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e Important Dates

e Agricultural Producers Have Until March 15 to Enroll in USDA’s Key Commodity Safety Net
Programs
o USDA Announces General Conservation Reserve Program Signups for 2023

e |s the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program Right for You?

e Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

e Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your Farm Meets Conservation Compliance

o USDA Expands Eligibility, Enhances Benefits for Key Disaster Programs

¢ USDA Provides Payments of Nearly $800 Million in Assistance to Help Keep Farmers
Farming

o USDA Releases Nationwide Farmer, Rancher and Forest Manager Prospective Customer
Survey

Important Dates

e March 15: Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) Programs
e April 7: Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) — General Signup

e May 29: Memorial Day - Office's Closed

¢ June 2: Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) Deadline

e June 2: Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two Deadline

Click here to learn more about local deadlines and ongoing programs.

Agricultural Producers Have Until March 15 to Enroll in
USDA’s Key Commodity Safety Net Programs

Agricultural producers who have not yet enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2023 crop year have until March 15, 2023, to elect and enroll a contract.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) offers these two safety net programs to provide vital income
support to farmers experiencing substantial declines in crop prices or revenues.

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County or PLC, which are both commodity-by-
commodity, or ARC-Individual, which covers the entire farm. Although election changes for 2023 are
optional, producers must enroll through a signed contract each year. Additionally, if a producer has a multi-
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year contract on their farm and makes an election change for 2023, they will need to sign a new
contract.

If producers do not submit an election by the March 15, 2023, deadline, the election remains the same as
the 2022 election for commodities on the farm. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless they
have a share interest in the commodity.

In Idaho, producers have completed 12,500 contracts to date, representing 85.80% of the more than
14,568 expected contracts.

Producers who do not complete enroliment by the deadline will not be enrolled in ARC or PLC for the 2023
year and will not receive a payment if triggered.

Producers are eligible to enroll farms with base acres for the following commodities: barley, canola, large
and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry
peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.

Decision Tools

In partnership with USDA, two web-based decision tools are available to assist producers in making
informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to their respective farming operations:

e Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of lllinois allows
producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-CO and PLC.

e ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M University that allows producers
to estimate payments and yield updates and expected payments for 2023.

For more information on ARC and PLC, producers can visit the ARC and PLC webpage or
contact their local USDA Service Center.

USDA Announces General Conservation Reserve
Program Signups for 2023

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that agricultural producers and private landowners can
begin applying for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General signup starting February 27
through April 7, 2023. CRP is a cornerstone voluntary conservation program offered by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) and a key tool in the Biden-Harris administration’s effort to address
climate change and help agricultural communities invest in the long-term well-being of their land and
natural resources.

Producers and landowners enrolled more than 5 million acres into CRP through signups in 2022, building
on the acceptance of more than 3.1 million acres in the largest Grassland CRP signup in history. There
are currently 23 million acres enrolled in CRP, with 1.9 million set to expire this year. USDA’s Farm
Service Agency (FSA) is aiming to reach the 27-million-acre cap statutorily set for fiscal year 2023.

General CRP

General CRP helps producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species,
such as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality and enhance wildlife
habitat on cropland. Additionally, General CRP includes a Climate-Smart Practice Incentive to help
increase carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by helping producers and
landowners establish trees and permanent grasses, enhance wildlife habitat, and restore wetlands.
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Continuous CRP

Under Continuous CRP, producers and landowners can enroll in CRP throughout the year. Offers are
automatically accepted provided the producer and land meet the eligibility requirements and the
enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap. The Climate-Smart Practice Incentive is also available
in the Continuous signup.

