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USDA Extends General Signup for
Conservation Reserve Program

The USDA is extending the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
General Signup period, which had previously been announced as
ending on Feb. 12, 2021. USDA will continue to accept offers as it
takes this opportunity for the incoming Administration to evaluate
ways to increase enrollment. Under the previous Administration,
incentives and rental payment rates were reduced resulting in an
enrollment shortfall of over 4 million acres. The program,
administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), provides
annual rental payments for 10 to 15 years for land devoted to
conservation purposes, as well as other types of payments. Before
the General CRP Signup period ends, producers will have the
opportunity to adjust or resubmit their offers to take advantage of
planned improvements to the program.

This signup for CRP gives producers an opportunity to enroll land
for the first time or re-enroll land under existing contracts that will
be expiring Sept. 30, 2021. All interested producers, including those
on Indian reservations and with trust lands, are encouraged to
contact their local USDA Service Center for more information.
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Division Chiefs:

USDA Offers New Forest Management

Administrative Officer

Mark Cotrel Incentive for Conservation Reserve
Program

Farm Program

Tom Hockert The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is making available
$12 million for use in making payments to forest landowners with

Farm Loans land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) in

Christy Marshall exchange for their implementing healthy forest management

practices. Existing CRP participants can now sign up for the Forest
Please contact your local FSA Management Incentive (FMI), which provides financial incentives to
Office for questions specific to landowners with land in CRP to encourage proper tree thinning and

your operation or county. other practices.

Right now, less than 10% of land currently enrolled in CRP is
dedicated to forestland. But, these nearly 2 million acres of CRP
forestland, if properly managed, can have enormous benefits for
natural resources by reducing soil erosion, protecting water quality,
increasing water quantity, and diversifying local farm operations
and rural economies.

Only landowners and agricultural producers with active CRP
contracts involving forest cover can enroll. However, this does not
include active CRP contracts that expire within two years. Existing
CRP participants interested in tree thinning and prescribed burning
must comply with the standards and specifications established in
their CRP contract.

CRP participants will receive the incentive payment once tree
thinning and/or other authorized forest management practices are
completed.

The incentive payment is the lower of:

e The actual cost of completing the practice; or

e 75% of the payment rate offered by USDA’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) if the practice is
offered through NRCS conservation programs.

CRP signup is currently open. FSA will announce deadline later this
year. Interested producers should contact their local FSA county
office.

Change to Policy on Filing a Notice of Loss for Grazed Forage
Producers with NAP Coverage

For the 2021 and subsequent crop years, NAP forage producers with the intended use of grazing
who elect to use independent assessments or other approved alternative loss percentage methods
to establish their loss are no longer required to file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss with FSA. However, a
CCC-576 Application for Payment form must be submitted to FSA no later than 60 calendar days
after the coverage period ends.
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Producers that elect to have the grazing loss determined using similar mechanically harvested units
still must timely file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss within 15 days of the disaster event or damage to the
crop first becomes apparent or within 15 days of harvest.

USDA Seeks Members for Advisory Committee on Urban
Agriculture

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is seeking members for a new advisory committee on
urban agriculture, part of a broader effort to focus on the needs of urban farmers. The 12-person
committee will advise the Secretary of Agriculture on the development of policies and outreach
relating to urban, indoor and other emerging agricultural production practices as well as identify any
barriers to urban agriculture.

USDA is seeking nominations for individuals representing a broad spectrum of expertise, including:

e Four agricultural producers (two agricultural producers in an urban area or urban cluster
and two agricultural producers who use innovative technology).

e Two representatives from an institution of higher education or extension program.

e One representative of a nonprofit organization, which may include a public health,
environmental or community organization.

e One representative of business and economic development, which may include a business
development entity, a chamber of commerce, a city government or a planning organization.

e One individual with supply chain experience, which may include a food aggregator,
wholesale food distributor, food hub or an individual who has direct-to-consumer market
experience.

e One individual from a financing entity.

¢ Two individuals with related experience or expertise in urban, indoor and other emerging
agriculture production practices, as determined by the Secretary.

Any interested person or organization may nominate qualified individuals for membership. Self-
nominations are also welcome.

Nominations should include a cover letter, resume and a background form. Nomination packages
must be submitted by mail or email by March 5, 2021. They should be addressed to Ronald Harris,
Designated Federal Officer, Director of Outreach and Partnerships, Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), Department of Agriculture, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Room
6006-S, Washington, D.C. 20250, or emailed to Ronald.Harris@usda.gov.

The 2018 Farm Bill established the Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production and
directed USDA to form this advisory committee as well as make other advancements related to
urban agriculture. It is led by the NRCS and works in partnership with numerous USDA agencies
that support urban agriculture. Its mission is to encourage and promote urban, indoor and other
emerging agricultural practices, including community composting and food waste reduction. More
information is available in this notice on the Federal Register or at farmers.gov/urban.

