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Farm Service Agency Expands Payment
Options

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency
(FSA) expanded its payment options to now accept debit cards and
Automated Clearing House (ACH) debit. These paperless payment
options enable FSA customers to pay farm loan payments,
measurement service fees, farm program debt repayments and
administrative service fees, as well as to purchase aerial maps.

Previously, only cash, check, money orders and wires were
accepted. By using debit cards and ACH debit, transactions are
securely processed from the customer’s financial institution
through Pay.gov, the U.S. Treasury’s online payment hub.

While traditional collection methods like cash and paper checks will
continue, offering the new alternatives will improve effectiveness
and convenience to customers while being more cost effective.

This marks the beginning of a multi-phased roll-out of new payment
options for USDA customers. Ultimately, payment option flexibility
will be extended to allow farmers and producers to use debit cards
and ACH debit payments to make payments for all FSA programs,
including farm storage facility loan repayments, farm loan facility
fees, marketing assistance loan repayments, Dairy Margin
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Hawaii County Committee
May 8, 2020 at 8:30 am

Honolulu County Committee
April 23, 2020 at 3:30 pm

Maui County Committee
March 26, 2020 at 8:30 am

Kauai County Committee
March 25, 2020 at 9:00 am

Guam County Committee
April 14,2020 at 10:00 am

Contact the County Office to
confirm meeting date and
time, as budget constraints
may limit the County
Committee's ability to meet
each month.

Click here for a list of County
Offices, contact numbers and

addresses.

Website for Hawaii and
Pacific Basin FSA:

www.fsa.usda.gov/hi

Coverage (DMC) administrative fees and premiums and
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) fees.

To learn more, contact your ESA county office, visit farmers.gov, or
download the “Make Your FSA Payments Instantly” fact sheet.

2020 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all
producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office to file an
accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please
contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific deadlines.

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e |f the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage
reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later
than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the
applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase
or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be
provided to the county office.

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use
of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,”
then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy
holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP
covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar
days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports,
please contact your local FSA office.

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan Program

(FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly, monthly,
quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans.

PAD payments are pre-authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a

financial institution.

PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make

payments on loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can only be

established for future payments.

Please contact your local FSA office to request PAD as they’ll work with you to set it up. In general,
customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This form has no
expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to which payments
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are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development (RD) website at
http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search for “Form 3550-28.”

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD DCFO.

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost.
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written
request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment rejections
within a three-month period, the preauthorized debt agreement will be cancelled by FSA. The payment
amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized debit. You are
responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date.

For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov

USDA Opens Signup March 23 for Added Causes of Loss Under
WHIP+ and Announces Disaster Assistance for Sugar Beet
Producers

USDA announced additional disaster assistance available to agricultural producers, including producers
impacted by drought and excess moisture as well as sugar beet growers. Through WHIP+, USDA is
helping producers recover from losses related to 2018 and 2019 natural disasters.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will open signup on March 23 for producers to apply for eligible
losses of drought (D3 or above) and excess moisture. USDA is also entering into agreements with six
sugar beet processing cooperatives to distribute $285 million to grower members of those cooperatives
who experienced loss.

In June 2019, more than $3 billion was made available through a disaster relief package passed by
Congress and signed by President Trump. In December 2019, Congress passed, and President Trump
signed the Further Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2020 that provides an additional $1.5 billion for the
continuation of disaster assistance program delivery.

WHIP+ New Qualifying Disaster Events
The bill added excessive moisture and D3 and D4 drought as qualifying losses for WHIP+ assistance.

Beginning March 23, producers who suffered either of these types of loss in 2018 and/or 2019 can apply
for WHIP+ assistance at their local FSA office. For drought, a producer is eligible if any area of the
county in which the loss occurred was rated D3 (Extreme Drought) or higher on the U.S. Drought Monitor
during calendar years 2018 or 2019.

WHIP+ for Quality Loss

In addition, producers have reported widespread crop quality loss from eligible disaster events that
results in price deductions or penalties when marketing the damaged crops. The Appropriations bill
expands WHIP+ to include assistance for crop quality loss. FSA is gathering data and input from
producers and stakeholders regarding the extent and types of quality loss nationwide.

Eligibility

To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses of certain crops, trees, bushes, or vines
in counties with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster Designation
(primary counties only) for the following named natural disaster events; hurricanes, floods, tornadoes,
typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms, wildfires, and now excessive moisture that occurred in 2018 or
2019. Also, losses located in a county not designated by the Secretary as a primary county may be
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eligible if the producer provides documentation showing that the loss was due to a qualifying natural
disaster event.

For drought, counties having a D3 or D4 Drought Monitor classification in any portion of the county
anytime during calendar year 2018 or 2019 will also be eligible.

A list of counties that received qualifying hurricane declarations and designations is available
at farmers.gov/recover/whip-plus. The U.S. Drought Monitor is available at
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/.