FSA offers several additional enrollment opportunities within Continuous CRP, including the Clean Lakes
Estuaries and Rivers Initiative (CLEAR30), the State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) Initiative, the
Farmable Wetlands Program (FWP), and the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). The
CLEARS3O Initiative, which was originally piloted in twelve states in the Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay
watershed, has been expanded nationwide, allowing producers and landowners to enroll in 30-year CRP
contracts for water quality practices. Under this administration, FSA also moved SAFE practices back to
the Continuous CRP signup, giving producers and landowners more opportunities to participate in the
initiative. Through the FWP, producers and landowners can enroll land in CRP as part of their efforts to
restore previously farmed wetlands and wetland buffers, to improve both vegetation and water flow.

This administration has also made significant improvements to CREP, which leverages federal and non-
federal funds to target specific State, regional or nationally significant conservation concerns. Specifically,
USDA made significant improvements to CREP to reduce barriers and make the program more accessible
to a broad range of producers and new types of partners.

These updates included flexibility for partners to provide matching funds in the form of cash, in-kind
contributions, or technical assistance, along with an investment in additional staff to work directly with
partners. Through CREP, for the first time ever, three Tribal Nations are now partnering with USDA to help
conserve, maintain, and improve grassland productivity, reduce soil erosion, and enhance wildlife habitat.

Grassland CRP

FSA will announce the dates for Grassland CRP signup in the coming weeks. Grassland CRP is a working
lands program, helping landowners and operators protect grassland, including rangeland and pastureland
and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas as working grazing lands.

Protecting grasslands contributes positively to the economy of many regions, provides biodiversity of plant
and animal populations, and provides important carbon sequestration benefits to deliver lasting climate
outcomes.

How to Sign Up

Landowners and producers interested in CRP should contact their local USDA Service Center to learn
more or to apply for the program before their deadlines.

Producers with expiring CRP acres can use the Transition Incentives Program (TIP), which incentivizes
producers who sell or enter a long-term lease with a beginning, veteran, or socially disadvantaged farmer
or rancher who plans to sustainably farm or ranch the land.

More Information

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation programs in the
United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity
prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing
many conservation and economic benefits.
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Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
Right for You?

Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from disasters and unforeseen events,
but not all crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management Agency. The Farm Service Agency’s
(FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides producers another option to obtain
coverage against disaster for these crops. NAP provides financial assistance to producers of non-
insurable crops impacted by natural disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or prevents crop
planting.

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available are
generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those grown specifically for food, fiber, livestock
consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or value loss crops such as aquaculture, Christmas trees,
ornamental nursery, and others. Contact your local FSA office to see which crops are eligible in your state
and county.

Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes,
earthquake and flood. These events must occur during the NAP policy coverage period, before or during
harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible crop. For guidance on causes of loss not listed,
contact your local FSA county office.

Interested producers apply for NAP coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for Coverage,” and
pay the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records are maintained. These must be
filed by the application closing date, which varies by crop. Contact your local FSA office to verify
application closing dates and ensure coverage for eligible NAP crops.

At the time of application, each producer acknowledges they have received the NAP Basic Provisions,
which describes NAP requirements for coverage. NAP participants must report crop acreage shortly after
planting and provide verifiable or reliable crop production records when required by FSA.

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops and number of
counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per
producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in
multiple counties. Premiums also apply when producers elect higher levels of coverage with a maximum
premium of $15,750 per person or legal entity.

A producer’s certification on Form CCC-860 Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and
Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification may serve as an application for basic NAP coverage for all
eligible crops beginning with crop year 2022. These producers will have all NAP-related service fees for
basic coverage waived, in addition to a 50 percent premium reduction if higher levels of coverage are
elected.

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with NAP, we
recommend you contact your local USDA service center.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and
Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not
covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.
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Eligible losses include:

e Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), loss
of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and additional cost associated
with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

¢ Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of additional
feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather condition, colony
losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss condition, including
CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.

¢ Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased feed due
to an eligible adverse weather event.

If you've suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year 2023, you
must file:

e A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for honeybee losses)
e An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2024

Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your Farm
Meets Conservation Compliance

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native vegetation to commodity crop
production after December 23, 1985. As part of the conservation provisions of the Food Security Act of
1985, if you’re proposing to produce agricultural commaodities (crops that require annual tillage including
one pass planting operations and sugar cane) on land that has been determined highly erodible and that
has no crop history prior to December 23, 1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a
conservation plan or system that ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion.

