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Important Dates

December 15: Fall Crop Reporting Deadline

December 25: Christmas Day - Office's Closed

December 31: Inflation Reduction Act Assistance for Distressed Borrowers Requests Due
January 1: New Years' Day - Office's Closed

January 13: Discrimination Financial Assistance Program Deadline

January 15: Martin Luther King Day - Office's Closed

January 31: Food Safety Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC)

Click here to learn more about local deadlines and ongoing programs.
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Maps for Acreage Reporting Are Available

Maps are now available at all Idaho County FSA Offices for acreage reporting
purposes. If you wish to receive your maps by e-mail, please call or email your
local county office. Please see the following acreage reporting deadlines for
Idaho:

e December 15, 2023: Fall Alfalfa Seed, Fall Canola, Fall Mint, Fall-
Seeded Small Grains, Lentils, Peas (Austrian, Green, Yellow), Fall
Rapeseed

e January 15, 2024: Apples, Apricots, Cherries, Nectarines, Peaches
Plums

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, you must file timely acreage
reports. Failure to file an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline
may cause ineligibility for future program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage
reports provided more than a year after the acreage reporting deadline.

Producers are encouraged to file their acreage reports as soon as planting is
completed.

USDA Makes Producer-Friendly Change to 2023 Notice of
Loss Requirements for Two Livestock Disaster Assistance
Programs

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has waived certain notice of loss requirements for 2023 for

the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish (ELAP) and Livestock Indemnity
Program (LIP). In an effort to streamline assistance to support access to critical 2023 natural disaster
recovery assistance, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is waiving the requirement to submit ELAP or LIP
notices of loss within a pre-determined number of days for 2023. Instead, producers have the flexibility to
submit 2023 notices of loss as soon as possible, once losses are realized, following a natural disaster event
or no later than the established annual program application for payment deadlines for each program. FSA
county committees are also being asked to re-evaluate 2023 ELAP and LIP late-filed notices of loss to
determine if the waiver applies.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish

ELAP provides recovery assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish losses
due to an eligible adverse weather or loss condition, including blizzards, disease, water shortages and
wildfires. ELAP covers grazing and feed losses, transportation of water and feed to livestock and hauling
livestock to grazing acres. ELAP also covers certain mortality losses for livestock including honeybees and
farm-raised fish as well as honeybee hive losses. ELAP is designed to address losses not covered by other
FSA disaster assistance programs.

For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for ELAP to file a notice of
loss with FSA within 30 calendar days from when the loss first became apparent for livestock and farm-raised
fish and 15 calendar days for honeybees. Under this waiver, notices of loss are to be completed by the
eligible producer and submitted to FSA no later than the annual program application deadline of January
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30 following the program year in which the loss occurred. Therefore, producers who incurred ELAP-eligible
losses in 2023, will need to submit a notice of loss by Jan. 30, 2024.

Livestock Indemnity Program

LIP provides disaster recovery assistance to livestock owners and contract growers who experience livestock
deaths, in excess of normal mortality caused by eligible loss conditions including adverse weather, disease
and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law,
including wolves and avian predators. LIP also helps livestock owners who must sell livestock at a reduced
price because of an injury from certain loss conditions.

For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for LIP to file a notice of
loss within 30 calendar days from when the loss first became apparent. Under this waiver, producers are still
required to complete and submit the notice of loss to FSA no later than the annual program payment
application date, which is 60 calendar days following the program year in which the loss occurred. The LIP
payment application and notice of loss deadline is Feb. 29, 2024, for the 2023 program year.

2023 Disapproved Applications

FSA county committees will review all notices of loss for both ELAP and LIP that were previously disapproved
for the 2023 program year due to late filing and re-evaluate them to determine if the waiver applies. To
receive ELAP and LIP benefits, producers will still need to file an application for payment by the established
program deadline for the 2023 program year. Producers who are unsure about the status of their notice of
loss or application for payment, should contact their local FSA county office as soon as possible.

Supporting Documentation

Accurate records and loss documentation are critical following disaster events and are required when filing
notices of loss with FSA. Acceptable loss documentation includes:

o Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock that have died, supplemented,
if possible, by photographs or video records of ownership and losses.

e Rendering truck receipts by kind, type, and weight - important to document prior to disposal.
e Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.

o Documentation from Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, Department of Natural Resources, or
other sources to substantiate eligible death losses due to an eligible loss condition.

e Documentation that livestock were removed from grazing pastures due to an eligible adverse weather
or loss condition.

e Costs of transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, such as receipts for equipment rental fees for
hay lifts and snow removal.

e Feed purchase receipts if feed supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed.
o Number of gallons of water transported to livestock due to water shortages.

