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o Important Dates

« USDA Reminds Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County Committee Elections

« USDA Encourages You to Consider NAP Risk Protection Coverage Before Crop Sales
Deadlines

e USDA to Provide More Than $3 Billion to Commodity and Specialty Crop Producers
Impacted by 2022 Natural Disasters

o« Update Your Records

e Keeping Livestock Inventory Records
o Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage
e Farmers.qgov - Your Online Hub for Conducting Business with USDA

o USDA Extends Application Deadline for Discrimination Financial Assistance Program to
Jan. 13

Important Dates

e November 23: Thanksgiving Day - Office's Closed

e December 1: Deadline to Apply for 2024 NAP Coverage for Perennial Forage Crops

e December 4: COC Elections - Ballots to be returned to the County Office or post-marked.
e December 15: Fall Crop Reporting Deadline

e December 25: Christmas Day - Office's Closed

e December 31: Inflation Reduction Act Assistance for Distressed Borrowers Requests Due
e January 1: New Years' Day - Office's Closed

e January 13: Discrimination Financial Assistance Program Deadline

Click here to learn more about local deadlines and ongoing programs.
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USDA Reminds Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County
Committee Elections

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) began mailing ballots for the
Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committee elections to all eligible
agricultural producers and private landowners across the country.

Elections are occurring in certain Local Administrative Areas for

these committee members who make important decisions about how
Federal farm programs are administered locally. Producers and landowners
must return ballots to their local FSA county office or have their

ballots postmarked by Dec. 4, 2023, for those ballots to be counted.

Producers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program to be eligible to
vote in the county committee election. A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information
about their farming or ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits.
Additionally, producers who are not of legal voting age, but supervise and conduct farming operations for an
entire farm, are eligible to vote in these elections.

For purposes of FSA county committee elections, every member of an American Indian Tribe is considered
an agricultural landowner if the land on which the tribal member’s voting eligibility is based is tribally owned or
held in trust by the U.S. for the Tribe, even if the individual does not personally produce a crop on that land.
Tribal agricultural landowners 18 years and older can contact their local FSA county office to register to vote.

Each committee has from three to 11 elected members who serve three-year terms, and at least

one seat representing a Local Administrative Area is up for election each year. Committee members help
ensure inclusive representation on committees and equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their
jurisdiction.

Ballots must be postmarked or delivered in person by close of business Dec. 4, 2023, to be counted. Newly
elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2024. Producers can find out if their Local Administrative
Area is up for election and if they are eligible to vote by contacting their local FSA county office. Eligible
voters who do not receive a ballot in the mail can request one from their local FSA county office.

Visit fsa.usda.gov/elections for more information on county committee elections.

USDA Encourages You to Consider NAP Risk Protection
Coverage Before Crop Sales Deadlines

The Farm Service Agency encourages you to examine available USDA crop risk protection options, including
federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before the
applicable crop sales deadline.

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and excessive
moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance
program is available. You can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the
RMA website.

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent increments,
at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and crops marketed directly to consumers
also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at
the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected production. Buy-up levels of NAP coverage
are available if the producer can show at least one year of previously successfully growing the crop for which
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coverage is being requested. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for
crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per county,
not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.

Beginning, underserved, veterans and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level
coverage.

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. Contact your Local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent lists
are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator. You can use the USDA Cost
Estimator to predict insurance premium costs.

USDA to Provide More Than $3 Billion to Commodity and
Specialty Crop Producers Impacted by 2022 Natural
Disasters

The U. S Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide more than $3
billion to commodity and specialty crop producers impacted by natural
disaster events in 2022. Eligible impacted producers can apply for

? financial assistance through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP)
EMERGENCY = 2022. The program will help offset the financial impacts of crop yield
RELIEF PROGRAM and value losses from qualifying disasters occurring in 2022.

FARM SESVICE AGENCT S

: Background

On Dec. 29, 2022, President Biden signed into law the Disaster Relief
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2023 (P.L. 117-328) that provides about $3.7 billion in financial assistance
for agricultural producers impacted by eligible natural disasters that occurred in calendar year 2022.