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or system on highly
erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. This includes Farm Service
Agency (FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and conservation programs; Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA)
Federal crop insurance.

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require annual tillage, you
are required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation
Certification,” with FSA indicating the area to be brought into production. The notification will be referred to
NRCS to determine if the field is considered highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are
required to implement a conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for
the predominant HEL soil on those fields.

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may affect wetlands,
remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with the wetland conservation
provisions.

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with your local USDA
Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly erodible land and wetland
conservation provisions.



For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation compliance,
contact your local USDA Service Center.

USDA Expands Eligibility, Enhances Benefits for Key
Disaster Programs

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) made updates to several conservation, livestock, and crop
disaster assistance programs to give more farmers, ranchers, and tribes the opportunity to apply for and
access programs that support recovery following natural disasters. Specifically, USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) expanded eligibility and enhanced available benefits for a suite of its programs. These
updates will provide critical assistance to producers who need to rebuild and recover after suffering
catastrophic losses of production and infrastructure due to natural disasters.

FSA has updated the following programs: The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), the Emergency
Forest Restoration Program (EFRP), the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-
raised Fish (ELAP), the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)
and the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP).

Conservation Disaster Assistance Updates FSA updated ECP to:

e Allow producers who lease Federally owned or managed lands, including tribal trust land, as well
as State land the opportunity to participate.

e Provide advance payments, up to 25% of the cost, for all ECP practices before the restoration is
carried out, an option that was previously only available for fence repair or replacement. The cost-
share payment must be spent within 60 days.

Additionally, Congress also authorized the Federal government to pay 100% of the ECP and EFRP cost
for damage associated with the Hermit's Peak/Calf Canyon Fire in New Mexico. This fire burned over
340,000 acres from April 2022 to June 2022 and was the largest wildfire in recorded history in New
Mexico. ECP and EFRP cost-share assistance is typically capped at 75%. This policy change for 100%
cost-share applies only to those locations impacted by the Hermit's Peak/Calf Canyon Fire.

ECP and EFRP provide financial and technical assistance to restore conservation practices like fencing,
damaged farmland or forests.

Livestock Disaster Assistance Updates

FSA also expanded eligible livestock under ELAP, LFP and LIP. Specifically, horses maintained on eligible
grazing land are eligible for ELAP, LFP and LIP. Many family farms and ranches use their forage to raise
horses to augment their other agriculture endeavors. FSA recognizes that animals maintained in a
commercial agriculture operation, add value to the operation and could be available for marketing from the
farm. FSA regulations have been updated to include these animals as eligible livestock.

Horses and other animals that are used or intended to be used for racing and wagering remain ineligible.

Ostriches are also now eligible for LFP and ELAP. FSA is making this change because ostriches satisfy
more than 50% of their net energy requirement through the consumption of growing forage grasses and
legumes and are therefore considered “grazing animals.”

This change for ostriches is effective for the 2022 program year for both LFP and ELAP. ELAP requires a
notice of loss to be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss is first apparent. Because this deadline
may have passed for 2022, FSA is extending the deadline for filing notices of loss through March 31,
2023.
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LIP and ELAP reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that
died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. LFP
provides benefits for grazing losses due to drought and eligible wildfires on federally managed lands.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance

NAP provides financial assistance to producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory
or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters. Basic NAP coverage is equivalent to the catastrophic
level risk protection plan of insurance coverage, which is based on the amount of loss that exceeds 50% of
expected production at 55% of the average market price for the crop.

Previously, to be eligible for NAP coverage, a producer had to submit an application (Form CCC-471) for
NAP coverage on or before the application closing date. For 2022, if a producer has a Socially
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification (Form CCC-
860) on file with FSA, it will serve as an application for basic coverage for all eligible crops having a 2022
application closing date and all NAP-related service fees for basic coverage will be waived for these
producers.

