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e Career Opportunity - County Executive Director in Training

e The Importance of Responding to NASS Surveys

e Farmers.gov Portal

o« Marketing Assistance Loans and Loan Deficiency Payments for Wool, Mohair and
Unshorn Pelts

e Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation Compliance

o Opportunity to Request a Referendum: Soybean Promotion, Research, and Information
Program
e Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans

Important Dates

e May 27: Memorial Day - Office's Closed

e June 19: Juneteenth Day - Office's Closed
e July 4: Independence Day - Office's Closed
e July 15: Crop Acreage Reporting Deadline

Click here to learn more about local deadlines and ongoing programs.

Career Opportunity - County Executive Director in Training

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is hiring a County Executive Director in

BE A\ PART Training. The deadline to apply is May 28, 2024.

OF ﬂ“ﬂ The duty location is to be announced. Training headquarters may be located in
STORY Jerome, Lewiston, Moscow, Pocatello, Preston, or Rexburg.

Farm Service Agency

The County Executive Director in Training (CEDT) acquires a basic knowledge
of managerial skills and program regulations and applies this practical
knowledge to actual everyday operations in the county office. Upon successful completion of the trainee
program, candidate will be eligible for placement as a County Executive Director (CED).

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is an exciting and rewarding place to start, build and/or continue your
career. Be part of our team and support the well-being of American agriculture and the American public. Take
part in delivering these essential and critical programs!

If you are interested or know of someone who might be interested, please share this information with them.
Here is the direct link to the position with information on how to apply:
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CEDT Position
Applications must be completed through USAJOBSs no later than close of business May 28, 2024.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

The Importance of Responding to NASS Surveys

USDA'’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts hundreds of surveys every year and
prepares reports covering virtually every aspect of U.S. agriculture.

If you receive a survey questionnaire, please respond quickly and online if possible.

The results of the surveys help determine the structure of USDA farm programs, such as soil rental rates for
the Conservation Reserve Program and prices and yields used for the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price
Loss Coverage programs. This county-level data is critical for USDA farm payment determinations. Survey
responses also help associations, businesses and policymakers advocate for their industry and help educate
others on the importance of agriculture.

NASS safeguards the privacy of all respondents and publishes only aggregate data, ensuring that no
individual operation or producer can be identified.

NASS data is available online at nass.usda.gov/Publications and through the searchable Quick Stats
database. Watch a video on how NASS data is used at youtube.com/watch?v=m-
4zinh26io&feature=youtu.be.

USDA vewe

o

FARMERS. GOV

o

For Farmers, By Farmers

Farmers.gov Portal
Looking for ways to do business with USDA that saves you time? Look no further than farmers.gov.

When you create a farmers.gov account for the farmers.gov authenticated site, you have access to self-
service features through a secure login. Managing your business with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and
the National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is faster than ever. From e-signing documents,
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viewing, printing, and exporting maps and receiving notifications of payment disbursements, a farmers.gov
authenticated account makes doing business with USDA easy and secure.

What can you do with your farmers.gov account?

Submit a Direct Farm Loan application. This tool and other process improvements allow farmers and
ranchers to submit complete loan applications. Helpful features include an electronic signature option,
the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns, complete a balance sheet, and build a
farm operating plan.

View NRCS Disbursements and Farm Loans financial activity from the past 180 days.
View, print and export detailed farm records and farm/tract maps.
Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI and GeoJSON file types.

Import precision agriculture planting boundaries, create labels containing crop information, and print
both on farm tract maps.

Use the draw tools to determine acres in an area of interest that can be printed on a map and
provided to a third party or exported as a feature file for use in other geospatial applications.

View, upload, download and e-sign NRCS documents.
Request conservation and financial assistance, including submitting a program application.

Access information on current and past conservation practices, report practice completion and
request practice certification

View detailed information on previous and ongoing contracts, including the amount of cost- share
assistance received and request contract modifications.

View Farm Loan Program loans: View Farm Loan principal and interest balances, payment history,
loan terms, and download interest statements.

How do you create a farmers.gov account?

To create a farmers.gov account you will need:

A USDA individual customer record - A customer record contains information you have given to USDA
to do business with them, like your name, address, phone number, and any legal representative
authority relationships.

A login.gov account — Login.gov is a sign-in service that gives people secure online access to
participating government programs.

Customers who are new to USDA should visit Get Started at Your USDA Service Center, then go
to gov/account to create a farmers.gov account.

In addition to the self-service features, farmers.gov also has information on USDA programs, farm loans,
disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance.

Marketing Assistance Loans and Loan Deficiency
Payments for Wool, Mohair and Unshorn Pelts
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Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan Deficiency
Payments (LDPs) provide financing and marketing assistance
for producers of many commodities, including graded and non-
graded wool, mohair, and unshorn pelts. MALs and LDPs are
available during shearing and provide interim financing to help
you meet cash flow needs without having to sell commaodities
when market prices are low, enabling you to delay selling until
more favorable marketing conditions emerge. LDPs are
payments made to producers who, although eligible to obtain
an MAL, agree to forgo the loan in return for a payment on the
eligible commodity.

FSA is now accepting requests for 2024 MALs and LDPs for all
eligible wool, mohair and unshorn pelts. These requests should be made on or before the final availability
date of Jan. 31, 2025. USDA recently announced 2024 wool and mohair marketing assistance loan rates.