Florida Growers Need to Make Insurance Decisions Soon

The USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) reminds Florida corn, cotton, cucumbers, flue-cured
tobacco, grain sorghum, peanut, and soybean growers that the final date to apply for crop insurance
coverage for the 2021 crop year is February 28. Growers who are interested in the Whole-Farm
Revenue Protection (WFRP) policy and, are calendar year or early fiscal year filers, have until
February 28 to apply for crop insurance. Current policyholders who wish to make changes to their
existing coverage also have until the February 28 sales closing date to do so.
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Federal crop insurance is critical to the farm safety net. It helps producers and owners manage
revenue risks and strengthens the rural economy. Coverage is available for corn, cotton, peanuts,
soybeans, and WFRP in select Florida counties. Coverage is available for cucumbers in Jackson
County. Coverage is also available for flue-cured tobacco in Alachua, Columbia, Gadsden,
Gilchrist, Hamilton, Lafayette, Madison, and Suwannee counties and grain sorghum in Calhoun,
Escambia, Jackson, Jefferson, and Levy counties. Please contact your insurance agent to see if
your county is covered.

Growers are encouraged to visit their crop insurance agent soon to learn specific details for the
2021 crop year.

RMA is authorizing additional flexibilities due to coronavirus while continuing to support producers,
working through Approved Insurance Providers (AlIPs) to deliver services, including processing
policies, claims, and agreements. RMA staff are working with AIPs and other customers by phone,
mail, and electronically to continue supporting crop insurance coverage for producers. Farmers with
crop insurance questions or needs should continue to contact their insurance agents about
conducting business remotely (by telephone or email). More information can be found at
farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop insurance agents. A list of crop
insurance agents is available online using the RMA Agent Locator. Producers can use the RMA
Cost Estimator to get a premium amount estimate of their insurance needs online. Learn more
about crop insurance and the modern farm safety net at www.rma.usda.gov.

Signature Policy

Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in
program benefits.

The following are FSA signature guidelines:

e A married woman must sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe
e For a minor, FSA requires the minor's signature and one from the minor’s parent

Note, by signing a document with a minor, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and may be
liable for refunds, liquidated damages, etc.

When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on the form
or be a variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in disagreement. Example -
John W. Smith is on the form. The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or
Mary J. Smith may be signed as Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc.

FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided the acceptable
program forms are approved for FAXED signatures. Producers are responsible for the successful
transmission and receipt of FAXED information.

Examples of documents not approved for FAXED signatures include:

Promissory note

Assignment of payment

Joint payment authorization

Acknowledgement of commodity certificate purchase


http://www.rma.usda.gov/

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either
has an interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the
county office.

Spouses cannot sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint
ventures, corporations or other similar entities. Likewise, a spouse cannot sign a document on
behalf of the other in order to affirm the eligibility of oneself.

Any member of a general partnership can sign on behalf of the general partnership and bind all
members unless the Articles of Partnership are more restrictive. Spouses may sign on behalf of
each other’s individual interest in a partnership, unless notification denying a spouse that authority
is provided to the county office. Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, joint ventures,
corporations, estates, and trusts must consist of an indicator “by” or “for” the individual’'s name,
individual’s name and capacity, or individual’s name, capacity, and name of entity.

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office.

FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers
Impacted by COVID-19

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan
provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans
who are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In
some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers who have already had one
payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster.

FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside
authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations
of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a loan payment Set-
Aside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local FSA county office.

The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to
accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current
production cycle.

FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for
servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants
and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to discuss loan making and
servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers participating in FSA’s guaranteed
loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office
contact information, can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus.

FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature. Some
services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the
farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain program
applications and payments. Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request
conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in.

Supervised Credit from FSA

Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans from a
commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Our goal is to help you
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graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help borrowers through training
and credit counseling.

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. FSA staff will
advise borrowers on developing strategies and a plan to meet your goals and graduate to
commercial credit. FSA borrowers are responsible for the success of their farming operation, but
FSA staff will help in an advisory role, providing the tools necessary to help you achieve your
operational goals and manage your finances.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local County USDA Service Center
or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Dates to Remember

March 5 - Quality Loss Adjustment (QLA) Program Signup Ends
March 5 - Urban Ag Advisory Committee Application Deadline
March 15 - ARC/PLC Enroliment Deadline

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTYuMzUzNDM3MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.pAkusL9O6uYoxSxjhz0AWalnNTtN0OSULMU_3kiCUSU%2Fs%2F78316685%2Fbr%2F97661639352-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbf3b6737746747111fa908d8d2a52e39%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637490954178393446%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YIubHQv8A1ZHmDpKAXwfO%2Bmf0inyqhYnpKaeTeXfmLU%3D&reserved=0
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