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Important Dates 
• April 29, 2022: Spot Market Hog Pandemic Program signup ends. 
• May 13, 2022: Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) – Grassland Signup ends 
• July 15, 2022: Crop Reporting Deadline 

Click here to learn more about local deadlines and ongoing programs. 

 

USDA to Provide Payments to Livestock Producers 
Impacted by Drought or Wildfire 
 
The U.S Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that ranchers who have 
approved applications through the 2021 Livestock Forage Disaster Program 
(LFP) for forage losses due to severe drought or wildfire in 2021 will soon 
begin receiving emergency relief payments for increases in supplemental feed 
costs in 2021 through the Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) new Emergency 
Livestock Relief Program (ELRP).   

Background   

On September 30, 2021, President Biden signed into law the Extending Government Funding and Delivering 
Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43). This Act includes $10 billion in assistance to agricultural producers 
impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other eligible disasters experienced during 
calendar years 2020 and 2021. Additionally, the Act specifically targets $750 million to provide assistance to 
livestock producers for losses incurred due to drought or wildfires in calendar year 2021. ELRP is part of 
FSA’s implementation of the Act.   
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For impacted producers, USDA will leverage LFP data to deliver immediate relief for increases in 
supplemental feed costs in 2021. LFP is an important tool that provides up to 60% of the estimated 
replacement feed cost when an eligible drought adversely impacts grazing lands or 50% of the monthly feed 
cost for the number of days the producer is prohibited from grazing the managed rangeland because of a 
qualifying wildfire.   

 FSA received more than 100,000 applications totaling nearly $670 million in payments to livestock producers 
under LFP for the 2021 program year.   

Congress recognized requests for assistance beyond this existing program and provided specific funding for 
disaster-impacted livestock producers in 2021.    

 ELRP Eligibility – Phase One     

To be eligible for an ELRP payment under phase one of program delivery, livestock producers must have 
suffered grazing losses in a county rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a D2 (severe drought) for 
eight consecutive weeks or a D3 (extreme drought) or higher level of drought intensity during the 2021 
calendar year and have applied and been approved for 2021 LFP. Additionally, producers whose permitted 
grazing on federally managed lands was disallowed due to wildfire are also eligible for ELRP payments, if 
they applied and were approved for 2021 LFP.  

As part of FSA’s efforts to streamline and simplify the delivery of ELRP phase one benefits, producers are not 
required to submit an application for payment; however, they must have the following forms on file with FSA 
within a subsequently announced deadline as determined by the Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs:   

• CCC-853, Livestock Forage Disaster Program Application   
• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.   
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.    
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).    
• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain Programs (if 

applicable).    
• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or 

Rancher Certification, if applicable, for the 2021 program year.    
• A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland conservation 

certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation 
(WC) Certification) for the ELRP producer and applicable affiliates.   

ELRP Payment Calculation – Phase One   

To further expedite payments to eligible livestock producers, determine eligibility, and calculate an ELRP 
phase one payment, FSA will utilize livestock inventories and drought-affected forage acreage or restricted 
animal units and grazing days due to wildfire already reported by the producer when they submitted a 2021 
CCC-853, Livestock Forage Disaster Program Application form.    

Phase one ELRP payments will be equal to the eligible livestock producer’s gross 2021 LFP calculated 
payment multiplied by a payment percentage, to reach a reasonable approximation of increased 
supplemental feed costs for eligible livestock producers in 2021.    

The ELRP payment percentage will be 90% for historically underserved producers, including beginning, 
limited resource, and veteran farmers and ranchers, and 75% for all other producers.  These payments will be 
subject to a payment limitation.   

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have a CCC-860, Socially 
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, form on file with 
FSA for the 2021 program year.    

Payments to eligible producers through phase one of ELRP are estimated to total more than $577 million.    



ELRP - Phase Two      

Today’s announcement is only Phase One of relief for livestock producers.  FSA continues to evaluate and 
identify impacts of 2021 drought and wildfire on livestock producers to ensure equitable and inclusive 
distribution of much-needed emergency relief program benefits.     

Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Assistance for Crop Producers   

FSA is developing a two-phased process to provide assistance to diversified, row crop and specialty crop 
operations that were impacted by an eligible natural disaster event in calendar years 2020 or 2021.   

This program will provide assistance to crop producers and will follow a two-phased process similar to that of 
the livestock assistance with implementation of the first phase in the coming weeks. Phase one of the crop 
assistance program delivery will leverage existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program data as the basis for calculating initial payments.   

Making the initial payments using existing safety net and risk management data will both speed 
implementation and further encourage participation in these permanent programs, including the Pasture, 
Rangeland, Forage Rainfall Index Crop Insurance Program, as Congress intended.   

The second phase of the crop program will be intended to fill additional assistance gaps and cover eligible 
producers who did not participate in existing risk management programs.     

Through proactive communication and outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as 
ERP implementation details are made available.     

Additional Livestock Drought Assistance   

Due to the persistent drought conditions in the Great Plains and West, FSA will be offering additional relief 
through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) to help 
ranchers cover above normal costs of hauling livestock to forage.  This policy enhancement complements 
previously announced ELAP compensation for hauling feed to livestock.  Soon after FSA announced the 
assistance for hauling feed to livestock, stakeholders were quick to point out that producers also were hauling 
the livestock to the feed source as well and encouraged this additional flexibility.      

It is important to note that, unlike ELRP emergency relief benefits which are only applicable for eligible losses 
incurred in the 2021 calendar year, this ELAP livestock and feed hauling compensation will not only be 
retroactive for 2021 but will also be available for losses in 2022 and subsequent years.     

To calculate ELAP program benefits, an online tool is currently available to help producers document and 
estimate payments to cover feed transportation cost increases caused by drought and will soon be updated to 
assist producers with calculations associated with drought related costs incurred for hauling livestock to 
forage   

More Information    

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including USDA resources 
specifically for producer impacted by drought and wildfire and the Disaster Assistance Discovery 
Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool. For FSA and Natural Resources 
Conservation Service programs, producers should contact their local USDA Service Center. For assistance 
with a crop insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance agent.   

 

USDA Encourages Producers to Enroll in Grassland CRP 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) encourages producers and landowners to enroll in the Grassland 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) starting next week through May 13, 2022. Grassland CRP provides a 
unique opportunity for farmers, ranchers, and agricultural landowners to keep land in agricultural production 
and supplement their income while improving their soils and permanent grass cover.   The program had its 
highest enrollment in history in 2021 and is part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s broader effort to equip 

https://rma.usda.gov/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/noninsured-crop-disaster-assistance/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/noninsured-crop-disaster-assistance/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-assist-for-livestock-honey-bees-fish/index
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FDisaster-Assist%2FDisaster%2FELAP%2Felap-feed-transportation-worksheet-final-3.xlsm&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought
https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/wildfire
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/FSA_DisasterAssistance_at_a_glance_brochure_.pdf
https://www.farmers.gov/fund/farm-loan-discovery-tool
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Information-Tools/Agent-Locator-Page


producers with the tools they need to help address climate change and invest in the long-term health of our 
natural resources. 

Grassland CRP is a federally funded voluntary working lands program. Through the program, USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) provides annual rental payments to landowners to maintain and conserve grasslands 
while allowing producers to graze, hay, and produce seed on that land.  Maintaining the existing permanent 
cover provides several benefits, including reducing erosion, providing wildlife habitat and migration corridors, 
and capturing and maintaining carbon in the soil and cover.     

FSA provides participants with annual rental payments and cost-share assistance. The annual rental rate 
varies by county with a national minimum rental rate of $13 per acre for this signup. Contract duration is 10 or 
15 years.  

