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USDA Announces Increase to Certain 
Incentive Payments for Continuous 
Conservation Reserve Program  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture is increasing incentive 
payments for practices installed on land enrolled in the Continuous 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) is upping the Practice Incentive Payment for 
installing practices, from 5 percent to 20 percent. Additionally, 
producers will receive a 10 percent incentive payment for water 
quality practices on land enrolled in CRP’s continuous signup.  FSA 
administers CRP on behalf of the Commodity Credit Corporation. 

Under continuous CRP, producers can enroll environmentally 
sensitive land devoted to certain conservation practices with signup 
available at any time. FSA automatically accepts offers provided 
the land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the 
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enrollment levels do not exceed the number of acres FSA is 
allowed to enroll in CRP, which was set by the 2018 Farm Bill. 

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands 
conservation programs in the United States. It was originally 
intended primarily to control soil erosion and potentially stabilize 
commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The 
program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation 
and economic benefits. The program marks its 35-year anniversary 
this month. Program successes include: 

• Preventing more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, 
which is enough soil to fill 600 million dump trucks; 

• Reducing nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to 
annually tilled cropland by 95% and 85%, respectively; 

• Sequestering an annual average of 49 million tons of 
greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 million cars off the 
road; 

• Creating more than 3 million acres of restored wetlands 
while protecting more than 175,000 stream miles with 
riparian forest and grass buffers, which is enough to go 
around the world seven times; and 

• Benefiting bees and other pollinators and increasing 
populations of ducks, pheasants, turkey, bobwhite quail, 
prairie chickens, grasshopper sparrows and many other 
birds. 

The successes of CRP contribute to USDA’s Agriculture Innovation 
Agenda and its goal of reducing the environmental footprint of  U.S. 
agriculture by half by 2050. Earlier this year, U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced the Department-wide 
initiative to align resources, programs, and research to position 
American agriculture to better meet future global demands.  

For more information on CRP, visit fsa.usda.gov,  or contact 
your local FSA county office.    

 

 

USDA Service Centers Provide Free, One-on-One Help for 
Farmers 
At USDA, we are committed to helping farmers complete loan applications, environmental reviews, 
and other paperwork free of charge. One-on-one support is available at more than 2,300 USDA 
Service Centers nationwide. USDA’s Farm Service Agency and Natural Resources Conservation 
Service staff are usually co-located at these Service Centers and can help guide farmers to the best 
USDA assistance based on their unique goals, whether it is loans, conservation programs, or 
insurance. 

Service Center staff can guide farmers through the process of preparing and submitting required 
paperwork on their own, with no need to hire a paid preparer. Language translation service is 
available in all USDA Service Centers, so one-on-one assistance with a Service Center employee 
can be translated in real time for farmers requiring it. And while some program and loan applications 
do have an administrative fee for filing, there is never a charge for preparation services provided by 
USDA staff. 

Farmers who work with the USDA Service Center can: 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMTUuMzIwNDUwMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LnVzZGEuZ292L2FpYT91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.ydAnXBik6e_KG2EOoaQWWO2SCQu9dY6uKyXOyNndBoM%2Fs%2F78316685%2Fbr%2F91850388979-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C19cba556f38b4bc1077408d8a0f98a7a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637436340936242503%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YkSp4DvgJbvvXopmOmpfgo%2Fq5rAw1R95N5txnH2Jkjk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMTUuMzIwNDUwMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LnVzZGEuZ292L2FpYT91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.ydAnXBik6e_KG2EOoaQWWO2SCQu9dY6uKyXOyNndBoM%2Fs%2F78316685%2Fbr%2F91850388979-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C19cba556f38b4bc1077408d8a0f98a7a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637436340936242503%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YkSp4DvgJbvvXopmOmpfgo%2Fq5rAw1R95N5txnH2Jkjk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..4SMepCteFWlrc1S1UxDlmzkXbh3ADIa9EB4XdR4VcCA%2Fs%2F78316685%2Fbr%2F91850388979-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C19cba556f38b4bc1077408d8a0f98a7a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637436340936242503%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=c0JPUmbb%2FA%2FO1f8hJxVsbp0zOp6%2Bqu2Ede5I9K4GbN0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMTUuMzIwNDUwMTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9zZXJ2aWNlLWNlbnRlci1sb2NhdG9yP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.HT8tjt2137NtkmDcs70rB49tTWQ4VA-_JuYYkwO6urw%2Fs%2F78316685%2Fbr%2F91850388979-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7C19cba556f38b4bc1077408d8a0f98a7a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637436340936252469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=qmimtj7JZEWgE3DyiBpO%2F%2Bk%2B1M6wFa4CdmSw1hI0Zfw%3D&reserved=0


• Establish their farm by registering for a farm number, which is required for USDA programs 
and assistance. 

