October 15, 2020
L_J_SDA United States

=—== Department of
ol .oicuiture

Farm Service Agency Electronic News Service

N/

NEWSLETTER

GovDelivery

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.

e Dairy Margin Coverage Program Enroliment for 2021 Opened Oct. 13

e Enrollment Begins for Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage Programs for

2021

e USDA Announces Oct. 30 Deadline to Submit Wildfire, Hurricane Disaster Assistance

Applications

New to Farming Because of the Pandemic? USDA Can Help

Blueberry Growers Need to Make Insurance Decisions Soon

Avocado Fruit Growers Need to Make Insurance Decisions Soon

FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County Committee Elections

USDA Offers Annual Installment Deferral Option for Farm Storage Facility Loan Borrowers

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

Dates to Remember

Florida FSA Newsletter

Florida Farm Service
Agency

4500 NW 27th Avenue
Bldg D-1

Gainesville, FL 32606
Phone: 352-379-4500

https://www.fsa.usda.qgov/fl

State Committee:

Michelle Williamson (Chair)
Mike Adams

Jimmy LeFils

Mack Glass

Mark Sodders

State Executive Director:
Sherry McCorkle

Dairy Margin Coverage Program
Enrollment for 2021 Opened Oct. 13

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) began accepting
applications for the Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program on
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 for 2021 enroliment.

Signup runs through Dec. 11, 2020. DMC is a voluntary risk
management program that offers protection to dairy producers
when the difference between the all-milk price and the average
feed price (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected
by the producer. DMC payments triggered for seven months in
2019 and three months so far in 2020. More than 23,000
operations enrolled in DMC in 2019, and more than 13,000 in 2020.

To determine the appropriate level of coverage for a specific dairy
operation, producers can utilize the recently updated online dairy
decision tool. The decision tool is designed to assist producers with
calculating total premium costs and administrative fees associated
with participation in DMC. An informational video is available, too.
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Division Chiefs: Improvements to the decision tool, made in cooperation with

representatives from the University of Minnesota and University of
Administrative Officer Wisconsin, include historical analysis that illustrates what DMC
Mark Cotrell indemnity payments might have been had the program been
available over the previous two decades. The analysis indicates
that over the course of time, DMC payments made to producers
exceed premiums paid. These decision tool enhancements provide
a more comprehensive decision support experience for producers
considering DMC.

Farm Program
Tom Hockert

Farm Loans

Christy Marshall In addition to DMC, USDA offers a variety of programs that have

helped dairy producers, including insurance, disaster assistance,
Please contact your local FSA 504 conservation programs. Most recently, the Coronavirus Food
Office for questions specific o Agsistance Program 1 provided $1.75 billion in direct relief to dairy
your operation or county. producers who faced price declines and additional marketing costs
due to COVID-19 in early 2020. Now, signup is underway for the
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2, which provides another
round of assistance for dairy producers and many other eligible
producers.

For more information, visit farmers.gov DMC webpage, or contact
your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office,
visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some
that are open to visitors to conduct business in person by
appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct
business with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or
any other Service Center agency should call ahead and schedule
an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments
will pre-screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel,
and visitors must adhere to social distancing guidelines. Visitors are
required to wear a face covering during their appointment. Field
work will continue with appropriate social distancing. Our program
delivery staff will be in the office, and they will be working with our
producers in office, by phone, and using online tools. More
information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Enrollment Begins for Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price
Loss Coverage Programs for 2021

Agricultural producers can now make elections and enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC)
and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2021 crop year. The signup period opened
Tuesday, Oct. 13. These key U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety-net programs help
producers weather fluctuations in either revenue or price for certain crops, and more than $5 billion
in payments are in the process of going out to producers who signed up for the 2019 crop year.

Enrollment for the 2021 crop year closes March 15, 2021.

ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue
declines below a specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on historical
base acres when the effective price for a covered commodity falls below its reference price.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed,
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.
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2021 Elections and Enroliment

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in crop-by-crop ARC-County or PLC, or ARC-Individual for
the entire farm, for the 2021 crop year. Although election changes for 2021 are optional, enroliment
(signed contract) is required for each year of the program. If a producer has a multi-year contract on
the farm and makes an election change for 2021, it will be necessary to sign a new contract.

If an election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2021, the election defaults to the current
election for crops on the farm from the prior crop year.

For crop years 2022 and 2023, producers will have an opportunity to make new elections during
those signups. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a share interest in the
farm.

2019 Crop Year ARC and PLC Payments

FSA began processing payments last week for 2019 ARC-County (ARC-CO) and PLC on covered
commodities that met payment triggers on farms enrolled for the 2019 crop year. In addition to the
$5 billion now in process, FSA anticipates it will issue additional payments by the end of November
for 2019 commodities covered under ARC-Individual (ARC-IC) and additional commaodities that
trigger PLC and ARC-CO payments for which rates have not yet been published

Producers who had 2019 covered commodities enrolled in ARC-CO can visit the ARC and PLC
webpage for payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity. For farms and
covered commodities enrolled in 2019 PLC, the following crops met payment triggers: barley,
canola, chickpeas (small and large), corn, dry peas, grain sorghum, lentils, peanuts, seed cotton
and wheat.

Oats and soybeans did not meet 2019 PLC payment triggers.

2019 PLC payment rates for the following covered commodities have not been determined: crambe,
flaxseed, long and medium grain rice, mustard seed, rapeseed, safflower, sesame seed, sunflower
seed and temperate Japonica rice. Payment rates for these commaodities will be announced at a
later date.

Web-Based Decision Tools

In partnership with USDA, the University of lllinois and Texas A&M University offer web-based
decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific
to their respective farming operations. Tools include:

e Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, the University of lllinois tool that offers farmers the
ability to run payment estimate modeling for their farms and counties for ARC-County and
PLC.

e ARC and PLC Decision Tool, the Texas A&M tool allows producers to analyze payment
yield updates and expected payments for 2021. Producers who have used the tool in the
past should see their username and much of their farm data already available in the
system.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC, including two online decision tools that assist producers in
making enrollment and election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and PLC

webpage.

For additional questions and assistance, contact your local USDA service center. To locate your
local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.
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USDA Announces Oct. 30 Deadline to Submit Wildfire,
Hurricane Disaster Assistance Applications

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced Friday, Oct. 30, 2020, as the deadline
to submit applications for the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program — Plus (WHIP+) for 2018
and 2019 losses. USDA did not originally specify a deadline when the program was announced.

WHIP+ compensates producers for losses due to hurricanes, floods, snowstorms, tornadoes,
typhoons, volcanic activity, drought, excessive moisture, and wildfires occurring in calendar years
2018 and 2019. Drought and excessive moisture were added as eligible losses for the program in
March 2020. To date, FSA has received more than 133,000 applications for WHIP+ disaster
assistance and paid out nearly $1.4 billion in WHIP+ benefits.

Next week, FSA will launch a new tool on the farmers.gov WHIP+ webpage to help producers
understand eligibility for the program and whether they had possible losses in 2018 and 2019. The
tool will also allow producers an opportunity to provide information for FSA staff to reach out to
them.

FSA will announce soon the details for producers who experienced quality loss from 2018 and 2019
natural disaster events authorized in appropriations legislation. There will be a separate signup
period for producers reporting quality loss.

For more information or application assistance, visit farmers.gov WHIP+ webpage, or contact your
local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

New to Farming Because of the Pandemic? USDA Can Help

Are you new to farming because of the pandemic? USDA can help you get started — everything
from helping you register your farm to getting financial assistance and advice. Our team members,
based at USDA Service Centers across the country, are hearing from people who are interested in
more space and working the land, and we want to let you know we can help.

