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• Applying for FSA Direct Loans 
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USDA Announces Dates for Conservation 
Reserve Program General and Grasslands 
Signups 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has set a July 
23, 2021, deadline for agricultural producers and 
landowners to apply for the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) General signup 56. Additionally, USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) will accept applications for CRP 
Grasslands from July 12 to August 20. This year, USDA 
updated both signup options to provide greater incentives 
for producers and increase its conservation benefits, 
including reducing the impacts of climate change. 

Both signups are competitive and will provide for annual 
rental payments for land devoted to conservation purposes. 

“Bottom line, CRP now makes more financial sense for producers while also providing a 
bigger return on investment in terms of natural resource benefits. The General and 
Grasslands signups are part of a broader suite of tools available through CRP to integrate 
key conservation practices on our nation’s working lands.” 

General Signup 

Through CRP, producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving plant 
species, such as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality, 
and enhance wildlife habitat on cropland.  Lands enrolled in CRP also play a key role in 
mitigating impacts from climate change, and FSA has added a new Climate-Smart 
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Practice Incentive for practices that sequester carbon and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

FSA is also adding a one-time “inflationary” adjustment for payment rates, as well as 
having more flexibility on adjusting soil rental rates. 

FSA opened the General Signup in January 2021 and extended the original deadline to 
July 23, 2021, to enable producers to consider FSA’s new improvements to the program. 

Grasslands Signup 

CRP Grasslands helps landowners and operators protect grassland, including rangeland, 
and pastureland and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas as grazing lands. 
Protecting grasslands contributes positively to the economy of many regions, provides 
biodiversity of plant and animal populations, and improves environmental quality. 

FSA has updated the Grasslands Signup to establish a minimum rental rate of $15 per 
acre, as well as new National Grassland Priority Zones. 

How to Sign Up 

To enroll in the CRP General signup, producers and landowners should contact their 
local USDA Service Center by the July 23 deadline. To enroll in the CRP Grasslands 
signup, they should contact USDA by the August 20 deadline. While USDA offices may 
have limited visitors because of the pandemic, Service Center staff continue to work with 
agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. To work with FSA, 
producers and landowners should contact their local USDA Service Center. Contact 
information can be found at farmers.gov/service-locator. 

More Information on CRP 

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation 
programs in the United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion 
and potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The 
program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and economic benefits. 
The program marked its 35-year anniversary this past December. 

 

Farm Service Agency Now Accepting 
Nominations for County Committee Members 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) began accepting nominations for county 
committee members on June 15. Elections will occur in 
certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for these members 
who make important decisions about how federal farm 
programs are administered locally. All nomination forms for 
the 2021 election must be postmarked or received in the 
local FSA office by Aug. 2, 2021. 

Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in a USDA program, and reside in the 
LAA that is up for election this year, may be nominated for candidacy for the county 
committee. A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their 
farming or ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program 
benefits. Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may 
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also nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers, women and beginning 
farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote, and hold office. 

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serving on 
FSA county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve 
three-year terms. Producers serving on FSA county committees play a critical role in the 
day-to-day operations of the agency. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out 
disaster programs, as well as conservation, commodity and price support programs, 
county office employment and other agricultural issues. 

LAAs are elective areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction. 
This may include LAAs that are focused on an urban or suburban area. 

More Information 

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get 
involved in their county’s election. They should check with their local USDA Service 
Center to see if their LAA is up for election this year. To be considered, a producer must 
be registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form or an FSA-669-A-3 for urban county 
committees. The form and other information about FSA county committee elections are 
available at fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 1, 2021. To find your local 
USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) Losses 
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to 
protect against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters 
including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive 
heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others. 

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2021 crops and file a notice 
of loss the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become 
apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. 

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 
hours of when a loss becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop 
insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, 
vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your Local County USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 
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FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy 
The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for 
Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan Deficiency 
Payments (LDPs). 

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing 
assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other 
oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and 
honey. MALs provide you with interim financing after 
harvest to help you meet cash flow needs without having to sell your commodities when 
market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a 
loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. 
Marketing loan provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple 
cotton. 

FSA is now accepting requests for 2021 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after 
harvest. Requests for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date 
for the respective commodities. 

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse 
loans for wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and 
small chickpeas), peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These 
certificates can be purchased at the posted county price (or adjusted world price or 
national posted price) for the quantity of commodity under loan, and must be immediately 
exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan. MALs redeemed with commodity 
certificates are not subject to Adjusted Gross Income provisions. 

To be considered eligible for an LDP, you must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at 
your local FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the 
form must be submitted when payment is requested. 

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject 
to payment limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that if your total applicable three-year 
average AGI exceeds $900,000, then you’re not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. You 
must have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply 
to MALs redeemed with commodity certificate exchange. 

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, contact your Local County 
USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, 
and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, 
honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who have losses 
due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such 
as blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural 
disaster assistance programs. 
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Eligible losses include: 

• Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to 
an eligible adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of 
an eligible drought and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat 
for cattle tick fever. 

• Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost 
of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse 
weather condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible 
weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible 
adverse weather. 

• Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of 
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event. 

If you’ve suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar 
year 2021, you must file: 

• A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for 
honeybee losses) 

• An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2022 
Keeping Livestock Inventory Records 

Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember 
to keep them updated. 

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you’ve 
suffered excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible 
natural disasters. 

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to provide 
verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event 
and must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when 
the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you must submit a notice of 
loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and 
should maintain documentation and receipts. 

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including: 

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 
• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts. 

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your Local County USDA 
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 
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Applying for FSA Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating 
loans to producers who want to establish, maintain, or 
strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed, 
approved and serviced by FSA loan officers. 

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase 
livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm chemicals, 
insurance, and other costs including family living expenses. 
Operating loans can also be used to finance minor 
improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts, excluding 
real estate. 

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, 
construct and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements. 

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum 
loan amount for direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. 
Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability 
to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm 
ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years. 

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm 
ownership or operating loan. 

 

Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers 
Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency (FSA) customers. This training 
is required for all direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the 
agency.  

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The 
purpose is to help the applicants develop and improve skills that are necessary to 
successfully operate a farm and build equity in the operation. It aims to help the producer 
become financially successful. Borrower training is provided, for a fee, by agency 
approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a list of approved 
vendors.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
Idaho FSA State Office 

9173 West Barnes Drive Ste. B 
Boise, Idaho 83709 

www.fsa.usda.gov/id 

Phone: 208-378-5650 
Fax: 855-516-8875 

Acting State Executive Director 

Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665 
charles.newhouse@usda.gov 

Administrative Officer 

Brandi May 208-378-5670 
brandi.may@usda.gov 

Farm Programs Chief 

Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665 
charles.newhouse@usda.gov 

Acting Farm Loan Chief 

Curtis Warner 208-497-3654 
curtis.warner@usda.gov 

Idaho FSA State Committee: 

Acting SED, Charles Newhouse 

  

Note: To check the status of your FSA 
Farm Loan (FLP) account, call 1-888-518-
4983 or check with your local office. 
To find contact information for your local 
office go to www.fsa.usda.gov/id 
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