• Learn how to meet conservation compliance provisions. 
• Verify eligibility for USDA programs. 
• Discuss their business and conservation goals. 
• Create a conservation plan. 
• Fill out and file loan and program applications. 

We are committed to delivering USDA programs and services to America’s farmers and ranchers 
while taking safety measures in response to COVID-19. We encourage you to check the status of 
your local USDA Service Center and make an appointment to discuss your business needs. 

 

Heirs’ Property Landowners 
USDA recently launched a new website for producers to find information on heirs’ property. 

Heirs’ property is family owned land that is jointly owned by descendants of a deceased person 
whose estate did not clear probate. The descendants, or heirs, have the right to use the property, 
but they do not have a clear or marketable title to the property since the estate issues remain 
unresolved. 

The 2018 Farm Bill authorized alternative documentation for heirs’ property operators to establish a 
farm number. A farm number is required to be eligible for many different USDA programs, including 
lending, disaster relief programs, and participation in county committees. 

For more information visit farmers.gov/manage/HeirsPropertyLandowners. 

Additional USDA Programs and Services 

USDA offers a variety of farm loan, risk management, disaster assistance, and conservation 
programs to support farmers, including heirs’ property landowners once they have a farm number. 

USDA also has several special provisions and resources for heirs’ property landowners, including: 

• Targeted funding through farm loans 
• Crop insurance benefits 
• Conservation program benefits 

 

Potato Growers Need to Make Insurance Decisions Soon 
The USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) reminds Florida potato growers that the final date to 
apply for crop insurance coverage for the 2021 crop year is December 31. Current policyholders 
who wish to make changes to their existing coverage also have until the December 31 sales closing 
date to do so. 

Federal crop insurance is critical to the farm safety net. It helps producers and owners manage 
revenue risks and strengthens the rural economy. Coverage is available for potatoes in Flagler, 
Putnam, St. Johns, and Suwannee counties. 

Growers are encouraged to visit their crop insurance agent soon to learn specific details for the 
2021 crop year. 
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RMA is authorizing additional flexibilities due to coronavirus while continuing to support producers, 
working through Approved Insurance Providers (AIPs) to deliver services, including processing 
policies, claims and agreements. RMA staff are working with AIPs and other customers by phone, 
mail, and electronically to continue supporting crop insurance coverage for producers. Farmers with 
crop insurance questions or needs should continue to contact their insurance agents about 
conducting business remotely (by telephone or email). More information can be found at 
farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop insurance agents. A list of crop 
insurance agents is available online using the RMA Agent Locator. Producers can use the RMA 
Cost Estimator to get a premium amount estimate of their insurance needs online. Learn more 
about crop insurance and the modern farm safety net at www.rma.usda.gov. 

 

Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program Right 
for You? 
Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from disasters and unforeseen 
events, but not all crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management Agency. The Farm 
Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides producers 
another option to obtain coverage against disaster for these crops. NAP provides financial 
assistance to producers of non-insured crops impacted by natural disasters that result in lower 
yields, crop losses, or prevents crop planting. 

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available 
are generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those grown specifically for food, fiber, 
livestock consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or be commodities such as value loss crops 
like Christmas trees and ornamental nursery, honey, maple sap, and many others. Contact your 
FSA office to see which crops are eligible in your state and county. 

Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or 
hurricanes, earthquake, flood. These events must occur during the NAP policy coverage period, 
before or during harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible crop. For guidance on 
causes of loss not listed, contact your local FSA county office. 

Interested producers must apply for coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for Coverage,” 
and pay the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records are maintained. These 
must be filed by the application closing date. Closing dates vary by crop, so it is important to contact 
your local FSA office as soon as possible to ensure you don’t miss an application closing date.  

At the time of application, each producer will be provided a copy of the NAP Basic Provisions, which 
describes how NAP works and all the requirements you must follow to maintain NAP coverage. 
NAP participants must provide accurate annual reports of their production in non-loss years to 
ensure their NAP coverage is beneficial to their individual operation.  

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops and 
number of counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop 
or $825 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with 
farming interests in multiple counties. Premiums also apply when producers elect higher levels of 
coverage with a maximum premium of $15,750 per person or legal entity depending on the 
maximum payment limitation that may apply to the NAP covered producer. The service fee can be 
waived for beginning, qualifying veteran, and limited resource farmers and rancher., These farmers 
and ranchers can also receive a 50 percent reduction in the premium. 

