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USDA Issues First Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program Payments

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced the
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has already approved more
than $545 million in payments to producers who have applied for
the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program. FSA began taking
applications May 26, and the agency has received over 86,000
applications for this important relief program.

In the first six days of the application period, FSA has already made
payments to more than 35,000 producers. Out of the gate, the top
five states for CFAP payments are lllinois, Kansas, Wisconsin,
Nebraska, and South Dakota. USDA has released data on
application progress and program payments and will release further
updates each Monday at 2:00pm ET. The report can be viewed at
farmers.gov/cfap.

FSA will accept applications through August 28, 2020. Through
CFAP, USDA is making available $16 billion in financial assistance
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to producers of agricultural commodities who have suffered a five-
percent-or-greater price decline due to COVID-19 and face
additional significant marketing costs as a result of lower demand,
surplus production, and disruptions to shipping patterns and the
orderly marketing of commodities.

In order to do this, producers will receive 80 percent of their
maximum total payment upon approval of the application. The
remaining portion of the payment, not to exceed the payment limit,
will be paid at a later date nationwide, as funds remain available.

Getting Help from FSA

New customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP
application process can call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a
USDA employee ready to offer general assistance. This is a
recommended first step before a producer engages the team at the
FSA county office at their local USDA Service Center.

Producers can download the CFAP application and other eligibility
forms from farmers.gov/cfap. Also, on that webpage, producers can
find a payment calculator to help producers identify sales and
inventory records needed to apply and calculate potential
payments. Producers self-certify their records when applying for
CFAP and that documentation is not submitted with the application.
However, producers may be asked for their documentation to
support the certification of eligible commaodities, so producers
should retain the information used to complete their application.

Those who use the online calculator tool will be able to print a pre-
filled CFAP application, sign it, and submit it to your local FSA
office either electronically or via hand delivery through an office
drop box. Please contact your local office to determine the
preferred delivery method for your local office. Team members at
FSA county offices will be able to answer detailed questions and
help producers apply quickly and efficiently through phone and
online tools. Find contact information for your local office at
farmers.gov/cfap.

Policy Clarifications

FSA has been working with stakeholder groups to provide further
clarification to producers on the CFAP program. For example, the
agency has published a matrix of common marketing contracts that
impact eligibility for non-specialty crops and has provided a table
that crosswalks common livestock terms to CFAP cattle categories.
Updated information can be found in the frequently asked questions
section of the CFAP website.

More Information
To find the latest information on CFAP, visit farmers.gov/CFAP or
call 877-508-8364.

FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers
Impacted by COVID-19

Set-Aside Delays Loan Payments for Borrowers
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USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan
provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans
who are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In
some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers who have already had one
payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster.

FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside
authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations
of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a loan payment Set-
Aside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local FSA county office.

The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to
accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current
production cycle.

FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for
servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants
and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to discuss loan making and
servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers participating in FSA’s guaranteed
loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office
contact information, can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus.

FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature. Some
services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the
farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain program
applications and payments. Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request
conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in.

USDA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into
the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible.
All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources
Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center
to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

5 Steps to Complete After Spring Planting
With #Plant2020 in the rear-view mirror, it's time to think about next steps on your farm.

Your USDA team understands that the real work continues after planting. We know the rest of
spring and summer will be spent scouting crops, irrigating or waiting for timely rains for your non-
irrigated fields, and monitoring weed and insect pressure.

Before you get too busy, there are five things to keep in mind after planting.

USDA Accepting Proposals for State Acres for Wildlife
Enhancement Initiative

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is now accepting new or modified
proposals from state governments for its State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) Initiative.
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Through SAFE, vital habitat is restored to meet high-priority state wildlife conservation goals. The
deadline to submit proposals is June 19.

SAFE practices must be used to restore animal habitats for the following categories:

e rare, threatened and endangered species
e species that have suffered a significant population decline
e species that provide significant social or economic value to the community.

SAFE grass and tree practices were moved to the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General
Signup in 2019 and competed against other offers, while buffer and wetland practices remain under
continuous CRP signup.

When submitted, proposals must include an overview of the project accomplishments, a list of all
practices planned, the commitment of the state and participants and the planned outreach efforts.

