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USDA Launches Trade Mitigation 
Programs 
USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting 
farmers suffering from damage due to unjustified trade retaliation 
by foreign nations.  Producers of certain commodities can now sign 
up for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP). 

USDA provided details in August of the programs to be employed. 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will administer the Market 
Facilitation Program (MFP) to provide payments to corn, cotton, 
dairy, hog, sorghum, soybean, and wheat producers.  

The sign-up period for MFP is now open and runs through Jan. 15, 
2019, with information and instructions provided at 
www.farmers.gov/mfp.  MFP provides payments to cotton, corn, 
dairy, hog, sorghum, soybean, and wheat producers who have 
been significantly impacted by actions of foreign governments 
resulting in the loss of traditional exports.  Eligible producers should 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/20caf01
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwOTEzLjk0ODM3NzgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDkxMy45NDgzNzc4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjM4NzUxJmVtYWlsaWQ9ZGF3bi5waW5kZWxsQGN0LnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1kYXduLnBpbmRlbGxAY3QudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&103&&&https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2018/08/27/usda-announces-details-assistance-farmers-impacted-unjustified
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwOTEzLjk0ODM3NzgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDkxMy45NDgzNzc4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjM4NzUxJmVtYWlsaWQ9ZGF3bi5waW5kZWxsQGN0LnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1kYXduLnBpbmRlbGxAY3QudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&104&&&http://www.farmers.gov/mfp


Contact Information: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/ct  

State Office Staff:  

Doris Ostrowski, 
Administrative Officer  

Ross Eddy, 
District Director  

Sarah Fournier,  
Program Specialist  

Dawn Pindell,  
Outreach Specialist  

Rebecca Palmer,  
Administrative Specialist  

Farm Loan:  

Julie Kolodji,  
Farm Loan Chief  

  

apply after harvest is complete, as payments will only be issued 
once production is reported.  

A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total 
production, multiplied by the MFP rate for a specific commodity.  A 
second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by USDA.  

Commodity                Est. Initial Payment**            Initial 
Payment Rate (in $1,000s) 

Cotton                         $0.06/lb.                                  $276,900 
Corn                            $0.01/bu.                                 $96,000 
Dairy (milk)                  $0.12/cwt.                               $127,400 
Pork (hogs)                 $8.00/head                              $290,300 
Soybeans                    $1.65/bu.                                 $3,629,700 
Sorghum                     $0.86/bu.                                 $156,800 
Wheat                         $0.14/bu.                                 $119,200 
Total                                                                           $4,696,300 

**Initial payment rate on 50% of production  

MFP payments are limited to a combined $125,000 for corn, cotton, 
sorghum, soybeans, and wheat capped per person or legal 
entity.  MFP payments are also limited to a combined $125,000 for 
dairy and hog producers.  

Applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income for 
tax years 2014, 2015, and 2016 of less than $900,000. Applicants 
must also comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land 
and Wetland Conservation regulations. 

For more further information or to locate and contact local FSA 
offices, interested producers can visit www.farmers.gov 

 
 

Dates & More 
Sept. 15   - "Feeding Pasture and Forages" two farms will be visited. Start at 2:30 pm Buttonwood 
Farm, 471 Shetucket Avenue, Griswold. Info: sarah.kubik@ct.usda.gov 

Sept. 22   - "Celebrating Agriculture" 8 to 3, Woodstock Fairgrounds; www.celebratingagriculture.org  

Sept. 27  -  "Planning for Agritourism for Connecticut Farmers" 6:30 pm, Woodstock Town Hall 

Sept. 28 - 2018 ARC/PLC enrollment deadline and 2018 outstanding MPP premiums due 

October 1 – 2019 acreage reporting deadline for value loss and controlled environment crops 
(Christmas trees, aquaculture, sod, etc.)  

         Interactive tool for farmers: https://newctfarmers.com/new-farmer-bucket-list/ 
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Being Prepared When Natural Disasters Strike 
USDA recently launched a disaster assistance discovery tool through its new website Farmers.gov 
that walks producers through five questions to help them identify personalized results of which 
USDA disaster assistance programs can help them recover after a natural disaster. 

