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Hawaii & Pacific Basin FSA USDA Service Centers Provide
State Office Free, One-on-One Help for

PJKK Federal Building Farmers
P.O. Box 50065

a?)?lgﬁul\’/la?g%gg{)d’ Rm 5-108 At USDA, we are cpmmitted to helping farmer_s
complete loan applications, environmental reviews,
Phone: 808-541-2600 x 2 and other paperwork free of charge. One-on-one
FAX: 855-356-9493 support is available at more than 2,300 USDA Service
Centers nationwide. USDA’s Farm Service Agency and
Natural Resources Conservation Service staff are
usually co-located at these Service Centers and can
help guide farmers to the best USDA assistance based

. L on their unique goals, whether it is loans, conservation
Chief Program Specialist: programs, or insurance.

Patrick Lewis

Acting State Executive Director:
Shirley Nakamura

. Service Center staff can guide farmers through the
Chief, Farm Loan Program: process of preparing and submitting required
Theresa Correa paperwork on their own, with no need to hire a paid

preparer. Language translation service is available in
Upcoming County Committee Meetings: all USDA Service Centers, so one-on-one assistance

with a Service Center employee can be translated in

real time for farmers requiring it. And while some
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Hawaii County Committee program and loan applications do have an
March 12, 2021 at 8:30am administrative fee for filing, there is never a charge for

preparation services provided by USDA staff.
Honolulu County Committee
February 19, 2021 at 3:00pm Farmers who work with the USDA Service Center can:

Maui County Committee

e Establish their farm by registering for a farm
February 18, 2021 at 10:00am

number, which is required for USDA programs
and assistance.

e Learn how to meet conservation compliance
provisions.

Kauai County Committee
February 17, 2021 at 9:00am

Contact the County Office to confirm * Vc'ern‘y e“glb!“ty fo'r USDA programs. :

meeting date and time, as budget e Discuss their business and conservation goals.
constraints may limit the County * C.reate a coqservatlon plan. _
Committee's ability to meet each month. e Fill out and file loan and program applications.
Click here for a list of County Offices, We are committed to delivering USDA programs and
contact numbers and services to America’s farmers and ranchers while
addresses: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/state- taking safety measures in response to COVID-19. We
offices/Hawaii/service-centers/index encourage you to check the status of your local USDA

Service Center and make an appointment to discuss
your business needs.

Website for Hawaii and Pacific Basin
FSA:www.fsa.usda.gov/hi

FSA Announces County Committee Election Results

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that
County Committee elections are over, and the ballots have been counted.

The following producers were elected to seats in their respective counties:

Guam County: Michael E.D. Aguon

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands: Ramon Muna Dela Cruz of Tinian
Kauai County: Waylon H. Brun and Sheila Louis will serve as the first alternate
Hawaii County: Michelle Galimba

Honolulu County: Thoune Hongphao

Maui County: Chauncy Monden

County committee members are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA. They
help deliver programs at the county level and work to serve the needs of local producers. All
recently elected county committee members will take office in January 2021 and will be joining the
existing committee. Every FSA office is required to have a county committee, which are made up of
local farmers, ranchers and foresters elected by local producers.

County committee members impact the administration of FSA within a community by applying their
knowledge and judgment to help FSA make important decisions on commodity support programs,
conservation programs, indemnity and disaster programs, emergency programs and eligibility.

County committee members serve local producers through their decision making and help shape
the culture of a local FSA office. They also ensure the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm
programs in their counties and are accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. Members conduct
hearings and reviews as requested by the state committee, ensure underserved farmers, ranchers
and foresters are fairly represented, make recommendations to the state committee on existing
programs, monitor changes in farm programs and inform farmers of the purpose and provisions of
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FSA programs. They also assist with outreach and inform underserved producers, such as
beginning farmers, ranchers and foresters, about FSA opportunities.

For more information, visit the FSA website at fsa.usda.gov/elections or contact your local County
FSA office.

USDA Seeks Members for Advisory Committee on Urban
Agriculture

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is seeking members for a new advisory committee on
urban agriculture, part of a broader effort to focus on the needs of urban farmers. The 12-person
committee will advise the Secretary of Agriculture on the development of policies and outreach
relating to urban, indoor and other emerging agricultural production practices as well as identify any
barriers to urban agriculture.

USDA is seeking nominations for individuals representing a broad spectrum of expertise, including:

e Four agricultural producers (two agricultural producers in an urban area or urban cluster
and two agricultural producers who use innovative technology).

e Two representatives from an institution of higher education or extension program.

e One representative of a nonprofit organization, which may include a public health,
environmental or community organization.

¢ One representative of business and economic development, which may include a business
development entity, a chamber of commerce, a city government or a planning organization.

e One individual with supply chain experience, which may include a food aggregator,
wholesale food distributor, food hub or an individual who has direct-to-consumer market
experience.
One individual from a financing entity.
Two individuals with related experience or expertise in urban, indoor and other emerging
agriculture production practices, as determined by the Secretary.

Any interested person or organization may nominate qualified individuals for membership. Self-
nominations are also welcome.

Nominations should include a cover letter, resume and a background form. Nomination packages
must be submitted by mail or email by March 5, 2021. They should be addressed to Ronald Harris,
Designated Federal Officer, Director of Outreach and Partnerships, Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), Department of Agriculture, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Room
6006-S, Washington, D.C. 20250, or emailed to Ronald.Harris@usda.gov.

The 2018 Farm Bill established the Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production and
directed USDA to form this advisory committee as well as make other advancements related to
urban agriculture. It is led by the NRCS and works in partnership with numerous USDA agencies
that support urban agriculture. Its mission is to encourage and promote urban, indoor and other
emerging agricultural practices, including community composting and food waste reduction. More
information is available in this notice on the Federal Register or at farmers.gov/urban.