For more information about SAFE and submitting a proposal, contact your FSA state office at 352-
379-4520.

USDA Reports Record Enroliment in Key Farm Safety-Net
Programs

Producers signed a record 1.77 million contracts for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2019 crop year, which is
more than 107 percent of the total contracts signed compared with a 5-year average. USDA also
reminds producers that June 30 is the deadline to enroll in ARC and PLC for the 2020 crop year.

Producers interested in enrolling for 2020 should contact their FSA county office. Producers must
enroll by June 30 and make their one-time update to PLC payment yields by September 30.

FSA attributes the significant participation in the 2019 crop year ARC and PLC programs to
increased producer interest in the programs under the 2018 Farm Bill and to an increase in eligible
farms because of the selling and buying of farms and new opportunities for beginning farmers and
military veterans with farms having 10 or fewer base acres. Enroliment for 2019 ended March 16.

USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and
field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue
to come into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools
whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural
Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their
Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at
farmers.gov/coronavirus.

For more information on ARC and PLC, download the program fact sheet or the 2014-2018 farm
bills comparison fact sheet. Online ARC and PLC election decision tools are available at
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. To locate the nearest USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov/service-
center-locator.

Loan Servicing
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There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to
learn about the options available to you.

The Importance of Responding to NASS Surveys

The U.S. Department of Agriculture's National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts
hundreds of surveys every year and prepares reports covering virtually every aspect of U.S.
agriculture.

Producers who receive survey questionnaires should respond quickly and online if possible.

The results of the surveys help determine the structure of USDA farm programs, such as soil rental
rates for the Conservation Reserve Program and prices and yields used for the Agriculture Risk
Coverage and Price Loss Coverage programs. This county-level data is critical for USDA farm
payment determinations. Survey responses also help associations, businesses and policymakers
advocate for their industry and help educate others on the importance of agriculture.

NASS safeguards the privacy of all respondents and publishes only aggregate data, ensuring that
no individual operation or producer can be identified.

NASS data is available online at nass.usda.gov/Publications and through the searchable Quick
Stats database. Watch a video on how NASS data is used at youtube.com/watch?v=m-
4zinh26io&feature=youtu.be.

Document the Drought: USDA U.S. Drought Monitor Offers
Producers a Voice to Report Drought Impacts

The U.S. Drought Monitor’s reporting feature offers producers an opportunity to submit drought
impact and condition reports.

The USDA, in partnership with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the
University of Nebraska in Lincoln, produced the U.S. Drought Monitor to include a reporting feature
that allows producers to report local drought impacts and conditions.

The report allows producers to:

Provide a written description of drought impacts on livelihood, activities, etc.;

Select categories to show losses and gains as a result of the drought;

Report on the duration of drought event;

Select Affected Places — geographic areas ranging from an entire state to a small area
within a state;

Submit images that document the drought and its impact;

e Provide contact information (includes an option to keep information confidential).

The reporting tool for producers to record the effects of the drought can be accessed at the
following link: droughtreporter.unl.edu/submitreport/

More information including state specific drought impact maps can be found on the U. S. Drought
Monitor homepage: droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home.aspx
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Weather the Storm: FEMA Mobile App Provides Weather
Alerts and Safety Tips

USDA offers programs to help producers recover from disasters; FEMA can help you prepare
ahead of time.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) recently launched a free mobile app that will
instruct the public on what to do before, during and after emergencies. The app is available for
download for Apple, Android and Blackberry mobile devices.

Download the app to:

e Receive alerts from the National Weather Service for up to five locations

o Get safety reminders, read tips to survive natural disasters and customize your emergency
checklist

e Locate open shelters and where to talk to FEMA in person (or on the phone)

Upload and share your disaster photos to help first responders.

For more information about the FEMA app, visit fema.gov/mobile-app. To download the FEMA app
from the Apple Store visit itunes.apple.com/us/app/fema/id474807486?mt=8. To download the
FEMA app on Google Play for Android visit:
play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.fema.mobile.android&hl=en

Dates to Remember

June 19 - Deadline for SAFE proposals

June 30 - Deadline to enroll in ARC and PLC for the 2020 crop year
July 3 - Holiday Observed. Offices Closed.

July 6 - Urban Agriculture Innovative grants application deadline

August 28 - CFAP sign-up ends

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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