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A MESSAGE FROM MARK SAMSON, SED 

County Committee Election Ballots Mailed November 9, 2015 

From now until December 3, agricultural producers can vote for candidates to serve on their 
local USDA Farm Service Agency county committee.  

Idaho’s 44 counties are divided into Local Administrative Areas (LAAs). Idaho has 29 county 
offices and while most counties have three LAAs, a combined county office can have up to 
seven. Each year one or sometimes two LAAs (depending on whether it is a single county 
jurisdiction or multiple county) elect a producer to represent them for a three year term.  

FSA county committees make important decisions about how federal farm programs are 
administered locally. The election of responsible agricultural producers to FSA county 
committees is important to ALL farmers and ranchers with large or small operations. It is 
crucial that every eligible producer take part in this election because county committees are a 
direct link between the farm community and the USDA Farm Service Agency. 

I want to thank those producers who currently serve on the COC. Without your dedication to 
the tasks of implementing and managing the many programs offered by FSA, the producers of 
Idaho and the nation would be at a severe disadvantage in this complex industry.  

If you received a ballot for the upcoming election, the person elected will represent you for the 
next three years. A strong response to the committee election process gives landowners, 
farmers and ranchers a better chance of having their opinions and ideas expressed throughout 
FSA. Don’t miss this opportunity to have a say in your local county committee elections.  Your 
vote matters so PLEASE TAKE TIME TO VOTE!  

USDA EXTENDS DAIRY MARGIN PROTECTION PROGRAM DEADLINE 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that the deadline to enroll for the dairy 
Margin Protection Program for coverage in 2016 has been extended until Nov. 20, 2015.  The 
voluntary program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides financial assistance to 
participating farmers when the margin – the difference between the price of milk and feed 
costs – falls below the coverage level selected by the farmer. 

Producers are encouraged to use the online Web resource at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool to 
calculate the best levels of coverage for their dairy operation. The secure website can be 
accessed via computer, smartphone or tablet. 

Producers who were enrolled in 2015 will need to make a coverage election for 2016 and pay 
the $100 administration fee. Although any unpaid premium balances for 2015 must be paid in 
full by the enrollment deadline to remain eligible for higher coverage levels in 2016, premiums 
for 2016 are not due until Sept. 1, 2016. Also, producers can work with milk marketing 
companies to remit premiums on their behalf.  

To enroll in the Margin Protection Program for Dairy, contact your local FSA county office.  To 
find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

Payments under the program may be reduced by a certain percentage due to a sequester 
order required by Congress and issued pursuant to the Balanced Budget and Emergency 
Deficit Control Act of 1985.  Should a payment reduction be necessary, FSA will reduce the 
payment by the required amount. 
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USDA OFFERS HELP TO FIRE-AFFECTED FARMERS 

AND RANCHERS 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist farmers and 
ranchers who lost livestock, grazing land, fences or eligible 
trees, bushes and vines as a result of a natural disaster. FSA 
administers a suite of safety-net programs to help producers 
recover from eligible losses, including the Livestock Indemnity 
Program, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program, the 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-

Raised Fish Program, and the Tree Assistance Program.  

 

USDA ENCOURAGES PRODUCERS TO CONSIDER RISK 

PROTECTION COVERAGE BEFORE FALL CROP SALES 

DEADLINES 
 

Disaster Assistance is Available for Crops that are Ineligible 
for Federal Insurance. The fruit crop deadline under federal 
CROP INSURANCE IS NOVEMBER 20, 2015 AND PERENNIAL CROP 

deadline under NAP is December 1, 2015.  

The 2014 Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher levels of 
protection. Beginning, underserved and limited resource 
farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage, 
as well as discounted premiums for additional levels of 
protection. 

Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine the 
available U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) crop risk 
protection options, including federal crop insurance and 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage, before the sales deadlines. The following crops in 
Idaho have a NAP application deadline of December 1, 
2015:  perennial grass seed crops, all other perennial crops, 
annual planted mixed forage crops, and honey. 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural 
adversities such as drought, hail and excessive moisture. 
NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which 
no permanent federal crop insurance program is available, 
including forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, 
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, 
turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and others. 