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with NAP, we 
recommend you contact your local USDA service center. 
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Signature Policy 
Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in 
program benefits. 

The following are FSA signature guidelines:  

• A married woman must sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe 
• For a minor, FSA requires the minor's signature and one from the minor’s parent 

Note, by signing a document with a minor, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and may be 
liable for refunds, liquidated damages, etc. 

When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on the form 
or be a variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in disagreement. Example - 
John W. Smith is on the form. The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or 
Mary J. Smith may be signed as Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc.  

FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided the acceptable 
program forms are approved for FAXED signatures. Producers are responsible for the successful 
transmission and receipt of FAXED information.  

Examples of documents not approved for FAXED signatures include:  

• Promissory note 
• Assignment of payment 
• Joint payment authorization 
• Acknowledgement of commodity certificate purchase 

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either 
has an interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the 
county office.  

Spouses cannot sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint 
ventures, corporations or other similar entities.  Likewise, a spouse cannot sign a document on 
behalf of the other in order to affirm the eligibility of oneself.  

Any member of a general partnership can sign on behalf of the general partnership and bind all 
members unless the Articles of Partnership are more restrictive. Spouses may sign on behalf of 
each other’s individual interest in a partnership, unless notification denying a spouse that authority 
is provided to the county office. Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, joint ventures, 
corporations, estates, and trusts must consist of an indicator “by” or “for” the individual’s name, 
individual’s name and capacity, or individual’s name, capacity, and name of entity. 

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office. 

 

Ask USDA available to answer questions about FSA 
programs 
Ask USDA is now available as a tool for FSA customers to ask questions about FSA programs and 
services. 



Ask USDA, available at ask.usda.gov is similar to AskFSA, which was decommissioned  Sept. 21, 
but it also provides information for all USDA programs. Ask USDA allows USDA customers to 
search for and read answers about FSA programs and services in the same location as they read 
about other USDA programs and services. 

Customers are able to submit questions through email, chat, and phone if they need more 
information. This improved customer service approach further builds on Secretary Sonny Perdue’s 
OneUSDA vison and provides the customer a one-stop shopping experience that covers all of 
USDA’s many programs. 

 

Know your Final Planting Dates 
All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final 
planting date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so 
please contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. The timely 
planting of a crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits. 

 

Farm Loan Graduation Reminder for Direct Loan Borrowers 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Direct Loans are considered a temporary source of credit available to 
producers who do not meet normal underwriting criteria for commercial banks.   

FSA periodically conducts Direct Loan graduation reviews to determine a borrower’s ability to 
graduate to commercial credit. If the borrower’s financial condition has improved to a point where 
they can refinance their debt with commercial credit, they will be asked to obtain other financing and 
partially or fully pay off their FSA debt.   

By the end of a producer’s operating cycle, the Agency will send a letter requesting a current 
balance sheet, actual financial performance and a projected farm budget. The borrower has 30 days 
to return the required financial documents. This information will be used to evaluate the borrower’s 
potential for refinancing to commercial credit.   

If a borrower meets local underwriting criteria, FSA will send the borrower’s name, loan type, 
balance sheet, and projected cash flow to commercial lenders. The borrower will be notified when 
loan information is sent to local lenders.     

If any lenders are interested in refinancing the borrower’s loan, FSA will send the borrower a letter 
with a list of lenders interested in refinancing the loan. The borrower must contact the lenders and 
complete an application for commercial credit within 30 calendar days.  

If a commercial lender rejects the borrower, the borrower must obtain written evidence that specifies 
the reasons for rejection and submit to their local FSA farm loan office.   

If a borrower fails to provide the requested financial information or to graduate, FSA will notify the 
borrower of noncompliance, FSA’s intent to accelerate the loan, and appeal rights. 

 

Supervised Credit from FSA 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans from a 
commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Our goal is to help you 
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graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help borrowers through training 
and credit counseling. 

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. FSA staff will 
advise borrowers on developing strategies and a plan to meet your goals and graduate to 
commercial credit. FSA borrowers are responsible for the success of their farming operation, but 
FSA staff will help in an advisory role, providing the tools necessary to help you achieve your 
operational goals and manage your finances. 

For more information contact, contact your County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Dates to Remember 
December 25 - Federal Holiday Observed.  Offices Closed. 
January 01 - Federal Holiday Observed.  Offices Closed. 
January 15 - STRP application deadline 
January 18 - Federal Holiday Observed.  Offices Closed. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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