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o Important Dates

e« Share what you’re harvesting this season on Farmers.gov social media.

e Farmers.qov - Your online hub for conducting business with USDA

¢ Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program Right for You?

e Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
o Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage
e The Importance of Responding to NASS Surveys

¢ USDA To Provide Additional Financial Assistance to Qualifying Guaranteed Farm Loan
Borrowers Facing Financial Risk

Important Dates

e November 1: Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP)

e November 10: Veteran's Day Observed - Office's Closed

e November 23: Thanksgiving Day - Office's Closed

e December 1: Deadline to Apply for 2024 NAP Coverage for Perennial Forage Crops

e December 4: COC Elections - Ballots to be returned to the County Office or post-marked.
e December 15: Fall Crop Reporting Deadline

e December 25: Christmas Day - Office's Closed

e December 31: Inflation Reduction Act Assistance for Distressed Borrowers Requests Due

Click here to learn more about local deadlines and ongoing programs.
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Share what you’re harvesting this season on Farmers.gov
social media.

FARMERS.GOV

As America’s farmers harvest the crops that feed, clothe, and fuel our world, let’s fill the Farmers.gov social
media feed with their stories about this year’s harvest season. We'd also like to see how it's going for farmers
that participated in our #Plant2023 campaign in the spring.

To share your experience on @FarmersGov social media, follow these steps:

o Collect photos of what's happening on your operation as you harvest.
e If you're comfortable, we’'d love to see the people that make it happen, like friends and family.
¢ Write an email to FP.Social@usda.gov, attach your photos/video, and tell us:

o Your name, the location of your operation, and the name of your operation

o Your operation’s Facebook, Instagram, and/or Twitter pages, if you have them.
o What are you harvesting this year?

o Where does your harvest go? How is it used?

o What are your personal thoughts on this year’s harvest season?

Please note that by submitting your photo/video, you are granting USDA permission to use these materials for
outreach and education purposes.

Remember to follow @FarmersGov on Facebook, X (formerly known as Twitter), and Instagram, and we look
forward to sharing your story!

Farmers.gov - Your online hub for conducting business
with USDA

Farmers.gov gives you one place to do business with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) and the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), including accessing your farm records, maps, and common land
units. You can create a farmers.gov account for the farmers.gov authenticated site, where you can access
self-service features through a secure login.
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In addition to the self-service features farmers.gov website also has information on USDA programs, farm
loans, disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance.

What can you do with your farmers.gov account?

e View FSA Farm loans including loan information, interest payments, loan advance and payment
history, paid-in-full restructured loans, and account alerts.

e View NRCS Disbursements and Farm Loans financial activity from the past 180 days.
e View, print and export detailed farm records and farm/tract maps.
e Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI and GeoJSON file types.

e Import precision agriculture planting boundaries, create labels containing crop information, and print
both on farm tract maps.

e Use the draw tools to determine acres in an area of interest that can be printed on a map and
provided to a third party or exported as a feature file for use in other geospatial applications.

e View, upload, download and e-sign NRCS documents.
e Request conservation and financial assistance, including submitting a program application.

e Access information on current and past conservation practices, report practice completion and
request practice certification

o View detailed information on previous and ongoing contracts, including the amount of cost- share
assistance received and request contract modifications.

How to create a farmers.gov account?

To create a farmers.gov account you will need:

e A USDA individual customer record - A customer record contains information you have given to USDA
to do business with them, like your name, address, phone number, and any legal representative
authority relationships.

e Alogin.gov account — Login.gov is a sign-in service that gives people secure online access to
participating government programs.

Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program Right
for You?

Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from disasters and unforeseen events,
but not all crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management Agency. The Farm Service Agency’s
(FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides producers another option to obtain
coverage against disaster for these crops. NAP provides financial assistance to producers of non-insurable
crops impacted by natural disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or prevents crop planting.

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available are
generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those grown specifically for food, fiber, livestock
consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or value loss crops such as aquaculture, Christmas trees,
ornamental nursery, and others. Contact your local FSA office to see which crops are eligible in your state
and county.

Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes,
earthquake and flood. These events must occur during the NAP policy coverage period, before or during



harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible crop. For guidance on causes of loss not listed,
contact your local FSA county office.

Interested producers apply for NAP coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for Coverage,” and pay
the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records are maintained. These must be filed by
the application closing date, which varies by crop. Contact your local FSA office to verify application closing
dates and ensure coverage for eligible NAP crops.

