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Farm Service Agency Seeking Nominations for 
Farmers and Ranchers to Serve on Local County 
Committees 
Nominations are now being accepted for farmers and ranchers to serve on local U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees. These 
committees make important decisions about how federal farm programs are administered 
locally. All nomination forms for the 2024 election must be postmarked or received in the 
local FSA office by Aug. 1, 2024.     

“Serving on a Farm Service Agency county committee is your chance to ensure that other 
producers who share your interests, your production practices, and your perspective are 



represented. County committee service is a unique opportunity in the federal government 
for citizen stakeholders to participate in the implementation of policy and programs at the 
local level,” said FSA Administrator Zach Ducheneaux. “Nominations are now open, and 
elections will begin in November; don’t miss this chance to help FSA serve all producers.” 

Elections for committee members will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA). 
LAAs are elective areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction 
and may include LAAs that are focused on an urban or suburban area.   

Customers can locate their LAA through a geographic information system locator tool 
available at fsa.usda.gov/elections and determine if their LAA is up for election by 
contacting their local FSA office.   

Agricultural producers may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee if they: 

• Participate or cooperate in a USDA program. 
• Reside in the LAA that is up for election this year.    

A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or 
ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits.    

Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may also 
nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority, women, urban and beginning farmers 
or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold office.   

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on 
FSA county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve 
three-year terms. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster recovery, 
conservation, commodity and price support programs, as well as making decisions on 
county office employment and other agricultural issues.  

Urban and Suburban County Committees     

The 2018 Farm Bill directed USDA to form urban county committees and make other 
advancements related to urban agriculture, including the establishment of the Office of 
Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production. FSA established county committees 
specifically focused on urban agriculture that work to encourage and promote urban, 
indoor and other emerging agricultural production practices. Additionally, the county 
committees may address food access, community engagement, support of local activities 
to promote and encourage community compost and food waste reduction.   

Urban committee members are nominated and elected to serve by local urban producers 
in the same jurisdiction. Urban county committee members provide outreach to ensure 
urban producers understand USDA programs, serve as the voice of other urban producers 
and assist in program implementation that support the needs of the growing urban 
community.       

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Felections%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7Cbrooke.raffaele%40usda.gov%7Cf8652294d0fc475b660208dc9647539a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638550480923608282%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LdwbG2kN5IBE3U5ZAsjwgBEaZSD%2F%2FBrc%2BAKLJIEnMYU%3D&reserved=0


The 27 cities with urban county committees are listed 
at fsa.usda.gov/elections and farmers.gov/urban. Of these, ten urban county committees 
will hold an inaugural election this cycle.   

More Information     

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get 
involved in their county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be 
considered, a producer must be registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form. This 
form and other information about FSA county committee elections are available 
at fsa.usda.gov/elections.       

All nomination forms for the 2024 election must be postmarked or received in the local 
USDA Service Center by the Aug.1, 2024, deadline. Election ballots will be mailed to 
eligible voters in November 2024.   

 

Urban Producers, Public Invited to Attend July 
Meeting of Federal Advisory Committee for Urban 
Agriculture and Innovative Production  
Meeting will take place July 11, 12-5 p.m. ET  

We’re inviting urban producers, innovative producers, and other stakeholders to virtually 
attend a public meeting of the Federal Advisory Committee for Urban Agriculture and 
Innovative Production on July 11 from 12-5 p.m. Eastern. 

Meeting details can be viewed in the Federal Register Notice. Written comments can be 
submitted via UrbanAgricultureFederalAdvisoryCommittee@usda.gov by July 25 at 11:59 
p.m. The Committee will deliberate and vote on proposed recommendations and address 
public comments during the meeting. USDA will share the agenda between 24 to 48 hours 
prior to the meeting on the Committee’s webpage. 

The Committee is managed by the Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production 
and was established through the 2018 Farm Bill and is part of a broad USDA investment 
in urban agriculture. 

Learn more and register. 

