers need to submit the following to FSA:

e Proof of herd infection through a confirmed positive H5N1 test (based on USDA’s
APHIS H5N1 case definition) on individual animal or bulk tank samples confirmed
by APHIS’ NVSL;

¢ A notice of loss indicating the date when the loss is apparent, which is the sample
collection date for the positive H5N1 test; and

e An application for payment certifying the number of eligible adult dairy cows
removed from production, the month the cows were removed from production, and
the producer’s share in the milk production.

The final date to file a notice of loss and application for payment for eligible losses is 30
days after the end of the prior calendar year, which is January 30.

Note: To determine livestock and producer eligibility for ELAP H5N1 assistance, to submit
an application or if you’ve not previously conducted business with FSA, contact your local
FSA county office for details. Find your local office. Other online resources include
frequently asked questions and a fact sheet.

Loans for Biosecurity Implementation

FSA also provides direct and guaranteed loans for farmers and ranchers that can assist
with implementation of biosecurity measures for their operations. Loans can assist with:

e Installing physical barriers to facilitate quarantine, to prevent livestock interaction
with wildlife, and to prevent unauthorized access by visitors

e Purchase of disinfectant, footbaths, and disposable footwear and clothing;
e Veterinary costs related to vaccination and general animal health;

e Testing of feed and water sources for toxins and other disease;

e Costs associated with responsible manure disposal and management;

e Costs associated with cleaning and disinfecting livestock transportation
equipment; and

e Other biosecurity measures recommended by USDA or other applicable
agencies.

To learn more about loans, producers can use the:
e Loan Assistance Tool — helps producers better navigate the farm loan process.

The online Loan Assistance Tool provides producers needing agricultural
financing with an interactive, step-by-step guide.
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e Farm Loans Overview Factsheet — provides an overview of all FSA direct and
guaranteed loans, and eligibility requirements.

e Farm Loans Homepage — gives in-depth farm loan information, including fact
sheets, for those who don’t want to use the online Loan Assistance Tool.

To learn more about ELAP or farm loans, producers should contact the FSA at the |ocal
USDA Service Center.

To learn more about APHIS requirements and resources, visit APHIS’ Highly Pathogenic
Avian Influenza (HPAI) Detections in Livestock webpage.

Community Alliance with Family Farmers Offers
Small Farm Tech Hub
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For any questions email Techhub@caff.org or visit
www.caff.org/techhub

USDA Expands Funding Opportunities for Specialty
Crop Growers to Help Offset On-Farm Food Safety
Expenses for 2024 and 2025

Apply for 2024 expenses through Jan. 31, 2025

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is expanding the Food Safety Certification for
Specialty Crops (FSCSC) program to now include medium-sized businesses in addition to
small businesses. Eligible specialty crop growers can apply for assistance for expenses
related to obtaining or renewing a food safety certification. The program has also been
expanded to include assistance for 2024 and 2025 expenses. Producers can apply for
assistance on their calendar year 2024 expenses beginning July 1, 2024, through Jan. 31,
2025. For program year 2025, the application period will be Jan. 1, 2025, through Jan. 31,
2026.

Program Details

FSCSC assists specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety
certification and expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety. FSCSC covers a
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percentage of the specialty crop operation’s cost of obtaining or renewing its certification,
as well as a portion of related expenses.

Eligible FSCSC applicants must be a specialty crop operation; meet the definition of a
small or medium-size business and have paid eligible expenses related to certification.

¢ A small business has an average annual monetary value of specialty crops sold by
the applicant during the three-year period preceding the program year of no more
than $500,000.

¢ A medium size business has an average annual monetary value of specialty crops
the applicant sold during the three-year period preceding the program year of at
least $500,001 but no more than $1,000,000.

Specialty crop operations can receive the following cost assistance:

e Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification.
e Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan.

e Food safety certification.

e Certification upload fees.

¢ Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water.

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each eligible cost category. Details about
payment rates and limitations are available at farmers.gov/food-safety.

Applying for Assistance

Interested applicants have until Jan. 31, 2025, to apply for assistance for 2024 eligible
expenses. FSA will issue payments as applications are processed and approved. For
program year 2025, the application period will be January 1, 2025, through January 31,
2026. FSA will issue 50% of the calculated payment for program year 2025 following
application approval, with the remaining amount to be paid after the application deadline.
If calculated payments exceed the amount of available funding, payments will be
prorated.

Specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888-1, Food Safety
Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) for Program Years 2024 and 2025
application. The application, along with the AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet and SF-
3881, ACH Vendor/Miscellaneous Payment Enrollment Form, if not already on file with
FSA, can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by mail,
fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. Alternatively, producers with an
eAuthentication account can apply for FSCSC online. Producers interested in creating an
eAuthentication account should visit farmers.gov/sign-in.

Specialty crop producers can also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a FSA
employee ready to assist. Visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details,
eligibility information and forms needed to apply.

More Information
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To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service
Center. Producers can also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as manage farm
loans and view other farm records data and customer information by logging into their
farmers.gov account. Producers without an account can sign up today.

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland
and Improve Property

Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These
microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans
looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming
operations.

Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed,
fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013.

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the
application process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans
to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified
producers and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service
Agency (FSA).

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local County USDA Service
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

Free Farm Manager Apprentice Training

Farmers, are you searching for your future manager or supervisor? Whether you have a
current employee who could use some additional training, or are seeking to hire a new
team member, The Beginning Farm and Ranch Management Apprenticeship provides a
structured pathway for aspiring farm managers to develop the knowledge and skills they
need to be successful on your farm. The Center for Land-Based Learning covers all tuition
for coursework and provides support for farmers and apprentices. To learn more about
training an apprentice, visit_https://landbasedlearning.org/apprentice-farmer-mentor

Farm Service Agency

California State Office

430 G Street, Ste. 4161
Davis, CA 95616
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Phone: 530-792-5520

State Executive Director Executive Officer

Blong Xiong Navdeep Dhillon
Blong.Xiong@usda.gov Navdeep.Dhillon@usda.gov

California Farm Service Agency Website

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/ca

Farm Program Chief

Navdeep Dhillon
Navdeep.Dhillon@usda.gov

Farm Loan Program Chief

John Oosterman
John.Oosterman@usda.gov

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

USDA Farm Service Agency
www.fsa.usda.gov | contact us
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