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FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County 
Committee Elections 
 
The 2021 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections began on November 1, 2021, when ballots were 
mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to return ballots to local FSA offices, or to be postmarked, is December 
6, 2021. 

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and provide a link between 
the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to county committees help deliver FSA 
programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to make decisions on commodity price 
support programs; conservation programs; incentive indemnity and disaster programs for some commodities; 
emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate within official regulations designed to carry out 
federal laws. 

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program. A person who 
is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm, may also be 
eligible to vote. A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or 
ranching operation(s) but may not have applied or received FSA program benefits. 

Eligible voters in a local administrative area, who do not receive a ballot can obtain one from their local USDA 
Service Center. 

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2022. 
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Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program Right 
for You? 
Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from disasters and unforeseen events, 
but not all crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management Agency. The Farm Service Agency’s 
(FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides producers another option to obtain 
coverage against disaster for these crops. NAP provides financial assistance to producers of non-insured 
crops impacted by natural disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or prevents crop planting. 

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available are 
generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those grown specifically for food, fiber, livestock 
consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or be commodities such as value loss crops like Christmas trees 
and ornamental nursery, honey, maple sap, and many others. Contact your FSA office to see which crops are 
eligible in your state and county. 

 Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, 
earthquake, flood. These events must occur during the NAP policy coverage period, before or during harvest, 
and the disaster must directly affect the eligible crop. For guidance on causes of loss not listed, contact your 
local FSA county office. 

Interested producers must apply for coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for Coverage,” and pay 
the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records are maintained. These must be filed by 
the application closing date. Closing dates vary by crop, so it is important to contact your local FSA office as 
soon as possible to ensure you don’t miss an application closing date.  

At the time of application, each producer will be provided a copy of the NAP Basic Provisions, which 
describes how NAP works and all the requirements you must follow to maintain NAP coverage. NAP 
participants must provide accurate annual reports of their production in non-loss years to ensure their NAP 
coverage is beneficial to their individual operation.  

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops and number of 
counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer 
per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple 
counties. Premiums also apply when producers elect higher levels of coverage with a maximum premium of 
$15,750 per person or legal entity depending on the maximum payment limitation that may apply to the NAP 
covered producer. The service fee can be waived for beginning, qualifying veteran, and limited resource 
farmers and rancher., These farmers and ranchers can also receive a 50 percent reduction in the premium. 

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with NAP, we 
recommend you contact your local USDA service center. 

 

USDA Offers Online Tool for Drought-Stricken Ranchers to 
Estimate Compensation for Feed Transportation Costs 
An online tool is now available to help ranchers document and estimate payments to cover feed 
transportation costs caused by drought, which are now covered by the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) updated the 
program this year to include feed transportation costs as well as lowered the threshold for when assistance 
for water hauling expenses is available. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will begin taking applications 
this fall.   
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The new ELAP Feed Transportation Producer Tool is a Microsoft Excel workbook that enables ranchers to 
input information specific to their operation to determine an estimated payment. Final payments may vary 
depending on eligibility.   

To use the tool, ranchers will need:  

• Number of truckloads for this year. 
• Mileage per truckload this year. 
• Share of feed cost this year (if splitting loads). 
• Number of truckloads you normally haul. 
• Normal mileage per truckload.  
• Share of normal feed cost 

The tool requires Microsoft Excel, and a tutorial video is available. 

  

Updates to ELAP  

ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish for 
losses due to disease, certain adverse weather events or loss conditions as determined by the Secretary of 
Agriculture. ELAP now covers feed transportation costs where grazing and hay resources have been 
depleted. This includes places where:  

Drought intensity is D2 for eight consecutive weeks as indicated by the U.S. Drought Monitor; or  

Drought intensity is D3 or greater.  

The tool calculates the estimated payment for feed transportation assistance, but it is not an application. 
Once FSA begins accepting applications later this fall for feed transportation assistance, ranchers 
should contact their FSA county office to apply. To simplify the application process, ranchers can print or 
email payment estimates generated by this tool for submission to FSA. The deadline to apply for ELAP, 
including feed transportation costs, for 2021 is Jan. 31, 2022.  

ELAP already covers above normal costs for hauling water to livestock in areas where drought intensity is D3 
or greater on the drought monitor. FSA is also updating ELAP to also cover water hauling in   areas 
experiencing D2 for eight consecutive weeks, lowering the threshold for this assistance to be available. 
Program benefits are retroactive for 2021.  