 

California Producers Encouraged to Apply for 
USDA’s Continuous Conservation Reserve Program  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is now accepting applications for the 
Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (Continuous CRP). USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) encourages agricultural producers and landowners in California who are 
interested in conservation opportunities for their land in exchange for yearly rental 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Felections%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7Cbrooke.raffaele%40usda.gov%7Cf8652294d0fc475b660208dc9647539a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638550480923620813%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V3A23g5VNQa%2BG38fOCqs%2BOmyXr57FHSOJtNgKBMv8lU%3D&reserved=0
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2024%2F06%2F18%2F2024-13270%2Furban-agriculture-and-innovative-production-advisory-committee-meeting%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7Cbrooke.raffaele%40usda.gov%7Cf8652294d0fc475b660208dc9647539a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638550480923642719%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h%2FY1EuCWOIPtlO3EZMBqXlqbkIxxHdRuUailfWHKIHM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:UrbanAgricultureFederalAdvisoryCommittee@usda.gov
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payments to consider the enrollment options available through Continuous CRP, which 
also includes the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) offered by FSA 
partners. Additionally, producers participating in CRP can now apply to re-enroll, if their 
contracts will expire this year.      

To submit an offer, producers should contact the FSA at their local USDA Service Center 
by July 31, 2024, in order to have an offer effective by Oct. 1, 2024. To ensure enrollment 
acreages do not exceed the statutory cap, FSA will accept offers from producers on a first-
come, first-served basis and will return offers for approval in batches throughout the year.  

Additionally, producers with acres enrolled in Continuous CRP set to expire Sept. 30, 
2024, can now offer acres for re-enrollment. A producer can both enroll new acres into 
Continuous CRP and re-enroll any acres expiring Sept.30, 2024.   

FSA water quality practices, such as riparian buffers, prairie strips, grassed waterways, 
and wetlands, will receive an additional 20% incentive. Buffer practices have a positive 
impact on water quality. Additionally, the Climate-Smart Practice Incentive launched in 
2021 is also available in the Continuous signup.     

 

USDA to Provide More Than $3 Billion to 
Commodity and Specialty Crop Producers Impacted 
by 2022 Natural Disasters  
Emergency Relief Program (ERP) 2022 

The U. S Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide more than $3 billion to commodity 
and specialty crop producers impacted by natural disaster events in 2022. Eligible 
impacted producers can apply for financial assistance through the Emergency Relief 
Program (ERP) 2022. The program will help offset the financial impacts of crop yield and 
value losses from qualifying disasters occurring in 2022. 

Background  

On Dec. 29, 2022, President Biden signed into law the Disaster Relief Supplemental 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (P.L. 117-328) that provides about $3.7 billion in financial 
assistance for agricultural producers impacted by eligible natural disasters that occurred in 
calendar year 2022.    

ERP 2022 covers losses to crops, trees, bushes and vines due to qualifying, calendar 
year 2022 natural disaster events including wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, 
excessive heat, tornadoes, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke 
exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying drought and related conditions.   

ERP 2022 program benefits will be delivered to eligible producers through a two-track 
process. FSA intends to make both tracks available to producers at the same time. This 
two-track approach enables USDA to:  

https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7Cbrooke.raffaele%40usda.gov%7Cf8652294d0fc475b660208dc9647539a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638550480923649413%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pUPi9vY62tj9cwEGlFJXVxoxkyVFxUYcuUgg5bN0Brc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7Cbrooke.raffaele%40usda.gov%7Cf8652294d0fc475b660208dc9647539a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638550480923649413%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pUPi9vY62tj9cwEGlFJXVxoxkyVFxUYcuUgg5bN0Brc%3D&reserved=0


• Streamline the application process.  
• Reduce the paperwork burden on producers.  
• Proactively include provisions for underserved producers who have not been well 

served by past emergency relief efforts.  

• Encourage producer participation in existing risk management programs to 
mitigate the impacts of future severe weather events.    

It’s important to note that disaster-impacted producers may be eligible for ERP 2022 
assistance under one or both tracks. To avoid duplicative benefits, if a producer applies 
for both tracks, the Track 2 payment calculation will take into account any payments 
received through Track 1.    