At the time of application, each producer acknowledges they have received the NAP Basic Provisions, which
describes NAP requirements for coverage. NAP participants must report crop acreage shortly after planting
and provide verifiable or reliable crop production records when required by FSA.

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops and number of
counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer
per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple
counties. Premiums also apply when producers elect higher levels of coverage with a maximum premium of
$15,750 per person or legal entity.

A producer’s certification on Form CCC-860 Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and
Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification may serve as an application for basic NAP coverage for all eligible
crops beginning with crop year 2022. These producers will have all NAP-related service fees for basic
coverage waived, in addition to a 50 percent premium reduction if higher levels of coverage are elected.

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with NAP, we
recommend you contact your local USDA service center.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered
by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.

Eligible losses include:

e Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), loss of
purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and additional cost associated with
gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

e Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of additional feed
purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather condition, colony losses in
excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive
losses due to eligible adverse weather.

e Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased feed due to
an eligible adverse weather event.

If you've suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year 2023, you must
file:
e A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for honeybee losses)

An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2024
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Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage

If you're enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, you must
protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. By
signing ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds
on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If you fail to take necessary actions to correct a
maintenance problem on your farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to
terminate your contract for the program year.

The Importance of Responding to NASS Surveys

USDA'’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts hundreds of surveys every year and
prepares reports covering virtually every aspect of U.S. agriculture.

If you receive a survey questionnaire, please respond quickly and online if possible.

The results of the surveys help determine the structure of USDA farm programs, such as soil rental rates for
the Conservation Reserve Program and prices and yields used for the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price
Loss Coverage programs. This county-level data is critical for USDA farm payment determinations. Survey
responses also help associations, businesses and policymakers advocate for their industry and help educate
others on the importance of agriculture.

NASS safeguards the privacy of all respondents and publishes only aggregate data, ensuring that no
individual operation or producer can be identified.

NASS data is available online at nass.usda.gov/Publications and through the searchable Quick Stats
database. Watch a video on how NASS data is used at youtube.com/watch?v=m-
4zinh26io&feature=youtu.be.

USDA To Provide Additional Financial Assistance to
Qualifying Guaranteed Farm Loan Borrowers Facing
Financial Risk

The USDA announced it will begin providing additional, automatic financial assistance for qualifying
guaranteed Farm Loan Programs (FLP) borrowers who are facing financial risk. The announcement is part of
the $3.1 billion to help certain distressed farm loan borrowers that was provided through Section 22006 of the
Inflation Reduction Act.

Since the Inflation Reduction Act was signed into law by President Biden in August 2022, USDA has provided
approximately $1.15 billion in assistance to more than 20,000 distressed borrowers as a part of an ongoing
effort to keep borrowers farming, remove obstacles that currently prevent many borrowers from returning to
their land, and improve the way that USDA approaches borrowing and loan servicing in the long-term. The
financial assistance announced today will provide qualifying distressed guaranteed loan borrowers with
financial assistance similar to what was already provided to distressed direct loan borrowers. Based on
current analysis, the financial assistance announced today will assist an estimated approximately 3,500
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eligible borrowers, subject to change as payments are finalized. An FLP guaranteed loan borrower is
distressed if they qualify under one of the options below. FLP guaranteed borrowers who qualify under
multiple options will receive a payment based on the option that provides the greatest payment amount:

Payment of any outstanding delinquency on all qualifying FLP guaranteed loans as of Oct. 18, 2022. This
includes any guaranteed loan borrowers who did not receive an automatic payment in 2022 on that loan

because they were not yet 60 days delinquent as of Sept. 30, 2022, as well as guaranteed borrowers that
became delinquent on a qualifying FLP guaranteed loan between September 30, 2022, and Oct.18, 2022.

Payment on a qualifying FLP guaranteed loan for which a guaranteed loan borrower received a loan
restructure, which modified the guaranteed loan maturity date, between March 1, 2020, and Aug. 11, 2023.
The payment amount will be the lesser of the post-restructure annual installment or the amount required to
pay the loan in full. The guaranteed loan must not have been paid in full prior to Aug. 11, 2023.

Payments on certain deferred amounts on qualifying FLP guaranteed loans, not to exceed $100,000, for
guaranteed borrowers who received a deferral or another type of payment extension, for at least 45 days,
between March 1, 2020, and Sept. 30, 2022, from their guaranteed lender on that qualifying guaranteed loan
in response to COVID-19, disasters, or other revenue shortfalls. The Inflation Reduction Act payment amount
will be the lesser of the most recent deferral or extension amount on the qualifying FLP guaranteed loan, or
the amount required to pay that loan in full. The guaranteed loan must not have been paid in full prior to Aug.
11, 2023.