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the 
University of Illinois to create an online tool at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine 
whether their crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or 
NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their 
operation. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of 
the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 
percent of expected production, with higher levels of 
coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected production at 
100 percent of the average market price, including coverage 
for organics and crops marketed directly to consumers. 

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely 
through private insurance agents. Agent lists are available at 
all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent 
Locator: http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/ 
AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost 
Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.as
px, to predict insurance premium costs.  

FILING A NOTICE OF LOSS  

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed 
acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by 
any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a 
Notice of Loss is required for all crops including grasses. For 
losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice 
of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the 
occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent. 

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of 
damage or loss through the administrative County Office 
within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes 
apparent. This notification can be provided by filing a CCC-
576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County 
Office by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are 
still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the 
required 15 calendar days. 

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-
576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final planting 
date for the crop. 

LIVESTOCK INDEMNITY PROGRAM (LIP)  

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance 
to eligible producers for livestock death losses in excess of 
normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by 
animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government 
or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock 
owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in 
excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather, including 
losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme 
heat or extreme cold.  

For 2015, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2015, 
and before December 31, 2015. A notice of loss must be filed 
with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is 
apparent.  Participants must provide the following supporting 
documentation to their local FSA office no later than 30 
calendar days after the end of the calendar year for which 
benefits are requested: 

 Proof of death documentation 

 Copy of growers contracts  

 Proof of normal mortality documentation 
 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type 
and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 
1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 
3%. These established percentages reflect losses that are 
considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions. 
Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2015 must file both 
of the following: 

 A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of 
when the loss was apparent or by January 30, 2016 

 An application for payment by January 30, 2016.  
 

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local 
FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 
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LIVESTOCK FORAGE DISASTER PROGRAM (LFP)  

Producers in many Idaho counties are eligible to apply for 
2015 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on 
small grain, native pasture, improved pasture, annual 
ryegrass, forage sorghum.  

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers 
who suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to 
drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on 
federally managed land.  

County committees can only accept LFP applications after 

notification is received by the National Office of qualifying 
drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from 
grazing normal permitted livestock on federally managed 
lands due to qualifying fire. 

Eligible livestock producers must complete a CCC-853 and 
the required supporting documentation no later than January 
30, 2016 for 2015 losses.  

Additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock 
and fire criteria, is available at your local FSA office or online 
at: www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

TREE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (TAP) SIGN-UP  

Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses 
from natural disasters during calendar year 2015 must submit 
a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster 
event or the date when the loss is apparent. TAP was 
authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent 
disaster program.  TAP provides financial assistance to 
qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or 
rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by 
natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that 
produce an annual crop for commercial purposes. Nursery 
trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that 
are produced for commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or 
timber are ineligible.  

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, 
bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent mortality from an 
eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines 
must have been owned when the natural disaster occurred; 
however, eligible growers are not required to own the land on 
which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.  

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes 
and vines must be replaced within 12 months from the date 
the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of 
acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer 
can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres 
annually.  

LOANS FOR TARGETED UNDERSERVED PRODUCERS 

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist 
applicants to begin or continue in agriculture production. 
Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to 
purchase or improve farms or ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these 
loan programs, FSA has provided priority funding for 
members of targeted underserved applicants.   

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose 
members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender 
prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the 
group without regard to his or her individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups 
are women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan 
Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the 
eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the needed 
credit elsewhere. 

BEGINNING FARMER LOANS 

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural 
enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, 
FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through 
either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning 
farmer as a person who: 

 Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 

 Will materially and substantially participate in the 
operation of the farm 

 Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower 
training and financial management program 
sponsored by FSA 

 Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the 
county’s average size farm. 

 

FARMERS TO RECEIVE DOCUMENTATION OF USDA 

SERVICES 

Local Offices Issue Receipts for Services Provided 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers 
that FSA provides a receipt to customers who request or 
receive assistance or information on FSA programs. 

As part of FSA’s mission to provide enhanced customer 
service, producers who visit FSA will receive documentation 
of services requested and provided. From December through 
June, FSA issued more than 327,000 electronic receipts. 

The 2014 Farm Bill requires a receipt to be issued for any 
agricultural program assistance requested from FSA, the 
National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural 
Development (RD). Receipts include the date, summary of 
the visit and any agricultural information, program and/or loan 
assistance provided to an individual or entity.  