ERP 2022 Application Process – Track 1  

ERP 2022 Track 1 leverages existing federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating payments for eligible crop 
producers who received indemnities through these risk management programs.  Although 
FSA is sending pre-filled ERP 2022 Track 1 application forms to producers who have crop 
insurance and NAP data already on file with USDA, producers indemnified for losses 
resulting from 2022 natural disasters do not have to wait to receive the application before 
requesting ERP 2022 assistance. Effective Oct. 31, 2023, producers can apply for ERP 
2022 benefits whether they have received the pre-filled application or not. Receipt of a 
pre-filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive an ERP 2022 
Track 1 payment.   

USDA estimates that ERP Track 1 benefits will reach more than 206,000 producers who 
received indemnities for losses covered by federal crop insurance and more than 4,500 
producers who obtained NAP coverage for the 2022 crop year.     

ERP 2022 Application Process – Track 2  

Track 2 is a revenue-based certification program designed to assist eligible producers who 
suffered an eligible decrease in revenue resulting from 2022 calendar year disaster events 
when compared with revenue in a benchmark year using revenue information that is 
readily available from most tax records. In cases where revenue does not reasonably 
reflect a normal year’s revenue, Track 2 provides an alternative method for establishing 
revenue. Likewise, Track 2 affords producers of crops that are used within an operation 
and do not generate revenue from the sale of the crop a method for establishing revenue 
for the purpose of applying for ERP 2022 benefits. Producers are not required to submit 
tax records to FSA unless requested by the County Committee if required for an FSA 
compliance spot check.  

Although not required when applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, applicants might find the 
following documents useful to the process:  

• Schedule F (Form 1040)   



• Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 
2022 and 2023. 

Track 2 targets gaps in emergency relief assistance for eligible producers whose eligible 
losses were not covered by crop insurance or NAP including revenue losses too small 
(shallow loss) to be covered by crop insurance.  

Producers interested in applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, should contact their local FSA 
county office.  Additional reference resources can be found on FSA’s emergency relief 
website. 

Additional Required Forms  

For both ERP 2022 tracks, all producers must have certain required forms on file with FSA 
within 60 days of the ERP 2022 deadline. Producers can apply for ERP 2022 starting Oct. 
31, 2023. The application deadline has not yet been determined and will be announced at 
a later date. If not already on file, producers can update, complete and submit required 
forms to FSA at any time.  

ERP 2022 Track 1 leverages existing federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating payments for eligible crop 
producers who received indemnities through these risk management programs.  Although 
FSA is sending pre-filled ERP 2022 Track 1 application forms to producers who have crop 
insurance and NAP data already on file with USDA, producers indemnified for losses 
resulting from 2022 natural disasters do not have to wait to receive the application before 
requesting ERP 2022 assistance. Effective Oct. 31, 2023, producers can apply for ERP 
2022 benefits whether they have received the pre-filled application or not. Receipt of a 
pre-filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive an ERP 2022 
Track 1 payment.   

USDA estimates that ERP Track 1 benefits will reach more than 206,000 producers who 
received indemnities for losses covered by federal crop insurance and more than 4,500 
producers who obtained NAP coverage for the 2022 crop year.     

ERP 2022 Application Process – Track 2  

Track 2 is a revenue-based certification program designed to assist eligible producers who 
suffered an eligible decrease in revenue resulting from 2022 calendar year disaster events 
when compared with revenue in a benchmark year using revenue information that is 
readily available from most tax records. In cases where revenue does not reasonably 
reflect a normal year’s revenue, Track 2 provides an alternative method for establishing 
revenue. Likewise, Track 2 affords producers of crops that are used within an operation 
and do not generate revenue from the sale of the crop a method for establishing revenue 
for the purpose of applying for ERP 2022 benefits. Producers are not required to submit 
tax records to FSA unless requested by the County Committee if required for an FSA 
compliance spot check.  

Although not required when applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, applicants might find the 
following documents useful to the process:  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7Cbrooke.raffaele%40usda.gov%7Cf8652294d0fc475b660208dc9647539a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638550480923655371%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TEOunCGmeAPuV721bZPoVEBvsFfd5hdBMUvjVgrhK5c%3D&reserved=0
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• Schedule F (Form 1040)   

• Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 
2022 and 2023. 