Because livestock losses are covered by other disaster recovery programs offered through FSA, these
losses are not eligible for WHIP+.

USDA Announces Updates for Honeybee Producers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced updates to the Emergency
Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). These updates include
changes required by the 2018 Farm Bill as well as discretionary changes intended to improve the
administration of the program and clarify existing program requirements. ELAP was previously
administered based on FSA’s fiscal year but will now run according to the calendar year. Producers are
still required to submit an application for payment within 30 calendar days of the end of the program year.
This is not a policy change but will affect the deadline. The signup deadline for calendar year 2020
losses is January 30, 2021.

Starting in 2020, producers will have 15 days from when the loss is first apparent, instead of 30 days, to
file a honeybee notice of loss. This change provides consistency between ELAP and the Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program, which also has a 15-day notice of loss period for honey. For other
covered losses, including livestock feed, grazing and farm-raised fish losses, the notice of loss deadline
for ELAP will remain 30 days from when the loss is first apparent to the producer.

Program participants who were paid for the loss of a honeybee colony or hive in either or both of the
previous two years will be required to provide additional documentation to substantiate how current year
inventory was acquired.

If the honeybee colony loss incurred was because of Colony Collapse Disorder, program participants
must provide a producer certification that the loss was a direct result of at least three of the five
symptoms of Colony Collapse Disorder, which include:

o the loss of live queen and/or drone bee populations inside the hives;

e rapid decline of adult worker bee population outside the hives, leaving brood poorly or
completely unattended;

e absence of dead adult bees inside the hive and outside the entrance of the hive;

e absence of robbing collapsed colonies; and

e at the time of collapse, varroa mite and Nosema populations are not at levels known to cause
economic injury or population decline.

For honeybees, ELAP covers colony losses, honeybee hive losses (the physical structure) and honeybee
feed losses in instances where the colony, hive or feed has been destroyed by a natural disaster or, in
the case of colony losses, because of Colony Collapse Disorder. Colony losses must be in excess of
normal mortality.

ELAP also provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock and farm-raised fish
including for feed and grazing losses. It covers losses because of eligible adverse weather or loss
conditions, including blizzards and wildfires on federally managed lands. ELAP also covers losses
resulting from the cost of transporting water to livestock due to an eligible drought.
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For more information on ELAP visit farmers.gov/recover or contact your FSA County Office. To locate
your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and Additional
Lender Category for Small-Scale Operators

Options Help More Beginning, Small and Urban Producers Gain Access to Credit

Producers can apply for a streamlined version of USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for smaller
scale farms and urban producers. The program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a simplified
application process to help beginning, small, underserved and family farmers and ranchers apply for
loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-approved lenders to purchase farmland or finance agricultural
operations.

A new category of lenders will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in offering USDA
EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial Institutions and
Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to $50,000 of EZ Guaranteed
Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, credit unions and other
traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up to $100,000 to help with agricultural
operation costs.

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can issue
these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent.

More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can be found at
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office.

March 2020 Interest Rates

Farm Operating Loans 2.625%

Farm Operating Microloans 2.625%

Farm Ownership Loans 3.250%

Farm Ownership Microloans 3.250%

Farm Ownership Loans Direct Down Payment for Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.500%
Emergency Loans 3.625%

Sign Up Today for Text Alerts from FSA

Subscribers Can Receive Important Program Reminders and Updates

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) farmers and ranchers now can receive notifications from their county
office through text messages on their cell phone.

Whether producers are in the field, on a tractor or even on horseback, this service enables FSA
customers and stakeholders to receive notifications while on the go. Producers will receive text
messages regarding important program deadlines, reporting requirements, outreach events and updates.

Producers can text the short codes below to FSANOW (372-669) to subscribe to text message alerts
from their respective counties. Standard text messaging rates apply. Contact your wireless carrier for
details associated with your particular data plan. Participants may unsubscribe at any time.

Hawaii County : HPBHawaii
Honolulu County: HPBHonolulu
Kauai County: HPBKauai

Maui County: HPBMaui
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Please contact your local FSA office if you have questions regarding FSA’s email news service or
the text message option.

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) farmers and ranchers now can receive notifications from their county
office through text messages on their cell phone.

Whether producers are in the field, on a tractor or even on horseback, this service enables FSA
customers and stakeholders to receive notifications while on the go. Producers will receive text
messages regarding important program deadlines, reporting requirements, outreach events and updates.

Producers can text the short codes below to FSANOW (372-669) to subscribe to text message alerts
from their respective counties. Standard text messaging rates apply. Contact your wireless carrier for
details associated with your particular data plan. Participants may unsubscribe at any time.

Hawaii County : HPBHawaii
Honolulu County: HPBHonolulu
Kauai County: HPBKauai

Maui County: HPBMaui

Please contact your local FSA office if you have questions regarding FSA’s email news service or
the text message option.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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