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Secretary Vilsack Announces
Additional 800,000 Acres
Dedicated to Conservation
Reserve Program for Wildlife
Habitat and Wetlands

Secretary Hails Program’s 30th Anniversary,
Announces General Signup Period

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced
today that an additional 800,000 acres of highly
environmentally sensitive land may be enrolled in
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) under
certain wetland and wildlife initiatives that provide
multiple benefits on the same land.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will
accept new offers to participate in CRP under a
general signup to be held Dec. 1, 2015, through
Feb. 26, 2016. Eligible existing program
participants with contracts expiring Sept. 30, 2015,
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will be granted an option for one-year extensions.
Farmers and ranchers interested in removing
sensitive land from agricultural production and
planting grasses or trees to reduce soil erosion,
improve water quality and restore wildlife habitat
are encouraged to enroll.

For 30 years, the Conservation Reserve Program
has helped farmers and ranchers prevent more
than 8 billion tons of soil from eroding, reduce
nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to
cropland by 95 and 85 percent respectively, and
even sequester 43 million tons of greenhouse
gases annually, equal to taking 8 million cars off
the road.

The voluntary Conservation Reserve Program
allows USDA to contract with agricultural
producers so that environmentally sensitive land is
conserved. Participants establish long-term,
resource-conserving plant species to control soil
erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife
habitat. In return, USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) provides participants with rental payments
and cost-share assistance. Contract duration is
between 10 and 15 years.

CRP protects water quality and restores significant
habitat for ducks, pheasants, turkey, quail, deer
and other important wildlife which spurs economic
development like hunting and fishing, outdoor
recreation and tourism across rural

America. Today’s announcement allows an
additional 800,000 acres for duck nesting habitat
and other wetland and wildlife habitat initiatives to
be enrolled in the program.

Farmers and ranchers should consider the various
CRP continuous sign-up initiatives that may help
target specific resource concerns. Financial
assistance is offered for many practices including
conservation buffers and pollinator habitat
plantings, and initiatives such as the highly
erodible lands, bottomland hardwood tree and
longleaf pine.

Farmers and ranchers may visit their FSA county
office for additional information. The 2014 Farm
Bill authorized the enroliment of grasslands in CRP
and information on grasslands enrollment will be
available after the regulation is published later this
summer.

For more information on CRP and other FSA
programs, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Packages Disaster
Protection with Loans to
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Benefit Specialty Crop and
Diversified Producers

Free basic coverage and discounted premiums
available for new and underserved loan applicants

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm
Service Agency (FSA) today announced that
producers who apply for FSA farm loans also will
be offered the opportunity to enroll in new disaster
loss protections created by the 2014 Farm

Bill. The new coverage, available from the
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP), is available to FSA loan applicants who
grow non-insurable crops, so this is especially
important to fruit and vegetable producers and
other specialty crop growers.

New, underserved and limited income specialty
growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for
basic loss coverage at no cost, or higher coverage
for a discounted premium.

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent
of the market price for crop losses that exceed 50
percent of production. Covered crops include
“specialty” crops, for instance, vegetables, fruits,
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery,
aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup,
hay, forage, grazing and energy crops. FSA
allows beginning, underserved or limited income
producers to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days
after the normal application closing date when they
also apply for FSA credit.

In addition to free basic coverage, beginning,
underserved or limited income producers are
eligible for a 50 percent discount on premiums for
the higher levels of coverage that protect up to 65
percent of expected production at 100 percent of
the average market price. Producers also may
work with FSA to protect value-added production,
such as organic or direct market crops, at their fair
market value in those markets. Targeted
underserved groups eligible for free or discounted
coverage are American Indians or Alaskan
Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans,
Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders,
Hispanics, and women.

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including
farm ownership loans, operating loans and
microloans that have a streamlined application
process.

Growers need not apply for an FSA loan, nor be a
beginning, limited resource, or underserved
farmer, to be eligible for Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program assistance. To learn more,
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or
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www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local
FSA office at https://offices.usda.gov.

Agricultural Producers in Connecticut Still Have Time to
Apply for Direct Farm Ownership Loan Program

Low-Interest Loans Can Help Producers Start or Expand Farms

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Connecticut Farm Service Agency (FSA) today
announced that farmers and ranchers still have time to apply for low interest loans available through
the FSA direct farm ownership program. Applications must be approved by Sept. 30, 2015, to take
advantage of the funding available.

Eligible farmers and ranchers can borrow up to $300,000 to buy farmland, construct or repair
buildings, pay closing costs, or promote soil and water conservation. The interest rate can be as low
as 1.5 percent with up to 40 years to repay.

New farmers and ranchers, military veterans, and underserved farmers and ranchers also are
encouraged to apply. Each year Congress targets 80 percent of available loan funds to beginning
and targeted underserved farmers and ranchers. Targeted underserved groups include American
Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians, or other Pacific
Islanders, Hispanics and women.

For more information about farm loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA
office. To find your local FSA county office, visit https://offices.usda.qov

For more information about farm loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA
office. To find your local FSA county office, visit https://offices.usda.gov.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) Offers Farm Bill Website
and Online Overview of Farm Bill Programs

The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the Act), also known as the 2014 Farm Bill, was signed by President
Obama on Feb. 7, 2014. The Act repeals certain programs, continues some programs with modi-
fications, and authorizes several new programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA).
Most of these programs are authorized and funded through 2018.

For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, please visit our Farm Bill website at
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an FSA program overview please read, download and/or print our
recently posted FSA Farm Bill Fact Sheet titled, What's in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service
Agency Customers?

For more information on FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center or visit us online at
www.fsa.usda.gov.

For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, please visit our Farm Bill website at
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an FSA program overview please read, download and/or print our
recently posted FSA Farm Bill Fact Sheet titled, What's in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service
Agency Customers?

For more information on FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center or visit us online at
www.fsa.usda.gov.

2015 Acreage Reporting Dates
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In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list
of county-specific deadlines.

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,”
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA
office.

Filing a Notice of Loss

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for
all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the
FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become
apparent.

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office
by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss,
within the required 15 calendar days.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar
days of the final planting date for the crop.

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office
by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss,
within the required 15 calendar days.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar
days of the final planting date for the crop.

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up

Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar
year 2015 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the
date when the loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent
disaster program. TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree



growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters.

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have
been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own
the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres
annually.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority
funding for members of socially disadvantaged applicants.

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to
his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Risk Management Agency
(RMA) to Prevent Fraud, Waste, and Abuse

FSA supports the RMA in the prevention of fraud, waste and abuse of the Federal Crop Insurance
Program. FSA has been, and will continue to, assist RMA and insurance providers by monitoring
crop conditions throughout the growing season. FSA will continue to refer all suspected cases of
fraud, waste and abuse directly to RMA. Producers can report suspected cases to the county office
staff, the RMA office, or the Office of the Inspector General.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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