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Connecticut Farm Direct Loans
Service Agency

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to
producers who want to establish, maintain or strengthen their farm
or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and service direct
loans.

344 Merrow Road, Suite B
Tolland, CT 06084

Phone: 860-871-4090

Fax: 855-934-2463 Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and

feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm chemicals, insurance and other
costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to
refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real estate.

www.fsa.usda.gov/ct

State Executive Director:

Clark Chapin Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland,

enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair buildings, and to

State Committee: make farm improvements.

Vincent Malerba, Chair The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and

operating loans is $300,000 and a down payment is not required.
Theresa Freund, Member Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral
and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ct

Stephen Jarmoc, Member normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are
not to exceed 40 years.
Edward Kasheta, Member
Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to
Office Staff: apply for a direct farm ownership or operating loan.

Doris Ostrowski,
Administrative Officer

Changing Bank Accounts

Ross Eddy, All FSA payments should be electronically transferred into your

District Director bank account. In order to make timely payments, you need to notify
the office if you close your account or if your bank is purchased by

Sarah Fournier, another financial institution. Payments can be delayed if we are not

Program Specialist aware of changes to account and routing numbers.

Dawn Pindell,

Outreach Specialist

Rebecca Palmer,
Administrative Specialist

Farm Loan & FSFL Interest Rates

* Farm Operating - Direct 2.875%
* Farm Ownership - Direct 3.750%
* Farm Ownership - Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer 1.50%
* Farm Storage Facility Loan (3 years) 1.750%
* Farm Storage Facility Loan (7 years) 2.250%

* Farm Storage Facility Loan (10 years) 2.375%

Annual Review of Payment Eligibility for New Crop Year

All participants of FSA programs who request program benefits are required to submit a completed
CCC-902 (Farming Operation Plan) and CCC-941 Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI)
Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information to be considered for payment eligibility
and payment limitation applicable for the program benefits.

Participants are not required to annually submit new CCC-902s for payment eligibility and payment
limitation purposes unless a change in the farming operation occurs that may affect the
determination of record. A valid CCC-902 filed by the participant is considered to be a continuous
certification used for all payment eligibility and payment limitation determinations applicable for the
program benefits requested.

Participants are responsible for ensuring that all CCC-902 and CCC-941 and related forms on file in
the county Office are correct at all times. Participants are required to timely notify the county office



of any changes in the farming operation that may affect the determination of record by filing a new
or updated CCC-902 as applicable.

Changes that may require a NEW determination include, but are not limited to, a change of:
e  Shares of a contract, which may reflect:

-A land lease from cash rent to share rent
-A land lease from share rent to cash rent (subject to the cash rent tenant rule)

-A modification of a variable/fixed bushel-rent arrangement

e The size of the producer’s farming operation by the addition or reduction of cropland that
may affect the application of a cropland factor

e The structure of the farming operation, including any change to a member's share

e The contribution of farm inputs of capital, land, equipment, active personal labor, and/or
active personal management

e Farming interests not previously disclosed on CCC-902 including the farming interests of a
spouse or minor child

¢ Financial status that may affect the 3-year average for the determination of average AGI or
other changes that affects eligibility under the average adjusted gross income limitations.

Participants are encouraged to file or review these forms within the deadlines established for each
applicable program for which program benefits are being requested.

Reporting Organic Crops

Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price
and selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:

name of certified individuals

address

telephone number

effective date of certification

certificate number

list of commodities certified

name and address of certifying agent

a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer
zone acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of
certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.



For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office,
visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Agriculture Meetings & Deadlines

December 6 - New Farm Succession School, all day, at CT Farm Bureau, Wethersfield; Fee;
www.landforgood.org/events

December 9 - Greenhouse Vegetable Production in Hydroponic & Soiless Systems; 9:30 to 4;
UConn Floriculture Greenhouse, Storrs; rosa.raudale@uconn.edu

January 2 - Report your honey production/colonies to the FSA office for future program
participation. And through the year, report within 30 calendar days of the date colonies of bees are
acquired, brought into, or removed from the county.

January 8 - UConn Extension's Vegetable and Small Fruit Growers Conference, 8 to 4, Maneeley's
Conference Center, Windsor, $40 advance, $60 at the door; MacKenzie.White@uconn.edu

January 15 - Report your acreage for apples, peaches, fall seeded grains, and grapes to the FSA
office to meet crop insurance and NAP requirements and other program participation

The Census of Agriculture is a Producer's Voice, Future, and
Opportunity

In December farmers and ranchers across the nation will receive the 2017 Census of Agriculture.
Producers can mail in their completed census form, or respond online via the improved web
guestionnaire. The online questionnaire has been revised extensively to make it more convenient
for producers.

Conducted once every five years, the census of agriculture is a complete count of all U.S. farms,
ranches, and those who operate them; it is the only source of uniform, comprehensive, and impartial
agriculture data for every state and county in the nation.

Farmers and ranchers, trade associations, government, extension educators, researchers, and
many others rely on census of agriculture data when making decisions that shape American
agriculture — from creating and funding farm programs to boosting services for communities and the
industry. The census of agriculture is a producer's voice, future, and opportunity.

For more information about the 2017 Census of Agriculture, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov or call
(800) 727-9540.FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who
want to establish, maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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