FSA will notify all eligible producers who already have the CCC-860 certification form on file of their
eligibility for NAP basic coverage for 2022. To potentially receive NAP assistance, producers who suffered
losses due to natural disasters in 2022 should file an acreage report as well as a notice of loss with the
FSA at their local Service Center.

Producers who are interested in obtaining NAP coverage for 2023 and subsequent years should also
contact their local FSA county office for information on eligibility, coverage options and applying for
coverage.

Reporting Losses

Producers impacted by a natural disaster should report losses and damages and file an application with
their ESA county office. Timelines for reporting losses and applying for payments differ by program.

For LIP and ELAP, producers will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed losses
within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For LFP, producers must provide a completed
application for payment and required supporting documentation to their FSA office within 30 calendar days
after the end of the calendar year in which the grazing loss occurred.

For NAP, producers should contact their local FSA office for guidelines on submitting a notice of loss and
filing an acreage certification.

More Information

The updates to these programs build on other Biden-Harris administration efforts to improve disaster
assistance programs, including additional flexibility in obtaining Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) basic coverage for socially disadvantaged, beginning, limited resource and veteran
farmers and ranchers.

Previous enhancement to the ELAP provide program benefits to producers of fish raised for food and other
aquaculture species as well as cover above normal expenses for transporting livestock to forage and
grazing acres and transport feed to livestock impacted by qualifying drought. And earlier updates to the
LIP payment rates better reflect the true market value of non-adult beef, beefalo, bison and dairy

animals.

Yesterday, FSA announced it would begin accepting applications for the Emergency Relief Program (ERP)
Phase Two and the new Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) on Jan. 23, 2023, through June
2, 2023. ERP Phase Two is designed to fill gaps in the delivery of program benefits not covered in ERP
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Phase One and improves equity in program delivery to underserved producers. PARP will help address
gaps in previous pandemic assistance, which was targeted at price loss or lack of market access, rather
than overall revenue losses. Learn more in the Jan. 9, 2023 news release.

Additional Resources

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance fact sheet,

and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help producers and landowners determine program or loan options.
For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop insurance
agent. For FSA and Natural Resources Conservation Service programs, contact the local USDA Service
Center.

USDA Provides Payments of Nearly $800 Million in
Assistance to Help Keep Farmers Farming

USDA announced that distressed borrowers with qualifying USDA farm loans have already received nearly
$800 million in assistance, as part of the $3.1 billion in assistance for distressed farm loan borrowers
provided through Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA). The IRA directed USDA to expedite
assistance to distressed borrowers of direct or guaranteed loans administered by USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) whose operations face financial risk.

This recent announcement in October 2022 kicks off a process to provide assistance to distressed farm
loan borrowers using several complementary approaches, with the goal of keeping them farming,
removing obstacles that currently prevent many of these borrowers from returning to farming, and
improving the way that USDA approaches borrowing and servicing. Through this assistance, USDA is
focused on generating long-term stability and success for distressed borrowers.

Work has already started to bring some relief to distressed farmers. As of Oct. 2022, over 13,000
borrowers have already benefited from the resources provided under the Inflation Reduction Act as
follows:

e Approximately 11,000 delinquent direct and guaranteed borrowers had their accounts brought
current. USDA also paid the next scheduled annual installment for these direct loan borrowers
giving them peace of mind in the near term.

e Approximately 2,100 borrowers who had their farms foreclosed on and still had remaining debt
have had this debt resolved in order to cease debt collections and garnishment relieving that
burden that has made getting a fresh start more difficult.