In some cases, a form or document – such as a completed 
and signed program enrollment form –serve as the customer 
receipt instead of a printed or electronic receipt. A service is 
any information, program or loan assistance provided 
whether through a visit, email, fax or letter.  

To learn more about FSA, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or to find 
your local USDA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
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NEW USDA COMMITMENTS TO HELP BUILD UP NEXT GENERATION OF FARMERS AND RANCHERS 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced a commitment by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to 
prioritize $5.6 billion over the next two years within USDA programs and services that serve new and beginning farmers and 
ranchers. Deputy Secretary Harden also announced a new, tailored web tool designed to connect burgeoning farm 
entrepreneurs with programs and resources available to help them get started.  

The new web tool is available at www.usda.gov/newfarmers. The site was designed based on feedback from new and beginning 
farmers and ranchers around the country, who cited unfamiliarity with programs and resources as a challenge to starting and 
expanding their operations. The site features advice and guidance on everything a new farm business owner needs to know, 
from writing a business plan, to obtaining a loan to grow their business, to filing taxes as a new small business owner. By 
answering a series of questions about their operation, farmers can use the site’s Discovery Tool to build a personalized set of 
recommendations of USDA programs and services that may meet their needs.   

Using the new web tool and other outreach activities, and operating within its existing resources, USDA has set a new goal of 
increasing beginning farmer and rancher participation by an additional 6.6 percent across key USDA programs, which were 
established or strengthened by the 2014 Farm Bill, for a total investment value of approximately $5.6 billion. Programs were 
targeted for expanded outreach and commitment based on their impact on expanding opportunity for new and beginning 
farmers and ranchers, including starting or expanding an operation, developing new markets, supporting more effective 
farming and conservation practices, and having access to relevant training and education opportunities. USDA will provide 
quarterly updates on its progress towards meeting its goal. A full explanation of the investment targets, benchmarks and 
outcomes is available at: BFR-Commitment-Factsheet.  

As the average age of the American farmer now exceeds 58 years, and data shows that almost 10 percent of farmland in the 
continental United States will change hands in the next five years, we have no time to lose in getting more new farmers and 
ranchers established. Equally important is encouraging young people to pursue careers in industries that support American 
agriculture. According to an employment outlook report released by USDA’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) 
and Purdue University, one of the best fields for new college graduates is agriculture. Nearly 60,000 high-skilled agriculture 
job openings are expected annually in the United States for the next five years, yet only 35,000 graduates with a bachelor’s 
degree or higher in agriculture related fields are expected to be available to fill them. The report also shows that women make 
up more than half of the food, agriculture, renewable natural resources, and environment higher education graduates in the 
United States. USDA recently released a series of fact sheets showcasing the impact of women in agriculture nationwide.  

Today’s announcement builds on USDA’s ongoing work to engage its resources to inspire a strong next generation of farmers 
and ranchers by improving access to land and capital; building market opportunities; extending conservation opportunities; 
offering appropriate risk management tools; and increasing outreach and technical support. To learn more about USDA’s 
efforts, visit the Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Results Page.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, 

gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any 

public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department (not all prohibited bases apply to all programs). 

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities and wish to file a program complaint must contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 

(in Spanish). Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) must contact 

USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at 

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information 

requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax at (202) 690-7442 or e-mail at program.intake@usda.gov. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Nov. 9 
County Committee Ballots Mailed to 

Eligible Voters 

Nov. 15 

Crop reporting deadline for Apiculture, 

Pasture, Rangeland and Forage (including 

mixed forages, grass hay, and Alfalfa for 

hay)  Note: Not Alfalfa for seed. 

Nov. 20 MPP for Dairy enrollment deadline 

Nov. 20 Deadline for CRP Grasslands application 

Nov. 29 
Emergency Haying and Grazing Ends for 

approved counties 

Dec. 1 General CRP sign-up begins 

Selected Interest Rates for 

November 2015 

Farm Operating Loans – Direct 2.50% 

Farm Ownership Loans – Direct 3.875 

Farm Ownership Loans _ Direct 

Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or 

Rancher 

1.50% 

Emergency Loans 3.50% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 yrs) 1.75% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 yrs) 2.25% 
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