Track 2 targets gaps in emergency relief assistance for eligible producers whose eligible 
losses were not covered by crop insurance or NAP including revenue losses too small 
(shallow loss) to be covered by crop insurance.  

Producers interested in applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, should contact their local FSA 
county office.  Additional reference resources can be found on FSA’s emergency relief 
website. 

Additional Required Forms  

For both ERP 2022 tracks, all producers must have certain required forms on file with FSA 
within 60 days of the ERP 2022 deadline. Producers can apply for ERP 2022 starting Oct. 
31, 2023. The application deadline has not yet been determined and will be announced at 
a later date. If not already on file, producers can update, complete and submit required 
forms to FSA at any time.  

Required forms:  

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.    
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.     
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).     
• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for 

Certain Programs (if applicable).     

• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and 
Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, if applicable, for the 2022 program 
year.     

• A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland 
conservation certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and 
applicable affiliates.    

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will 
likely have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to 
confirm the status of their forms can contact their local FSA county office.    

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements   

All producers who receive ERP 2022 payments must purchase crop insurance, or NAP 
coverage where crop insurance is not available, in the next two available crop years as 
determined by the Secretary. Purchased coverage must be at the 60/100 coverage level 
or higher for insured crops or at the catastrophic coverage level or higher for NAP crops.   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7Cbrooke.raffaele%40usda.gov%7Cf8652294d0fc475b660208dc9647539a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638550480923667542%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cMDQDYSDD1HyJ5KpYpvaUXdltyKQWjkKSkV%2Br%2BxTeZ4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7Cbrooke.raffaele%40usda.gov%7Cf8652294d0fc475b660208dc9647539a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638550480923667542%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cMDQDYSDD1HyJ5KpYpvaUXdltyKQWjkKSkV%2Br%2BxTeZ4%3D&reserved=0


More Information  

ERP 2022 eligibility details and payment calculation factor tables are available on the 
emergency relief website, in the ERP Track 1 and ERP Track 2 fact sheets and through 
your local FSA county office. 

 

USDA Partners with FarmRaise to Offer Educational 
Tools and Resources to Promote Financial Access 
and Equity for Agricultural Producers 
The U.S Department of Agriculture (USDA) today unveiled a new, online Livestock 
Indemnity Program (LIP) Decision Tool and farm loan resources available to agricultural 
producers and cooperators who help producers access USDA disaster assistance, farm 
loans and other federal farm programs. The new LIP tool and the farm loan informational 
video resources were developed in partnership with FarmRaise and USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA). These tools are now available at www.farmraise.com/usda-fsa. 

Current FarmRaise Tools and Resources 

FarmRaise, Inc. has created an online, educational hub -- called Farm Service Agency 
101 – comprised of videos, and resources that enable cooperators and the agricultural 
producers they serve to learn about and access major FSA programs.  

The newly launched LIP Decision Tool assists livestock producers who suffered losses 
from eligible adverse weather events and other causes of loss as well as cooperators who 
are helping disaster-impacted livestock producers navigate available federal disaster 
assistance programs. The optional decision tool gives producers guidance on what is 
needed to gather and submit required loss documentation, reducing the amount of time 
needed to complete applications and enabling FSA county office staff to deliver much-
needed assistance faster. Using this tool, however, is not an application for benefits or a 
determination of eligibility. 

Through use of the LIP tool, livestock producers can provide supporting documentation, 
inventory numbers, and loss numbers to FSA county offices. Doing so, in advance of the 
initial county office visit, will help FSA staff serve customers more effectively and 
efficiently. Producers will also need to complete an application for LIP assistance and, 
upon request, may be asked to provide additional supporting documentation.  

LIP offers payments to livestock producers for livestock deaths in excess of normal 
mortality caused by qualifying adverse weather events. LIP also covers losses due to 
eligible diseases and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal 
government or protected by federal law. This includes attacks by wolves and predatory 
birds. 