In addition to the automatic assistance already provided, USDA has also outlined steps to administer up to
an additional $500 million in payments to benefit the following distressed borrowers:

e USDA will administer $66 million in separate automatic payments, using COVID-19 pandemic
relief funds, to support up to 7,000 direct loan borrowers who used FSA’s disaster-set-aside option
during the pandemic to move their scheduled payments to the end of their loans.

e USDA is also initiating two case-by-case processes to provide additional assistance to farm loan
borrowers. Under the first new process, FSA will review and assist with delinquencies from 1,600
complex cases, including cases in which borrowers are facing bankruptcy or foreclosure. The
second new process will add a new option using existing direct loan servicing criteria to intervene
more quickly and help an estimated 14,000 financially distressed borrowers who request
assistance to avoid even becoming delinquent.
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More details on each of the categories of assistance, including a downloadable fact sheet, are available on
the Inflation Reduction Act webpage on farmers.gov.

Similar to other USDA assistance, all of these payments will be reported as income and borrowers are
encouraged to consult their tax advisors. USDA also has resources and partnerships with cooperators who
can provide additional assistance and help borrowers navigate the process.

The announcement today is only the first step in USDA'’s efforts to provide assistance to distressed farm
loan borrowers and respond to farmers and to improve the loan servicing efforts at USDA by adding more
tools and relaxing unnecessary restrictions. Additional announcements and investments in assistance will
be made as USDA institutes these additional changes and improvements.

This effort will ultimately also include adding more tools and relaxing unnecessary restrictions through
assistance made possible by Congress through the IRA. Further assistance and changes to the approach
will be made in subsequent phases.

Background

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain sufficient
commercial credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans, which do not include farm storage facility
loans or marketing assistance loans. With the funds and direction Congress provided in Section 22006 of
IRA, USDA is taking action to immediately provide relief to qualifying distressed borrowers whose
operations are at financial risk while working on making transformational changes to how USDA goes
about loan servicing in the long run so that borrowers are provided the flexibility and opportunities needed
to address the inherent risks and unpredictability associated with agricultural operations and remain in
good financial standing.

In January 2021, USDA suspended foreclosures and other adverse actions on direct farm loans due to the
pandemic and encouraged guaranteed lenders to follow suit. Last week, USDA reiterated this request to
guaranteed lenders to provide time for the full set of IRA distressed borrower assistance to be made
available before lenders take irreparable actions.

Producers can explore available loan options using the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov (also
available in Spanish) or by contacting their local USDA Service Center. Producers can also call the FSA
call center at 877-508-8364 between 8 a.m. and 7 p.m. Eastern. USDA has tax-related resources available
at farmers.gov/taxes.

USDA Releases Nationwide Farmer, Rancher and Forest
Manager Prospective Customer Survey

You can now take a nationwide survey to help the USDA improve and increase access to its programs and
services for America’s farmers, ranchers, and forest managers. The survey includes new and existing
customers. USDA encourages all agricultural producers to take the survey, especially those who have not
worked with USDA previously. The survey gathers feedback on programs and services available through
USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Risk
Management Agency (RMA).

The survey is available online at farmers.gov/survey, and you should complete it by March 31,

2023. Stakeholder organizations are also encouraged to share the survey link through their networks. The
survey is available in 14 different languages including Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Hmong, Korean,
Navajo, Punjabi, Somali, Spanish, Tagalog, Thai, Urdu and Vietnamese.
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In addition to the online survey, the FPAC Business Center, which is administering the survey, will also
mail 11,000 printed surveys to various local state stakeholder organizations and farmers markets.
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Idaho FSA State Office

9173 West Barnes Drive Ste. B
Boise, |daho 83709

Phone: 208-378-5650
Fax: 855-516-8875

Acting State Executive Director

Farm Program Chief Administrative Officer

Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665 UL bifesy ZUer Sl

brandi.may@usda.gov
charles.newhouse@usda.gov

Idaho FSA State Committee Acting Farm Loan Chief

Roy. Bu_nderson - Committee Chair Curtis Warner 208-497-3654
Marie Linehan

Brett Stevenson curtis.warner@usda.gov

Note: To check the status of your FSA Farm Loan (FLP) account, call 1-888-518-
4983 or check with your local office. To find contact information for your local

office go to www.fsa.usda.qgov/id
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