More Information

The improvements to ELAP and LIP build on others made since 2021. This includes ELAP benefits for above
normal costs for hauling feed and water to livestock and transporting livestock to other grazing acres during a
qualifying drought. FSA also expanded eligible livestock under ELAP, LIP, and the Livestock Forage Disaster
Assistance Program, and increased the LIP payment rate for beef, beefalo, bison, and dairy animals less than
250 pounds and most recently beef calves over 800 pounds. Learn about USDA disaster assistance

programs on farmers.gov.
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On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet and Loan
Assistance Tool can help producers and landowners determine disaster protection and recovery program or
loan options. For more information about FSA programs, contact your local USDA Service Center.

Tax Resources for USDA Program Participants

Navigating filing taxes can be challenging, especially if you are new to running a farm business, participating
in disaster programs for first time, or trying to forecast the farm’s tax bill. Receiving funds from USDA through
activities such as a conservation program payment or a disaster program is considered farm income that
includes a tax liability for farm businesses. USDA technical assistance is free and creates no tax implications.

At the end of the tax year, USDA issues tax forms 1098 and 1099 forms for farm loans, conservation
programs administered by the Farm Service Agency and Natural Resource Conservation Service including
the Conservation Reserve Program and Environmental Quality Incentives Program, crop disaster payments,
and the Market Facilitation Program. USDA also issues tax forms for recipients of assistance for distressed
borrowers, including through Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act.

If you have received tax forms related to your operation, USDA cannot and does not provide tax advice but
wants you to be aware of options that may help manage your tax liability. USDA has partnered with experts to
provide resources to help you make the right tax decisions for your operation. Monthly webinars are available
for registration and to view on demand at https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/taxes.

The Tax Estimator Tool is an interactive spreadsheet that producers can download to estimate tax liability. It
is for informational and educational purposes and should not considered tax or legal advice. Producers may
need to work with a tax professional to determine the correct information to be entered in the Tax Estimator

Tool.

We encourage you to visit https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/taxes for more information on how to find
and work with a tax preparer as well as instructions on how to request copies of USDA documents and links
to other helpful tax resources.

USDA to Provide More Than $3 Billion to Commodity and
Specialty Crop Producers Impacted by 2022 Natural
Disasters

The U. S Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide more than $3
billion to commodity and specialty crop producers impacted by natural
disaster events in 2022. Eligible impacted producers can apply for
financial assistance through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP)

FARM SERACE AGENCT §

EMERGENCY = 2022. The program will help offset the financial impacts of crop yield
RELIEF FROGRAM : and value losses from qualifying disasters occurring in 2022.

: Background

On Dec. 29, 2022, President Biden signed into law the Disaster Relief
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2023 (P.L. 117-328) that provides about $3.7 billion in financial assistance
for agricultural producers impacted by eligible natural disasters that occurred in calendar year 2022.

ERP 2022 covers losses to crops, trees, bushes and vines due to qualifying, calendar year 2022 natural
disaster events including wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, tornadoes, winter storms,
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freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying drought and related
conditions.

ERP 2022 program benefits will be delivered to eligible producers through a two-track process. FSA intends
to make both tracks available to producers at the same time. This two-track approach enables USDA to:

o Streamline the application process.
e Reduce the paperwork burden on producers.

e Proactively include provisions for underserved producers who have not been well served by past
emergency relief efforts.

e Encourage producer participation in existing risk management programs to mitigate the impacts of
future severe weather events.

It's important to note that disaster-impacted producers may be eligible for ERP 2022 assistance under one or
both tracks. To avoid duplicative benefits, if a producer applies for both tracks, the Track 2 payment
calculation will take into account any payments received through Track 1.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 1

ERP 2022 Track 1 leverages existing federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating payments for eligible crop producers who received
indemnities through these risk management programs.

Although FSA is sending pre-filled ERP 2022 Track 1 application forms to producers who have crop
insurance and NAP data already on file with USDA, producers indemnified for losses resulting from 2022
natural disasters do not have to wait to receive the application before requesting ERP 2022 assistance.
Effective Oct. 31, 2023, producers can apply for ERP 2022 benefits whether they have received the pre-filled
application or not. Receipt of a pre-filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive an
ERP 2022 Track 1 payment.