Payment Calculations  

USDA will reimburse eligible ranchers 60% of feed transportation costs above what would have been incurred 
in a normal year. Producers qualifying as underserved (socially disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning or 
military veteran) will be reimbursed for 90% of the feed transportation cost above what would have been 
incurred in a normal year.  

USDA uses a national cost formula to determine reimbursement costs that will not include the first 25 miles 
and distances exceeding 1,000 transportation miles. The calculation will also exclude the normal cost to 
transport hay or feed if the producer normally purchases some feed. For 2021, the initial cost formula of $6.60 
per mile will be used (before the percentage is applied).   

Eligibility  
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To be eligible for ELAP assistance, livestock must be intended for grazing and producers must have incurred 
feed transportation costs on or after Jan. 1, 2021. Although producers will self-certify losses and expenses to 
FSA, producers are encouraged to maintain good records and retain receipts and related documentation in 
the event these documents are requested for review by the local FSA County Committee.   

More Drought Recovery Information  

USDA has taken additional steps to assist drought-impacted producers, including:  

• Extending deadlines for crop insurance premium and administrative fees, and deferring interest 
accrual. 

• Streamlining and accelerating losses and issuance of indemnity payments for crop insurance. 
• Investing $41.8 million through a four-state pilot of the Environmental Quality Incentives Program 

Conservation Incentive Contracts focused on drought practices.  
• Investing $15 million through a block grant to the Klamath Drought Response Agency to provide 

payments to producers to reduce irrigation demand.  

USDA offers a comprehensive portfolio of disaster assistance programs.  On farmers.gov, the Disaster 
Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can 
help producers and landowners determine all program or loan options available for disaster recovery 
assistance. For details, producers should contact their local USDA Service Center.  

 

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm Records 
Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the latest self-service 
feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website. 

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer, tablet or phone. 
Capabilities include: 

• View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields, CRP acres, land 
ownership details, and much more; 

• View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or fertilizer providers, 
and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and 

• Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles. 

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves you time and 
money. 

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA portal for producers, 
while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. A new enhancement expands the 
scope of accessibility to include farmers and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as people with a 
power of attorney form (FSA-211) on file with FSA. 
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 Managing USDA Business Online 

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also: 

• View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents. 

• Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application. 
• View and submit conservation requests. 
• View technical references and submit questions. 
• Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts. 
• Report practice completion and request practice certification. 
• View farm loan and interest information (producers only). 

 Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture 
planting boundaries. 

To access your information, you’ll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov. After obtaining an 
eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s authenticated portal via the Sign 
In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the 
recommended browsers to access the feature. 

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also has ample 
information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans, disaster assistance, conservation 
programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as 
added some new webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more 
about these changes. 

 

FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment Offers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under 
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup. 

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove environmentally 
sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will improve environmental health and 
quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent 
soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length. 

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation practices can 
be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enrollment are not subject to competitive bidding during 
specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted provided the land and producer meet certain 
eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap. 

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your Local County USDA Service 
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. 
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Progression Lending from FSA 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans are considered progression lending. Unlike loans from a commercial 
lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Our goal is to help you graduate to commercial 
credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help borrowers through training and credit counseling. 

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. FSA staff will advise 
borrowers on developing strategies and a plan to meet your goals and graduate to commercial credit. FSA 
borrowers are responsible for the success of their farming operation, but FSA staff will help in an advisory 
role, providing the tools necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your Local County USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Applying for FSA Guaranteed Loans 
FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the lender's 
normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a lender, and the 
lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on 
a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and operating purposes.  

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, develop 
farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt. 

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, farm 
chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses. 

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,776,000. Repayment terms vary depending 
on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid 
within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years. 

For more information on guaranteed loans, contact your Local County USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov. 
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Idaho FSA State Office 

9173 West Barnes Drive Ste. B 
Boise, Idaho 83709 

Phone: 208-378-5650 
Fax: 855-516-8875 

  

Acting State Executive Director 

Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665 
charles.newhouse@usda.gov 

Administrative Officer 

Brandi May 208-378-5670 
brandi.may@usda.gov 

Farm Programs Chief 

Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665 
charles.newhouse@usda.gov 

Acting Farm Loan Chief 

Curtis Warner 208-497-3654 
curtis.warner@usda.gov 

Idaho FSA State Committee:  Acting SED 

Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665 
charles.newhouse@usda.gov 

 

 

Note: To check the status of your FSA 
Farm Loan (FLP) account, call 1-888-518-
4983 or check with your local office. To 
find contact information for your local 
office go to www.fsa.usda.gov/id 

  

  

 

 

CONTACT US: 
Farm Service Agency 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Risk Management Agency 

Service Center Locator 
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