Eligibility

To be eligible for a wool or mohair MAL or LDP, producers must produce and shear eligible mohair and wool
in the U.S. during the applicable crop year and must:

e comply with conservation and wetland protection requirements;
e report all cropland acreage on applicable farms where the eligible commodity is produced;

e have and retain beneficial interest in the commodity until the MAL is repaid or the Commaodity Credit
Corporation (CCC) takes title to the commodity, and;

o meet Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) limitations.

Unshorn pelts are eligible for LDPs only. In addition to the criteria above, producers of unshorn pelts must
have sold the unshorn lamb for immediate slaughter or slaughter the lambs for personal use. LDPs and
marketing loan gains are not subject to payment limitation, including actively engaged in farming and cash
rent tenant provisions.

In addition to producer eligibility, the loan commodity must have been produced and shorn from live animals
by an eligible producer, be in storable condition, and meet specific CCC minimum grade and quality
standards. Producers are responsible for any loss in quantity or quality of the wool or mohair pledged as loan
collateral.

To retain beneficial interest, the producer must have control and title of the wool, mohair, or unshorn pelt. If
beneficial interest in the commaodity is lost, the commodity loses eligibility for an MAL or LDP and remains
ineligible even if the producer later regains beneficial interest. The producer must be able to make all
decisions affecting the commodity including movement, sale, and the request for an MAL or LDP.

Producers may repay an MAL any time during the loan period at the lesser of the loan rate plus accrued
interest and other charges or an alternative loan repayment rate, the national posted price, which is
announced weekly. Visit the Farm Service Agency (FSA) website for posted loan and LDP rates.

How to Apply

Producers can apply for an MAL by contacting their local FSA county office. To be considered for a

LDP, producers must first have the form CCC-633 EZ, Page 1, on file with FSA prior to losing beneficial
interest in the wool, mohair or unshorn pelt. It is best to visit the county office and submit the CCC-633
Page 1 right before you shear. This is completed one time per crop year and indicates your intention to
receive LDP benefits.

To apply and learn more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.
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Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation
Compliance

Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to receive payments from USDA, compliance with
Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions are required. Farmers with HEL
determined soils are reminded of tillage, crop residue, and rotation requirements as specified per their
conservation plan. Producers are to notify the USDA Farm Service Agency prior to breaking sod, clearing
land (tree removal), and of any drainage projects (tiling, ditching, etc.) to ensure compliance. Failure to
update certification of compliance, with form AD-1026, triggering applicable HEL and/or wetland
determinations, for any of these situations, can result in the loss of FSA farm program payments, FSA farm
loans, NRCS program payments, and premium subsidy to Federal Crop Insurance administered by RMA.

Opportunity to Request a Referendum: Soybean
Promotion, Research, and Information Program
Dates to Request Referendum: May 6, 2024, and ending May 31, 2024.

Summary:

The Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) announces that soybean producers may request a referendum to
determine whether producers want the Secretary to conduct a referendum on the Soybean Promotion and
Research Order (Order), as authorized under the Soybean Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information
Act (Act). Participation in the request for referendum is voluntary. Producers should participate only if they
wish to request a referendum on the program.

If at least 10 percent, not to exceed 5 of producers from any one State of the 515,008 eligible producers
determined by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) participate in the request for referendum, a
referendum will be held within one year from that determination. If results of the request for referendum
indicate that a referendum is not supported, a referendum will not be conducted. The results of the request for
referendum will be published in a notice in the Federal Register.

To Request Referendum:

Soybean producers may request a referendum during the 4-week period beginning May 6, 2024, and ending
May 31, 2024.

To be eligible to participate in the request for referendum, producers must certify that they or the producer
entity they are authorized to represent paid an assessment at any time between January 1, 2022, and
December 31, 2023.

Form LS-51-1, Soybean Promotion and Research Order Request for Referendum, can be obtained from May
6, 2024, to May 31, 2024, by mail, FAX, or in person from Farm Service Agency (FSA) County Offices, or can
be downloaded from https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/research-promotion/soybean. Completed
forms and supporting documentation must be returned to the

appropriate FSA County Office:

By FAX or in person no later than COB on May 31, 2024.
By mail postmarked by midnight on May 31, 2024, and must be
received in the FSA County Office by COB on June 7, 2024.

Contact
Notice of the Request for Referendum was published in the February 2, 2024, Federal Register. For more
information, contact Jeana Harbison, Research and Promotion Division; Livestock and Poultry Program,
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AMS, USDA; STOP 0249 - Room 2092-S; 1400 Independence Avenue, SW.; Washington, D.C. 20250-0249;
tel. (202) 720-5705; or via the Internet at https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/research-
promotion/soybean.

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest
financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures,
equipment and storage and handling trucks.

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor
oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable
biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese,
butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live
animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold
storage facilities for eligible commaodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between $50,000 and
$100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require additional security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to
assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers,
operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved
producers.

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.

1Y
Idaho FSA State Office

9173 West Barnes Drive, Ste. B
Boise, |daho 83709

Phone: 208-378-5650
Fax: 855-516-8875

State Executive Director Administrative Officer

Arnold Hernandez ~ 208-378-5656 Brandi May ~ 208-378-5670
arnold.hernandez@usda.gov brandi.may@usda.gov

Farm Program Chief Farm Loan Chief

Kyla Pearson ~ 208-378-5667 Susan R. Smith ~ 208-378-5664
kyla.pearson@usda.gov susan.r.smith@usda.gov
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Idaho FSA State Committee
Roy Bunderson ~ Committee Chair
Marie Linehan

Next State Committee Meeting: TBA

Note: To check the status of your FSA Farm Loan (FLP) account, call 1-888-518-
4983 or check with your local office. To find contact information for your local

office go to www.fsa.usda.gov/id
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