ERP 2022 covers losses to crops, trees, bushes and vines due to qualifying, calendar year 2022 natural
disaster events including wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, tornadoes, winter storms,
freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying drought and related
conditions.

ERP 2022 program benefits will be delivered to eligible producers through a two-track process. FSA intends
to make both tracks available to producers at the same time. This two-track approach enables USDA to:

e Streamline the application process.
e Reduce the paperwork burden on producers.

e Proactively include provisions for underserved producers who have not been well served by past
emergency relief efforts.

e Encourage producer participation in existing risk management programs to mitigate the impacts of
future severe weather events.

It's important to note that disaster-impacted producers may be eligible for ERP 2022 assistance under one or
both tracks. To avoid duplicative benefits, if a producer applies for both tracks, the Track 2 payment
calculation will take into account any payments received through Track 1.
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ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 1

ERP 2022 Track 1 leverages existing federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating payments for eligible crop producers who received
indemnities through these risk management programs.

Although FSA is sending pre-filled ERP 2022 Track 1 application forms to producers who have crop
insurance and NAP data already on file with USDA, producers indemnified for losses resulting from 2022
natural disasters do not have to wait to receive the application before requesting ERP 2022 assistance.
Effective Oct. 31, 2023, producers can apply for ERP 2022 benefits whether they have received the pre-filled
application or not. Receipt of a pre-filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive an
ERP 2022 Track 1 payment.

USDA estimates that ERP Track 1 benefits will reach more than 206,000 producers who received indemnities
for losses covered by federal crop insurance and more than 4,500 producers who obtained NAP coverage for
the 2022 crop year.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 2

Track 2 is a revenue-based certification program designed to assist eligible producers who suffered an
eligible decrease in revenue resulting from 2022 calendar year disaster events when compared with revenue
in a benchmark year using revenue information that is readily available from most tax records. In cases where
revenue does not reasonably reflect a normal year’s revenue, Track 2 provides an alternative method for
establishing revenue. Likewise, Track 2 affords producers of crops that are used within an operation and do
not generate revenue from the sale of the crop a method for establishing revenue for the purpose of applying
for ERP 2022 benefits. Producers are not required to submit tax records to FSA unless requested by the
County Committee if required for an FSA compliance spot check.

Although not required when applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, applicants might find the following documents
useful to the process:

e Schedule F (Form 1040)
e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2022 and 2023.

Track 2 targets gaps in emergency relief assistance for eligible producers whose eligible losses were not
covered by crop insurance or NAP including revenue losses too small (shallow loss) to be covered by crop
insurance.

Producers interested in applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, should contact their local FSA county
office. Additional reference resources can be found on FSA’s emergency relief website.

Additional Required Forms

For both ERP 2022 tracks, all producers must have certain required forms on file with FSA within 60 days of
the ERP 2022 deadline. Producers can apply for ERP 2022 starting Oct. 31, 2023. The application deadline
has not yet been determined and will be announced at a later date. If not already on file, producers can
update, complete and submit required forms to FSA at any time.

Required forms:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).

e Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain Programs (if
applicable).

e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or
Rancher Certification, if applicable, for the 2022 program year.
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e A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland conservation
certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation
(WC) Cetrtification) for the ERP producer and applicable affiliates.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have these
required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm the status of their forms can
contact their local FSA county office.

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements

All producers who receive ERP 2022 payments must purchase crop insurance, or NAP coverage where crop
insurance is not available, in the next two available crop years as determined by the Secretary. Purchased
coverage must be at the 60/100 coverage level or higher for insured crops or at the catastrophic coverage
level or higher for NAP crops.

More Information

ERP 2022 eligibility details and payment calculation factor tables are available on the emergency relief
website, in the ERP Track 1 and ERP Track 2 fact sheets and through your local ESA county office.

Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any changes of
address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file to our office.
You should also report changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You
should also report any changes to your operation in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal
entity.