USDA estimates that ERP Track 1 benefits will reach more than 206,000 producers who received indemnities
for losses covered by federal crop insurance and more than 4,500 producers who obtained NAP coverage for
the 2022 crop year.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 2

Track 2 is a revenue-based certification program designed to assist eligible producers who suffered an
eligible decrease in revenue resulting from 2022 calendar year disaster events when compared with revenue
in a benchmark year using revenue information that is readily available from most tax records. In cases where
revenue does not reasonably reflect a normal year’s revenue, Track 2 provides an alternative method for
establishing revenue. Likewise, Track 2 affords producers of crops that are used within an operation and do
not generate revenue from the sale of the crop a method for establishing revenue for the purpose of applying
for ERP 2022 benefits. Producers are not required to submit tax records to FSA unless requested by the
County Committee if required for an FSA compliance spot check.

Although not required when applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, applicants might find the following documents
useful to the process:

e Schedule F (Form 1040)
e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2022 and 2023.

Track 2 targets gaps in emergency relief assistance for eligible producers whose eligible losses were not
covered by crop insurance or NAP including revenue losses too small (shallow loss) to be covered by crop
insurance.

Producers interested in applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, should contact their local FSA county
office. Additional reference resources can be found on FSA’s emergency relief website.
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Additional Required Forms

For both ERP 2022 tracks, all producers must have certain required forms on file with FSA within 60 days of
the ERP 2022 deadline. Producers can apply for ERP 2022 starting Oct. 31, 2023. The application deadline
has not yet been determined and will be announced at a later date. If not already on file, producers can
update, complete and submit required forms to FSA at any time.

Required forms:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).

e Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain Programs (if
applicable).

e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or
Rancher Cettification, if applicable, for the 2022 program year.

e A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland conservation
certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation
(WC) Cetrtification) for the ERP producer and applicable affiliates.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have these
required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm the status of their forms can
contact their local FSA county office.

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements

All producers who receive ERP 2022 payments must purchase crop insurance, or NAP coverage where crop
insurance is not available, in the next two available crop years as determined by the Secretary. Purchased
coverage must be at the 60/100 coverage level or higher for insured crops or at the catastrophic coverage
level or higher for NAP crops.

More Information

ERP 2022 eligibility details and payment calculation factor tables are available on the emergency relief
website, in the ERP Track 1 and ERP Track 2 fact sheets and through your local ESA county office.

Farmers.gov Local Dashboard Now Available for Producers
in ldaho

Farmers in Idaho can now access county specific farming data and USDA resources all in one place via the
new farmers.gov local dashboard. Your new farmers.gov local dashboard includes farming data and USDA
resources including USDA news, commodity pricing, weather forecasts, historical climate data, past storm
events, USDA service center locator and additional state resources for Idaho and your county. The
dashboard transforms complex data sets into easy-to-read charts and graphs to help you quickly find
information that matters to you.
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USDA Launches Loan Assistance Tool to Enhance Equity
and Customer Service

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) launched a new online tool to help farmers and ranchers better
navigate the farm loan application process. This uniform application process will help to ensure all farm loan
applicants receive equal support and have a consistent customer experience with USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) regardless of their individual circumstances.

USDA experiences a high rate of incomplete or withdrawn applications, particularly among underserved
customers, due in part to a challenging and lengthy paper-based application process. The Loan Assistance
Tool is available 24/7 and gives customers an online step-by-step guide that supplements the support they
receive when working in person with a USDA employee, providing materials that may help an applicant
prepare their loan application in one tool.

Farmers can access the Loan Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool and clicking
the ‘Get Started’ button. From here they can follow the prompts to complete the Eligibility Self-Assessment
and start the farm loan journey. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or
the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

The Loan Assistance Tool is the first of multiple farm loan process improvements that will be available to
USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements and tools that are anticipated to launch in
2023 include:

e A streamlined and simplified direct loan application, reduced from 29 pages to 13 pages.

¢ An interactive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and electronic signature
option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns.

An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity of calling, mailing, or
visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.
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Idaho FSA State Office
9173 West Barnes Drive Ste. B

Boise, Idaho 83709

Phone: 208-378-5650
Fax: 855-516-8875

Acting State Executive Director
Charles Newhouse 208-378-5665
charles.newhouse@usda.gov

Farm Program Chief Administrative Officer

Kyla Pearson ~ 208-378-5667 Brandi May ~ 208-378-5670
kyla.pearson@usda.gov brandi.may@usda.gov

Idaho FSA State Committee Farm Loan Chief

Roy Bunderson - Committee Chair Susan R. Smith ~ 208-378-5664
Marie Linehan susan.r.smith@usda.gov

Next State Committee Meeting: January 2024
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