In a continuing effort to serve the public, USDA also partnered with FEMA and other disaster-
focused organizations and created the Disaster Resource Center website, located at 
www.usda.gov/topics/disaster. This central source of information utilizes a searchable 
knowledgebase of disaster-related resources powered by agents with subject matter expertise. The 
Disaster Resource Center website and web tool now provide an easy access point to find USDA 
disaster information and assistance. 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) administers many safety-net programs to help producers 
recover from eligible losses, including the Livestock Indemnity Program, the Emergency Assistance 
for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program, Emergency Forest Restoration Program 
(PDF, 257 KB) and the Tree Assistance Program. The FSA Emergency Conservation Program 
provides funding and technical assistance for farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate farmland 
damaged by natural disasters. Producers located in counties that receive a primary or contiguous 
disaster designation are eligible for low-interest emergency loans to help them recover from 
production and physical losses. Compensation also is available to producers who purchased 
coverage through the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, which protects non-insurable 
crops against natural disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses or prevented planting. USDA 
encourages farmers and ranchers to contact their local FSA office to learn what documents can 
help the local office expedite assistance, such as farm records, receipts and pictures of damages or 
losses. 

Producers with coverage through the federal crop insurance program administered by the Risk 
Management Agency should contact their crop insurance agent. Those who purchased crop 
insurance will be paid for covered losses. Producers should report crop damage within 72 hours of 
damage discovery and follow up in writing within 15 days. 

The NRCS Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) provides financial assistance to repair 
and prevent excessive soil erosion that can result from high rainfall events and flooding. 
Conservation practices supported through EQIP protect the land and aid in recovery, can build the 
natural resource base, and might help mitigate loss in future events. 

USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture provides support for disaster education through the 
Extension Disaster Education Network (EDEN). EDEN is a collaborative multi-state effort with land-
grant universities and Cooperative Extension Services across the country, using research-based 
education and resources to improve the delivery of services to citizens affected by disasters. 
EDEN's goal is to improve the nation's ability to mitigate, prepare for, prevent, respond to and 
recover from disasters. EDEN equips county-based Extension educators to share research-based 
resources in local disaster management and recovery efforts. The EDEN website offers a 
searchable database of Extension professionals, resources, member universities and disaster 
agency websites, education materials to help people deal with a wide range of hazards, and food 
and agricultural defense educational resources. 

For complete details and eligibility requirements regarding USDA's disaster assistance programs, 
contact a local USDA Service Center. More information about USDA disaster assistance, as well as 
other disaster resources, is available on the USDA Disaster Resource Center website, located at 
www.usda.gov/topics/disaster. 
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Maintaining Good Credit History 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs require that applicants have a satisfactory credit 
history. A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are 
reviewed to verify outstanding debts, if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash 
flow.   

Information found on a customer’s credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in 
conducting FSA business.  

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will 
provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is 
up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies. 

 There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score.  

• Make sure to pay bills on time. Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can 
be an effective way to remember payment due dates. 

• Pay down existing debt. 
• Keep your credit card balances low. 
• Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts. 

FSA's farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a 
loan after improving or correcting your credit report. For more information on FSA farm loan 
programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov 

 
Loan Servicing 
There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a 
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to 
learn about the options available to you.  

 
Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation  
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential 
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.   

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before 
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but 
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan 
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an 
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the 
Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your 
project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site 
preparation or ground disturbance.   

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of 
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.   

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA 
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved.  

 
USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2018 
Farmers and ranchers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) safety net program still have time to enroll for the 2018 crop year. The enrollment 
period for farms without generic base acres will end on Sept. 28, 2018. Producers with generic base 
acres have until Dec. 7, 2018, to allocate generic base acres, update yields, make a program 
election for seed cotton base acres and enroll farms that formerly contained generic base acres.   

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must enroll by 
signing a contract each program year.   

The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment period will not be eligible for 
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or farm 
revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 
Producers who made their elections in previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enrollment 
period. 

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to 
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered 
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed, wheat and upland cotton. For more details regarding these programs, go 
to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

 
Farmers to Receive Documentation of USDA Services 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that FSA provides a receipt to 
customers who request or receive assistance or information on FSA programs. 

The 2014 Farm Bill requires a customer receipt to be issued for any agricultural program assistance 
requested from FSA, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development 
(RD). Receipts include the date, summary of the visit and any agricultural information, program 
and/or loan assistance provided to an individual or entity. Electronic receipts for acreage reports 
began on Aug. 1, 2016.  

A service is any information, program or loan assistance provided whether through a visit, email, fax 
or letter.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 
 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
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