Get Started with USDA

First, you want to make sure your farm is registered. If you purchased land, it might already be
established with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) with a farm number on file. If not, FSA can
help you register your farm.

To obtain a farm number, you'll bring an official tax ID (Social Security number or an employer ID)
and a property deed. If you do not own the land, bring a lease agreement to show you have control
of the property to your FSA representative. If your operation is incorporated or an entity, you may
also need to provide proof that you have signature authority and the legal ability to enter contracts
with USDA.

Access to Capital

USDA can provide access to capital through its farm loans, which is a great resource when
producers aren’t able to get a loan from a traditional lender. Loans can help with purchasing land or
equipment or with operating costs, and FSA even offers microloans, which are especially popular
among producers with smaller farms. For more information, check out our Farm Loan Discovery
Tool.

Conservation Practices

We can help you make conservation improvements to your farm, which are good for your bottom
line and your operation. We’ll help you develop a conservation plan as well as apply for financial
assistance that’ll cover the bulk of the costs for implementing. To learn more about some of the
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conservation practices that we help producers with, check out our Conservation at Work Video
Series.

If you purchase land, and you don’t want to farm all of it, you can look at either a conservation
easement or managing for native shrubs and grasses through either the Agricultural Conservation
Easement Program or Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Easements are long-term, while a
CRP contract is 10-15 years. These are good options for lands with land that is not optimal for
production or sensitive lands like wetlands and grasslands.

Additional Resources

Depending on your farm, you may want to look at crop insurance. The USDA’s Risk Management
Agency provides crop insurance to help you manage risks on your farm. There are many types of
insurance products available for a wide variety of production practices, including organic and
sustainable agriculture.

Your local communities also have great resources for farmers including conservation districts, Rural
Development, cooperative extensions, and different farming groups. To get started with USDA,
contact your local USDA service center.

Blueberry Growers Need to Make Insurance Decisions Soon

The USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) reminds Florida blueberry growers that the final date
to apply for crop insurance coverage for the 2021 crop year is November 20. Growers who are
interested in the Whole-Farm Revenue Protection policy and are late fiscal year filers have until
November 20 to apply for crop insurance. Current policyholders who wish to make changes to their
existing coverage also have until the November 20 sales closing date to do so.

Federal crop insurance is critical to the farm safety net. It helps producers and owners manage
revenue risks and strengthens the rural economy. Coverage is available for blueberries in Alachua,
Citrus, De Soto, Hardee, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough, Lake, Marion, Orange, Pasco,
Polk, Putnam, and Sumter counties. Coverage is available for Whole-Farm Revenue Protection in
all Florida counties.

Growers are encouraged to visit their crop insurance agent soon to learn specific details for the
2021 crop year.

RMA is authorizing additional flexibilities due to coronavirus while continuing to support producers,
working through Approved Insurance Providers (AlIPs) to deliver services, including processing
policies, claims, and agreements. RMA staff are working with AIPs and other customers by phone,
mail, and electronically to continue supporting crop insurance coverage for producers. Farmers with
crop insurance questions or needs should continue to contact their insurance agents about
conducting business remotely (by telephone or email). More information can be found at
farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop insurance agents. A list of crop
insurance agents is available online using the RMA Agent Locator. Producers can use the RMA
Cost Estimator to get a premium amount estimate of their insurance needs online. Learn more
about crop insurance and the modern farm safety net at www.rma.usda.gov.

Avocado Fruit Growers Need to Make Insurance Decisions
Soon

The USDA'’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) reminds Florida avocado fruit growers that the final
date to apply for crop insurance coverage for the 2021 crop year is November 30. Current
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policyholders who wish to make changes to their existing coverage also have until the November 30
sales closing date to do so.

Federal crop insurance is critical to the farm safety net. It helps producers and owners manage
revenue risks and strengthens the rural economy. Coverage is available for avocado fruit in Miami-
Dade County.

Growers are encouraged to visit their crop insurance agent soon to learn specific details for the
2021 crop year.

