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USDA Updates Pandemic Assistance for Livestock,
Poultry Contract Producers and Specialty Crop
Growers

USDA Sets October 12 Deadline for CFAP 2

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is updating the Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program 2 (CFAP 2) for contract producers of eligible livestock and poultry and producers of
specialty crops and other sales-based commodities. CFAP 2, which assists producers who
faced market disruptions in 2020 due to COVID-19, is part of USDA’s broader Pandemic
Assistance for Producers initiative. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has set
an Oct. 12 deadline for all eligible producers to apply for or modify applications for CFAP 2.

Assistance for Contract Producers

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, provides up to $1 billion for payments to contract
producers of eligible livestock and poultry for revenue losses from Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec.
27, 2020. Contract producers of broilers, pullets, layers, chicken eggs, turkeys, hogs and pigs,
ducks, geese, pheasants and quail may be eligible for assistance. This update includes eligible
breeding stock and eggs of all eligible poultry types produced under contract.

Payments for contract producers were to be based on a comparison of eligible revenue for the
periods of Jan. 1, 2019, through Dec. 27, 2019, and Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 27, 2020.
Today’s changes mean contract producers can now elect to use eligible revenue from the
period of Jan. 1, 2018, through Dec. 27, 2018, instead of that date range in 2019 if it is more
representative. This change is intended to provide flexibility and make the program more
equitable for contract producers who had reduced revenue in 2019 compared to a normal
production year. The difference in revenue is then multiplied by 80% to determine a final
payment. Payments to contract producers may be factored if total calculated payments exceed
the available funding and will be made after the application period closes.

Additional flexibilities have been added to account for increases to operation size in 2020 and
situations where a contract producer did not have a full period of revenue from Jan. 1 to Dec.
27 for either 2018 or 2019. Assistance is also available to new contract producers who began
their farming operation in 2020.
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Updates for Sales-Based Commodities

USDA is amending the CFAP 2 payment calculation for sales-based commodities, which are
primarily comprised of by specialty crops, to allow producers to substitute 2018 sales for 2019
sales. Previously, payments for producers of sales-based commodities were based only on
2019 sales, with 2019 used as an approximation of the amount the producer would have
expected to market in 2020. Giving producers the option to substitute 2018 sales for this
approximation, including 2018 crop insurance indemnities and 2018 crop year Noninsured
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus
(WHIP+) payments, provides additional flexibility to producers of sales-based commaodities
who had reduced sales in 2019.

Grass seed has also been added as an eligible sales commodity for CFAP 2. A complete list of
all eligible sales-based commodities can be found at farmers.gov/cfap2/commaodities.
Producers of sales-based commodities can modify existing applications.

Applying for Assistance

Newly eligible producers who need to submit a CFAP 2 application or producers who need to

modify an existing one can do so by contacting their local FSA office. Producers can find their
local FSA office by visiting farmers.gov/service-locator. Producers can also obtain one-on-one
support with applications by calling 877-508-8364. All new and modified CFAP 2 applications

are due by the Oct. 12 deadline.

Disaster Assistance for 2021 Livestock Forage
Losses

Producers could be eligible to apply for 2021 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP)
benefits on [small grain, native pasture, improved pasture, annual ryegrass, forage sorghum.]

LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on
privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land.

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the
National Office of qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing
normal permitted livestock on federally managed lands due to qualifying fire. You must
complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation no later than January 31,
2022, for 2021 losses.

For additional information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact the
[NAME] County USDA Service Center at [XXX-XXX-XXXX] or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all
potential environmental impacts for federally funded projects before the project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed
before actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs
include, but are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage
Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has
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completed an environmental review, the request will be denied. Although there are exceptions
regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies, it's important to wait until you receive written
approval of your project proposal before starting any actions.

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact your
local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of environmental review
is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs
for Organic Certification

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic producers and handlers can
apply for USDA funds to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic certification
through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP). Applications for eligible
certification expenses paid between Oct. 1, 2020, and Sept. 30, 2021, are due Nov. 1, 2021.

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of agricultural products for
the costs of obtaining or maintaining organic certification under the USDA’s National Organic
Program. Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who have paid organic
certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Producers can be reimbursed
for expenses including application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency
agreement and arrangement requirements, travel expenses for inspectors, user fees, sales
assessments and postage.

For 2021, OCCSP will reimburse 50 percent of a certified operation’s allowable certification
costs, up to a maximum of $500 for each of the following categories or “scopes:”

e crops

e wild crops

o livestock

e processing/handling

e State organic program fees.

Organic farmers and ranchers may apply through an FSA county office or a participating state
agency.

More Information

To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit the OCCSP
webpage, visit usda.gov/organic, or contact your local USDA Service Center.

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records

Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to
keep them updated.

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you've suffered
excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you'll be required to provide verifiable
documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must
submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of
livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you must submit a notice of loss to your local
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FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain
documentation and receipts.

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:

o Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock
e Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your Local USDA Service
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early

The Farm Loan team is already working on operating loans for spring 2021 and asks potential
borrowers to submit their requests early so they can be timely processed. The farm loan
team can help determine which loan programs are best for applicants.

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm
operation for just about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ownership
loans can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts
for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the year.

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm
Ownership and Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller
and non-traditional operations, can be used for operating expenses, starting a new operation,
purchasing equipment, and other needs associated with a farming operation. Loans to
beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a priority.

Other types of loans available include:

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral
and obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the
producer and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible
commodities, for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A
variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage
structures, and refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to
$500,000 per loan.

Progression Lending from FSA

Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans are considered progression lending. Unlike loans from
a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Our goal is to help you
graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help borrowers through
training and credit counseling.

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. FSA staff will
advise borrowers on developing strategies and a plan to meet your goals and graduate to
commercial credit. FSA borrowers are responsible for the success of their farming operation,
but FSA staff will help in an advisory role, providing the tools necessary to help you achieve
your operational goals and manage your finances.
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For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your Local USDA Service Center or

visit fsa.usda.gov.

Y
Idaho FSA State Office
9173 West Barnes Drive Ste. B

Boise,

ldaho 83709

Phone: 208-378-5650
Fax: 855-516-8875

Acting State Executive Director

Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665
charles.newhouse@usda.gov

Farm Programs Chief

Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665
charles.newhouse@usda.gov

Idaho FSA State Committee: Acting SED

Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665
charles.newhouse@usda.qov

Administrative Officer

Brandi May 208-378-5670
brandi.may@usda.gov

Acting Farm Loan Chief

Curtis Warner 208-497-3654
curtis.warner@usda.gov

Note: To check the status of your FSA
Farm Loan (FLP) account, call 1-888-518-
4983 or check with your local office. To
find contact information for your local

office go to www.fsa.usda.gov/id
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