USDA Announces Increase to Certain Incentive Payments for
Continuous Conservation Reserve Program

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is increasing incentive payments for practices installed on land
enrolled in the Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) is upping the Practice Incentive Payment for installing practices, from 5 percent to 20 percent.
Additionally, producers will receive a 10 percent incentive payment for water quality practices on
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land enrolled in CRP’s continuous signup. FSA administers CRP on behalf of the Commodity Credit
Corporation.

Under continuous CRP, producers can enroll environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain
conservation practices with signup available at any time. FSA automatically accepts offers provided
the land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enroliment levels do not exceed
the number of acres FSA is allowed to enroll in CRP, which was set by the 2018 Farm Bill.

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the
United States. It was originally intended primarily to control soil erosion and potentially stabilize
commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the
years, providing many conservation and economic benefits. The program marks its 35-year
anniversary this month. Program successes include:

e Preventing more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, which is enough soil to fill 600
million dump trucks;

¢ Reducing nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled cropland by 95% and
85%, respectively;

e Sequestering an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9
million cars off the road;

e Creating more than 3 million acres of restored wetlands while protecting more than 175,000
stream miles with riparian forest and grass buffers, which is enough to go around the world
seven times; and

o Benefiting bees and other pollinators and increasing populations of ducks, pheasants,
turkey, bobwhite quail, prairie chickens, grasshopper sparrows and many other birds.

The successes of CRP contribute to USDA’s Agriculture Innovation Agenda and its goal of reducing
the environmental footprint of U.S. agriculture by half by 2050. Earlier this year, U.S. Secretary of
Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced the Department-wide initiative to align resources, programs,
and research to position American agriculture to better meet future global demands.

For more information on CRP, visit fsa.usda.gov, or contact your local FSA county office.

FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers
Impacted by COVID-19

Set-Aside Delays Loan Payments for Borrowers

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan
provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans
who are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In
some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers who have already had one
payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster.

FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside
authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations
of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a loan payment Set-
Aside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local FSA county office.

The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to
accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current
production cycle.

FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for
servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants
and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to discuss loan making and
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servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers participating in FSA’s guaranteed
loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office
contact information, can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus.

FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature. Some
services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the
farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain program
applications and payments. Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request
conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in.

2021 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list
of county-specific deadlines.

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

« If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

« If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease.
Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

* Perennial forage and hemp crop, regardless of intended use, acreage must be reported by
February 15th.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, you must file timely acreage reports. Failure to
file an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may cause ineligibility for future

program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more than a year after the acreage
reporting deadline.

Producers are encouraged to file their acreage reports as soon as planting is completed.

January 2021 Interest Rates

Farm Operating Loans 1.375 %

Farm Ownership Loans 2.5%

Farm Ownership Loans Direct Down Payment for Beginning Farmer or Rancher 1.5%
Emergency Loans 2.375 %

Dates to Remember

February 12, 2021 - Sign-up deadline for Conservation Reserve Program

February 15, 2021 - Acreage reporting deadline for perennial forage and hemp

March 5, 2021 - Deadline to submit nomination packet for Advisory Committee on Urban Agriculture



http://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sign-in?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

March 15, 2021 - Acreage reporting deadline for coffee

March 31, 2021 - Acreage reporting deadline the subsequent year for crops covered by the Non-
Insured Crops Disaster Assistance Program, fruits and vegetables. Contact your county office for a
full

Sign Up Today for Text Alerts from FSA

Subscribers Can Receive Important Program Reminders and Updates

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) farmers and ranchers now can receive notifications from their
county office through text messages on their cell phone.

Whether producers are in the field, on a tractor or even on horseback, this service enables FSA
customers and stakeholders to receive notifications while on the go. Producers will receive text

messages regarding important program deadlines, reporting requirements, outreach events and
updates.

Producers can text the short codes below to FSANOW (372-669) to subscribe to text message
alerts from their respective counties. Standard text messaging rates apply. Contact your wireless
carrier for details associated with your particular data plan. Participants may unsubscribe at any
time.

Hawaii County : HPBHawaii
Honolulu County: HPBHonolulu
Kauai County: HPBKauai

Maui County: HPBMaui

Please contact your local FSA office if you have questions regarding FSA’s email news service or
the text message option.

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) farmers and ranchers now can receive notifications from their
county office through text messages on their cell phone.

Whether producers are in the field, on a tractor or even on horseback, this service enables FSA
customers and stakeholders to receive notifications while on the go. Producers will receive text
messages regarding important program deadlines, reporting requirements, outreach events and
updates.

Producers can text the short codes below to FSANOW (372-669) to subscribe to text message
alerts from their respective counties. Standard text messaging rates apply. Contact your wireless
carrier for details associated with your particular data plan. Participants may unsubscribe at any
time.

Hawaii County : HPBHawaii
Honolulu County: HPBHonolulu
Kauai County: HPBKauai

Maui County: HPBMaui

Please contact your local FSA office if you have questions regarding FSA’s email news service or
the text message option.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FState-Offices%2FHawaii%2FResources%2Fpdfs%2Fhi_cof_staff.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cfc31daadc4374da6c66308d8ce17e09b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637485949232544439%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=lzD6G0seha2iwyUXFdclcQKMAFIaiICIq%2Ff2ImIFys8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fstate-offices%2FHawaii%2Fservice-centers%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cfc31daadc4374da6c66308d8ce17e09b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637485949232554388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=dovBCKFJwV3oR77ld0Kh1QK9QHPS6UsmVqqeSffwOCg%3D&reserved=0

Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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