Grassland CRP National Priority Zones  

Because Grassland CRP supports not only grazing operations but also biodiversity and conserving 
environmentally sensitive land such as that prone to wind erosion, FSA created two National Priority Zones in 
2021: the Greater Yellowstone Migration Corridor and Dust Bowl Zone. As part of the Biden-Harris 
Administration’s focus on conservation in important wildlife corridors and key seasonal ranges, for this year’s 
signup, FSA is expanding the Greater Yellowstone Wildlife Migration Corridor Priority Zone to include seven 
additional counties across Montana, Wyoming, and Utah, to help protect the big-game animal migration 
corridor associated with Wyoming elk, mule deer, and antelope.   

Offers within one of these National Priority Zones will receive an additional 15 ranking points and $5 per acre 
if at least 50% of the offer is located in the zone.  

Alongside Grassland CRP, producers and landowners can also enroll acres in Continuous CRP under the 
ongoing sign up, which includes projects available through the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 
(CREP) and State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE).     

Broadening Reach of Program  

As part of the Agency’s Justice40 efforts, producers and landowners who are historically underserved, 
including beginning farmers and military veterans, will receive 10 additional ranking points to enhance their 
offers.  

Additionally, USDA is working to broaden the scope and reach of Grassland CRP by leveraging 
the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) to engage historically underserved communities. 
CREP is a partnership program that enables states, Tribal governments, non-profit, and private entities to 
partner with FSA to implement CRP practices and address high priority conservation and environmental 
objectives. Interested entities are encouraged to contact FSA.  

More Information on CRP    

Landowners and producers interested in Grassland CRP should contact their local USDA Service Center to 
learn more or to apply for the program before the May 13 deadline.  Additionally, fact sheets and other 
resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/crp.     

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation programs in the 
United States. The working lands signup announced today demonstrates how much it has evolved from the 
original program that was primarily intended to control soil erosion and only had the option to take enrolled 
land out of production. The program has expanded over the years and now supports a greater variety 
of conservation and wildlife benefits, along with the associated economic benefits.     
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USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm Records 
Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the latest self-service 
feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website. 

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer, tablet or phone. 
Capabilities include: 

• View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields, CRP acres, land 
ownership details, and much more; 

• View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or fertilizer providers, 
and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and 

• Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles. 

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves you time and 
money. 

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA portal for producers, 
while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. A new enhancement expands the 
scope of accessibility to include farmers and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as people with a 
power of attorney form (FSA-211) on file with FSA. 

Managing USDA Business Online 

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also: 

• View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents. 

• Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application. 
• View and submit conservation requests. 
• View technical references and submit questions. 
• Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts. 
• Report practice completion and request practice certification. 
• View farm loan and interest information (producers only). 

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture 
planting boundaries. 

To access your information, you’ll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov. After obtaining an 
eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s authenticated portal via the Sign 
In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the 
recommended browsers to access the feature. 

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also has ample 
information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans, disaster assistance, conservation 
programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as 
added some new webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more 
about these changes. 
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USDA Offers Options for Signing and Sharing Documents 
Online 
Farmers and ranchers working with USDA’s Farm Service Agency or Natural Resources Conservation 
Service can now sign and share documents online in just a few clicks. By using Box or OneSpan, producers 
can digitally complete business transactions without leaving their homes or agricultural operations. Both 
services are free, secure, and available for multiple FSA and NRCS programs. 

Box is a secure, cloud-based site where FSA or NRCS documents can be managed and shared. Producers 
who choose to use Box can create a username and password to access their secure Box account, where 
documents can be downloaded, printed, manually signed, scanned, uploaded, and shared digitally with 
Service Center staff. This service is available to any FSA or NRCS customer with access to a mobile device 
or computer with printer connectivity. 

OneSpan is a secure eSignature solution for FSA and NRCS customers. Like Box, no software downloads or 
eAuthentication is required for OneSpan. Instead, producers interested in eSignature through OneSpan can 
confirm their identity through two-factor authentication using a verification code sent to their mobile device or 
a personalized question and answer. Once identity is confirmed, documents can be reviewed and e-signed 
through OneSpan via the producer’s personal email address. Signed documents immediately become 
available to the appropriate Service Center staff. 