In addition to the new LIP Decision Tool, the FarmRaise educational hub offers several, 
easily navigated farm loan programs how-to videos designed to introduce producers to 
FSA’s many farm loan programs options and guide them through the application process. 
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More FSA program resources and tools will soon be added to the FarmRaise educational 
hub. Cooperators and agricultural producers are encouraged to visit the FarmRaise 
educational hub often to access all available resources.  

About the Partnership 

USDA cooperators are organizations on the frontlines of access and often are the first 
point of contact connecting farmers to USDA programs. The partnership between 
FarmRaise, Inc. and FSA, through a cooperative agreement, aims to improve producer 
participation and customer experience in USDA programs through education and technical 
assistance to young, beginning, and small-scale to mid-sized producers, producers with 
disabilities, and veterans.  

By developing a digital educational hub that delivers free, user-friendly, producer and 
cooperator-tested resources USDA and FarmRaise, Inc. will help FSA expedite program 
delivery to agricultural producers. The hub offers how-to videos and visual aids that 
educate producers about FSA programs and prepares them for submitting applications for 
program participation. 

More Information 

For more information about FSA farm and farm loan programs, visit fsa.usda.gov or 
contact your local USDA Service Center - farmers.gov/service-center-locator. To learn 
more about 

 

USDA Awards $50 Million to Support Farmworkers 
and Agricultural Employers 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced today that the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) is awarding $50 million to 141 awardees in 40 states and Puerto Rico, 
through the Farm Labor Stabilization and Protection Pilot Program (FLSP Program), 
reaching 177 unique agricultural operations and over 11,000 workers. The awards will 
help improve the resiliency of the U.S. food supply chain by addressing agriculture labor 
challenges and instability, strengthen protections for farmworkers, and expand legal 
pathways for labor migration. This program delivers on a commitment made as part of the 
Los Angeles Declaration on Migration and Protection and furthers the Administration’s 
commitment to a regional approach to migration in the hemisphere. 

“These awards will largely support small and mid-sized farms to ensure they can hire and 
retain the workers they need to be competitive in the market, while also lifting up rural 
communities across the country,” said Blong Xiong, USDA Farm Service Agency State 
Executive Director for California. “Farmworkers make an incredibly important contribution 
to food and agriculture and ensure we have food on our tables every day. Improving 
working conditions and quality of life for farmworkers, both U.S. based workers and those 
that come to our country to work, is one key step in building a stronger, more resilient food 
supply chain. The Farm Labor Stabilization and Protection Pilot Program demonstrates 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2022%2FFSA_LIP_LivestockImdemnityProgram_Factsheet_2023.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7Cbrooke.raffaele%40usda.gov%7Cf8652294d0fc475b660208dc9647539a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638550480923729374%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gRmAiNWUu%2FBaaauPgO2I2iNrJZbi%2B5%2FPPWIJL3DFi0Y%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


the Biden-Harris Administration’s commitment to supporting employers and farmworkers 
alike.” 

USDA announced the FLSP Program in September 2023, in coordination with other 
federal agencies, to help address workforce needs in agriculture; promote a safe and 
healthy work environment, as well as ethical recruitment for farmworkers; and support 
lawful migration pathways for workers, including expansion of labor pathways for workers 
from Northern Central America, through the H-2A visa program. FLSP was designed with 
significant input from immigration, labor, and agricultural stakeholders – informed by the 
experiences of farmworkers and farmers themselves. 

The FLSP Program grants will support a range of required and elective supplemental 
commitments to expand benefits and protections for all employees. Examples of awardee 
commitments include: 

• Establishing robust pay-related benefits that have the potential to raise earnings 
for thousands of workers, as well as provide them more time with their families or 
taking care of their health through policies such as personal and paid sick time off, 
and mid-season vacation leave; 

• Markedly improving working and living conditions by strengthening employer-
employee engagement, such as establishing Collaborative Working Groups with 
robust farmworker representation and partnerships with external organizations that 
have longstanding experience collaborating with farmworkers; 

• Providing additional worker-friendly benefits, such as advancement and 
management training opportunities, driver’s license training, no-cost English 
classes for employees, and additional recreation spaces in housing facilities; 