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming operation to the
County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form CCC-902.

To update your records, contact your Local County USDA Service Center.

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records

Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to keep them
updated.

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you've suffered excessive
livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to provide verifiable documentation
of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to your local
FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you
must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and
should maintain documentation and receipts.

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:

e Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock
e Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.


https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/emergency-relief/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/emergency-relief/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/emergency-relief-program/pdfs/fsa_erp_2022_track_1_factsheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/emergency-relief-program/pdfs/fsa_erp_2022_track_2_factsheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your Local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage

If you're enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, you must
protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. By
signing ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds
on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If you fail to take necessary actions to correct a
maintenance problem on your farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to
terminate your contract for the program year.

Farmers.gov - Your Online Hub for Conducting Business
with USDA

Farmers.gov gives you one place to do business with USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),
including accessing your farm records, maps, and common land units. You can
create a farmers.gov account for the farmers.gov authenticated site, where you
can access self-service features through a secure login.

In addition to the self-service features farmers.gov website also has information
on USDA programs, farm loans, disaster assistance, conservation programs
and crop insurance.

What can you do with your farmers.gov account?

e View FSA Farm loans including loan information, interest payments,
loan advance and payment history, paid-in-full restructured loans, and account alerts.

e View NRCS Disbursements and Farm Loans financial activity from the past 180 days.
e View, print and export detailed farm records and farm/tract maps.
e Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI and GeoJSON file types.

e Import precision agriculture planting boundaries, create labels containing crop information, and print
both on farm tract maps.

e Use the draw tools to determine acres in an area of interest that can be printed on a map and
provided to a third party or exported as a feature file for use in other geospatial applications.

e View, upload, download and e-sign NRCS documents.
e Request conservation and financial assistance, including submitting a program application.

e Access information on current and past conservation practices, report practice completion and
request practice certification

o View detailed information on previous and ongoing contracts, including the amount of cost- share
assistance received and request contract modifications.

How to create a farmers.gov account?
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To create a farmers.gov account you will need:

e A USDA individual customer record - A customer record contains information you have given to USDA
to do business with them, like your name, address, phone number, and any legal representative
authority relationships.

A login.gov account — Login.gov is a sign-in service that gives people secure online access to participating
government programs.

USDA Extends Application Deadline for Discrimination
Financial Assistance Program to Jan. 13

The application period is now open for a new financial assistance program under Section 22007 of the
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), for farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners who experienced discrimination in
USDA farm lending programs prior to January 2021. The application process will close on January 13, 2024.
Borrowers will have the option to apply for assistance online via 22007apply.gov or through a paper-based
form.

Details about the program, including an application and e-filing portal, are available at 22007apply.gov. The
website includes an English and Spanish language application that applicants can download or submit via an
e-filing portal, information on how to obtain technical assistance in-person or virtually, and additional
resources and details about the program. Applicants can also call the free call center at 1-800-721-0970 or
visit one of several dozen brick-and-mortar offices the program has set up around the country. Locations are
provided on the program website and vendors will update the local events schedule with more information as
it becomes available. It is important to note that filing an application is FREE and does not require a lawyer.

If you want to get weekly updates on the program’s events and progress, you can go
to https://22007apply.gov, and subscribe to a weekly newsletter.
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Idaho FSA State Office
9173 West Barnes Drive Ste. B

Boise, Idaho 83709

Phone: 208-378-5650
Fax: 855-516-8875

Acting State Executive Director
Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665
charles.newhouse@usda.gov

Farm Program Chief Administrative Officer

Kyla Pearson ~ 208-378-5667 Brandi May ~ 208-378-5670
kyla.pearson@usda.gov brandi.may@usda.gov

Idaho FSA State Committee Farm Loan Chief

Roy Bunderson - Committee Chair
Marie Linehan
Brett Stevenson

Susan R. Smith ~ 208-378-5664
susan.r.smith@usda.gov

Next State Committee Meeting: January 2024
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