Box and OneSpan are both optional services for customers interested in improved efficiency in signing and 
sharing documents with USDA, and they do not replace existing systems using eAuthentication for digital 
signature. Instead, these tools provide additional digital options for producers to use when conducting 
business with FSA or NRCS. 

USDA Service Center staff are available to help producers get started with Box and OneSpan through a few 
simple steps. Please visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find your local office and let Service Center staff 
know you’re interested in signing and sharing documents through these new features. In most cases, one 
quick phone call will be all that is needed to initiate the process. 

Visit farmers.gov/mydocs to learn more about Box and OneSpan, steps for getting started, and additional 
resources for conducting business with USDA online. 

To learn more about program flexibilities and Service Center status during the coronavirus pandemic, 
visit farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

 

Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for acreage reporting for cover 
crops, revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as well as updated the definitions of 
“idle” and “fallow.” 

Reporting Cover Crops: 

Cover crop types can be chosen from the following four categories: 

• Cereals and other grasses 
• Legumes 
• Brassicas and other broadleaves 
• Mixtures 
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If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated according to 
policy guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop and the acreage report must be 
revised to reflect the actual crop. 

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date: 

New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed and the crop 
has already been reported on the farm, have 30 calendar days from the date when the new operator or owner 
acquired the lease on land, control of the land or ownership and new producer crop share interest in the 
previously reported crop acreage. Under this policy, appropriate documentation must be provided to the 
County Committee’s satisfaction to determine that a legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop 
share interest change occurred to permit the revision. 

Acreage Reports: 

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, you must timely file acreage reports. Failure to file an 
acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for future program benefits. 
FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more than a year after the acreage reporting deadline. 

Reporting Grazing Allotments: 

FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. You will use form “FSA-578” to report 
grazing allotments as animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit” field. Your local FSA office will 
need the grazing period start and end date and the percent of public land. 

Definitions of Terms 

FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU) (field/subfield) 
which is not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition of fallow or skip row. 

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where cultivated land 
that is normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular growing season. 

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit 
Specialty Crop and Diversified Producers 
Free basic coverage available for new and underserved loan applicants 

Producers who apply for Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans will be offered the opportunity to enroll in the 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). NAP is available to producers who grow noninsurable 
crops and is especially important to fruit, vegetable, and other specialty crop growers. 

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for basic loss 
coverage at no cost. 

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent 
of production. Covered “specialty” crops include vegetables, fruits, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental 
nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay, forage, grazing and energy crops.  FSA allows 
beginning, underserved or limited income producers to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal 
application closing date when they also apply for FSA credit. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


Producers can also protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market crops, at their fair 
market value in those markets.  Targeted underserved groups eligible for free or discounted coverage include 
American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians or other Pacific 
Islanders, Hispanics, and women. 

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and microloans that 
have a streamlined application process. 

NAP coverage is not limited to FSA borrowers, beginning, limited resource, or underserved farmers. Any 
producer who grows eligible NAP crops can purchase coverage. To learn more, contact your local County 
USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap or fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 

 

 

  
Idaho FSA State Office 

9173 West Barnes Drive Ste. B 
Boise, Idaho 83709 

Phone: 208-378-5650 
Fax: 855-516-8875 

  

  

State Executive Director 

Matt Gellings 208-378-5656 
matt.gellings@usda.gov 

Administrative Officer 

Brandi May 208-378-5670 
brandi.may@usda.gov 

Farm Programs Chief 

Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665 
charles.newhouse@usda.gov 

Acting Farm Loan Chief 

Curtis Warner 208-497-3654 
curtis.warner@usda.gov 

Acting Idaho FSA State Committee:  SED 

Matt Gellings 208-378-5656 
matt.gellings@usda.gov 

Note: To check the status of your FSA 
Farm Loan (FLP) account, call 1-888-518-
4983 or check with your local office. To 
find contact information for your local 
office go to www.fsa.usda.gov/id 
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