• Supporting Know-Your-Rights-and-Resources training sessions for all workers to 
ensure they understand their legal rights as workers in the United States; 

• Participation in Worker-driven Social Responsibility programs – a proven model for 
improving workplace environments – such as the Fair Food Program; 

• Disclosing recruitment practices and advancing ethical, safe recruitment practices 
that are essential to protecting workers from illegal fees, undue debt, exploitation, 
and even human trafficking; 

• 60 percent of employer awardees that plan to utilize the H-2A visa program 
committed to recruiting workers from Northern Central America. 

View the complete list of awardees 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ams.usda.gov%2Fservices%2Fgrants%2Fflsp%2Fawards%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C02%7Cbrooke.raffaele%40usda.gov%7Cf8652294d0fc475b660208dc9647539a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638550480923735951%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cDh7FKdAiBZcdGTvTnGE7%2FWfQJqc%2B7OohReT89Utg0I%3D&reserved=0


Community Alliance with Family Farmers Offers 
Small Farm Tech Hub 

How can technology help expand market opportunities and 
increase business efficiencies for small farms? 

Community Alliance with Family Farmers (CAFF) Tech Hub 
is here to Help! 

Free Consultation services available to small scale farmers, 
food hubs and farmers markets operating out of California. 

Request an appointment at www.caff.org/techsupport 

For any questions email Techhub@caff.org or visit 
www.caff.org/techhub 

 

A Q&A on Choosing a Tax Professional  
If you participate in USDA programs, it’s time to start preparing to file your taxes. In this 
Ask the Expert, Dr. Tamara Cushing answers questions about choosing a tax 
professional. Dr. Cushing is an Extension Forest Business Specialist from the University 
of Florida who works to educate landowners, foresters and tax professionals about the 
economics of growing trees, tax interactions with forestry and landowner succession. 

What Qualifies Someone to Complete Your Tax Return? 

• Here are some qualifications to look for: A degree in accounting and possibly in 
taxation; maybe a law degree. 

• Certification by a state licensing body or the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). This 
may include CPA, Licensed Tax Consultant (LTC), Licensed Tax Preparer (LTP), 
Enrolled Agent (EA), and tax attorney. Also, some Certified Financial Planners 
(CFP) can provide tax services. Some states require paid preparers to have 
specific qualifications to complete state tax returns and some don’t. Qualified, 
licensed and or certified tax preparers may be found through various locations 
some of which will be discussed later in this Q&A. 

• Some preparers may not hold educational or other professional credentials but are 
IRS-authorized. These preparers will have a PTIN (Preparer tax identification 
number) and complete continuing education courses required by the IRS and or 
state regulatory agency. 

• All preparers should have a PTIN. 

To read the full blog visit https://www.farmers.gov/blog/ask-the-expert-qa-on-choosing-tax-
professional-with-tamara-cushing. 
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USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland 
and Improve Property 
Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These 
microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans 
looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming 
operations. 

Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, 
fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. 

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water 
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the 
application process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans 
to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified 
producers and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local County USDA Service 
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

 

Free Farm Manager Apprentice Training 
Farmers, are you searching for your future manager or supervisor? Whether you have a 
current employee who could use some additional training, or are seeking to hire a new 
team member, The Beginning Farm and Ranch Management Apprenticeship provides a 
structured pathway for aspiring farm managers to develop the knowledge and skills they 
need to be successful on your farm. The Center for Land-Based Learning covers all tuition 
for coursework and provides support for farmers and apprentices. To learn more about 
training an apprentice, visit https://landbasedlearning.org/apprentice-farmer-mentor 
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Blong Xiong 
Blong.Xiong@usda.gov 

California Farm Service Agency Website 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/ca 

Navdeep Dhillon 
Navdeep.Dhillon@usda.gov 

  

  

Farm Program Chief 

Navdeep Dhillon 
Navdeep.Dhillon@usda.gov 

  

Farm Loan Program Chief 

John Oosterman 
John.Oosterman@usda.gov 

 

    

  

   

 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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