This assistance is only available for FLP guaranteed loan borrowers who did not or will not receive an initial
payment on the same FLP guaranteed loan under Inflation Reduction Act assistance announced in October
2022. Distressed guaranteed borrowers qualifying for this assistance will receive a United States
Department of the Treasury check that is jointly payable to the borrower and the lender. These borrowers will
also receive a letter from FSA informing them of Inflation Reduction Act assistance they will receive as well as
instructions to make an appointment with their lender to process the payment and apply it to their qualifying
guaranteed loan accounts. Guaranteed lenders will receive an email in the coming days informing them of
this assistance and any next steps. Lenders will also receive letters informing them which borrowers will
receive assistance and the amount of assistance they will receive. Any distressed guaranteed borrowers who
qualify for these forms of assistance and are currently in bankruptcy will be addressed using the same case-
by-case review process announced in October 2022 for complex cases. FSA will also provide relief to
qualifying FLP guaranteed loan borrowers determined to be distressed borrowers based on liability for
remaining federal debt subject to debt collection and garnishment after the liquidation of their guaranteed loan
account as of July 31, 2023. This will allow some borrowers to potentially return to farming. Guaranteed
borrowers who qualify for this assistance will have their federal debt paid automatically by FSA and will
receive a letter informing them of the payment made on their federal debt.  All letters to qualifying
guaranteed loan borrowers will contain instructions for opting out of assistance if a borrower chooses to do
SO.

Important Tax Information Similar to other USDA Inflation Reduction Act assistance, payments provided to
borrowers and payments to be applied to FSA farm loan accounts will be reported to the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS). Borrowers receiving this assistance will receive a 1099 form from FSA. Please note that
payments over $600 are subject to Federal and State Income Taxes and will be reflected on your annual
1099 form. Borrowers are encouraged to consult a tax professional with all tax-related questions regarding
any Inflation Reduction Act assistance received. USDA also has tax-related resources at

farmers.gov/taxes. Individual Requests for Farmers Seeking Assistance

In addition to the automatic payments announced today for distressed guaranteed loan borrowers, FSA
continues to accept and review individual distressed borrower assistance requests from direct loan borrowers
who missed a recent installment or are unable to make their next scheduled installment on a qualifying direct
FLP loan. All FSA direct borrowers should have received a letter detailing the eligibility criteria and process for
seeking this type of assistance, which is available even before they become delinquent. As the letter details,
borrowers who are within two months of their next installment may seek a cash flow analysis from FSA using
a recent balance sheet and operating plan to determine their eligibility.
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FSA direct borrowers also received a letter detailing an opportunity to receive assistance if they took certain
extraordinary measures to avoid delinquency on their qualifying direct FLP loans, such as taking on or
refinancing more debt, selling property, or cashing out retirement or college savings accounts.

Borrowers can submit requests for extraordinary measures or cash flow-based assistance in person at their
local FSA office or by sending in a direct request using the farmers.gov 22006 assistance request portals

at farmers.gov/loans/inflation-reduction-investments/assistance. All requests for assistance must be received
by Dec. 31, 2023.
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Idaho FSA State Office
9173 West Barnes Drive Ste. B

Boise, Idaho 83709

Phone: 208-378-5650
Fax: 855-516-8875

Acting State Executive Director
Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665
charles.newhouse@usda.gov

Farm Program Chief Administrative Officer

Kyla Pearson ~ 208-378-5667 Brandi May ~ 208-378-5670
kyla.pearson@usda.qgov brandi.may@usda.gov

Idaho FSA State Committee Farm Loan Chief
Roy Bunderson - Committee Chair
Marie Linehan

Brett Stevenson

Susan R. Smith ~ 208-378-5664
susan.r.smith@usda.gov

Next State Committee Meeting: TBA



https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/farmersgov-letter-extraordinary-measures.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:charles.newhouse@usda.gov
mailto:fname.lname@usda.gov
mailto:fname.lname@usda.gov
mailto:fname.lname@usda.gov
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MTYuNDQ2MzM4NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9pZD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.5WwrYav01o4MBCcggWNTeS7ZH6XXUOpicGuzZOa4r5o/s/1119589080/br/110988255831-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