RMA is authorizing additional flexibilities due to coronavirus while continuing to support producers,
working through Approved Insurance Providers (AIPs) to deliver services, including processing
policies, claims, and agreements. RMA staff are working with AIPs and other customers by phone,
mail, and electronically to continue supporting crop insurance coverage for producers. Farmers with
crop insurance questions or needs should continue to contact their insurance agents about
conducting business remotely (by telephone or email). More information can be found at
farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop insurance agents. A list of crop
insurance agents is available online using the RMA Agent Locator. Producers can use the RMA
Cost Estimator to get a premium amount estimate of their insurance needs online. Learn more
about crop insurance and the modern farm safety net at www.rma.usda.gov.

FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County
Committee Elections

The 2020 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections will begin on Nov. 2, 2020, when
ballots are mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to return ballots to local FSA offices, or to be
postmarked, is Dec. 7, 2020.

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and provide a
link between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to county
committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to
make decisions on commodity price support programs, conservation programs, incentive indemnity
and disaster programs for some commodities, emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees
operate within official regulations designed to carry out federal laws.

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program. A
person who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an
entire farm, may also be eligible to vote.

Eligible voters in local administrative areas who do not receive a ballot can obtain one from their
local USDA Service Center.

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2021.

More information on county committees, such as the new 2020 fact sheet, can be found on the FSA
website at fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local USDA Service Center.

USDA Offers Annual Instaliment Deferral Option for Farm
Storage Facility Loan Borrowers

To assist Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) borrowers experiencing financial hardship from the
pandemic and other challenges in production agriculture, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is
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offering a one-time annual installment payment deferral option. No fees or prepayment penalties
apply for borrowers who choose this FSFL loan flexibility option.

Eligible borrowers can request a one-time only annual installment payment deferral for loans having
terms of three, five, seven or ten years. The installment deferral option is not available for 12-year
term loans.

The FSFL installment payments will remain the same, except for the last year. The original loan
interest rate and annual payment due date will remain the same. However, because the installment
payment deferral is a one-year loan term extension, the final payment will be higher due to
additional accrued interest.

Borrowers interested in exercising the one-time annual installment deferral option should contact
FSA to make the request and to obtain, complete and sign required forms.

FSFLs provide low-interest financing for producers to store, handle and transport eligible
commodities.

More Information

In addition to offering flexibilities for FSFLs, FSA has also made other flexibilities to help producers
impacted by the pandemic, including relaxing the loan-making process for farm operating and
ownership loans and implementing the Disaster Set-Aside provision that enables an upcoming
installment on a direct loan to be set aside for the year. More information on these flexibilities can
be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit
farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has several loan programs to help you start or continue an
agriculture production. Farm ownership and operating loans are available.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to
his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

Dates to Remember

October 13 - Dairy Margin Coverage Program Enroliment for 2021 Opens

October 30 - WHIP+ Deadline

November 11 - Federal Holiday Observed. Offices Closed.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMTUuMjg3NjU4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.GJQ2QTr4azOpMs8famEc4iP-ghm4hWm0ojfwfBYHP18%2Fs%2F78316685%2Fbr%2F86895726999-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C20bfcc5969674994ea7808d871020547%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637383600832708674%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=N0SKVaQ1340FCBR5vqTls2YhjL0ofjGkNkBiD9BIB4E%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMTUuMjg3NjU4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9zZXJ2aWNlLWNlbnRlci1sb2NhdG9yP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.mShILHi-nyXF66iP9ADLW8TD21I3wWMSUvwX2Se3BjU%2Fs%2F78316685%2Fbr%2F86895726999-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C20bfcc5969674994ea7808d871020547%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637383600832718627%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=j8klZIOyx5XR%2FhAdp9HHwBCw63PKzVaeitBLgUo6Pp4%3D&reserved=0

November 26 - Federal Holiday Observed. Offices Closed.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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